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“Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.”  

 Jesus Preaching the Sermon on the Mount        Gustave Dore 



2 

Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended Until September 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions July 31 - August 06  

July 31 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family  

10:30am -  Alfonso & Carmela Chioccarelli 

12:00pm -  Domenic Lerro and all the Living & 

Deceased Descendants of the Marino and 

Josephine Lerro Families  

August 01 - Monday 

12:05pm - Clementine & Francesco Federico  

August 02 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - Intentions of Joseph V Federico 

August 03 - Wednesday 

12:05pm -  Intentions of Anna Keane  

August 04 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Deceased members of the Picardo 

Family  

August 05 - Friday 

12:05pm - Joseph P Sablone  

August 06 - Saturday 

5:00pm - John Ballantine; John Coviello; Mona 

& Patricia Guisto  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of June 26 - July 02 at Saint 

Leonard Church for Blessings for the 

family of Lauren and Alina  
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REFLECTION 

In last week’s liturgical readings we were taught 

that it is God who provides for our needs. It is God 

who provides true knowledge, a knowledge which 

comes with the duty to act justly and it is God who 

provides for our daily needs. The call to act justly 

continues in this Sunday’s readings and this time 

there is a call to act justly in relation to 

possessions. 

In the first reading we get a reflection on this 

question “is busying oneself with accumulating 

wealth worth it or is it all a chasing after the 

wind” (Ecl 2:11)? Right from the beginning of the 

reading, the answer is spelled out to this agonizing 

question: “All is vanity” (Ecl 1: 2). People seek the 

most varied and refined pleasures; they crave for 

wealth and aspire to social consideration. They try 

to perpetuate their presence in the world through 

their children, fight and kill to achieve power. The 

conclusion is always the same: at the end, without 

distinction, they are stripped of everything. 

Today’s first reading proposes the reflection of 

Qohelet on the accumulation of assets: “For here 

was a man who toiled in all wisdom, knowledge, 

and skill and he must leave all to someone who has 

not worked for it.” Is this not vanity and a great 

evil? (v. 21). So what to do? Stop working, not 

committing oneself any longer? Eating, drinking, 

having fun and not thinking about others? Qohelet 

advises his disciples a healthy enjoyment of what 

life offers. However, he leaves suspended the 

fundamental questions about the meaning of life. 

The answer cannot be found in his book but in the 

Gospel. Jesus will be the one to throw open new 

horizons, to teach not to fret about vanity, not to 

chase the wind. 

In the second reading we hear St Paul who exhorts 

us saying “Set your mind on things that are above, 

not on earthly things”. It seems an invitation to 

despise this world and to be impervious to material 

problems in order to turn only to heaven. However 

to understand this exhortation we must keep in 

mind that St Paul is speaking of baptism. A 

sacrament through which the Christian is dead to 

the old life, was raised with Christ and with him he 

started a whole new life. A life centered only on 

Christ. 

It is therefore a call to forever turn away from the 

temptation to cling to the things of this world for 

they turn our attention away from the Lord and 

towards ourselves as we see in the parable of the 

rich fool in the gospel. 

In today’s gospel we see that when it comes to 

possessions, even the best of people, Christians too, 

often end up losing their heads and become blind 

and deaf: they see only their interest and are 

willing to override even the most sacred 

sentiments. At times, with the help of a wise friend, 

the parties are able to agree, at other times instead 

the hatred lasts for years and the brothers stop 

talking to each other. 

One day Jesus was chosen as a mediator to solve 

one of these family contrasts (v. 13). In such cases, 

a suggestion, a good tip is not denied to anyone. 

Here was the surprising answer of the Master: 

“Who has appointed me as your judge or your 

attorney?” (v. 14). Probably we do not agree with 

him. Why does he hold back? Does he want to 

teach not to give value to the realities of this 

world? Does he invite us to shy away from the real 

problems of life? Does he recommend to tolerate 

the oppression of the arrogant? It cannot be. A 

similar choice would be contrary to the rest of the 

Gospel. Let us understand it better. 

Possessions without God and 

others are vanity. 
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The situation presented to him has arisen because 

one has attempted to commit an injustice and the 

other is in danger of suffering it. What to do? 

Various solutions can be taken: invent an excuse to 

escape the complicated issue, or rely upon the 

provisions in force that, in the time of Jesus, are 

those set forth in Deut 21:15-17. This section of 

Deuteronomy does give a solution to the problem 

but does not eliminate the cause from which all the 

discord, hatred and injustice are derived. 

So instead of solving the individual case, Jesus 

chooses to go to the root of the problem. “Be on 

your guard—he tells everyone—and avoid every 

kind of greed, for even though you have many 

possessions, it is not that which gives you life” (v. 

15). Here the cause of all evil is singled out: the 

greed of money, the desire to grab things. The 

disagreements arise always when one forgets a 

basic truth: the goods of this world do not belong 

to us but to God, who allocates them to all. Anyone 

who hoards for oneself, grabs more than he or she 

should, without thinking of others, distorts the 

Creator’s plan. The goods are no longer considered 

as gifts of God, but man’s property, from precious 

objects they are transformed into idols to worship. 

In his response Jesus is clear that what should 

occupy our lives is our destination when our life in 

this world comes to an end, hence in his response 

one should not see contempt for material goods but 

his detachment from this world. 

To clarify his thought he tells a parable (vv. 16-20), 

the central part of which consists of the long 

argument that the rich farmer does with himself. 

Why is this man called foolish? Listening to this 

man one cannot but wonder does he have no 

family, wife, and children? No neighbors? No 

workers? Of course, he has them. He lives among 

the people, but he does not see them. He has no 

time, no energies to use, no thoughts, no words, 

and no feelings for the people. He is only interested 

in one who speaks of property and suggests how to 

increase them. He thinks of the crops, the stores, 

and the wheat. In his mind there is no room for 

anything else, certainly not for God. The assets are 

the idol that has created a vacuum around him and 

has dehumanized all. Even the farmer, in his heart, 

is no longer a man; he is a thing: he is a machine 

that produces and makes calculations. 

We feel compassion for him because he is a poor, 

unfortunate, mad man, as Jesus said. Something in 

him is broken because he has no inner balance, has 

completely lost the orientation and the meaning of 

life. He refers to nothing but “I” and “mine” 

meaning for him and his world everything is his, 

only he and his property exists. He is foolishly 

blinded by his what he has. 

The gist of today’s message rests on the fact that 

possessions have the potential to blind us to the 

existence of God and others, and in that sense as 

we see in the first reading everything is vanity, 

which according to St Paul can be remedied by 

“Setting your mind on things that are above, not on 

earthly things” and according to Jesus’ teaching the 

greatest possession one can have is that which 

makes one rich in the sight of God. We can only 

achieve this richness in the eyes of God if we 

always remember that all possessions belong to 

God just as every created being belongs to Him. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH JULY OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 1,818 

 Week 2:  $ 2,889 

 Week 3:  $ 2,284 

 Week 4:  $ 1,859 

July Monthly Budget:  $ 6,215 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended 

Until September 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays 

Sunday Masses at CassaMaria will 

be postponed for the rest of the 

summer 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please call the parish office for list of accepted 

items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult group 

meets at Saint Leonard Church beginning with the 

rosary at 6:30pm followed by Mass at 7:00pm. All 

young adults 20s & 30s are welcomed. 

Don't miss the pro-life party of the summer!  

Celebrate the end of Roe v. Wade while supporting a 

local pregnancy resource center. All proceeds go to 

Your Options Medical. Dress semi-formally, watch the 

sunset, and enjoy delicious food. Ages 21+. 
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

St. Leonard's will be celebrating its 150th Anniversary beginning in 
January 2023. The goal of the 150th is to celebrate and unite the 
entire Church and community to honor the past and build the 

future. Paramount is evangelization and strengthening our faith 
and love of God. Following St. Leonard's devotion to the Way of the 
Cross, we will be using the Stations of the Cross as the centerpiece 
for the celebrations and monthly events.  

We have received many great ideas for celebrating this historical 
milestone, and have organized some committees to help with 
planning. We need your help! Please consider joining a committee: 

· Spiritual/Evangelization: Organizing the events and activities 

that will be transformative, using the Stations of the Cross as 
the focus 

· Liturgical: Overseeing Masses and other liturgical offerings 

· Historical: Researching and presenting the history of the 
Church, the Franciscans and the Italian immigrants in the North 
End  

· Gala: Organizing the 150th celebration and fundraising event 

· Dinner Dance:  Offering the traditional dinner dance and 
sponsorship booklet 

· Product Development and Marketing: Creating ways to promote 
the 150th events  

· Program/Events: Organizing and hosting monthly programs and 

events 

· Fundraising: Developing ways to raise money to ensure the 
future of the Church 

· Social: Creating ways to welcome and celebrate with events 
such as coffee after Masses 

If you are interested in joining with us, please contact 
Celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

We are also looking for historical photos and videos, if you have 
any, we would love to have copies for the living history of the 

Church we are putting together.  

Thank you!  
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

Transfiguration prayer   
 

On the mountain you were transfigured, O Christ God, 
And your disciples beheld your glory as far as they were able 

So that when they would behold You crucified, 
They would understand that Your suffering was voluntary, 

And would proclaim to the world, 
That You are truly the radiance of the Father.  


