
320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

“Jesus Christ is the firstborn 

of the dead; 

to him be glory and power, 

forever and ever. ”  
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:00 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 
Cinocca 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:00 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions November 06 - November 12  

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of November 06 - November 12 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Rita Bamonte  

NOVEMBER 06 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale 

Family and Varano Family; Maria & Oliviero 

Federico  

10:30 am - Nancy Martignetti  

12:00 pm - Saverio & Theresa Cogliano, Phyllis 

Andreottola; Anna & Mario Ventresca; Gilda & 

Antonio D’Amato; Domenic Ventresca; Angela 

Gaudino  

NOVEMBER 07 - MONDAY 

8:00 am -  Maria Pena 

12:05 pm - Deceased members of the Picardo 

family 

NOVEMBER 08 - TUESDAY  

8:00 am - For the Unborn 

12:05 pm - Gladys Markefka 

NOVEMBER 09 - WEDNESDAY 

8:00 am - Margareth Gingerich 

12:05 pm - Franca Fantasia 

NOVEMBER 10 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - For the end of the war Russia - Ukraine 

12:05 pm - John C Whitten 

NOVEMBER 11 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - John C Whitten 

12:05 pm - Please remember the North End Post 144 

Veterans of Foreign Wars “Deceased and Living. 

Post 144 is celebrating its 101st Year in honoring 

and remembering North End Veterans who served in 

World War I, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and more 

recent conflicts.)                                              

Nicholas Cortese                                                   

Philip D’Alessandro                                                        

Thomas Coyle 

NOVEMBER 12 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Souls in Purgatory  

 



REFLECTION 

Some Sadducees put a question to Jesus. The 

Sadducees do not come across here or elsewhere 

as a very admirable or attractive group. 

Josephus tells us that they dominated the Jewish 

aristocracy and the Temple Priesthood at this 

time. Therefore their relationship with the ruling 

powers, the dynasty of King Herod, and the 

Roman Empire, was one of collaboration and 

appeasement. For them, so long as the Temple 

cult kept going, and so long as their own status 

and influence were maintained, religion had to 

be a matter of accommodation and compromise. 

Not for them the zeal of the Maccabees, whom 

they would have condemned as deplorable 

fanatics, backward-looking extremists, rigid-

minded fundamentalists; and therefore obstacles 

to peaceful coexistence and social progress.  

The Sadducees didn’t like Jesus. They knew his 

teaching on the indissolubility of marriage (Lk 

16:18), and found it shocking. They knew also 

what he said about God’s Kingdom, and how 

after death the virtuous will be rewarded and the 

wicked punished (cf. e.g. Lk 16:19ff.). They 

would scoff at that, as so much myth and 

superstition. We can well imagine how they 

would have reacted on hearing what Jesus said 

at the tomb of Lazarus, shortly before Holy 

Week, as recorded by St. John: I am the 

Resurrection (11:25). So now they think up a 

question for him, merely a trick, a reductio ad 

absurdum, designed to embarrass and confound. 

What Jesus says in response is most helpful for 

us, maybe above all at this time. I say this on 

three counts. First, because this clear teaching 

about the after life is very pertinent in the month 

of November, and today on Remembrance 

Sunday, when our thoughts turn to the mystery 

of death, and to what happens after death, and 

to prayer for the holy souls. Then secondly, the 

words of Jesus are helpful for us at this time 

when not only is marriage being ever more 

radically undermined in our society, but also now 

within the Church the ideal of Priestly celibacy is 

coming under renewed and heavy attack. And 

thirdly, the words of Jesus are especially helpful 

for our community at this time, as together we 

begin our annual retreat. 

In theory the Sadducees were believers in the 

one true God of Israel, and faithful disciples of 

Moses. But these worldly men had no use for any 

unseen, supernatural world, and they mocked 

the ideas both of the immortality of the soul and 

the resurrection of the Body. To use the 

expression of Jesus, they were “Sons of this 

age”. That is, they belonged entirely to it, found 

Homily, Luke 20:27-38 
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all their delight in it, and failed to see anything 

beyond it. Thereby they made themselves 

unworthy of “that age”, the other age, the one 

that has already started but is also yet to come. 

The whole of the Old Testament pointed towards 

that age. Jesus came to inaugurate it, and to 

open it up for all who would follow him. He calls 

those who belong to it, explicitly both male and 

female, “Sons of the resurrection and Sons of 

God”. Such people already belong totally to God; 

their life is defined by their relationship with 

Jesus; they look forward to their promised 

inheritance of eternal life, to heaven, with eager 

longing. There at last they will live in God’s 

presence without any impediment whatever, like 

the Angels, in purity and endless joy. Unlike the 

Angels, though, they will rejoice there in the 

perfection of their humanity, in both body and 

soul.  

We rightly think of the Catholic faith as standing 

strongly pro-marriage and pro-life. So it does, 

thank God, and that can never be compromised. 

But still, in today’s Gospel Jesus relativizes both 

marriage and human life. Marriage for us is holy 

and sacred, because it’s a sign of the union of 

Christ and his Church. But it’s only a sign, not 

itself an absolute. You don’t have to be married, 

and of itself marriage can’t make you perfectly 

happy. In heaven, there will most certainly be 

love, and friendship, and mutual belonging and 

support, but there will be no marriage. As for 

human life: that too, we say, is sacred, and holy, 

because there is no one for whom Christ has not 

died. But death is not the ultimate disaster, nor 

the final end. On the contrary, death is for us the 

doorway to an infinitely better, happier life with 

God forever.  

What about the ideal of Priestly celibacy? We all 

know the arguments for the relaxation of the 

present discipline regarding it. However 

passionately these arguments are advocated, 

many of us find ourselves unconvinced by them. 

More disturbingly though, we sometimes seem to 

discern beneath them an embarrassment over 

the very idea of celibacy. The Sadducees have 

their successors, alive and well, in our own day. 

Plenty of modern Christians want to live in terms 

of friendship and peace with the present ruling 

powers, and they are ready for compromise in 

order to achieve that. They want to retain their 

faith, but suitably accommodated to the spirit of 

this secular and pluralist age. So they are 

uncomfortable when people make a radical 

renunciation in this life, for the sake of a greater 

reward in the next. The celibacy of the clergy 

seems to be a sort of rebuke to their worldliness. 

They regard it as an anachronism in this day and 

age, and they long for it to be done away with. 

For us, by contrast, the celibate clergy is a most 

precious sign of the Kingdom. We pray for all our 

Priests, and we pray for many generous young 

men to offer themselves for this irreplaceable 

ministry in the future.  

Our community has recently been listening in the 

refectory to a biography of Saint Rafael Arnaiz 

Baron. He died aged just 27 as a result of his 

diabetes in a Trappist monastery in Spain in 

1938. His message fits very well with today’s 

Gospel, and with our community retreat, which 

began last night. God alone! God alone! God 

alone! cried Rafael. Take away everything 

whatever from me; my possessions, my family, 

my friends, my health, even my ability to live the 

Trappist life as I desire. If I have God, I am rich 

indeed. God is sufficient for me; he is my all; even 

in this life, so full of sufferings and tears. For him 

I am ready to renounce anything whatever, and 

to bear any suffering. All I want is to be united 

ever more deeply with Jesus, who alone is all my 

love and all my joy, and who promises me a 

blissful eternity of life in him. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH OCTOBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,815 

 Week 2:  $ 2,920 

 Week 3:  $ 2,550 

 Week 4:  $ 2,097  

 Week 5:  $ 2,460 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,616 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your intention 

included in our prayers, please call the 

friary prayer request line: 617-742-4190 

ext. 100. We are happy to keep you in 

our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following QR 

code for our website 

donations 

 

Also Venmo is avail-

able for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

Adoration on Fridays will be held 

during first Fridays from 12:30pm 

until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction 

Need a meal, or a place to donate clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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All intentions and holy cards found 

near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday mass 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 
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St Leonard’s Catholic Catechism 

St Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism 

Instruction (Kindergarten through high school) 

will began in person on October 16 and conclude 

in may, culminating in our first communion and 

confirmation celebrations. Classes will take 

place on Sunday morning at 10:30am.  

If you would like your kid to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our 

website or contact Melissa or Cindy ASAP at 

CCD@sleonard.org 

Late registrations will be accepted until 

December 1st for students in sacrament years. 

(2nd Grade and Confirmation students)  Make up 

sessions will be required for late registrations.  

Late registrations for all other grades may be 

accepted at the discretion of the Pastor. 

Our Grand Annual collection is under way. As 

of October 21st, we have raised $10,242 

toward our goal of $56,462, that will help 

reduce our deficit. We thank all the families 

who have contributed. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider 

contributing to this year's Grand Annual. 

Please mail the grand annual to the Parish 

Office, 320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank for you contribution 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers will be needed to help set up our 

manger scene in the Peace Garden Saturday 

November 26. 2022 at 10:30am 

We will have refreshments and pastry 

We will also need volunteers to help decorate St. 

Leonard Church for Christmas on Friday 

December 23, 2022 at 1:30pm 

We will have cookies, coffee, tea and hot 

chocolate 

Please contact our Parish Office at 617-523-2110 
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Dedication of San Damiano Cross 

On November 1st, St. Leonard's Church dedicated 

the large gold San Damiano Cross to life-long 

parishioner, Barbara Maldero. Barbara generously 

donated this Cross and it hangs in the Peace 

Garden. It was repainted gold this summer and 

stands as a symbol of the Franciscan presence.  

Barbara has faithfully served the Church in almost 

every facet of its ministry since she was a young 

girl. She is a beautiful example of selflessness and 

faith in action. Parishioners who have known her 

describe her as a real inspiration and a woman who 

has a heart for the poor. The date of this dedication 

was chosen to coincide with her birthday.   
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Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 24-August 

1, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 31 - August 8 and Fr Michael Della Penna will 

be leading a Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish. All 

the information is posted on the website 

www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- August 8, 

2023.   

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

NOV. 12TH THRU NOV. 13TH 

Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel 

1000 Marriott Road - Quincy, MA 

A Grace Filled Weekend  

...come, you will hear amazing witnesses who 

attest to the Truth of Jesus’ great Mercy, Love 

and forgiveness… 

Come and encounter 

…listen …be strengthened and renewed in your 

faith. 

Jesus is waiting to fill you with His grace and so 

is Mary, His Mother! 

 

IT MATTERS NOT WHERE YOU GO, WHAT 

SHOES YOU WEAR, OR HOW FAST YOU 

MOVE, YOU DO NOT WALK ALONE 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG


            

  FINANCIAL RESULTS    
       

  FY 22  FY 21 FY 20     

INCOME 850,043 648,981 454,924  COMMENTS   

Collections 176,245 131,828 157,755  Parishioners increased generosity   

Grand Annual 65,010 70,818 4,285  The $54K goal was achieved and exceeded - Thank You!    

Catholic Appeal 19,535 16,503 20,401  Catholic Appeal wonderfully consistent   

Donations Other 199,887 137,455 98,548  Online Donations, SJHA, Grant, St Anthony's Feast, Intentions   

Shrines, Candles & Flowers 86,451 75,538 71,779  More donations are being placed at the Saints   

Sacramentals 77,852 104,362 72,195  Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals   

Rental Income 12,850 19,450      -    Tileston Rent from CASSA and Comite   

Fundraising 64,730 28,352 14,525  Peace Garden, St Joseph Artisans, Bricks, Hearts    

Interest & Dividend Income 4,068 4,982 5,344  Bank interest income   

Other Revenue 28,510 13,205 10,092  Italian school revenue   

Book Store 114,905 46,488      -    Impactful increase in bookstore sales   

            

EXPENSE 943,866 587,757 538,829     

Lay Salary & Benefits 306,012 202,813 125,831  Additional Parish office help support our expanded ministries   

Clergy Salary & Benefits 106,896 118,337 135,574  Reduction in overall costs with Fr Claude's retirement   

Contract Services 33,187       -   7,060  A/C Eval, Survey, S. Heart Eval, Italian Sch Teachers   

Office Expenses 63,080 23,130 61,563  A/C rental units for the church   

Book Store 65,175 17,178  Significant increase in bookstore inventory and supplies   

Insurances 95,706 81,940 67,886  Increasing Insurance costs   

Diocese 21,405 14,163 11,457  Fees and charges paid to the diocese   

Pastoral/ Liturgical 40,151 29,126 13,551  Supplies/Services for Church along with mission collections   

Fundraising Expense 3,022 4,095 (1,236) Costs for St Anthony and Grand Annual mailings   

Facility/Maintenance Costs 95,686 23,953 47,723  Peace Garden, Church Furnace Repairs, Copier Lease   

Utilities 113,546 73,022 69,420  Impact of Increased Utility Costs   

Operating Profit/Loss (93,823) 61,224 (83,905)     

            

Gifts and Bequests 582,753     Nancy Caruso Bequeath   

Building Repairs 112,982 92,443 151,616 S. Heart fire escape repairs, Tileston New windows   

Net Income/Loss 375,948 (76,980) (235,521)     
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JULY 21 TO JUNE 2022 FINANCIAL COMPARISON 

THIS YEAR VERSUS LAST TWO YEARS 

Thank you… This report needs to begin with a heartfelt Thank you…to the entire St Leonard family for your 

outstanding generosity and commitment which continues to enable us to minister to the needs of the parish and 

to operate financially! Overall the generosity of our parishioners and donors was tremendous, resulting in an 

amazing 29% increase over our last fiscal year (Collections + Grand Annual + Catholic Appeal + Donations 

Other). Several special thanks are in order.  In addition to your steady and loyal support, the Grand Annual 

Contributions last year have exceeded the $54K goal and raised $65K.  The greatest growing asset to our parish 

financially however has been the growing profits St Francis Gift and Bookstore, whose contribution to our 

income have been astounding.  The Molinari brothers have been nothing short of marvelous in cultivating the 

store and overseeing our selfless and dedicated volunteers!  It has not only become a place that nourishes the 

intellect, and is filled with quality Catholic merchandise but has become a fertile bed of evangelization.  In 

addition, the fundraising for revitalizing our Peace Garden led by Toni Girardi was a tremendous success, raising 

more than $37K. 

FINANCES 
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Income: Overall the generosity of our parishioners and donors was tremendous, resulting in a 29% increase 

over our last fiscal year (Collections + Grand Annual + Catholic Appeal + Donations Other). In addition, the 

fundraising for revitalizing our Peace Garden was a tremendous success, raising more than $37K. The Parish 

also benefits from the profits that the bookstore contributes.  

Expenses: Our tremendous growth in expanding our staff and ministerial outreach to include additional 

services to Casa Maria and the North End Rehab Center we also experienced large increases in our expenses as 

well.  As we now provide more services, we have needed to expand our office staff significantly to oversee our 

Saint Joseph House for Artisans, our new ministry to the homeless called Encounter and the coordination of all 

of our special 150 year anniversary events.  In addition to our expanded ministries, the cost of operating the 

church has increased substantially in the areas of insurance, Building maintenance and Utilities. St Leonard will 

be receiving an approximate $30,000 dollars reimbursement from saint John school for the cost sharing of 

insurance 

Overall: St Leonard's experienced was close to our pre-covid loss two years ago of our 83, 000 

operational loss coming at $93,823. While our ongoing objective is to cut costs where possible, a major 

goal is to yield more income from the ministries that have been put in place.  More to come on that in 

the months ahead. 

Bequest: We are deeply grateful to Nancy Caruso, Vincenza Raspa and their families for the blessings of their 

super generous 582,000 bequest to St Leonard and Sacred Heart Church.  If you are interested in or know 

anyone interested in setting up a bequest to St Leonard's, please contact the parish office 6175232110 
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Keep the Photos and Memories Coming 

 We love to hear your stories and see your 

photos. We appreciate all the photos and stories 

that have been shared with us; please keep them 

coming! We are looking for photos of the Church 

from years ago, pre-renovation; photos of 

weddings and First Communions at St. Leonards. 

Do you have any to share with us? Send photos or 

reminiscences to: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org 

Say Cheez 

Dominic Costa will be at the Church on Sunday to 

take photos. We are asking parishioners to think 

about these questions: 

• How has your faith been impacted by the 

Franciscan presence? 

• Can you share with us a personal story about 

St. Leonard’s? 

Please share your thoughts with us at 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org 

Calling All Alumni 

We are looking for alumni of St. Anthony's School 

or Christopher Columbus High School. We are 

looking for photos and yearbooks, also looking for 

an alumni organization or for those who attended 

either or both of these schools. We want to hear 

your stories for the 150th. Please contact us at 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org 

150th NEWS 

Join Us at our First Event: 

Do you want to know who St. Leonard was? Where 

did he come from? What was important to him? 

How is he relevant to us today? Why is our Church 

named for him? 

Please join us to find out the answers to these 

questions and really get to know our Church’s 

namesake. Dr. Jessica Dello Russo and Father 

Michael will be leading this informative and timely 

program. 

Next Meeting 

Our last meeting was a resounding success, well 

attended and everyone was bursting with ideas 

and offers of assistance. We were excited to 

welcome two new families to St. Leonard’s and 

they showed up to help out!  

Please join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, 

November 29th at 6:30pm. We would love to hear 

your ideas and share with you the upcoming plans. 

This will be the last meeting before the Kick-off 

event, so please plan to attend. We need your ideas 

and assistance.  

mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

 Pope St. Leo the Great 
 
 

prayer 

Grant to us, O Lord, not to 
mind earthly things, but 
rather to love heavenly 

things, that while all things 
around us pass away, we 
even now may hold fast 
those things which last 

forever  

Saint Leo the Great, pope and Doctor of the church  
November 10 


