
320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

“God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes 

in him might have eternal life”  
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:00 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 
Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:00 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions October 30 - November 05  

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of October 30 - November 05 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Charles (Charlie) 

Coppola 

October 30 - Sunday 

9:00am - Frank Verlizzo; Deceased members of 

DePasquale & Varano families; In Honor of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary; Deceased member of the Rose 

& Joe Giammarco Family  

10:30am - Ersilia Torra  

12:00pm - Aniello & Lilly Capodilupo; Deceased 

members of the Molinari, Sozio and Rizzo Families 

October 31 - Monday 

8:15am - For the homeless people around the world 

12:05pm - Sandra Ricci  

November 01 - Tuesday  

Solemnity of All Saints (Holy Day of Obligation) 

8:15am - For those who have taken their lives 

* 8:15 AM With assistance of all grades from St. 

John School 

12:05pm - Nancy Whitten Martignetti  

6:00pm - Souls of Purgatory 

November 02 - Wednesday 

8:15am - Jaime Ortega 

12:05pm - Richard C. Cushing  

November 03 - Thursday 

8:15am - Vicente Urbalejo & Enrique Peña 

12:05pm - Joseph P. Sablone 

November 04 - Friday 

8:15am - Healing of Charlie Falla 

12:05pm - Carmine Cataldo 

November 05 - Saturday 

5:00pm - Luigi & Maria DiMichele; Theresa 

Ciardiello 



REFLECTION 

Last week we heard the story of a tax collector 

who did not even dare to raise his eyes to 

heaven. He beat his breast, and cried God be 

merciful to me a sinner. Today we pass to the 

next Chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, and we hear 

the story of another tax collector. This one had 

no need to look up to heaven, for he was already 

above the head of Jesus, looking down at him 

from his sycamore tree. Before this one had time 

to say anything at all himself, he heard the 

words of Jesus: Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, 

for today I must stay at your house. 

The two stories beautifully complement one 

another, and they show us two different aspects 

of divine mercy. In the first, the tax collector 

comes before God as a beggar, with nothing to 

offer but his wretchedness, his misery, his 

desperate need. He knows perfectly well that he 

is a sinner, that his life is shameful, a disgrace, 

and worthy of condemnation. And in this he 

stands for each one of us here, without any 

exception. We are all sinners, and our prayer will 

never cease to be Lord have mercy. Last week 

we heard Jesus tell us that this sinner went home 

more at rights with God than the Pharisee, who 

was outwardly virtuous, and respectable. The 

publican received divine mercy, because he 

manifested the essential, fundamental virtue of 

humility. The Pharisee was incapable of 

receiving mercy, because he was proud, and 

thought he did not need it. 

The story of Zacchaeus shows us divine mercy in 

its effects. Merely to revoke a due punishment 

cannot be enough, if it were to leave unchanged 

that situation which sin brings about: 

estrangement from God; alienation; interior 

disorder; separation from the source of life and 

of all that is good. But if divine mercy is allowed 

to do its work, then all that is reversed: a change 

is brought about - even a transformation - and a 

sinner is turned into a Saint. Zacchaeus is 

defined in today’s story as a sinner: he’s an 

exploiter, an oppressor, a thief, a cheat, a traitor 

to his own people, a blasphemer against his 

God. But touched by the grace of Christ, he is 

converted, saved, redeemed, justified, sanctified. 

And now the invitation is extended to this 

terrible sinner, that he become entirely 

conformed to Jesus. If he accepts it, he can as a 

result become a deeply good man: generous, self 

sacrificing, compassionate, forgiving, loving, 

holy. And of course this is very much both for 

God’s glory, and for his own good: for his 

happiness, peace, joy, and fulfilment even on 

earth - not of course without suffering - and 

supremely for his eternal welfare in heaven. 
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We don’t know the subsequent history of 

Zacchaeus, but we might imagine two scenarios. 

In the first, his encounter with Jesus becomes the 

defining moment of his whole life. Zacchaeus 

remains faithful to his promise, and to his 

attachment to Jesus. Very quickly he comes to 

realize that he has to give up tax collecting 

entirely. He does so, and at the time of Pentecost 

joins himself to the Apostles, is baptized, and 

hands over all his remaining property for 

distribution to the poor. Active in evangelization, 

he endures much persecution, and eventually 

suffers martyrdom for Christ. Now forever he 

rejoices in heavenly glory, a Saint of the Church, 

and powerful to intercede for us sinners still here 

on earth. Or: Zacchaeus is deeply moved by his 

encounter with Jesus, but he fails to follow 

through his impulsive offer. When Jesus goes to 

his passion, Zacchaeus loses his nerve. He 

decides to hang onto his money, and career, 

after all, and he maintains his good relations 

with the occupying Romans, even as their 

tyranny grows more and more harsh. On his 

death bed Zacchaeus repents, and begs for 

mercy. He does receive mercy, because God is 

very good, and will always welcome a repentant 

sinner. But in the first scenario, Zacchaeus by the 

grace of God receives more mercy, and in the 

second, by his own fault, less. 

So it is that St. Paul in today’s second reading 

tells the Thessalonians that he prays continually 

for them: that God will make them worthy of 

their vocation. This is a marvelous thought. Of 

course none of us is worthy of being called by 

Jesus. But, like Zacchaeus, we have been called. 

We who have been baptized and confirmed are 

thereby sealed as those who have been singled 

out, touched, called by Jesus. This call never 

ceases; and in fact it extends in principle to 

everyone, excluding no one at all. The arms of 

Jesus remain stretched ever wide in invitation, in 

welcome, in the offer of mercy. But St. Paul prays 

ceaselessly, that we be worthy of our call. It’s an 

urgent summons not to be indifferent, not to be 

lukewarm! The grace we have received is not 

small, not cheap, not to be under-estimated. On 

the contrary! It impels us always to ever deeper 

conversion. We are invited, ever and again, to 

break with habits of sin that tend to push Jesus 

back out of our life. We have to let go, ever and 

again, of the paltry comforts and possessions 

that prevent us holding firmly on to the one thing 

necessary in our life. 

If we think this is all beyond us, St. Paul is full of 

reassurance. God, he says, “by his power, can 

fulfil your every good resolve and work of faith”. 

Yes, it is to be our own work, and effort, and so 

our own merit; but the power, thank God, will 

that of divine grace, and the work of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit. 

As a pledge of our desire for perfect conformity 

with Jesus Christ, we come now to Mass. And as 

a wonderful sign that the divine invitation is 

addressed not just to the crowd, but to each of us 

individually, and by name, we come to holy 

communion, to Jesus present in the holy 

sacrament, one by one. Yes, Jesus comes to all of 

us: but in this moment above all just to me. And 

even as he asks to be welcomed, and received 

with faith, and generosity, and love; so in return 

he gives us this pledge of his abiding presence, of 

his abounding grace and power, and of his mercy 

without end. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH OCTOBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,815 

 Week 2:  $ 2,920 

 Week 3:  $ 2,550 

 Week 4:  $ 2,097 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,616 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

Adoration on Fridays will be held 

during first Fridays at 3:00pm 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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All intentions and holy cards found 

on the Saints will be brought once 

a month to the mass in offered up 

for the mass.  

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 
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St Leonard’s Catholic Catechism 

St Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism 

Instruction (Kindergarten through high school) 

will began in person on October 16 and conclude 

in may, culminating in our first communion and 

confirmation celebrations. Classes will take 

place on Sunday morning at 10:30am.  

If you would like your kid to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our 

website or contact Melissa or Cindy ASAP at 

CCD@sleonard.org 

Late registrations will be accepted until 

December 1st for students in sacrament years. 

(2nd Grade and Confirmation students)  Make 

up sessions will be required for late 

registrations.  

Late registrations for all other grades may be 

accepted at the discretion of the Pastor. 

Our Grand Annual collection is under way. As 

of October 21st, we have raised $10,242 

toward our goal of $56,462, that will help 

reduce our deficit. We thank all the families 

who have contributed. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider 

contributing to this year's Grand Annual. 

Please mail the grand annual to the Parish 

Office, 320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank for you contribution 

NOV. 12TH THRU NOV. 13TH 

Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel 

1000 Marriott Road - Quincy, MA 

A Grace Filled Weekend  

...come, you will hear amazing witnesses who 

attest to the Truth of Jesus’ great Mercy, Love 

and forgiveness… 

Come and encounter 

…listen …be strengthened and renewed in your 

faith. 

Jesus is waiting to fill you with His grace and so 

is Mary, His Mother! 

 

IT MATTERS NOT WHERE YOU GO, WHAT 

SHOES YOU WEAR, OR HOW FAST YOU 

MOVE, YOU DO NOT WALK ALONE 



8 



9 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 31-

August 8, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 31 - August 8 and Fr Michael Della Penna will 

be leading a Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish. All 

the information is posted on the website 

www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- August 8, 

2023.   

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Keep the Photos and Memories Coming 

 We love to hear your stories and see 

your photos. We appreciate all the photos and 

stories that have been shared with us; please 

keep them coming! We are looking for photos 

of the Church from years ago, pre-renovation; 

photos of weddings and First Communions at 

St. Leonards. Do you have any to share with us? 

Send photos or reminiscences to: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

Wednesday, November 30th 

Someone special wants to meet you? Who could it 

be? Come and see who it is on November 30th at 

6:30pm in the Church!  

150th NEWS 

Say Cheez 

 Dominic Costa, prominent photographer, 

will be taking photos of parishioners after all 

Masses on Sunday, November 6th  for our 150th 

celebration. Please stop by and get your photo 

taken, and tell us why St. Leonard’s is so 

important to you.  

 Calling All Alumni 

We are looking for alumni of St. Anthony's School or 
Christopher Columbus High School. We are looking 
for photos and yearbooks, also looking for an alumni 
organization or for those who attended either or 
both of these schools. We want to hear your stories 
for the 150th. Please contact us at 
celebrating150years@sleonard.org 

mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

 The Commemoration of all 
the Faithful Departed  

 
 

prayer 

O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all 
the faithful, grant to the souls of Thy 
servants departed the remission of 

their sins, that, through pious 
supplications, they may obtain the 

pardon which they have always desired. 
Who lives and reigns with God the 

Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
world without end. 

Amen.  

The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed  
November 02 


