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“Our help is from the 

Lord, who made 

heaven and earth.” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:00 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walters 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:00 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions October 16 - October 22 

October 16 - Sunday 

9:00am - Deceased members of the 

DePasquale Family and Varano Family; Dolores 

Merola; Deceased members of the Cataldo & 

Merola families; In Honor of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary; Alighiera Federico and Dora Giammarco; 

Dorothy DiMeglio   

10:30am - Virginia Iannella; Silvestri & Verdone 

Family  

12:00pm - Siciliano family; Deceased members 

of the Petrosino and Giardello families; Thomas 

B. Dinsmore; Eleanor McCarthy  

October 17 - Monday 

8:15am  - Vincent Sr, Vincent Jr. & Marianne 

Tordiglione  

12:05pm - Frank Toscano  

October 18 - Tuesday  

8:15am  - For Healing of Carol Fabiano 

12:05pm - Frits Horbag 

October 19 - Wednesday 

8:15am  - For Healing of Charlie Falla 

12:05pm - Marie Imbergamo Smith  

October 20 - Thursday  

8:15am  - For Healing of Miriam Vincent 

12:05pm - Emilia Cataldo  

October 21 - Friday 

8:15am  - Mass Kindergarten - Grade 3 to 5 St. 

Johns School 

12:05pm - Michael & Karen McGillicuddy 

October 22 - Saturday 

5:00pm - Clare Wollensak; Mary Schimmel 



REFLECTION 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the 

need to pray continually and never lose heart. 

The parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge 

doesn’t work in the way most parables do. The 

Judge in the story is precisely not an image or 

figure of God. In fact, he’s the opposite of God 

in every respect, except that in the end he 

grants the widow’s persistent request. Our Lord, 

surely not without some comic effect, is using 

here a method of argument that was in 

common currency among the Jewish Rabbis of 

his time, though it seems quite strange to us. 

The technical term for this is “a minori ad 

maius” - “from the lesser to the greater”. “If 

this, then how much more that”. St. Paul uses 

this rhetorical figure several times in his letters.  

Allow me to state the obvious about the moral 

of this story. It is not that God could be 

exasperated or wearied by our persistence in 

prayer. On the contrary. Jesus here teaches 

precisely that God asks for our persistence. If 

anything should weary God, it would be our 

forgetfulness, our lack of faith, our willingness 

to give up hope, our readiness to abandon 

prayer. God is always pleased when we pray to 

him. He wants us to turn to him in our troubles, 

and he promises to hear us. Yes, of course there 

are times when our prayer seems not to be 

heard. Jesus in Gethsemani asked, at least 

conditionally, that the cup be removed from 

him, and it was not. But a greater good was 

most certainly brought about by that cup not 

being removed. Because Jesus drank it to its 

dregs, we were redeemed. And because Jesus in 

obedience to his Father accepted suffering and 

death, he was raised up to invincible and all-

conquering Life, constituted as Lord of all 

Creation, and enthroned in triumph forever. 

There’s a text in the Apocalypse which gives us 

a little window into one reason why God may 

sometimes wish to delay a response to our 

prayer. St. John sees in his vision the souls of 

the martyrs waiting under the Altar. They cry 

out to God in rather similar words to the widow 

in the parable. When will you take vengeance 

for our death? And they are told to be patient a 

little longer, until the number of all the chosen 

martyrs is made up (Apoc 6:9ff.). 

Back for a moment to Jesus in Gethsemani. I 

want to suggest that his prayer was not 

actually ignored, or somehow not heard, or even 

put on hold for a while. From that prayer, God 

the Father endowed Jesus with all the strength 

and courage he needed to endure his Passion 

with perfect patience and love. So it is with us. 

If we don’t receive immediately what we want, 

we will anyway be given what we need. What 

God gives us will always be in response to our 

greatest need, and our greatest good, which of 

course is our eternal salvation and union with 

him in heaven. 

Those who have tried it know that as a matter 

of fact, according to experience, prayer, and 

especially the prayer of request in time of 

from pluscarden abbey 

4 



trouble, is always answered. Prayer is very 

powerful, and we are strongly urged to have 

confidence in it, and to keep at it with 

perseverance.  

I wanted to quote for you now one or two little 

passages from the Fathers about prayer. Let 

these early witnesses speak briefly now, since 

they certainly know what they are talking 

about. Here first is St. Gregory of Nyssa, of the 

4th century: 

“Those who fail to unite 

themselves to God through 

prayer cut themselves off 

from God. So the first thing 

we have to learn is that we 

need to pray continually and 

not lose heart. Prayer brings 

us close to God, and when we 

are close to God we are far 

from the enemy. Prayer 

safeguards chastity, controls anger, and 

restrains arrogance. It is the seal of virginity, the 

guarantee of marital fidelity, the shield of 

travellers, the protection of sleepers, the 

encouragement of those who keep vigil, the 

cause of the farmer’s good harvest, and of the 

sailor’s safety” (On the Lord’s Prayer). 

Now a few lines from          

St. John Chrysostom, a 

younger contemporary of St. 

Gregory of Nyssa: “As water 

is life for a fish, so is prayer 

life for you. Prayer makes us 

temples of Christ. As the sun 

gives light to the body, so 

does prayer give light to the 

soul. If it’s a calamity for a blind man not to see 

the sun, how much more is it for a Christian not 

to pray assiduously - if by prayer he does not 

welcome Christ into his soul!” (cf. On Prayer to 

God). 

Finally here is St. John Climacus, 

two centuries on from the other 

two. He was a contemporary of 

St. Gregory the Great, and 

Abbot of St. Catherine’s 

Monastery at Mount Sinai: “The 

effect of prayer is to hold the 

world together. Prayer achieves 

reconciliation with God. 

Prayer is the mother and the daughter of tears. 

Prayer is expiation of sin, a bridge across 

temptation, a bulwark against affliction. Prayer 

wipes out conflict, is the work of Angels, the 

nourishment of all Spirits. Prayer is future 

gladness, action without end, wellspring of 

virtues, source of grace, hidden progress, food of 

the soul, enlightenment of the mind, an axe laid 

to the root of despair, hope demonstrated, 

sorrow done away with. Prayer is the wealth of 

monks, the treasure of hermits, anger 

diminished. Prayer is a mirror of progress, a 

demonstration of success, evidence of one’s 

condition, the future revealed, a sign of 

glory” (Ladder, step 28). 

I want to finish now with a little thought about 

Our Lady. “A minori ad maius” - “from the lesser 

to the greater”. If the widow of the parable, how 

much more then the Queen of heaven? Our 

Blessed Lady prays not just assiduously and 

perseveringly, but ceaselessly, and her prayer is 

always heard. St. John Henry Newman did not 

hesitate to describe Our Lady’s prayer as 

omnipotent. She prays against her enemy the 

devil, and on behalf of her children, which is us, 

and whatever she asks for, she gets. We can 

think if we will of Mary as standing before the 

eternal Judge, asking him for mercy for us. Yes 

of course God is the source of mercy himself; of 

course he is the one who inspires this prayer; of 

course mercy comes to us through the blood of 

Jesus. Still: when I face death at the end of my 

life, I shall entrust my soul and my salvation to 

the intercession of our Blessed Lady. I shall turn 

to her as my mother, and my hope and 

confidence will rest in the inability of her Son 

ever to refuse her request. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH OCTOBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,815 

 Week 2:  $ 2,920 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,616 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

8:15 AM mass will be resumed on 

Monday October 3rd 

Weekly adoration on Fridays will 

be postponed except during first 

Fridays 

Sunday Masses at Casa Maria will 

be resumed October 2nd at 1:30 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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All intentions and holy cards found 

on the Saints will be brought once 

a month to the mass in offered up 

for the mass.  
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St Leonard’s Catholic Catechism 

St Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism 

Instruction (Kindergarten through high school) 

will began in person on October 16 and conclude 

in may, culminating in our first communion and 

confirmation celebrations. Classes will take 

place on Sunday morning at 10:30am.  

If you would like your kid to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our 

website or contact Melissa or Cindy ASAP at 

CCD@sleonard.org 

“Late registrations will be accepted until 

December 1st for students in sacrament years. 

(2nd Grade and Confirmation students)  Make 

up sessions will be required for late 

registrations.  

Late registrations for all other grades may be 

accepted at the discretion of the Pastor. 

NOV. 12TH THRU NOV. 13TH 

Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel 

1000 Marriott Road - Quincy, MA 

A Grace Filled Weekend  

...come, you will hear amazing witnesses who 

attest to the Truth of Jesus’ great Mercy, Love 

and forgiveness… 

Come and encounter 

…listen …be strengthened and renewed in your 

faith. 

Jesus is waiting to fill you with His grace and so 

is Mary, His Mother! 

 

IT MATTERS NOT WHERE YOU GO, WHAT 

SHOES YOU WEAR, OR HOW FAST YOU 

MOVE, YOU DO NOT WALK ALONE 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 
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PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church 

beginning with the rosary at 6:30pm followed 

by Mass at 7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s 

are welcomed. 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 31-

August 8, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 31 - August 8 and Fr Michael Della Penna will 

be leading a Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish. All 

the information is posted on the website 

www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- August 8, 

2023.   

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Keep the Photos and Memories Coming 

 We love to hear your stories and see 

your photos. We appreciate all the photos and 

stories that have been shared with us; please 

keep them coming! We are looking for photos 

of the Church from years ago, pre-renovation; 

photos of weddings and First Communions at 

St. Leonards. Do you have any to share with us? 

Send photos or reminiscences to: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

Say Cheez 

 Dominic Costa, prominent photographer, 

will be taking photos of parishioners after all 

Masses on Sunday, November 6th  for our 150th 

celebration. Please stop by and get your photo 

taken, and tell us why St. Leonard’s is so 

important to you.  

150th NEWS 

Next Meeting 

 Please join us for our next meeting on 

Tuesday, October 25th at 6:30pm. We would 

love to hear your ideas and share with you the 

upcoming plans.  

We need You! 

 Our 150th Anniversary will soon be upon 

us. We need help with planning events like the 

Gala and the Dinner Dance; setting up and 

decorating for the Kick-off Mass and 

reception; raising money; promoting our 

products and programs; helping with monthly 

activities and events. Can you help? The 150th 

is going to be so much fun, and we want 

everyone to be a part of this amazing 

milestone of our Church. Please volunteer by 

contacting celebrating150years@sleonard.org. 

mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

 Saint John Paul II, pope  
 

prayer 

LO Blessed Trinity, we thank you 

for having graced the Church with 

Saint John Paul II and for allowing 

the tenderness of your fatherly care, 

the glory of the Cross of Christ 

and the splendor of the Spirit of love 

to shine through him. 

Trusting fully in your infinite mercy 

and in the maternal intercession of Mary, 

 

he has given us a living image of 

Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

He has shown us that holiness 

is the necessary measure of ordinary 

Christian life and is the way of 

achieving eternal communion with you. 

Grant us, by his intercession, 

and according to your will, 

the graces we implore, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Saint John Paul II, pope  
October  22 


