
“Whoever loves me will keep 

my word, says the Lord, 

and my Father will love him 

and we will come to him” 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113.  P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  
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Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Thursday Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

 (First Fridays from 12:30pm until 

3:00pm) 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 
admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico 

Cinocca 

Guest Priest: Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

Deacon: Nick Albin, SJ 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St Leonard Church will be closed for 

cleaning on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM 

& Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM  

All masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 
401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Headphones for hearing impaired are available 

upon request.  

Gluten Free Host are also available upon request 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM - and upon request 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

Mass Intentions May 13 - May 19 

May 13 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary & for 

the Souls of Purgatory 

May 14 - SUNDAY  

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; Nicolina Verlezza; 

Clementina DiGiacomo; Dora & Enrico Giammarco, Alighiera 

& Domenico Federico   

10:30 am - Sant’Angelo All’Esca Provence of Avaleno St. 

Michael Society; Ersilia Rorra; Dolores Pezzano 

12:00 pm - Anna Russo; Felica Agrippino; Ann McCormick; 

Bart Albano and Erny Albano; Ellie Sutera; For the health of 

Rosemary Harrington; Healing for Tricia McShane, 

Benjamin & Barbara Assenzo; Walter Fennessey; Audrey & 

Francis Kelley; Deborah Ann Fennessey; Mary Pallotta & 

Mary Gambale; Phyllis Rossetti 

May 15 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Charlie Falla 

12:05 pm - Antonio Guarino 

May 16 - TUESDAY 

8:15 am - For the homeless people around the world 

12:05 pm - Ellen Adams 

May 17 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

12:05 pm - Clyde Gingerich 

May 18 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - For all the students at St. Johns School 

12:05 pm - Margaret Gingerich 

May 19 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Mark Kutch 

12:05 pm - Nancy Whiten Martignetti  
Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. If 

you would like your intention included in 

our prayers, please call the friary prayer 

request line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We 

are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near the 

Saints will be offered up once a month at the 

Sunday mass 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of   

May 13 - May 19 at Saint Leonard Church for 

Anna Caso 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

May 13 - May 19 at Saint Leonard Church in 

Memory of Aniello Dedona 
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Today in the gospel Jesus 

begins with a challenging 

and provocative 

statement, which defines 

the simple criteria of what 

constitutes true love. He 

boldly and plainly says “If 

you love me, you will keep 

my Commandments.” 

In this way, Jesus reveals that love indeed, is an 

action. Well, many confused love and describe it 

as a feeling, Jesus speaks of it as an act of the 

will.  CS Lewis says it this way: “Christian love, 

either towards God, or towards humans, isn’t a 

fear of the world. If we are trying to do his, will 

we are obeying the commitment.” As St Thomas 

Aquinas defined love as “seeking or willing the 

good of the other” we acknowledge that we 

always have the freedom of the capacity to 

choose the good of the other, regardless of how 

we feel. We are therefore called to put into 

practice our faith and love by practicing concrete 

acts of kindness. 

In July, I will be traveling for my yearly mission 

trip in the name of Silent Children Mission to 

Malawi. Although this year we do not have 

anyone from the parish to come with us, I would 

like to extend an opportunity for us to help 

by donating items we can bring to the children in 

Malawi. I would like to put together some bags 

with: 

Love in Action 

By Fr Michael Della Penna 

1) Prayer cards - English is good – laminated is 

ideal because they will last longer, and the 

children will treasure them. 

2) Bracelets  

3) Rosaries  

4) Decade rosaries 

5) Small statues of Mary, saints etc. – 

6) Crosses 

7) Small plaques of saints 

8) Small prayer books 

9) Some Catholic books  

10) Scapulars 

Other items: 

Summer dresses for girls 6-12 – in the villages in 

Malawi girls only wear dresses. 

T-shirt and short sets for boys 6-12 

Pretty scarves – they love bright colors. 

Pencils, pens, rulers, calculators, math sets 

  

Please feel free to bring them into the sacristy so 

that we can pack them for Malawi. We will take 

photos of the children with these items. 

Thankyou for your generosity  
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EVENTS 
May Events  

• May 21st: 4th Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Social 1-2pm; Adoration 2-3pm; Stations at 3pm.  

Every First Friday Adoration is Hosted from 

12:30pm to 3:00pm 

Because of Memorial Day weekend, the 4th Sunday 

Stations are being held on Sunday, May 21st. 

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with 

the benediction 

ADORATION 

FRIDAY - June 02 

In a bow to a late 1890’s St. Leonard’s Church tradition, 

and in honor of St. Leonard’s devotion to the Stations of 

the Cross, each month, on the 4th Sunday, we are 

offering a Social in the Church Hall after the noon Mass 

from 1-2pm; Adoration in the Church from 2-3pm and 

then the Stations at 3pm. Various groups, affiliated 

with the Parish, have offered to host these monthly 

Sunday Stations.  

Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, May 21th  

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

We hope to see you then! 

SUNDAY - May 28 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Sesquicentennial Prayer 

  we hope you will join us in praying it 

during this year: 

Almighty and merciful God, who made Saint Leonard 

an outstanding herald of the mystery of the Cross, 

grant, by his intercession,  

that, acknowledging on earth the riches of the same 

cross, we may be worthy to attain the fruit of 

redemption in Heaven.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen  

Let us pray that this 150th celebration be an 

opportunity for us to be transformed by the Cross 

and more intimately united with Christ.  

Let’s build on the sense of 

community and fun of the Gala. 

Come to the next Social on 

Sunday, May 21st at 1pm in the 

Hall.  
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SAINT LEONARD 150TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 

In the year 1873, Archbishop Williams of Boston 

called upon the Franciscans of the Immaculate 

Conception Province, to minister to the spiritual 

needs of the Italian immigrants in Boston. Fr. 

Angelo Conterno, O.F.M., was the first pastor. 

    Two years later, a plot of land situated on 

Prince Street measuring seventy-four by thirty 

feet, was purchased for a little less than 

$9,000.00. The foundation was laid for the first 

Italian parish in New England. 

  The year 2023 marks the 150th anniversary of 

Saint Leonard Church.  On Friday, May 5th, a 

Black-Tie Gala was held at the New England 

Aquarium as part of the yearlong celebration of 

the founding of the Franciscan parish in Boston’s 

North End. 

  Father Michael Della Penna, Pastor of Saint 

Leonard’s, greeted guests as they arrived at the 

Gala that began promptly at 6:30 PM. Cocktails 

were served while penguins in matching black 

By Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari  and white attire looked on in curiosity at the 

party goers and for a moment you wondered 

who is copying whom? A signature 

Sesquicentennial cocktail of Prosecco, cranberry 

juice and orange juice was featured as part of 

the two-hour open bar.  

   As guests wandered the winding ramp 

surrounding the center tank, champagne and 

cocktail glasses in hand, observing the denizens 

of the deep, they in-turn were being observed by 

turtles and a wonderful array of marine life 

swimming gracefully past the observation 

windows; old friends and new acquaintances 

greeting each other under their impassive gaze. 

   After two hours of “How wonderful to see you 

again”, and “Don’t you look lovely”, guests were 

directed to an outdoor ramp leading to a 

wonderfully decorated tent where a buffet dinner 

was served and dancing took place while Boston 

Harbor in full view under sunny skies gradually 

dimmed as evening grew closer, and the Gala 

came to a lovely end. 
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From the Gala Committee 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 

Sesquicentennial Gala such an amazing 

evening. Special thanks to Michael Bonetti and 

Toni Gilardi who co-chaired the event for their 

tireless efforts, amazing fundraising efforts and 

great spirit. Thank you to all the volunteers 

from the Parish office, the Parish, and the 

150th Committee, we couldn’t have done it 

without all of you. Special thank you to Father 

for his vision, to the many sponsors listed 

below who helped underwrite the event, and 

the many raffle and silent auction donors and 

to Olivia Scimeca, Camille Colangelo and 

Barbara Coppola, and Heather and Dominic 

Costa who worked the night of the event 

registering and welcoming people; running the 

raffle; and taking photographs. (Please see 

Saint Leonard’s Facebook page for the links to 

all the photos.) 

Special thanks to Mike’s Pastry for the platters 

of cookies; and New England Aquarium, Patina 

Group and Val Albrecht and Entertainments 

Specialists.  

All of your efforts made this a night to 

remember, and helped us realize close to 

$30,000 in proceeds to benefit the Parish. 

• Angiulo Family 

• Artu 

• Barbiero Foods 

• Cambridge Printing  

• Carmelina’s  

• Caffe Vittoria 

• DePasquale Ventures 
Eagle Bank 

• Eastern Bank 

• Fabbo Realty Trust and Tony Barbiero, Co 

• Ferrari Family 

• Fisherman’s Society 

• Gassisaro Family 

• Giammarco Family 

Thank you to our Sponsors: 

• Gilardi Group 

• Greenway Realty Group 

• Hanover Liquor 

• JS Waterman/Langone Chapel 

• Lupoli Family 

• Martignetti Family 

• Matt Conti 

• McCue Garden Center 

• Rosalie and Richard Mucci 

• North End Property Management and 
Jordan Group Promos 

• Salvati Family 

• Spagnuolo Family 

• St. Anthony’s Society 

• St. Joseph’s Society 

• St. Lucy’s Society 

• Ventresca Family 

• Zanelli Family 

 

Thank you to the Raffle Basket and Silent 
Auction Donors: 

• Pola Andrews  

• Marie Bamonte 

• Boston Bruins 

• Boston Celtics 

• Boston Harbor Hotel 

• Boston Intercontinental Hotel 

• Boston Red Sox  

• Carroll Family 

• Clearly Yours 

• Barbara Coppola 

• Darlene D’Elia 

• Laurie D’Elia 

• Father Michael Della Penna 

• DiRonza Family 

• Dolores Skin Care 

• Donne 2000 

• Eastern Bank 

• Firicano’s Barber Shop 

• Gentleman’s Salon 

• Giammarco Family 

• Doreen Giammarco 

• Carmine Guarino 

• EB Horn & Company 

• Fernando Limbo 

• Markley Group 

• Doreen Merola 

• New England Aquarium 

• Philip’s Salon 

• Pretty Rugged 

• Norma Reppucci  

• Olivia Scimeca 

• Soma Yoga 

• Westin Seaport 



Reflection on the Travelling Cross 

You can have the opportunity to host the San Damiano 

Cross in your home for a week. Please contact: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org to sign-up.  
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Belmont April 24, 2023 

Dear fellow parishioners of Saint Leonard’s 

Parish, 

 

It is with great Joy and blessing that we 

received the San Damiano Cross into our home. 

 

What immediately struck us about this 

experience was the ways in which the 

pilgrimage of the Cross throughout our parish is 

also an invitation for all of us to enter an 

interior spiritual pilgrimage. What is more, just 

as we prepared our home for the arrival of the 

cross, so too do we all have to prepare 

ourselves for our spiritual journey to come closer 

to Christ. 

 

The creative and generative power of the Cross 

also presented itself in my life as it became a 

force that brought my family together, and 

more importantly, brought my family together 

with friends  around the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass celebrated in our home by Fr. John Capuci 

of Saint Charles Borromeo Parish in Woburn and 

Fr. Mike Della Penna  of Saint Leonard Parish in 

Boston.  Isn’t it beautiful how the 

transformative power of Christ turned the cross, 

a device of capital punishment, a symbol of 

destruction, into a symbol of love that brings 

the family together? Just as the Cross of San 

Damiano answered Saint Francis’s prayer’s and 

encouraged him to rebuild the Church, so too 

has it reminded us of the ongoing process of 

spiritual renewal. 

 

We want to close this reflection with a prayer 

that the Cross may help to heal and rebuild our 

broken world. 

 

In Christ, 

Marianna and Secondo Silvestri 
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Commemorating First Communions 

in the Parish for the 150th 

Last Sunday May 7th, as part of the 150th 

celebration, Father Michael blessed all of those 

that had made their First Communion in the 

Parish.  

Father Michael reminded us that Mother 

Theresa said “If we wanted to know how much 

God loved us, we only need to look at the Cross 

and if we want to know how much God loves us, 

we only have to look at the Eucharist.”  

He also related how the Missionaries of Charity 

in Rome had a sign in the sacristy that reminds 

us of the preciousness of the gift of the 

Eucharist. The sign read, “Celebrate this 

Eucharist as if it were your first, your last and 

your only.” 
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One of the many special ways we are celebrating our 150th anniversary is to provide 

opportunities to commemorate liturgical and sacramental milestones in our 

community.  We are therefore designating several different Masses to focus on 

celebrating those who received Communion, Baptism, etc. in St. Leonard’s and any of 

the surrounding churches: Sacred Heart, St Mary’s or St Stephen’s. 

SPECIAL 150TH COMMEMORATIONS IN MAY  

 
Then, for those who ever crowned the statue of the 

Blessed Mother, whether in our Peace Garden at St 

Leonard’s or at any of the other Churches, we invite 

you to a commemorative May crowning on Sunday, 

May 14th after the Noon Mass. At a special 

ceremony, after Mass, to remember and celebrate 

those girls and boys who had the honor of crowning 

our Lady, we will crown the Blessed Mother and 

Father will bless all assembled.  

SUNDAY - May 14 
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Need a meal, or a place to donate clothes? 

St. Leonard will be partnering with Haley House, a 

soup kitchen and donation center in South Boston. 

Currently, they are most in need of men’s clothing. 

Please check the link haleyhouse.org/goods for list of 

accepted items. 

Donations can be brought to our parish office. 

As Of April 19th. We have raised $5,420 toward our Par-

ish goal of $51.454. We thank the 19 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a Generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office, 320 

Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank for you contribution! 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to our 

150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade of 

Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to St. Leonard’s 

150th and sent to the Parish office at 320 Hanover 

Street, Boston MA 02113; or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 
ST LEONARD PARISH MAY OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 2,843 

May Monthly Budget:  $ 12,151 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

 

  PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 
 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

O God, who by the light of the Holy 
Spirit, Did instruct the hearts of the 

faithful, Grant that by the same Holy 
Spirit we may be truly wise and ever 
enjoy his consolations. Through the 

same Christ Our Lord.  

Amen 

 


