
320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

“Blessed are they who have 

kept the word with a 

generous heart 

and yield a harvest through 

perseverance. .”  

 Lk 10:38-42 

Christ's Appearance to Mary Magdalene after the Resurrection    Alexander Ivanov (1806-1858) 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended Until September 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  (8:15 AM) 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15-5 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions July 17 - July 23 

July 17 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family; Rocco 

Pezzano; Joseph Hendricks; Bertha Horbag; 

Anthony “Junior” Troisi  

10:30am -  San Rocco Society in memory of 

Nicola Leone 

12:00pm -  Anne Marie Fahey; Carmella and 

Arthur Montouri 

July 18 - Monday 

12:05pm - Mary R. Whitten 

July 19 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - All Souls in Purgatory 

July 20 - Wednesday 

12:05pm -  Mike Angiulo 

July 21 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Christine Crovo 

July 22 - Friday 

12:05pm - Sacred Heart of Jesus 

July 23 - Saturday 

5:00pm - John C. Whitten; Arthur & Camilla 

Montori; Anthony Paolillo 
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REFLECTION 

Luke 10:38-42: In the course of their journey he 

came to a village, and a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her house. She had 

a sister called Mary, who sat down at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now 

Martha who was distracted with all the serving 

said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is 

leaving me to do the serving all by myself? 

Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord 

answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ he said, ‘you 

worry and fret about so many things, and yet 

few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary 

who has chosen the better part; it is not to be 

taken from her.’ 

Christ the Lord  If Christ truly is the one 

Lord of life and history, the one Savior, 

the one Way, Truth, and Life (and He is), 

then it is certain that “only one” thing is 

needed for a fulfilling, meaningful, and 

fruitful life: to stay as close to him as 

possible at all times. When we address 

Christ as Lord from our hearts, we 

acknowledge our conviction that he 

truly is our one thing necessary, and he 

will be as pleased with us for doing so 

as he was with Mary. 

The Lord already is the one thing 

needed. Our task is to choose to shape 

our lives accordingly. Jesus doesn’t 

congratulate Mary because she won the 

spiritual lottery or had received a 

particularly beautiful soul from God. He 

praises her because she has “chosen the better 

part.” She chooses it. She chooses to submit to 

the Lord, to let him be for her what he in truth 

is for everyone – that one needed thing. 

Once again, we are confronted with this 

amazing truth about Christ’s Kingship: he 

offers the benefits of his rule to all people, but 

he leaves each person supremely free to accept 

or reject them. And the offer is not a one-time 

affair. Martha had chosen to busy herself with 

her own plans on this occasion, but you can bet 

she adjusted her behavior the next time the 

Lord came around. Mary had chosen to adore 

the Lord this time, but she would still be free to 

make the same or a different choice the next 

time. Each and every time we choose to give 

Christ and his will priority in our lives, we are 

pleasing him and extending the borders of his 

Kingdom in our lives. And every time we bring 

his message to others, we give them a chance 

to do the same. 

Christ the Teacher   We shouldn’t berate 

Martha too much – she also is a saint, and she 

was also much loved by the Lord. But she 

needed to learn a lesson. She needed to learn 

that what we do for Christ has to flow out of 

what we are for him – his true and devoted 

friends. It is easy to overload our agenda with 

Choosing the Better Part 

“From the top of a hill the rain flows down to 

the valley. Just as more water collects at the 

bottom of the hill, so Mary, sitting in a low 

place at the feet of Jesus, listening to His 

words, receives more than Martha, standing 

and serving the temporal needs of her Master. 

Mary, loving Jesus, the one thing needed, is in 

port. Martha, occupying herself about many 

things, is still at sea.” – St. Augustine  
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so many activities and commitments – good 

and beneficial as they may be – that we lose 

sight of our goal: to know, love, and imitate 

Christ more each day. Only that will give 

meaning to our lives; only that will equip us to 

help others find meaning; only that will fill us 

with the joy we long for. If we are separated 

from the vine, we cannot bear fruit (cf. John 

15:5), but if we seek first the Kingdom, 

everything else will fall into place (cf. Matthew 

6:33). 

The crucial sign that we may be following 

Martha’s footsteps a little too closely is a 

waning life of prayer. When we skimp on our 

prayer life, on that precious time that we 

spend, as Mary did, “at the Lord’s feet listening 

to him speaking,” we need to stop and check 

our spiritual vital signs. Maybe we have 

allowed ourselves to become so “distracted 

with all the serving” that we have forgotten 

why we should be serving in the first place. 

Christ the Friend  Christ was glad to be 

served, but he was even gladder to be loved. 

He yearns for our love. When we come before 

him at the final judgment, he will be less 

interested in our résumé of achievements than 

in the love with which we achieved them. He 

was happy that Mary wanted to listen to him, 

wanted to sit beside him and spend time with 

him. That is why he became man in the first 

place – to make himself available, to offer his 

friendship. This desire was so strong that he 

invented a way to extend his real presence to 

all times and places through the sacrament of 

the Eucharist. In every tabernacle throughout 

the world he is available 24/7, just for us, just 

because he loves us. 

Christ in My Life  I want to choose the 

better part every day – every moment of every 

day. I believe in you completely; I want to live 

wholly for you. Whose kingdom could I possibly 

prefer? My own? Save me from that! Someone 

else’s? But who is as wise as you, who is as 

powerful as you? Who is as loving as you? Thy 

Kingdom come, Lord, thy will be done… 

I want to build your Kingdom and win souls 

over to your friendship. I want to do so much 

for you! But I know that my heart is not yet 

completely pure. So keep me humble, Lord. 

Keep me focused on you and your Kingdom – 

not on myself and my achievements… 

Thank you for staying with me in the Eucharist. 

Now I always have a chance to sit at your feet 

and listen to your words and your heartbeats. I 

need that. I need a real place, a real presence. 

Thank you, Lord. Never let me take this great 

gift for granted. With the love of your heart, 

inflame my heart… 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH JULY OFFERTORY  

 Week 1:  $ 1,818 

 Week 2:  $ 2,889 

July Monthly Budget:  $ 6,215 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

As of June 6th. We have raised $31,810 toward our 
Parish goal of $59,269. We thank the 37 families who 
have contributed thus far. 
 

We are $27,459 short of the goal 
 
We invite you to prayerfully consider 

donating. 
   

To make a gift online scan the QR 
Code 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended 

Until September 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays 

Sunday Masses at CassaMaria will 

be postponed for the rest of the 

summer 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Aug 24, 7:30am-7:30pm pilgrimage to the 

Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge 

Details forthcoming! 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please call the parish office for list of accepted 

items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 


