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“God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ 

and entrusting to us the 

message of reconciliation.” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended Until September 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions September 11 - September 17 

September 11 - Sunday 

9:00am – Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family; 

Deceased members of the Cataldo & Merola 

families; Steven Forman; Frances De Vico  

10:30am - Christopher Iannella, Maria Felicita 

& Antonio Torra, Filomena & Rocco Pezzano; 

Joseph DeRosa; Deceased Members of Donne 

2000 & Association Gizio  

12:00pm - Giovanni Polichetti  

September 12 - Monday 

12:05pm - Joseph P. Sablone  

September 13 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - Bob Agrippino  

September 14 - Wednesday 

12:05pm - Maria Gesualdi  

September 15 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Harold F. Whitten  

September  16 - Friday 

12:05pm - Dominic Ranzo  

September  17 - Saturday 

5:00pm - Mary Musto; Michela Barone, Father, 

Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother & Sister 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of September 11 - September 17 

at Saint Leonard Church for Maria 

Gesualdi 



REFLECTION 

This greatest of all parables is a response to a 

complaint: “Now the tax collectors and sinners 

were all drawing near to hear him. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, ‘This 

man receives sinners and eats with them’” (Lk 15:1

-2). Jesus justifies the coming of “undesirables” to 

Him as a kind of long-overdue homecoming. 

Drawing on images of a strayed sheep and a 
mislaid coin, the Lord sets the stage for the story of 

a lost man who returns home, a dead man who 

comes back to life. If the retrieval of livestock and 

money calls for rejoicing, then this man’s 

restoration to his family is not only worth 

celebrating with feasting on earth, but also 
occasions an incomparable joy in heaven. 

“I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance” (Lk 

15:7). To know that God values our conversion that 

dearly makes every detail of the parable of the 

Prodigal Son resonate, as though it were our life 
story. “Human life is in some way a constant 

returning to our Father’s house,” St Josemaria 

agrees. Indeed, “the story of the prodigal son 

repeats itself in our lives,” as often as “every day, 

and even repeatedly during the twenty-four hours 
of the same day” (cf. Christ is Passing By, nos. 64, 

91; Friends of God, no. 214). 

Having shown His critics how anxious they would 

be for lost possessions, Jesus sets before them an 

irresponsible young man—the younger of two sons, 

someone easily written off as a ne’er-do-well. He 

was restless at home. But in a faraway place, with 
different people, he thought he could be an 

anonymous rogue—with money to burn, no 

consequences or responsibilities, and no one 

looking over his shoulder. He went out looking for 

paradise, and when he arrived, he thought he had 
found it, and gave no thought to the future. 

WHEN REALITY STRIKES 

Whenever people are discontent with what they 
have at home—with the place itself or those with 

whom they live—they often imagine running away. 

The world looks like such an inviting place—full of 

excitement and pleasures that never grow old. But 

as the Victorian poet Matthew Arnold observed in 
his famous poem Dover Beach, the world cannot 

give what matters most: “…the world, which 

seems to lie before us like a land of dreams, so 

various, so beautiful, so new, hath really neither 

joy, nor love, nor light, nor certitude, nor peace, nor 
help for pain.” The prodigal son thought that he 

had all of those things in his hands for a while. 

Then reality struck. All of a sudden he had no 

money, no food, no friends. Because God is our 

merciful Father, He allows the vault of our heaven 

to collapse. He allows the blue skies of our 

paradise to turn black. And He makes us feel a 
hunger that no food can satiate. In a moment of 

stark disillusionment, the prodigal’s restless heart 

was convicted of its vanity. 

What he never expected to find standing hungry 

and lonely over a pig sty was given to him, 

unasked for, unlooked for: the Grace of repentance. 

With the stench, the flies, the mess of a muddy pig 
pen before him, the runaway remembered his 

father. At the moment when he found himself 

prepared to eat garbage, nostalgia for his father’s 

house seized him. 

Unlike the former mirage of a distant dreamland, 

the journey home would overwhelm all his 

expectations, landing him in his father’s arms, 
because “the free gift is not like the trespass” (cf. 

Rm 5:15). The son who had squandered everything 

will receive back more than he had lost: “the free 

gift following many trespasses brings 

justification” (Rm 5:16). And he, and we, are left to 
“wonder at and rejoice in the gift which God makes 

us of being able to call ourselves his 

children” (Christ is Passing By, no. 64). 

But the story doesn’t end there, and we need 

it not to end there. 

The Gift is not Like the Trespass 
REV. JOHN HENRY HANSON, O. PRAEM  
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https://stjosemaria.org/author/revjohnhenryhanson/


THE OLDER SON 

Families not infrequently have a child who never 

seems to do anything right, and another who 

seems to do nothing wrong. One sibling can’t 

handle money, relationships, or hold down a job, 
the other does everything on schedule with money 

in the bank. As much as we can relate to a straying 

son, we might also see ourselves in the resentment 

of the elder brother. Our Lord uses him to bring out 

the greatness of the father, the poverty of the 
prodigal son, and a wrong attitude that might be 

within all of us. 

The older son refuses to take part in the festivities 

occasioned by his brother’s return. But he knows 

that his father will come out to try to reason with 

him. The same father who went out to meet the 

prodigal son won’t fail to go out to meet the 
troubled older brother. He knows his father is good. 

But he cannot imitate his father by advancing 

beyond mere goodness to mercy, to a love which 

pours itself out without thinking about what might 

be coming back as a return on the investment. How 
hard it is for us to love that freely, to love 

“blindfolded” and hands tied behind the back, as it 

were, so that we can’t receive a reward! 

Then the older brother opens his mouth, and what 

might it sound like? He has heard the news and he 

says, There is no way I’m going to go in there to 

celebrate. What do you want from me? Am I 
supposed to go in, get a plate of food, enjoy the 

music, sit down and ask my brother where he’s 

been for the last six months? To be honest, I was 

kind of hoping he would never come back. Do you 

want me to go in and pretend to be happy, to be 
interested in the stories he has to tell? 

The father, for his part, leaves the decision in his 
older son’s hands. He is a great father! He raises 

his boys to be free men. He let the younger son go 

his way; he lets the older son choose his own path. 

He says: I’m not going to force you to come in; I’m 

not going to force you to rejoice; I’m not going to 
force you to forgive. You are always at my side. 

Everything I have is yours. But your brother had 

everything, lost everything, and now he’s recovered 

everything. He knows what he has now because—

get this—it has been given back to him without his 

having earned it. Everything has been given back to 
him without cost.  

The older brother cannot yet understand that kind 

of transaction. He is a hard and consistent worker. 

But he’s also keeping track. He punches his time 

card and knows what’s coming to him. He wants to 

earn so that he won’t have to rely on the goodness 

of another. He wants to take ownership of all the 
wrong things. 

ONCE WE HAVE COME BACK 

So is the message of the parable of the Prodigal 

Son this: No matter how irresponsible you are, no 

matter what you’ve done, God will take you back. 

God will say: Everything is okay now. We’ll pretend 
it never happened? Yes and no. Yes, God will 

always take back with open arms anyone who 

returns to Him with even a little humility and 

contrition: “A broken and contrite heart, O God, you 

will not reject” (Ps 51:17). 

But everything is not instantly okay. Once we have 

come back, we must learn to be content by the 
father’s side. This is now the “project” of the 

prodigal son: to grow in his relationship with the 

father. We must learn to be still and to know our 

God. We must learn to be sober. We take ownership 

of our sins, not blaming anyone else, but saying, I 
was the one who abandoned my Father. And He 

brought me back. Or: I was the one who worked for 

years in my Father’s house, but for myself. And now 

I have learned to share my Father’s goodness. 

The younger son has a long road ahead of him. It is 

the road of recovery. It is a road all of us have been 

on and are on. The older son also has a road to 
recovery, and it is also our path. The two brothers 

are on the same road together, each learning in his 

own way to be content by the Father’s side, each 

learning to receive a gift that goes far beyond their 

ability to repay. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ST LEONARD PARISH SEPTEMBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,567 

September Monthly Budget:  $6,239  

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be suspended 

Until Fall 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays until 2pm 

Sunday Masses at Casa Maria will 

be postponed for the rest of the 

summer 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 
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Just a reminder that there is an Advisory Committee 
Meeting for the 150th Anniversary Celebration on 

Tuesday, September 20th at 6:30pm in St. Joseph's 
Hall. Please join us. We have so much to share and 

to discuss. Also, please feel free to invite anyone 
you think would be interested in attending.  

Looking forward to seeing you on the 20th, 

Claudia Carroll 

Coordinator of the 150th 

Thank you!  
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Blessing of the animals 

 

Keeping in the 
Franciscan tradition, on 

October 2, 2022 after 
the 9:00am mass and 

the 12:00pm mass,      
Fr. Michael Della Penna 

will bless the animals in 

the Peace Garden  

All pets are welcome! 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
prayer 

 

 

Dear Jesus, your love for your 
Father and for the whole world 

brought you to the cross. Gazing 
upon the cross helps us to 

remember your bitter Passion and 
we thank you for your great 

sacrifice. 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
September 14 


