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“God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ 

and entrusting to us the 

message of reconciliation.” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

8:15 AM mass will be resumed on Monday October 3rd 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions September 18 - September 24 

September 18 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family  

10:30am - Madonna Addolorata; Vittorio 

Recupero; Francesco Guarino; Maria & Michele 

Torra; Rocco Pezzano; Joanne Shaugnessy 

Albiers  

12:00pm - Josephine Mestone; Barbara 

Tomasone; Tom Lazzara; Tony Santanello;  

Armando Ventola  

September 19 - Monday 

12:05pm - Joseph & Josephine Trodella  

September 20 - Tuesday  

12:05pm - Roy Mastrullo  

September 21 - Wednesday 

12:05pm - Ilene (Terrio) Hanlon Guiney  

September 22 - Thursday  

12:05pm - Joseph Taglieri & Consolata Iantosca  

September  23 - Friday 

12:05pm - Mary Ballantine 

September  24 - Saturday 

5:00pm - Benny DeChristoforo; Phillip Papagio; 

Joseph DiFronzo, EdieJo DiFronzo; Maria 

Ventresca; Michela Barone; Lucia; Jane Lawson  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of September 18 - September 24 

at Saint Leonard Church for Josephine 

Mestone  



REFLECTION 

From time to time, I am asked what is the 

meaning of the parable that Jesus taught in 

the Gospel today (Luke 16:1-8a). It seems 

difficult for many people to understand what 

Jesus means. I can begin by saying that Jesus 

does not praise the dishonest steward. It is the 

steward’s master who praises the steward in 

the parable (16:8a). People have what is 

presumably the false impression that the 

steward defrauds his master out of some of his 

goods when he asks the debtors to write a new 

note. However, when the steward asks the 

debtors to write out a new note, we take it 

that the steward is canceling his own 

commission which would have been part of the 

note or I.O.U., while his master still received all 

that was his due. The dishonest steward thus 

takes the hit himself, losing his own 

commission on the trades, not his master. The 

master may not have even known the amount 

of commission his steward demanded on 

goods. The parable concludes with the master 

praising the steward for acting prudently in a 

crisis. 

Then Jesus uses the parable to teach and says, 

“For the children of this world are more 

prudent in dealing with their own generation 

than are the children of light.” (Luke 16:8b) 

The children of this world know how to be 

prudent for the future. In this parable, the 

steward cancelled his commission so that in 

the future if he were let go, he would have 

people he could call on for help. The steward 

in the parable was economically prudent 

during a crisis. In fact, Jesus says he was more 

prudent than the children of light. In other 

words, economists can sometimes be more 

concerned about their economic future than 

Christians are about their spiritual future. In 

that sense, economists, with their thinking 

about the future and making provisions, put 

Christians to shame if Christians do not spare 

a thought for the future salvation of their 

souls. 

Then in the Gospel we hear other teachings 

from Jesus about wealth. He says to use 

money to have friends to welcome us into 

eternity. An example of this in Scripture is 

almsgiving. I would suggest that we could 

think of other passages in Scripture that tell us 

almsgiving is very pleasing to God. For 

example, in the Acts of the Apostles, Cornelius 

is told in a vision that his prayers and 

almsgiving have ascended to God (Acts 

10:4,31). Peter writes that charity, which could 

include almsgiving, covers a multitude of sins 

(1 Pet 4:8) So Jesus is saying not only is the 

prudence of economists for the future an 

example of how Christians should be 

concerned for their future salvation, but 

Christians are to use money in a way that is 

spiritually beneficial for their future. Therefore, 

if someone is careless about money, which is 

only for this life, what will that person’s 

attitude be to true riches, life with God? The 

reason why Jesus urges care with the use of 

money is because we can serve only one 

master—God or mammon. 

So, Jesus’ teaching leaves us with lots of 

questions we could ask ourselves. Are we more 

concerned about our future salvation than 

economists are about their financial future? 

Are we living in such a way that our eternal 

salvation comes first? Do we use our money in 

a way that is spiritually beneficial for us? 

What comes first in our life, God or mammon? 

Putting God first  
 Rev. Tommy Lane   
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It was also putting God first that the prophet 

Amos preached, and in the first reading (Amos 

8:4-7) Amos tells us that incorrect use of 

money is displeasing to God. Traders had 

tampered with the scales so they could make 

an even bigger profit and they were impatient 

for the Jewish holy days of new moon and 

Sabbath to conclude so that they could get 

back to making money. 

As we contemplate putting God first in 

everything, even in economics, the second 

reading also urges putting God first (1 Tim 2:1-

8), putting God first in society. Paul asks for 

prayers “for kings and for all in authority, that 

we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all 

devotion and dignity.” (1 Tim 2:2) So just as 

God is to be allowed to enter into economics, 

God is also to be allowed to enter into politics 

and civil laws so “that we may lead a quiet 

and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity...”  

By reason, we should already know what is 

right and wrong, and know the foundation for 

political decisions. Adding faith to reason will 

help to purify and shed further light on our 

decisions. Religion, in other words, is not a 

problem for legislators to solve, but a vital 

contributor to the national conversation. 

Today the teaching of Jesus asks us to put God 

first, to be even more concerned about our 

future salvation than economists are about 

their financial future, and to use money in a 

way that is spiritually beneficial for us. Paul 

urged prayers for civil leaders that religion may 

be practiced freely and Pope Benedict urges 

contemporary civil leaders to add faith to 

reason, in order to purify and shed further light 

on decisions. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ST LEONARD PARISH SEPTEMBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,567 

 Week 2:  $ 2,880 

September Monthly Budget:  $6,239  

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be resumed on 

Monday October 3rd 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays until 2pm 

Sunday Masses at Casa Maria will 

be resumed October 2nd at 1:30 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 
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Blessing of the animals 

 

Keeping in the 
Franciscan tradition, on 

October 2, 2022 after 
the 9:00am mass and 

the 12:00pm mass,      
Fr. Michael Della Penna 

will bless the animals in 

the Peace Garden  

All pets are welcome! 
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St. Leonard's will be celebrating its 150th Anniversary 
beginning in January 2023. The goal of the 150th is to celebrate 
and unite the entire Church and community to honor the past 

and build the future. Paramount is evangelization and 
strengthening our faith and love of God. Following St. 
Leonard's devotion to the Way of the Cross, we will be using 
the Stations of the Cross as the centerpiece for the 

celebrations and monthly events.  

We have received many great ideas for celebrating this 
historical milestone, and have organized some committees to 
help with planning. We need your help! Please consider joining 
a committee: 

· Spiritual/Evangelization: Organizing the events and 
activities that will be transformative, using the Stations of 
the Cross as the focus 

· Liturgical: Overseeing Masses and other liturgical offerings 

· Historical: Researching and presenting the history of the 
Church, the Franciscans and the Italian immigrants in the 

North End  

· Gala: Organizing the 150th celebration and fundraising 
event 

· Dinner Dance:  Offering the traditional dinner dance and 
sponsorship booklet 

· Product Development and Marketing: Creating ways to 

promote the 150th events  

· Program/Events: Organizing and hosting monthly programs 
and events 

· Fundraising: Developing ways to raise money to ensure the 
future of the Church 

· Social: Creating ways to welcome and celebrate with 
events such as coffee after Masses 

If you are interested in joining with us, please contact 
Celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

We are also looking for historical photos and videos, if you 
have any, we would love to have copies for the living history 

of the Church we are putting together.  

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Just a reminder that there is an Advisory 

Committee Meeting for the 

150th Anniversary Celebration on 

Tuesday, September 20th at 6:30pm in 

St. Joseph's Hall. Please join us. We have 

so much to share and to discuss. Also, 

please feel free to invite anyone you think 

would be interested in attending.  

Looking forward to seeing you on the 

20th, 

Claudia Carroll 

Coordinator of the 150th 

Thank you!  
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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Padre Pio de Pietrelcina  
prayer 

 

 

O God, 
You gave Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 

Capuchin priest, 
the great privilege of participating 

in a unique way in the passion of Your Son, 
grant me 

through his intercession 
the grace of 

living in conformity 
with the death of Jesus, 

to arrive at the glory 
of the resurrection. 

Amen 

Padre Pio de Pietrelcina 
September 23 


