
320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

“I proclaim to you good news of 

great joy: 

today a Savior is born for us, 

Christ the Lord.” 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 
Cinocca 

Guest Priest: Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin, SJ 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

 (First Fridays from 12:30pm until 3:00pm) 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions December 25 - December 31  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week 

of December 25 - December 30 at Saint 

Leonard Church for Louise "LuLu" D'Ambra 

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of December 25 - December 30 at 

Saint Leonard Church for Virginia Gambale 

CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 25 - SUNDAY  

12:00am (Midnight) - In Honor of the Most Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale & 

Varano Families; Sandra Ricci; Eleanor Venezia  

10:30 am - Mario & Rosa DiCenso  

12:00 pm - John Gannon; Deceased members of the 

Molinari, Sozio and Rizzo Families 

DECEMBER 26 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - John F. Savino 20 year memorial  

12:05 pm - Cogliano & Solomita Families 

DECEMBER 27 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Healing of Charlie Falla 

12:05 pm - Eleanor Venezia  

DECEMBER 28 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - For the homeless people around the world 

12:05 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

DECEMBER 29 - THURSDAY  

8:15 am - Souls of Purgatory 

12:05 pm - Anillo Capodilupo 

DECEMBER 30 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am -  For all the students at St. Johns School 

12:05 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

NEW YEARS EVE 

DECEMBER 31 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Annette Mastrullo 

HEADPHONES FOR HEARING IMPAIRED 

Headphones for hearing impaired are available upon 

request. 

Please let us know before Mass begins 

GLUTEN FREE HOST 

Gluten Free Host are also available upon request 
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To say St Francis loved 

Christmas would be a gross 

understatement.  

The immense beauty and 

generosity of God, as well 

as the radical poverty and 

humility of Jesus that was 

revealed in the Incarnation 

simply captivated St 

Francis and blew him 

away.  He literally could 

not contain himself because he not get his head 

around the implications of theology of the 

incarnation and his biographers relate that he 

became ecstatic every time he reflected on the 

mystery.  He had a euphoric experience when he 

reflected on the reality of the Nativity and 

exploded with joy every time he thought or spoke 

about it.  

 

While Francis was at Greccio in 1223 he got an 

inspiration.  He had a good friend, Giovanni (John) 

Vellita, whom he had met on one of his preaching 

tours. John was a military man, a lord of Greccio, 

just two miles away. John was fascinated by St 

Francis and had renounced all worldly honors and 

was trying to live a life imitating that of Francis.  st 

Francis instructed him: “If you want to celebrate the 

Feast of the Lord at Greccio, hurry and diligently 

prepare what I tell you. For I wish to recall to 

The Christmas Crib   

by Father Michael Della Penna 

memory the little child who was born in Bethlehem. 

I want to set before our bodily eyes the hardships of 

his infant needs, how he lay in the manger, how 

with an ox and ass standing by he lay upon the 

hay.” 

John got the whole town together and prepared 

torches and candles to light up the night. The 

manger was prepared in the cave, and the ox and 

ass brought in. When Francis came to the friars’ 

hermitage, he was delighted. 

When evening came, many people began to come in 

procession, carrying their torches and candles. The 

entire night rang out with solemn singing. They 

were rediscovering the joy of Christs birth.  

 

The villagers and friars began the Mass, and Francis 

gave the sermon. His biographer, Thomas of 

Celano, Francis’ contemporary, writes: “The saint of 

God stood before the manger, uttering sighs, 

overcome with love and filled with a wonderful 

happiness….He sang the Gospel in a sonorous voice, 

a clear and sonorous voice, inviting all to the 

highest rewards. Then he preached to the people 

standing about and spoke charming words 

concerning the birth of the poor King, and the little 

town of Bethlehem….When he spoke the name 

‘Child of Bethlehem’ or ‘Jesus,’ his tongue licked his 

lips,  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thomas_Stearns_Eliot_by_Lady_Ottoline_Morrell_(1934).jpg?uselang=en-gb


5 

relishing and savoring with pleased palate the 

sweetness of the words.” There was a little crèche 

near the alar and at least one of the accounts say 

an observer “saw the infant come alive.” 

Francis wanted to show the hardships Jesus 

suffered already as an infant. In the daring phrase 

of St. Paul, he saw the emptying of the glory of the 

Son of God, born of a gentle mother but still thrown 

upon a stony and resisting world. Francis wanted to 

help people realize exactly what God had done for 

his people, and “how poor he chose to be for our 

sakes.” Francis himself had chosen the bitter 

poverty of being on the margin of society, with no 

resources or security. He saw the Son of God placing 

himself, as it were, on the margin of divinity. 

He saw a truly human Jesus, not a divine being 

hiding behind a deceptive physical facade. The 

humility of the Incarnation and of the Cross was his 

constant preoccupation. He wanted to think of 

nothing else—Bethlehem and Calvary. 

His life centered, then, around poverty and humility, 

sister virtues. He told his friars not to be ashamed 

to beg, “since God himself became poor for our 

sakes….Poverty is the heritage which our Lord Jesus 

Christ has acquired for us.” 

Thomas of Celano says, “He would often meditate 

on the desolation of Christ and his holy mother with 

tears, and he maintained that poverty was ‘the 

queen’ of the virtues, as she had become so 

radiantly manifest in the King and his mother.” 

Francis’ love and compassion for the suffering and 

Passion of Christ eventually we’re so interiorized 

that In the year after this celebration, he would be 

marked by the stigmata and be identified with the 

suffering Christ in the five wounds which appeared 

in his body. 

  

After his death in 1226, the custom of having the 

crib at Christmas spread widely through Europe. 

The New Catholic Encyclopedia says: “By the dawn 

of the baroque era, the crib setting had become an 

intricate scenic landscape, and numerous secular 

figures were now added to those of the Holy Family, 

shepherds and Magi. Crib-making thus developed 

into an important folk art, especially in Portugal, in 

the Tyrol, and most of all in the Kingdom of the Two 

Sicilies, where it was actively patronized by Charles 

III de Bourbon (d. 1788). 

“The home crib became popular in Catholic Europe 

after 1600, owing, it is said, to the efforts of the 

Capuchins. Except for the crib (the ‘putz’) of the 

pietist Moravians, manger-building was not 

originally adopted by Protestants. Pre-Reformation 

England had had its own crib custom, that of baking 

the Christmas mince pie in an oblong manger shape 

to cradle an image of the Child. The British Puritans, 

therefore, in outlawing Christmas, declared 

particular war on mince pie as ‘idolatrie in crust.’” 

Francis would smile at our nice varnished cribs, 

though he would bless any home that has one. 

Probably he would prefer those set up outdoors with 

live animals. And if he were to stand by one and 

preach today, he might say something like this: 

“Look deeper than this pleasant scene. See your 

God become your food for eternity in a feeding 

place for animals. See the simple bands wound 
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around the helpless baby, not the embroidered 

dress. See a man and woman wearing the clothes of 

the poor. See and smell the animals. Feel the cold 

and dirt of the cave, lighted only by a little fire. And 

adore your God, who took a human heart that could 

know the greatest love and the sharpest pain, arms 

that could embrace the sinners, the neurotics, the 

lepers, and hands that could touch cheeks running 

with tears, and be pierced with nails. Adore your 

poor and humble God.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ST LEONARD PARISH DECEMBER OFFERTORY  
Week 1:  $ 2,177 

Week 2:  $ 6,754 

 

December Monthly Budget:  $ 9,636  

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. 

For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following 

QR code for our 

website donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

Adoration on Fridays will be held 

during first Fridays from 12:30pm 

until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction 

Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 

All intentions and holy cards found 

near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday mass 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 
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SUGGESTION BOX 

We have a suggestion box in the back of the church for 

all parishioners and visitors 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 24-

August 1, 2023  
The date for Youth Festival Medjugorje 2023 are 

July 24 - August 1. Fr Michael Della Penna will be 

leading a Pilgrimage to Medjugorje for St 

Leonard's Parish. All the information is posted on 

the website www.pilgrimages.com/medj July 31- 

August 8  

All parishioners are invited to sign to the 

pilgrimage. It is currently listed as Waiting List. It 

will be open next week and spots will then be first 

come first served. 

Click on Waiting List and register under the 

pilgrimage.  You will be confirmed as soon as you 

sign up. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilgrimages.com%2Fmedj%2520July%252031-%2520August%25208&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6376e010ad054286ed1d08daa231af3a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638000631517590821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
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January Events 

January 8th  

150th Mass of Thanksgiving with the Cardinal  

Noon in St. Leonard’s Church 

January 22nd  

Fourth Sunday of the Month Stations of the Cross 

offered by the Italian Community 

Social after Mass 1 pm – 2 pm 

Adoration 2 pm – 3 pm 

Stations of the Cross 3pm 

January 28th 

From Italy to the North End: Migrant Stories and 

Human Lives in-depth discussion of Anthony 

Riccio’s recent publication of oral history accounts 

of neighborhood residents.  

Presentation: 3 pm-4:30 pm in the Church Hall 

150th NEWS 

Amazing Opportunity  
On Sunday, December 11th, long time parishioner 

and Nick Ferreri offered us a wonderful 

opportunity. We recently launched our “Building 

the Future Fund” as a means of air conditioning 

the church, replacing the roof on the rectory, and 

fixing the façade at Sacred Heart. Nick graciously 

announced that he will personally match dollar for 

dollar all that we raise for the air conditioning up 

to $200,000--half the cost of the full project. In his 

address he said: “I have been to many churches all 

around the world and this one (St. Leonard’s) is 

the most beautiful in all the country. We need to 

protect and preserve it.” To help us reach our goal, 

and take advantage of this amazing opportunity, 

please donate NOW to our Building the Future 

Fund, earmarking your donation for the air 

conditioning project. Donations can be mailed to 

the parish office, made online at 

www.saintleaonardschurchboston.org or by 

contacting celebrating150years@sleonard. Thanks 

to Nick and his family for their leadership, and to 

each of you for your consideration and continued 

generosity. 
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER 
Prayer 

 

 

Loving Father, 

Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate 

and open the door of love all over the 
world. 

Let kindness come with every gift 

and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning 

make us happy to be thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, 

for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 

Christmas Eve prayer attributed to Robert Louis Stevenson 


