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“In all circumstances, give 

thanks, 

for this is the will of God for 

you in Christ Jesus. ” 

 



2 

Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:00 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:00 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions October 09 - October 15 

October 09 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family 

10:30am - For the Healing of Carol Fabiano 

12:00pm - Gerald Levins 

October 10 - Monday 

8:15am  - For the Healing of Carol Fabiano 

12:05pm - Michelina Martignetti 

October 11 - Tuesday  

12:05pm -Deceased members of the Picardo 

family  

October 12 - Wednesday 

8:15am  -Larry Coelho 

12:05pm -Harold F. Whitten  

October 13 - Thursday  

8:15am  -Elda Federico 

12:05pm -Angelina Cogliani  

October 14 - Friday 

8:15am  - Mass Grades 6 to 8- St. Johns School 

12:05pm -Joseph P Sablone  

October 15 - Saturday 

5:00pm - John, Patrick, Anthony Bobnis, 

Michael & Pasqualina Varallo; Carmen Mier 

Yteran; In Honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary; 

Mary & Fred Fuccillo; Josephine & Joseph 

Gaeta; Angelinaa & Annibale D’Elia; Frederick 

Ferullo; Benny Fuccillo; Healing for Carol 

Fabiano  



REFLECTION 

The miraculous healing of the 10 lepers, 

according to St. Luke, happens at a distance, 

as it were off stage, like the healing of the 

Centurion’s servant. It’s remarkable how little 

personal interaction is involved. There is no 

stretching out of the hand, no healing touch, 

no word of power, no discussion about faith. 

Jesus simply orders the lepers to show 

themselves to the Priests; they go, and they 

are cured. So the dramatic emphasis of this 

story is not at all on the miracle, but on what 

follows: on the giving of thanks, and its lack.  

St. Luke the gentile, writing especially with a 

gentile audience in mind, highlights here the 

identity of the man who came back: he was a 

Samaritan. Immediately we are reminded of 

the parable of the Good Samaritan (10:25-37). 

In both stories there’s a contrast in behavior. 

The action of the outsider puts to shame that 

of the insiders who should have known better. 

According to the Old Testament law, leprosy 

renders a person not only contagiously 

diseased, but also ritually unclean. So lepers 

have to stand far off. The Greek word they use 

in their anguished cry to Jesus is: Eleison! Have 

mercy! It’s the very word we sing at the 

beginning of Mass, and in the Good Friday 

liturgy. With the lepers of the Gospel story, we 

also cry out to Jesus, because we also 

recognize our radical need for God’s mercy. 

But with the lepers also we boldly confess, 

with complete faith and trust, the power of 

Jesus to help us. Then, following the prompting 

of this story, with the Samaritan we return and 

give thanks. 

It’s good for us to identify ourselves very 

closely with this leper, because what Jesus did 

for him is a sign or foreshadowing of what he 

has done for each of us. As St. Paul put it to 

the Corinthians: You have been washed clean, 

you have been sanctified, you have been 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor 

6:11). Or as St. Peter puts it in his first letter: 

Formerly you were a non-people; now you are 

the people of God. Formerly you were outside 

mercy. Now you have received mercy (2:10). 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the 

Priest and Levite who pass by on the other 

side represent religious people who somehow 

miss the point of their religion. They are so 

caught up with their own concerns, or so 

focussed on their need to preserve their ritual 

purity, that they shamefully neglect a manifest 

duty of charity. In today’s story of the ten 

lepers, the nine who fail to give thanks seem 

no less shockingly neglectful. They also can 

represent all who receive the Lord’s mercy and 

love, yet somehow pass it all heedlessly and 

selfishly by. Who of us does not feel in some 

degree convicted by this warning? Who among 

us has not at times been so caught up with his 

own concerns, his worries, problems or pains, 

that he has somehow missed the point, and 

failed to remember, or even notice, the 

goodness, mercy and love of God, and the 

blessings lavished upon us in Jesus Christ our 

Lord? 

from pluscarden abbey 
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Ingratitude is a horrible thing. In one of his 

homilies St. Bernard describes it as “the enemy 

of the soul”. He pictures ingratitude as “a 

burning wind that dries up the fountain of 

piety, the dew of mercy, and the flowing 

stream of grace” (In Cant. Serm 51:6). Where 

there is ingratitude, he says, “merit is emptied 

out, virtue wastes away, and benefits received 

are lost”. 

St. Paul tells us we should give thanks in all 

circumstances (cf. I Thess 5:17), or for all 

things. Part of the vocation of any Christian, 

very much so of any monk, is to give God 

thanks and praise, on behalf of those who do 

not know him, and even on behalf of dumb 

creation. We thank him for our being; for the 

created world we live in; for the food we eat 

and the air we breathe; for our family and 

friends, our occupation, our health, for those 

we live with, for our country, and its relative 

peace and prosperity. We thank him for special 

moments of grace, for the inspiration of good 

example, for the sources of encouragement or 

consolation or joy that come our way. 

And if our portion is predominantly trials, 

difficulties, pains and griefs, then according to 

the teaching of the Apostle we thank him for 

those also, for in them we are more closely 

united with Christ crucified, and enabled to 

enter ever more deeply into his Sacred Heart. 

But beyond and above all these things - as it 

were in a higher mode – more radically we 

thank God for Jesus Christ himself; for his 

Incarnation; for his saving death and life-giving 

resurrection. This is for us the gift of gifts and 

the grace of graces. If all other lesser gifts were 

to be taken away, yet leaving us with only 

Christ, then we would be rich indeed, and with 

good cause for endless joyful thanksgiving. 

The Greek word Luke uses for the leper’s 

thanksgiving in today’s story is “eucharistein”. 

And we are here now because we know that 

the best possible way of expressing our thanks 

to God for all his gifts is through participation 

in the Holy Eucharist. Here is made present 

Christ’s self gift to the end: his body offered for 

us in sacrifice, his blood poured out for us. Here 

Jesus gives us himself, not in part, but wholly. 

He gives not of course craving our gratitude, 

but freely, simply, out of love. Yet we are the 

ones who will benefit if we receive him with 

open hearts and minds; if we notice what he 

has done for us, and return due thanks. Having 

that attitude of mind we will truly live the 

Eucharist, and receive from it the life, blessing, 

health and holiness Jesus wants to give us. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 

ST LEONARD PARISH OCTOBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,815 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,616 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be resumed on 

Monday October 3rd 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays until 3pm 

Sunday Masses at Casa Maria will 

be resumed October 2nd at 1:30 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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all intentions and holy cards found 

on the Saints will be brought once 

a month to the mass in offered up 

for the mass.  
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St Leonard’s Catholic Catechism 

St Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism 

Instruction (Kindergarten through high school) 

will began in person on October 16 and conclude 

in may, culminating in our first communion and 

confirmation celebrations. Classes will take 

place on Sunday morning at 10:30am.  

If you would like your kid to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our 

website or contact Melissa or Cindy ASAP at 

CCD@sleonard.org 

The deadline is October 10 for registration 

NOV. 12TH THRU NOV. 13TH 

Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel 

1000 Marriott Road - Quincy, MA 

A Grace Filled Weekend  

...come, you will hear amazing witnesses who 

attest to the Truth of Jesus’ great Mercy, Love 

and forgiveness… 

Come and encounter 

…listen …be strengthened and renewed in your 

faith. 

Jesus is waiting to fill you with His grace and so 

is Mary, His Mother! 

 

IT MATTERS NOT WHERE YOU GO, WHAT 

SHOES YOU WEAR, OR HOW FAST YOU 

MOVE, YOU DO NOT WALK ALONE 
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PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 31-

August 8, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 31 - August 8 and Fr Michael Della Penna will 

be leading a Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish. All 

the information is posted on the website 

www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- August 8, 

2023.   

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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Congratulations to Carmine Guarino on being 

honored as a recipient of the Cheverus Award 

from the Archdiocese of Boston. 

These medals are conferred upon selected recipients 

from throughout the Archdiocese annually at the 

Cathedral. 

Carmine has served St Leonard's church for decades in 

various roles including president of the Pastoral Council 

and most recently heading up our St Anthony Feast 

and spaghetti supper celebrations.  

The oval-shaped, silver medal 

bears the image of Bishop Jean-

Louis Anne Magdelaine Lefebvre 

de Cheverus. On the reverse side is 

Bishop Cheverus’ coat of arms and 

episcopal motto “diligamus nos 

invicem” (let us love one another). 

Bishop Cheverus was the founding 

Bishop of Boston and led the 

diocese from 1808 until his return 

to France in 1824. He died in 1836 

as the archbishop of Bordeaux. 

The medal recipients -- who include lay people, 

religious and deacons -- are chosen for their service to 

the Church and God’s people.  Most recipients are 

nominated by their pastor, forwarded by their area 

vicar and approved by their regional bishop and 

Cardinal O’Malley.  Some recipients are personally 

selected by Cardinal O’Malley. 

Each year, one third of the parishes of the archdiocese 

are asked to nominate a parishioner, therefore most 

parishes will have one honoree every three years.  The 

criteria given to pastors is that the nominee should be a 

lay person who has served the parish well over an 

extended period of time and has done so in a quiet, 

unassuming and, perhaps, unrecognized fashion. 

The Regional Bishops each year are asked to nominate 

from their respective regions a religious and a deacon of 

similar qualifications to be honored with the Cheverus 

medal. The Central Ministries of the Archdiocese also 

make nominations from among religious, deacons and 

lay persons who serve on Archdiocesan committees or 

lead important ministries. 

On Sunday, October 9th Blessed Giovanni Batista 

Scalabrini will be canonized by Pope Francis in 

Rome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Scalabrini visited Sacred Heart Church 

twice in 1901. Therefore, after all Masses on 

Sunday, October 9th, we will "walk in the foot-

steps of a Saint" and walk to Sacred Heart to 

say a prayer before a statue of St. Scalabrini and 

celebrated his canonization. Good will offerings 

will be taken to support the Scalabrini Center for 

Migration in Boston as St. Scalabrini was known 

as the "Father of Migrants."  

Please join us.  
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Photographs  

Thank you to Dominic Costa for taking photos of 

parishioners for our celebration. He will be taking 

photographs after Mass on Sunday, October 16th. 

Please don’t be shy, we want a gallery of 

parishioners’ photos for the 150th. We also want 

to know answers to the following questions:   

How has your faith been impacted by the 

Franciscan presence?  

Can you share a personal story about St. 

Leonard’s?  

E-mail us your thoughts: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org  

Next Meeting  

Please join us on Tuesday, October 25 at 6:30pm 

in St. Joseph’s Hall for our next 150th Celebration 

meeting. Bring your ideas, your friends, and come 

and learn what we are planning. We can’t wait to 

see and hear from you.  

150th NEWS 

Christmas Creche  

Exciting news, all of the creche figurines have 

been sponsored. Thank you to those who have 

generously sponsored pieces. We are so excited 

for these beautiful pieces from Italy to be 

displayed on Christmas Eve.   
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

 Saint Teresa of Avila 

 

prayer 

Lord, grant that I may always allow myself 
to be guided by You, 

always follow Your plans, 
and perfectly accomplish Your Holy Will. 
Grant that in all things, great and small, 

today and all the days of my life, 
I may do whatever You require of me. 

Help me respond to the slightest prompting 
of Your Grace, 

so that I may be Your trustworthy 
instrument for Your honor. 

May Your Will be done in time and in 
eternity by me, 

in me, and through me. 
Amen 

St Teresa of Avila 
October  15 


