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“Your words, Lord, are 

Spirit and life.”  
 Jn 6:68

The Good Samaritan      John Adam Houston  -  (1812–1884) 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended Until September 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15-5 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions July 10 - July 16 

July 10 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family; 

Deceased members of the Cataldo & Merola 

families; Carita Mottola; Peter and Mina 

Baudanza  

10:30am -  Madonna Delle Grazie Society  

12:00pm -  In Thanksgiving to St. Pio, Carol 

Solimine, Barbara Lombard Angiulo, deceased 

members of the Tavilla family, Anna and Steven 

Lynch                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

July 11 - Monday 

12:05pm - Giovanna Angiulo  

July 12 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - Deceased members of the Picardo 

Family  

July 13 - Wednesday 

12:05pm -  Giovanni Petrillo  

July 14 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Maria Gesualdi  

July 15 - Friday 

12:05pm - Joseph Angiulo  

July 16 - Saturday 

5:00pm - John, Patrick, Anthony Bobnis  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of July 10 - July 16 at Saint 

Leonard Church for those who were 

displaced by the Hanover Street fire 

The Bread and Wine will be offered 

the week of July 10 - July 16 at Saint 

Leonard’s Church for Pearl Morrisey 

Tieuli 
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REFLECTIONS 

“And who is my neighbor?”  

In the year A.D. 529, Saint Benedict laid the 

foundation for one of the great monasteries in 

the history of the Church.  Monte Cassino, 

southeast of Rome, is both very accessible and 

very easy to spot as you journey towards it.  It 

sits on the crest of a small mountain, 

surrounded on three sides by valleys. 

One of Father Benedict’s most famous rules for 

his monks is that “in the person of the 

stranger, Christ is served”.  Every person who 

knocks on the doors of a monastery is to be 

treated as if it were Jesus himself knocking on 

the door.  Every year on July 11th, the Church 

celebrates one of the feast days of Saint 

Benedict, the father of monastic life in the 

West.  St. Benedict exemplified in his life the 

invitation that Christ is making to the lawyer in 

today’s Gospel passage.  Christ makes this 

same invitation to you and me. 

Members of the Benedictine religious order, 

like all members of religious orders, take vows 

of poverty, chastity, and obedience (diocesan 

priests, by contrast, make promises of celibacy 

and obedience).  The Benedictines, however, 

also take a fourth vow which distinguishes 

them:  the vow of stability.  This vow makes 

Benedictine life different than the lives of 

religious such as Dominicans and Franciscans, 

who by the design of their founders were 

meant to be mendicants, begging for their 

daily bread as they travelled to and fro through 

Christian lands, and sometimes beyond. 

Benedictines are “tied” both to each other and 

to the stranger who finds them.  Throughout 

the Middle Ages, Benedictine abbeys were 

beacons amidst the confusion and chaos 

caused by rulers and noblemen fighting each 

other and pagan tribes invading Christian lands 

in Europe and northern Africa.  These abbeys 

were not only centers of learning, but also 

served the poor of the area, including those 

who were travelling. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is about 

the same themes that Benedictine life 

illustrates:  being tied, being bound, and being 

wedded to others, no matter who that “other” 

may be. 

As we reflect upon the Gospel Reading, we 

might imagine what was in this lawyer’s mind 

as he asked Jesus what he must “do to inherit 

eternal life”.  Likewise, it’s easy to guess what 

sort of answer he was hoping to hear when he 

asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  Most 

likely he wanted Jesus to say something 

Fr. Thomas Hoisington  
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like:  “Anyone within a one-mile radius is your 

neighbor.”  In that case, the lawyer would have 

moved into a deserted area where he could buy 

four square miles, so that he could plant his 

house in the middle and have no one any closer 

than a mile to him.  In other words, the 

passage implies that the lawyer asked his 

question in order to isolate himself from 

others.  But Jesus’ parable only forces him—

and us—into even closer contact with 

others.  Jesus does this by telling His parable 

about the Good Samaritan. 

To us today, the phrase “good Samaritan” is a 

common part of Western culture.  A “good 

Samaritan” is someone who helps another in 

need.  This phrase, however, didn’t have that 

sort of meaning within the culture in which 

Jesus and the lawyer lived.  To them, the 

phrase “good Samaritan” was an oxymoron, 

like talking about a “square circle” or a “good 

devil”.  The idea of a “good Samaritan” was 

inconceivable to Jewish people of Jesus’ day, 

because the Samaritans lived at a distance 

from anyone like Jesus who worshipped in the 

Temple in Jerusalem.  The idea that a 

Samaritan would help someone going down to 

Jerusalem was beyond belief. 

So the brief moral of this parable is that the 

person who’s looking to limit his love doesn’t 

know what love is really about.  How, then, 

would you put the parable’s moral into 

practice?  While you may rarely have a 

stranger knocking on your door as a wanderer 

knocked on the door of a medieval abbey, you 

can expand your definition of “neighbor” by 

praying for someone you are not inclined to 

pray for. 

God loves everyone, even if you and I do not 

always love everyone.  We need to realize, 

then:  if God loves someone, we should also, 

since we’re supposed to live in the Image and 

likeness of God.  If there’s someone whom we 

do not love, that says that we’re not living our 

lives in the way that God does. 



6 

Out of the darkness of my life, so much 

frustrated, I put before you the one great thing 

to love on earth: the Blessed Sacrament… 

There you will find romance, glory, honour, 

fidelity, and the true way of all your loves on 

earth, and more than that: Death. By the divine 

paradox, that which ends life, and demands 

the surrender of all, and yet by the taste -or 

foretaste- of which alone can what you seek in 

your earthly relationships (love, faithfulness, 

joy) be maintained, or take on that complexion 

of reality, of eternal endurance, which every 

man’s heart desires. 

The only cure for sagging or fainting faith is 

Communion. Though always Itself, perfect and 

complete and inviolate, the Blessed Sacrament 

does not operate completely and once for all in 

any of us. Like the act of Faith it must be 

continuous and grow by exercise. Frequency is 

of the highest effect. Seven times a week is 

more nourishing than seven times at intervals. 

Also I can recommend this as an exercise (alas! 

only too easy to find opportunity for): make 

your communion in circumstances that affront 

your taste. Choose a snuffling or gabbling 

priest or a proud and vulgar friar; and a church 

full of the usual bourgeois crowd, ill-behaved 

children – from those who yell to those 

products of Catholic schools who the moment 

the tabernacle is opened sit back and yawn – 

open necked and dirty youths, women in 

trousers and often with hair both unkempt and 

uncovered. Go to communion with them (and 

pray for them). It will be just the same (or 

better than that) as a mass said beautifully by 

a visibly holy man, and shared by a few devout 

and decorous people. It could not be worse 

than the mess of the feeding of the Five 

Thousand – after which our Lord propounded 

the feeding that was to come 

Reflection from JRR Tolkien to his 

son Christopher Tolkien 
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Our Pastor Fr Michael Della Penna 

and the St Leonard's community 

would like to thank all those who 

made our celebration of St 

Anthony's Feast possible, specially 

Carmine Guarino for organizing the 

Spaghetti Supper.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ST LEONARD PARISH JULY OFFERTORY  

 Week 1:  $ 1,818 

July Monthly Budget:  $ 6,215 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

As of June 6th. We have raised $31,810 toward our 
Parish goal of $59,269. We thank the 37 families who 
have contributed thus far. 
 

We are $27,459 short of the goal 
 
We invite you to prayerfully consider 

donating. 
   

To make a gift online scan the QR 
Code 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended 

Until September 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will be 

postponed except during first 

Fridays 

Sunday Masses at CasaMaria will 

be postponed for the rest of the 

summer 
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PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 



Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 


