
320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

“Blessed are you, Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones 

the mysteries of the kingdom. ”   
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM  

and upon request 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

 (First Fridays from 12:30pm until 3:00pm) 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 
Cinocca 

Guest Priest: Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin, SJ 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Starting March 1, 2023 the office hours will change 
to 10:00pm – 1:00pm Monday – Thursday  

Closed on Fridays 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions February 12 - February 18 

The Bread and Wine will be offered the 

week of February 12 - February 18 at Saint 

Leonard Church for Donna Scire 

FEBRUARY 12 - SUNDAY  

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale & 

Varano Families; Catherine Ramasci & Donna Scire  

10:30 am - Madonna delle Grazie; Luigi & Ersilia 

Torra; Maria E. Baffo  

12:00 pm - Charles Kalinoski  

FEBRUARY 13 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:05 pm - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

FEBRUARY 14 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:05 pm - Yolanda Hutton  

FEBRUARY 15 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Donna Scire 

12:05 pm - For the homeless people around the world 

FEBRUARY 16 - THURSDAY  

8:15 am - Souls of Purgatory 

12:05 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

FEBRUARY 17 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - For all the students at St. Johns School 

12:05 pm - Angelo Polcari  

FEBRUARY 18 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Domenic Agrippino; Ricky Anzilotti 1 year 

anniversary; Michelle Tirella; Mary Romano 

HEADPHONES FOR HEARING IMPAIRED 

Headphones for hearing impaired are available upon 

request. 

Please let us know before Mass begins 

GLUTEN FREE HOST 

Gluten Free Host are also available upon request 
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This year, to celebrate the 

150TH anniversary of St 

Leonard’s—which is focused 

on the way of the cross--we 

are inviting individuals and 

families, to come forward 

every week to take this cross 

into their home.   We are hoping to provide an 

intimate and personal experience of meditating and 

praying with the cross.  The cross itself is an icon 

filled with powerful symbols that teach us about the 

love Christ revealed to us by laying down His life for 

us.  By taking the cross into your home, and 

gathering around it, we hope it will lead to a 

greater embrace of our own crosses and ultimately 

lead to uniting us more closely to Jesus. 

What is the travelling San Damiano Cross? This is a 

replica of the six-foot, ten inch high, four feet, three 

inch wide cross which originally hung in the Church 

of San Damiano.  It is famous to all Franciscans 

because of what St. Francis heard Jesus say to him 

from the cross in 1206:  “Go repair my Church, 

which you can see has fallen into ruin” 

This Byzantine style cross actually dates back to the 

early 12th century and presently hangs in the 

Basilica of St Clare in Assisi, where the Poor Clare 

Monastery is. 

The key to understanding the San Damiano cross is 

the gospel of John.  While most crosses usually 

depict the suffering Christ who is very bloody and 

dead; this icon portrays an “eyes wide open” 

resurrected Christ who is alive.  Saint John’s gospel 

uses the metaphor of Jesus, who is the light that 

has come into the world, His corpus is the brightest 

part of the cross as his face and body is illuminated 

with a light that seems to come from within. 

Jesus wears a halo instead of a crown of thorns 

with arms outstretched and seems to be preparing 

to ascend into heaven.  This depiction therefore 

emphasizes the risen Christ who is the light that the 

dark could not extinguish. At the top of the cross 

there is a depiction of Christ entering into heaven 

and being welcomed by the angels.  Above this is 

the hand of the Father blessing His Son. 

One of the most obvious and striking parts of the 

cross are the large number of figures included.  The 

Imitate Christ and Take Up the 

Cross 

by Father Michael 

Della Penna 

community of believers are gathered all around 

him.  They represent the disciples of whom it is 

written “Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life”.  Some 

angels are catching his blood. 

From the left the major figures under the cross are 

Mary His mother and John while Mary Magdalen 

and Mary the mother of James are on the right 

along with the Centurion. Also depicted on the cross 

is a small rooster as a reminder of Peter’s denial.  

There are in fact 33 figures in the icon altogether; 

the bottom row of saints is not distinguishable but 

thought to be some local saints including Saints: 

Damian, Rufinus, Michael, John the Baptist, Peter 

and Paul.  In this we can see a real expression of 

fraternity, which is at the very heart of Franciscan 

spirituality. The brotherhood of humankind is 

created when we gather around the foot of the 

Cross and place Jesus as the center. 

The Cross is bordered in a seashell motif, which 

speaks of the journey of being a pilgrim. Pilgrims, in 

fact, often carried seashells tied on strings around 

their neck, so that when they came across water, 

they would have a vessel to drink with.  He speaks 

of how we are called to be pilgrims and strangers in 

this world on a journey to heaven, affirming that 

this world is our ship not our home.  

These are just an example of some of the symbols 

which the artist has included to convey the meaning 

of the cross.  The artist understood that many 

people at that time were illiterate, and so the 

means of sharing, and teaching about the truth of 

our faith, was through art which offered a school of 

theology through pictures.  The iconographer would 

fast and pray before undertaking such a work, so 

that the art would be a means of encounter with the 

viewer and God, a meeting between heaven and 

earth.  For this reason, the artist is said to “write” 

the icon rather than draw the icon as the goal is to 

convey to the viewer not only a deeper 

understanding of Jesus but an experience of Him. 

 

We hope that each of you takes the opportunity to 

study and venerate this travelling San Damiano 

Cross during our 150th Anniversary. Please reach 

out to the parish office, or 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org to sign-up. 

 

Let us pray that this 150th celebration be an 

opportunity 

 for us to be transformed by the Cross and more 

intimately united with Christ. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thomas_Stearns_Eliot_by_Lady_Ottoline_Morrell_(1934).jpg?uselang=en-gb
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ST LEONARD PARISH JANUARY OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 2,224 

February Monthly Budget:  $ 7,448 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher 

Friary pray for the intentions entrusted 

to them. If you would like your 

intention included in our prayers, 

please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We are 

happy to keep you in our prayers. For the convenience of our parishioners  

online donations are encouraged. 

ONLINE DONATIONS 

 

Use the following QR 

code for our website 

donations 

 

Also Venmo is 

available for online 

donations 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

Schedule subject to change 

Adoration on Fridays will be held during 

first Fridays from 12:30pm until 3:00pm 

ending with the benediction 

All intentions and holy cards found 

near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday mass 

All masses are 

transmitted on our 

Facebook page              

“St Leonard's Parish,      

North End, Boston” 

SUGGESTION BOX 

We have a suggestion box in the back of the church for 

all parishioners and visitors 
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Need a meal, or a place to donate 

clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 24-

August 1, 2023  
Fr Michael Della Penna will be leading a 

Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish this year to the 

Youth Festival in Medjugorje 2023 from July 24 to 

August 1.  

All the information and link to sign up is posted on 

our website.  

It is currently listed as waiting list and is on a first 

come first serve basis.  

To register click on Waiting List and register under 

the dates of the pilgrimage. You will be confirmed 

as soon as you sign  

The Sacrament of Confession will be available at 6:30pm 

  FEBRUARY 22             
 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
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Happy Sesquicentennial!! 

Next Meeting  

The next 150th Advisory Committee 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 7 

at 6:30pm in the Church Hall. We are 

forming two 150th Anniversary Committees: 

Fundraising Committee 

Marketing Committee 

Please consider helping with both these 

important parts of the 150th celebration. 

Please contact 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org to join.  

Please join us, everyone is welcome!  

mailto:celebrating150years@sleonard.org
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EVENT 

ORG 

Thank you to all the angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far. Please 

consider donating to our Angelic Choir: 

• $      150              Sesquicentennial Club 

• $      500              Angels 

• $   1,500             Archangels 

• $   5,000             Principalities 

• $ 15,000             Powers 

• $ 30,000             Virtues 

• $ 50,000             Dominions 

• $ 75,000             Thrones 

• $100,000            Cherubim 

• $150,000+         Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to St. 

Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at 320 

Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113; or by donating 

online at www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 
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At the dawn of the new century, the Franciscans 

of Saint Leonard took on many new tasks, above 

all the opening of the first St. Anthony’s parish 

school in 1902. In 1907, a new building for the 

school was built by the Italian architect Nicola 

Serracino next to a new public playground 

between Prince and North Bennett Streets, a hub 

of social services for the neighborhood, including 

a bathhouse and several new public-school 

buildings, the operation of which would 

eventually be turned over to the friars by mid-

century. A convent on North Bennet Place, the 

actual church rectory, was also built to house the 

Franciscan sisters who staffed the school. All the 

while, the parish numbers were swelling and by 

1890, there were about 20,000 Italians in Boston 

alone, the majority now originally from the 

Southern provinces and island of Sicily. But the 

population of the North End was likely twice that 

number, hitting an all-time record of around 

40,000 in 1920. Masses were held hourly on feast 

days in the upper and lower churches to 

accommodate such a crowd.   

 

In anticipation of the parish’s fortieth anniversary 

in 1912, funds were raised to pay for an 

elaborate interior redecorating of the upper 

church according to a design of visiting Italian 

American artist Donatus Buongiorno assisted by 

carpenter Pietro Sannio and local artisans. As the 

formal dedication on 19 May 1912 by William 

Cardinal O’Connell, a temporary triumphal 

archway painted in red and gold was built in 

front of the church entrance on Prince Street. 

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY… CONTINUED 

(Written by Dr. Jessica Dello Russo) 

Fluent in Italian, O’Connell spoke directly to the 

assembly, praising the church’s beauty and its 

Franciscan personnel. While much of the 

decorated programme has been since painted 

over, Buongiorno’s central theme of honoring the 

spirit of Saint Francis and his followers-including 

St. Leonard- has been perpetuated in the 

church’s current artistic design, along with 

spectacular moldings in gilded wood and stucco 

and columns and wall paneling painted to 

resemble slabs of colored marble. Four original 

paintings of Buongiorno survive near the entrance 

to the nave. Those in the narthex depict Saint 

Francis blessing famous member of the 

Franciscan Third Order, Dante, Giotto, and 

Columbus; and Saint Anthony of Padua 

distributing bread to the poor. Two other 

paintings in canvas mounted below the choir loft 

illustrate St. Francis in the act of receiving the 

stigmata, and the vision of Duns Scotus of Mary’s 

holy and Immaculate Conception. 

To be continued next week... 
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

Reflections from Peggy Fuccillo 

after hosting the Travelling San Damiano Cross 

I had the honor to have the San Damiano Cross 

in my house this week. And in truth, I felt an 

immediate Presence that something had 

changed in my home. It has been an extremely 

stressful work week for me, but when I was 

looking at the Cross, I was able to calm down 

and live in the moment and focus on all the 

intricacies of the Cross. There is so much to see 

and each time I spent gazing at the Cross, I 

would see more. For example, today I thought 

about why there is no visible pain showing on 

the face of Jesus, and His eyes are wide open. I 

equated that with the heart of Jesus is always 

alive, and his love can never be shattered. I 

wanted to find out more about the Cross, and 

found this site very informative: “The San 

Damiano Cross: story and meaning” (https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVodFcL0x6g.) 

When I visited Assisi, I had a transformative 

experience there. Throughout my life I have 

been very close to Saint Francis, the Patron 

Saint of Animals. So delving into the history of 

the San Damiano Cross made me even closer 

to him. And now I realize that the Presence in 

my home is St. Francis. 

 

 

If you would like to host the San Damiano Cross in your home, please 

contact: celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

SAINT CYRIL, MONK, AND 
SAINT METHODIUS, BISHOP . 

Prayer 

 

 

Saints Cyril and Methodius, you 
both gave your lives to the 

service of God. You served with 
zeal, creativity, and much 

determination. Please pray for 
me, that God may use me to 
become an instrument of His 
saving grace to those in need, 

bringing the Good News in ways 
to which they can relate  

Amen.  

 


