
“Lord, you are truly the Savior of the world; 

give me living water, that I may never thirst 

again.” 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Celebrating 150 Years 
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

 (First Fridays from 12:30pm until 

3:00pm) 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 
admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday   9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 

Cinocca 

Guest Priest: Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin, SJ 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Every Wednesday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

The Sacrament of Confession will be 

available at Saint Leonard's Parish. 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM 

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

All masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 
401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Headphones for hearing impaired are available 

upon request.  

Gluten Free Host are also available upon request 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM - and upon request 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

Mass Intentions March 12 - March 19 

March 12 - SUNDAY  

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale & Varano 

Families; Francesca Piazza and Francesco Piazza; Dolores 

Merola; Arthur Gambale; For the Healing of Abe Fuentes 

and Time Lynch; Maureen Fiorelli; Kathy Mestari; Ignazio 

Venezia 

10:30 am -  Luigi & Ersilia Torra, Rocco Torra; Rocco & 

Filomena Pezzano; Joseph Baffo 

12:00 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

MARCH 13 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:05 pm - Healing of Mark Kutch 

March 14 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Healing of Jack Calabrese 

12:05 pm - Healing of Charlie Falla 

MARCH 15 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

12:05 pm - Healing of Tara Baker 

MARCH 16 - THURSDAY  

8:15 am - For the homeless people around the world 

12:05 pm - Tobin Dancy 

MARCH 17 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - Sally McConnell  

12:05 pm - Sacred Heart of Jesus 

MARCH 18 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

March 12 - March 18 at Saint Leonard Church 

for This Candle Burns in Memory of Caroline 

and "Brother Ben" Reppucci 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. If 

you would like your intention included in 

our prayers, please call the friary prayer 

request line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We 

are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near the 

Saints will be offered up once a month at the 

Sunday mass 
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Once upon a time, in the heart of an ancient Kingdom, 

there was a beautiful garden. And there, in the cool of 

the day, the Master of the garden would walk. Of all the 

plants of the garden, the most beautiful and most 

beloved was gracious and noble bamboo. Year after 

year, bamboo grew yet more noble and gracious, 

conscious of his Master’s love and watchful delight, but 

modest and gentle withal. And often when the wind 

came to revel in the garden, Bamboo would dance and 

play, tossing and swaying and leaping and bowing in 

joyous abandon, leading the Great Dance of the garden, 

which most delighted the Master’s heart. 

Lent 
My favorite parable about the cross 

is the one I heard when I was a 

postulant it’s the story of Bamboo.  

by Father Michael Della Penna 

Now, once upon a day, the Master himself drew near 

to contemplate his Bamboo with eyes of curious 

expectancy. And Bamboo, in a passion of adoration, 

bowed his great head to the ground in loving greeting. 

The Master spoke: “Bamboo, Bamboo, I would use 

you.” 

Bamboo flung his head to the sky in utter delight. The 

day of days had come, the day for which he had been 

made, the day to which he had been growing hour by 

hour, the day in which he would find his completion 

and his destiny. 

His voice came low: “Master, I’m ready. Use me as you 

wish.” 

“Bamboo,” The Master’s voice was grave “I would 

have to take you and cut you down!” 

A trembling of great horror shook Bamboo…”Cut …

me… down ? Me.. whom you, Master, has made the 

most beautiful in all thy Garden…cut me down! Ah, not 

that. Not that. Use me for the joy, use me for the glory, 

oh master, but do not cut me down!” 

“Beloved Bamboo,” The Master’s voice grew graver 

still “If I do not cut you down, I cannot use you.” 

The garden grew still. Wind held his breath. Bamboo 

slowly bent his proud and glorious head. There was a 

whisper: “Master, if you cannot use me other than to 

cut me down.. then do your will and cut”. 

“Bamboo, beloved Bamboo, I would cut your leaves 

and branches from you also”. 

“Master, spare me. Cut me down and lay my beauty in 

the dust; but would you also have to take from me my 

leaves and branches too?” 

“Bamboo, if I do not cut them away, I cannot use you.” 

The Sun hid his face. A listening butterfly glided 

fearfully away. And Bamboo shivered in terrible 

expectancy, whispering low: “Master, cut away” 

“Bamboo, Bamboo, I would yet… split you in two and 

cut out your heart, for if I cut not so, I cannot use you.” 

Then Bamboo bowed to the ground: “Master, Master… 

then cut and split.” 

So did the Master of the garden took Bamboo… 

and cut him down… 

and hacked off his branches… 

and stripped off his leaves… 

and split him in two… 

and cut out his heart. 

And lifting him gently, the Master carried Bamboo to 

where there was a spring of fresh sparkling water in 

the midst of his dry fields. Then putting one end of the 

broken Bamboo in the spring and the other end into the 

water channel in the field, the Master gently laid down 

his beloved Bamboo… And the spring sang welcome, 

and the clear sparkling waters raced joyously down the 

channel of bamboo’s torn body into the waiting fields. 

Then the rice was planted, and the days went by, and 

the shoots grew and the harvest came. 

In that day Bamboo, once so glorious in his stately 

beauty, was yet more glorious in his brokenness and 

humility. For in his beauty he was life abundant, but in 

his brokenness he became a channel of abundant life 

to his Master’s world. 

 

The parable teaches us that although we suffer, and 

experience the kenosis of the cross, that is the self 

emptying or stripping of the cross, it is a means to new 

life, a share in a fuller abundance.  
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EVENTS 

March Events  

March 15th: Leonard’s Book Club  

Please read with us: The Seven Last Words, by Fulton 

Sheen and come and discuss it with us on 

Wednesday, March 15th at 6:30pm.  

March 21st: Meet Saint Anthony 

Join us in the Church at 6:30pm to learn all about 

Saint Anthony.  

March 26th: 4th Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Social 1-2pm; Adoration 2-3pm; Stations at 3pm. 

Hosted by St. Leonard’s Music Ministry and the 

150th Committee. Join us.  

March 29th: Watch “Changing Lanes” Movie with Us 

We will watch the movie at 6:30pm and discuss its 

relevance to Lent. 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE CHURCH 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6:30 pm 

 

Kicking off the thirteen week novena to Saint Anthony, 

join us for a talk on the life, teachings, and miracles of 

the wonder-worker of Padua. 

 

Following the event will be the novena prayers followed 

by light refreshments. 

 
Visit https://saintleonardchurchboston.org/meet-st-anthony                

for more information 

• The Stations of the Cross Will be prayed every 

Friday at 6:30pm 

• Every First Friday Adoration is Host from 

12:30pm to 3:00pm 

• Every Wednesday during Lent at 6:00 pm the 

Sacrament of Confession will be available  

FRIDAY - March 17 

WEDNESDAY - March 15 

TUESDAY - March 21 
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Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with 

the benediction 

ADORATION 

In a bow to a late 1890’s St. Leonard’s Church tradition, 

and in honor of St. Leonard’s devotion to the Stations of 

the Cross, each month, on the 4th Sunday, we are 

offering a Social in the Church Hall after the noon Mass 

from 1-2pm; Adoration in the Church from 2-3pm and 

then the Stations at 3pm. Various groups, affiliated 

with the Parish, have offered to host these monthly 

Sunday Stations.  

Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, March 26th  

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

Sponsored by St. Leonard’s Music Ministry and the 

150th Committee. 

We hope to see you then! 

SUNDAY - March 26 

Watch “Changing Lanes” with us 

On March 29th at 6:30pm at St Joseph Hall. We will 

watch the movie “Changing Lanes” and discuss its 

relevance to Lent. 

Come, Watch, Discuss and have popcorn!  

WEDNESDAY - March 29 

MONDAY - April 03 
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This is our Sesquicentennial Prayer;  

we hope you will join us in praying it 

during this year: 

Almighty and merciful God, who made Saint 
Leonard an outstanding herald of the mystery of 

the Cross, grant, by his intercession,  

that, acknowledging on earth the riches of the 
same cross, we may be worthy to attain the fruit 

of redemption in Heaven.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen  

Let us pray that this 150th celebration be an 
opportunity for us to be transformed by the 

Cross and more intimately united with Christ.  

150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Gala Tickets 

available now! 

Access the QR Code, 

visit the Parish Office or 

Contact 

Celebrating150years@sleonard.org 

St Leonard’s 150th Gala 

It is going to be a fun and festive evening. There 

will be a signature cocktail, delicious food, 

raffles, music, dancing and so much more.  

Don’t miss all the fun. Tickets can be purchased 

online at www.saintleonardchurchboston.org  

FRIDAY - May 05 
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The Franciscans once more took immediate steps 

to address a societal crisis during the Influenza 

Epidemic of 1918 by spearheading operations 

and enlisting supporters to set up an orphanage 

in the neighborhood of Jamaica Plain, The Italian 

Home for Children, which opened in 1921 and 

continues to operate as a social service center 

today. 

For the parish jubilee in 1923, funds were 

collected for a new marble altar in addition to 

the prosaic but no less pressing addition of a new 

heating system. Also, in this decade a residence 

on Nantasket Beach, south of Boston, was 

acquired by the St. Leonard friars for a “Saint 

Anthony Villa” summer camp. Saint Leonard’s 

during these years had many friars and sisters on 

staff, as well as significant involvement by 

member of the parish, especially those active in 

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY… CONTINUED 

Written by Dr. Jessica Dello Russo 

the Franciscan Third Order, whose New England 

Chapter had originated at St. Leonard’s the year 

of the parish’s foundation in 1873.  

Having endured much tragedy during the eras of 

the Great Depression and Second World War, 

during which conflict many parish members and 

even one of  the St. Leonard friars, Fr. Andrew 

Bacigalupo, lost their lives, the parish 

nonetheless heeded the call to service and 

starting in 1945, invested more of its limited 

resources in education by staffing the North 

End’s only high school, Christopher Columbus, 

and building entirely from scratch a youth center 

and gymnasium on Prince Street opposite the 

Polcari Playground in 1953.  Already, Saint 

Anthony’s was the largest parochial school in the 

district, and in 1955, it moved into the vacated 

Paul Revere Public School.   
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150th Building the Future Fund 
Thank you to all the Angels that have 

contributed to our 150th Building the Future 

Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the 

facade of Sacred Hearth, and $100,000 to fix 

the Roof at the Rectory. Please consider 

donating to our Angelic Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to St. 

Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office 

at 320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113; or 

by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

ST LEONARD PARISH MARCH OFFERTORY  
Week 1:  $ 2,365 

March Monthly Budget:  $ 7,764 
Need a meal, or a place to donate clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

One of the most meaningful ways that we deepen the 

impact of our Archdiocese’s schools, parishes, and minis-

tries is by supporting the Catholic Appeal. The Appeal is 

a primary means by which we carry Christ’s light into 

darkness and deepen the impact of our Church’s minis-

tries, many of which directly benefit our parish. Your 

partnership and participation carry Christ’s love into our 

communities in numerous ways.  

Many of you may have received a letter from Cardinal 

Seán requesting your early support of the 2023 Catholic 

Appeal. We hope that you will respond to his invitation 

with a generous gift, knowing that each contribution 

transforms faith into action.  Thank you.   
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FUTURE TRIPS 

November 25 to December 04 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje July 24-

August 1, 2023  

Fr Michael Della Penna will be leading a 

Pilgrimage for St Leonard's Parish this 

year to the Youth Festival in Medjugorje 

2023 from July 24 to August 1.  

All the information and link to sign up is 

posted on our website.  

It is currently listed as waiting list and 

is on a first come first serve basis.  

To register click on Waiting List and 

register under the dates of the 

pilgrimage. You will be confirmed as 

soon as you sign  

July 24 to August 1 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

"St. John School is looking to hire a nurse 

to assist students throughout the school 

day for the 2022-2023 school 

year, Monday to Friday, 9:30am to 

1:30pm. Qualified candidates must be 

a licensed RN with active licensure. 

Additionally they must be CPR and First 

Aid certified and have a minimum of one 

year experience in public health, 

community nurse, school health nursing, or 

pediatric nursing. As a Catholic School, St. 

John School seeks to hire joyful practicing 

Catholics who will share their Faith with 

our students. Interested candidates should 

contact the principal Claire 

Cassidy ccassidy@sjsne.com"   



Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Prayer 

 
Loving Father, So many times I turn away from 

you and always you welcome me back. 

Your mercy and love gives me confidence              
Thank you for the invitation to share, fast and pray 

so that you can form a new heart within me. 
Your powerful compassion for my weaknesses 

leads me to ask for mercy 
and await with great hope the Easter joy you 

share with us.  

 


