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“Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of 

the Lord! ” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 
Cinocca 

Guest Priest: Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions November 20 - November 26 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the 

week of November 20 - November 26 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Michael 

Paternese 

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of November 20 - November 26 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Anthony Cal 

Tordiglion 

NOVEMBER 20 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the Pasquale 

Varano Families; John Federico 

10:30 am - Domenico & Sestilia Federico; Maria 

Dispena; Pasquale Dispena; Pasquale & Anna 

DeVasto; Elisa DeVasto; Biagio & Luisa Susi  

12:00 pm - Giacomo Fabbo; Vicki Destefano; Marie 

Barry; Donald Galamaga      

NOVEMBER 21 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Guido Varrasso  

12:05 pm - Relatives and Friends of the Picardo 

Family & Vicki Destefano  

NOVEMBER 22 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Healing of Matthew Harrison  

12:05 pm - Mike Angiulo  

NOVEMBER 23 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Special intention of Anthony Cogliani  

12:05 pm - Gladys Markefka 

NOVEMBER 24 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Guillermo Urbalejo 

12:05 pm - No noon mass on Thanksgiving Day 

NOVEMBER 25 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - For the homeless and the imprisoned 

12:05 pm - For the unborn and their future mothers 

NOVEMBER 26 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Fred Fuccillo ; Benny Fuccillo;  Mary & Fred 

Fuccillo  



 SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

Today’s gospel is about coronations. 

...When Queen Elizabeth was crowned Queen of 

England, it was one of the first transcontinental things 

that was put on television, so you could see them even 

in Brooklyn. 

And I think you have to kind of understand, because we 

don’t see too many coronations, but the crowning of a 

king or the crowning of a queen was an incredible, 

incredible event. 

And the people came out with beautiful clothes on. And 

the people were kind of caught up in, not only the 

liturgy, but the beautiful music and the feeling that we 

were all seeing something terribly important and 

something that will touch all our lives for at least a few 

years. 

And it was true. And they crowned her and they 

anointed her with sacred oil, declaring her that she was 

the queen. And they also venerated her by bowing low 

so that you came away feeling that you had really 

watched something very important. 

Now there’s an old story. During the Middle Ages, two 

men were watching the king get out of his golden 

chariot to go in to the church for some service. 

And one says to his friend, he says (he’s kind of angry 

because the royalty was cruel), he says, “I live to see 

the day when royalty are treated as common people.” 

And his friend turns to him and he says, “I live to see the 

day when common people are treated like royalty.” 

Jesus represents the second half, because, to God, 

there’s no such thing as being treated like royalty unless 

you treat everyone like royalty, because it is God’s will 

that He makes … when He creates, He does not make 

garbage, He makes wonderful things that will last 

forever. 

Today’s coronation that we read about on Christ the 

King is meant by the four gospel writers to be a 

description of Jesus our Lord’s coronation. Everything is 

there. 

The soldiers after they get done scourging him and 

beating him, they sit him down and they find a crown of 

thorns for him and they kneel before him. 

And they put a purple cloak around him, because it’s the 

sign of royalty. And they put a scepter, a reed, in his 

hand, because he is the King of the Jews. And they even 

have a sign written by Pilate himself saying, “INRI, Jesus 

of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 

And then they prepare his throne and he has to carry it 

up a hill. 

But when he gets there, his throne is laid out before him 

and they nail him to it and they put him up and they all 

start jeering and making fun of the King of the Jews 

saying, “You saved others, how come you can’t save 

yourself?” and such words. 

I’ve often wondered, when I’ve looked at it in pictures 

and other ways, why didn’t he save himself? 

I mean why would he subject himself to all of this pain 

and anger and terror in such a terrible way, and then to 

put it on like it was the coronation of a king and a new 

world was going to be reborn on the blood of the cross. 

And then I said to myself, “Well, I suppose we should ask 

his Father.” 

His Father … 

If you asked Jesus, he’d say, “I didn’t want to, but my 

Father asked me to and that’s why I’m here.” 

And if you asked his Father, you’d have to remember the 

saying also in scripture, “God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son that he might save us all and 

bring us into eternal life.” 

My best feeling about looking at the crucifix which is 

Christ the King, my best feeling comes from the Jewish 

philosopher Simone Weil, who died very young at the 

end of the Second World War. She was Jewish but she 

never became a Christian, but she loved Christ with a 

great heart. 

And one of the priests watched her as she was looking 

on the crucifix in a church and he said, “Simone, what do 

you see when you look at the cross?” 

And she said, “I see God’s apology for all the pain.” 

What a wonderful understanding: “God’s apology for all 

the pain.” 

By Father Hanly 
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He could not take away our pain without taking away 

our freedom, and He created us for freedom not for 

slavery. And while He couldn’t take it away, He could do 

only one thing that was left and that was to share our 

pain. 

And that is why His Son comes down, takes on human 

flesh, becomes terribly vulnerable and, in the end, 

suffers perhaps as no man in the history from the 

beginning of time to the end of time ever suffered. 

And he suffered and we say, “How could God allow this 

to happen?” 

How could He look down and watch His Son destroyed, 

abandoned, hated, people out of their minds and out of 

their way to show that not only are they going to 

destroy him by killing him, but they were going to 

despise him. His own friends ran away. 

And then we say to ourselves, “For what purpose? 

Why?” 

And we know the answer: God so loved the world that 

He gave His Son. And it was the gift of His Son. 

And even through everything, why the great pain? Why 

did He have to … Why had it to be so painful? 

And Simone Weil, she says, “Because on the high hill of 

Calvary, nobody from the beginning of time to the end 

of time can say anything but, looking into the eyes of 

the crucified Messiah we would say, ‘He understands.’” 

There’s another way of looking at the crucified Savior 

and that is in a book by Graham Greene which is called 

“Monsignor Quixote.” 

It was about a Monsignor, a very nice, sweet little 

simple priest who, by some mistake, was made a 

Monsignor. 

So, he and his friend, who was the local communist in 

this village, went off for an adventure to buy clothes for 

him, and they had to go to another part of Spain to buy 

them. And so the story is all about their adventures 

together. 

And now the simple priest, of course, and the 

communist mayor disagreed on just about everything, 

but they loved each other and they were great friends. 

Anyhow, one night, poor Monsignor Quixote, as he’s 

called by Graham Greene — which is Don Quixote really, 

the great Spanish (inaudible) — anyhow, he woke up in 

a stark terror and he was sweating and he didn’t know 

what to do. 

And his friend woke up and he ran over to him and he 

held him in his arms and he says, “What’s wrong? 

What’s wrong?” 

He said, “I had this terrible dream. It was just an awful 

dream. I never had a dream like this in my whole life and 

thank you for being here.” 

And he said, “Well, tell me about it. Maybe it will help if 

you tell me about it.” 

He said, “There I was,” Monsignor says, “there I was at 

the foot of the cross and everybody was screaming and 

everybody was yelling, ‘Come down from the cross, 

come down from the cross!’ 

“And, all of a sudden, an angel appeared with a whole 

group of angels and they took Jesus and they lifted him 

up from the cross in great triumph and all the angels 

came and sang beautiful hymns. And everyone said, 

‘Yes, we were wrong. He is the Messiah, the Son of 

God.’” 

And his friend said to him, “I don’t see anything wrong 

with this dream. It sounds like a great dream.” 

And then poor Monsignor Quixote looked at him and he 

said, “It’s the end of faith. No faith is necessary. And if 

no faith is necessary, there’s little to hope for. And if 

there’s little to hope for, why bother with love?” 

Do you understand? 

It’s out of the crucifixion that we learn how to love. It is 

out of the pain and the great generosity of God that we 

learn how important His Son is and how we are. 

Because His Son said again and again, “If you’re looking 

for me, if you care for me, if you love me, you will find 

me in each other, you will learn how to love each other. 

“I dream of a kingdom. I came to establish a kingdom of 

peace. You are the ones that I am sending out into this 

world to bring a kingdom of peace. 

“And it’s not going to be founded on wonderful 

coronations and strong armies and people who know 

everything and feel that they can do everything. 

“The only way it’s going to be founded is by bringing the 

cross into your own life and knowing that this is the way 

you will learn to love. And if you do not learn to love then 

I have come for nothing.” 

But he didn’t come for nothing, for down from that time, 

all of us now make the one sign, millions of people all 

over the world in every generation, every race, every 

color, they all know how to make the sign of the cross. 

Because the sign of degradation, the sign that the Bible 

said, “Cursed be the man who hangs upon a tree,” has 

become Christ the King’s throne. 

And it has become for us the great sign of self-

sacrificing love. 

And it is with self-sacrificing love that God changes the 

world. For God sacrifices His Son and Jesus sacrifices 

himself for us. And when we have self-sacrificing love for 

each other, the world is already changed. 

And then, as Monsignor Quixote would be glad to tell 

you, then the world is full of faith and trust, and the 

world is full of new hope and, finally, the world is full of 

love. 
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SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT, DEC 4 - DEC 10, 

2022 

December 7- 5:00pm Advent with Mary Mass, 

Rosary, and meeting with Ivan 

ADVENT CALENDAR 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

December 8- 8:15 am Mass 

December 8- 12:05 pm Mass 

December 8- 7:00 pm Mass 

Following the 7 pm Mass – Blessing of the 

Manger Scene in the Peace Garden.  Refresh-

ments to follow in the garden. 

*December 10 - 3:00 pm Christmas Concert at 

Sacred Heart Church 

Concerto di Natale an Italian American Christ-

mas Concert. Conductor: Dr. Dan Drzymalski 

 NOTE: Tickets at the door $15.00 online $20.00 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT,  

DEC 11- DEC 17, 2022 

December 17 6:30pm – 10:00pm – Christmas 

Concert – St. Joseph’s Home for Artisans 

 FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT,  

DEC 18 - DEC 24, 2022 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR MASS 

SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS EVE FRIDAY,  

DECEMBER 24, 2022 

4:00 Confession  

5:00pm - Mass  

December 24, 2022 Midnight Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY SATURDAY,  

DECEMBER 25, 2022 

December 25, 2022 MASS 

9:00am 

10:30am Italian 

12:00pm 

NEW YEAR’S EVE  

DECEMBER 31, 2022 

12:05pm – Mass 

5:00pm - Mass  

December 31,2022 New Year’s Eve 

For further information on any of these events, 

please go to our St Leonard website                                        

https://saintleonardchurchboston.org/ 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH NOVEMBER OFFERTORY  
 Week 1:  $ 2,408 

 Week 2:  $ 2,640 

November Monthly Budget:  $ 6,927 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

Adoration on Fridays will be held 

during first Fridays from 12:30pm 

until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 
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All intentions and holy cards found 

near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday mass 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 



St Leonard’s Catholic Catechism 

St Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism 

Instruction (Kindergarten through high school) 

will began in person on October 16 and conclude 

in may, culminating in our first communion and 

confirmation celebrations. Classes will take 

place on Sunday morning at 10:30am.  

If you would like your kid to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our 

website or contact Melissa or Cindy ASAP at 

CCD@sleonard.org 

Late registrations will be accepted until 

December 1st for students in sacrament years. 

(2nd Grade and Confirmation students)  Make 

up sessions will be required for late 

registrations.  

Late registrations for all other grades may be 

accepted at the discretion of the Pastor. 
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Our Grand Annual collection is under way. As 

of October 21st, we have raised $10,242 

toward our goal of $56,462, that will help 

reduce our deficit. We thank all the families 

who have contributed. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider 

contributing to this year's Grand Annual. 

Please mail the grand annual to the Parish 

Office, 320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank for you contribution 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers will be needed to help set up our 

manger scene in the Peace Garden Saturday 

November 26. 2022 at 10:30am 

We will have refreshments and pastry 

We will also need volunteers to help decorate St. 

Leonard Church for Christmas on Friday 

December 23, 2022 at 1:30pm 

We will have cookies, coffee, tea and hot 

chocolate 

Please contact our Parish Office at 617-523-2110 
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SUGGESTION BOX 

We have a suggestion box in the back of the church for 

all parishioners and visitors 
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Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 24-

August 1, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 31 - August 8 and Fr Michael Della Penna will 

be leading a Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish. All 

the information is posted on the website 

www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- August 8, 

2023.   

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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Next Meeting 

Please join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, 

November 29th at 6:30pm. We would love to 

hear your ideas and share with you the upcoming 

plans. This will be the last meeting before the 

Kick-off event, so please plan to attend. We need 

your ideas and assistance.  

Join Us at our First Event: 

Do you want to know who St. Leonard was? 

Where did he come from? What was important to 

him? How is he relevant to us today? Why is our 

Church named for him? 

Please join us to find out the answers to these 

questions and really get to know our Church’s 

namesake. Dr. Jessica Dello Russo and Father 

Michael will be leading this informative and 

timely program  

Please join us at St. Leonard’s on Wednesday, 

November 30th at 6:30pm 

Please Save the Date 

We will launch our Sesquicentennial (150) 

Anniversary year on January 8, 2023 at noon. 

Cardinal Sean will preside at this special 

celebratory Mass. Please mark your calendars.  

150th NEWS 

Travelling San Damiano Cross  

St. Francis’ vocation began at the foot of the Cross 

at San Damiano where he prayed to God to 

“enlighten the darkness of his heart...” Later he 

heard Jesus say from the Cross, “Go, repair my 

Church” and as a result the Franciscan order was 

born. Since that time all Franciscans 

have a longstanding devotion to the Cross.    

St. Leonard, coming out of this tradition, refined 

the devotion of the Cross by popularizing the 

Stations of the Cross and preached that we can be 

transformed in and through the Cross.  

Thus, as part of the 150th Anniversary, we would 

like to invite parishioners to welcome the San 

Damiano Cross into their homes and allow 

themselves to be transformed by the Cross.  

 Parishioners can have the Cross in their home for 

one week. Let us know if you are interested. We will 

fill weeks consecutively beginning on January 29, 

2023.  The Cross will be blessed and handed over 

at the noon Mass each week. We hope you will 

invite family, friends and neighbors into your home 

to pray before the Cross.    

To sign-up for the travelling San Damiano Cross, 

please 

contact celebrating150Years@sleonard.org  or by 

calling the Parish office at 617-523-2110 and 

asking for Claudia.  
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

CHRIST THE KING  
 

prayer 

Jesus, I acknowledge You to be the 
King of the universe; all that has been 

made has been created for You.  

Exercise over me all Your sovereign 
rights. I hereby renew the promises of 
my Baptism, renouncing Satan and all 
his glamour and works, and I promise 

from this moment to lead a truly 
Christian life.  

In particular, I commit to bringing 
about the triumph of the rights of God 
and Your Church. Divine Heart of Jesus, 

I offer You my poor actions so that 
every heart may acknowledge Your 

Sacred Kingly Power.  

May the Kingdom of Your peace be 
firmly established throughout all the 

earth. Amen  

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

November 20 


