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“Take my yoke upon you, 

says the Lord, 

and learn from me, for I am 

meek and humble of heart.” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended Until September 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions August 28 - September 03 

August 28 - Sunday 

9:00am – Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family; Frances 

DeVico  

10:30am - Victorio & Yolanda D’Amore, 

Massimino D’Amore, Mario D’Amore Jr., 

Salvatore Tizzano, Michelina Torre, St. Anthony 

Nostra Signora del Sacro Cuore, Cavate, 

Sulmona, Anna Ventresca, Dora Giammarco 

12:00pm - Ann (Babe) DeMarco  

August 29 - Monday 

12:05pm - Mary Sullivan London  

August 30 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - Peter and Josephine Romano 

August 31 - Wednesday 

12:05pm - Grace Caiani  

September  01 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Nancy Whitten Martignetti  

September  02 - Friday 

12:05pm - Diane Colvario VanMeter  

September  03 - Saturday 

5:00pm - Carmela & Francesco Bruno  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of August 28 - September 03 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Carmine & 

Assunta Guarino 

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of August 28 - September 03 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Robert Buddy 

Spagnuolo 
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REFLECTION 

The Kingdom of God can never be discovered and 

attained through any purely human capacity and 

endeavor. It is impossible. God alone is the source 

of all powers and knowledge that will enable 

anybody to discover and attain His kingdom. That 

is why those who think that, since they are 

intelligent, learned and holy, they can discover the 

secrets of the Kingdom of God, are really mistaken. 

It is not a subject matter that can be taken up in 

school, nor a goal to be attained through pious 

acts. Rather, it is a gift from God, given only to 

those who share in the values of the Kingdom, that 

is, the “merest children”. That is why God’s 

Kingdom is revealed to them because they belong 

to it, while it is hidden from the so-called “learned 

and wise” who have become proud because they 

are alien to this Kingdom. 

The “merest children” are not necessarily those 

who are children by age, but also those who have 

the attributes and qualities of children: humble, 

simple, docile, obedient, trusting and loving. They 

need not be learned in theology or in any sacred 

sciences; they need not be intellectually gifted; 

they may not even be in positions of prominence in 

the ecclesiastical or civil society. But since they 

share in the qualities of God, they truly belong to 

God and His Kingdom.  

Pride is essentially the refusal to acknowledge God 

in one’s life, and the desire to put oneself above 

God. This is exactly what happened to Satan – 

from being the angel Lucifer, he became the 

Adversary. He refused to submit to God – “I will 

not serve,” he declared. And he tried to put himself 

at par with or even above God. We may not realize 

this, but we become like Satan when pride rules 

our life. There are many proud people – and 

among them are Christians and even priests and 

bishops. For, indeed, pride can infect anybody. 

They still go to church and claim to be Christians. 

But actually, they do not worship God authentically 

– they worship their own self. Even their prayers 

are selfish – they pray, not to follow God’s will, but 

to dictate on God their own will. And in dealing 

with other people, they always look down on 

others – this is an expression of their thinking that 

they are better than the others, that they are the 

center of the world, that they do not need God, and 

finally, that they are God already. So they become 

the enemy of God, since there can be no other God 

(that is the first commandment). Looking down on 

people, they naturally forget or knowingly 

disregard the fact that there is still Somebody 

higher than them. 

The only way to overcome pride is the virtue of 

humility. It is the most basic Christian virtue. It is 

the mark of God. God humbled Himself by 

becoming man like us in all things except sin. The 

distance between being God and being man is 

infinite. Yet God did that, and emptied Himself, 

even dying on the cross. And if we truly want to 

follow Jesus, the first step is to be humble and 

empty ourselves: “He who wants to follow me 

must deny his very self, take up his cross and begin 

to follow in my footsteps.” There is no possibility to 

follow Christ when we are not humble. There is no 

possibility of spiritual growth in Christian virtues 

without humility. Only in humility can we overcome 

the sin of pride and avoid eternal punishment. 

Indicators of true humility are when we are not 

anymore insecure, envious, jealous and ambitious.  

A proud person is always insecure and unhappy. 

He is usually paranoid, always thinking that others 

are out to pull him down. Deep inside, he knows 

that, being proud, he is always standing on shaky 

ground – he can fall and self-destruct at any time. 

This thought makes him unstable, insecure and 

afraid. As a result, he cannot be happy. He cannot 

establish lasting relationships because of his 

egoistic attitudes, and he soon loses real friends. 

The friends that he has are just interested in 

My child, conduct your affairs with humility, 

and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts 

… and you will find favor with God.  
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getting something from him. And this drives him to 

further insecurities and paranoia. 

On the other hand, a truly humble person is secure 

and happy. He has many friends, and he does not 

think ill of anybody. Even if other people may treat 

him badly, he does not resent them, nor does he 

seek revenge. With no bloated ego, he is not hurt 

by harsh criticisms and slander. He is not afraid to 

be pulled down because he is used to being down 

– he cannot go down any further. He does not talk 

about himself, and so he easily gains true friends 

because they feel secure and at peace with him. 

Such is the example of the saints – happy, peaceful 

and graceful all the time. 

Pride is the result of a mistaken comparison. It is 

just a matter of choosing our point of reference. If 

we compare ourselves with others, we will surely 

find many people who are of lesser capacities and 

status than ourselves. That makes us proud and 

even arrogant. Even in the aspect of holiness – and 

this is classically illustrated by the scribes and 

Pharisees – when we look at others, we will easily 

see people who are not as holy as we are. This 

leads to spiritual pride. So, instead of looking at 

others, let us look at God. Doing so will always 

make us realize how sinful, unworthy and 

insignificant we are. That will surely lead us to be 

more humble. That is why, at the start of the Mass, 

we have the Penitential Rite for us to have the 

proper disposition for the Eucharistic celebration. 

That disposition is humility – we look at God, and 

we realize our sinfulness. Then with humble and 

contrite hearts, we ask God for forgiveness: “Lord, 

have mercy.” Only then can we be properly 

disposed to join in the celebration of the Holy 

Mass. 

And at the second part of the Mass, the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist, which starts with the Preparation of 

Gifts (Offertory), …(when the) priest assumes the 

ad orientem position (facing the altar), to better 

express that we, the priest and the people, together 

face God, that God is the center of the Eucharistic 

celebration, not the priest nor anybody else. This is 

definitely an expression of humble disposition in the 

presence of God. 

The best example of humility is Mary. She is the 

maidservant of the Lord, who looked upon her 

lowliness. Her perfect humility made her own self 

totally empty of selfishness and egotism, and that 

is why she was ready to receive the greatest gift of 

all, the Son of God, in her womb. She crushes the 

head of the serpent for in her humility she has the 

full power of God over the proud serpent, Satan. 

Anyone who is humble like her is feared by the devil 

for he knows that the power of God resides in the 

humble heart. Most importantly, humility makes 

one always ready to do the will of God. Mary’s 

unconditional obedience to God is the key to her 

power that the devil cannot overcome. A humble 

person is truly powerful. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH AUGUST OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,084 

 Week 2:  $ 2,349 

 Week 2:  $ 2,159 

 August Monthly Budget:  $ 8,567  

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended 

Until September 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays 

Sunday Masses at CassaMaria will 

be postponed for the rest of the 

summer 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 
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 Wednesday, September 28, 2022 - 6:00 PM 

We will gather at full capacity, under the tent! 

Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is 

hosting its 41st Annual Lawn Party on the grounds 

of the seminary.  

This premiere fundraising event is hosted by His 

Eminence, Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap. The 

evening will include a reception and dinner with 

music. Located on Route 30 in Weston, the Seminary 

prepares second career candidates, men over the 

age of 30, for priesthood.  The proceeds from the 

Lawn Party help to keep tuition costs 

affordable.  For ticket information, please call the 

Pope St. John XXIII Development Office at 781-899-

5500, or visit their website www.psjs.edu. You can 

make a difference and encourage the vocations of 

these men through your support of the Lawn Party. 

St. Leonard's will be celebrating its 150th Anniversary 
beginning in January 2023. The goal of the 150th is to 

celebrate and unite the entire Church and community to 
honor the past and build the future. Paramount is 

evangelization and strengthening our faith and love of 
God. Following St. Leonard's devotion to the Way of the 

Cross, we will be using the Stations of the Cross as the 

centerpiece for the celebrations and monthly events.  

We have received many great ideas for celebrating this 

historical milestone, and have organized some 
committees to help with planning. We need your help! 

Please consider joining a committee: 

· Spiritual/Evangelization: Organizing the events and 
activities that will be transformative, using the 

Stations of the Cross as the focus 

· Liturgical: Overseeing Masses and other liturgical 

offerings 

· Historical: Researching and presenting the history of 
the Church, the Franciscans and the Italian 

immigrants in the North End  

· Gala: Organizing the 150th celebration and fundraising 

event 

· Dinner Dance:  Offering the traditional dinner dance 

and sponsorship booklet 

· Product Development and Marketing: Creating ways 

to promote the 150th events  

· Program/Events: Organizing and hosting monthly 

programs and events 

· Fundraising: Developing ways to raise money to 

ensure the future of the Church 

· Social: Creating ways to welcome and celebrate with 

events such as coffee after Masses 

If you are interested in joining with us, please contact 

Celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

We are also looking for historical photos and videos, if 

you have any, we would love to have copies for the 

living history of the Church we are putting together.  

Thank you!  

41st Annual Lawn Party to benefit 

Seminarians 

http://www.psjs.edu
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Penna 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 


