
“I give you a new 

commandment, says 

the Lord; 

love one another as I 

have loved you.” 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

 



 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning 

on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM &     

Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 
401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 
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Mon - Fri 6:45 AM Mass 

  8:15 AM Mass 

  11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

First Fridays 12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  6:45 AM 

   8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

All Masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are 

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM and upon request. 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                         
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the 
North End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located 
on the corner of New Sudbury Street and 
Congress Street. Enter on New Sudbury Street 
next to the Haymarket "T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up 
to 2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be 
validated by a North End store, church, 
attraction, restaurant, business or organization. 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

Mass Intentions September 16 - September 22 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. If 

you would like your intention included in 

our prayers, please call the friary prayer 

request line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We 

are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near 

the Saints will be offered up once a month 

at the Sunday Mass. 

September 16 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Emilio Scapicchio; Barbara (Summa) Sullivan  

September 17 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; David Halpin; Josie 

Mestone 

10:00 am - Maria & Michele Torra; St. Maria Adorlarata; 

Vittorio Recupero; Oscar DeStefano; Michela Barone; 

Healing for Rico Ferullo  

12:00 pm - Vittorio Recupero, Francesco & Madonna 

Addolorata 

September 18 - MONDAY 

6:45 am - Souls of Purgatory 

8:15 am - Antonio Guarino 

12:05 pm - Mark Kutch 

September 19 - TUESDAY 

6:45 am - Souls of Purgatory 

8:15 am - Ellen Adams 

12:05 pm - Margaret Gingerich 

September 20 - WEDNESDAY 

6:45 am - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:15 am - David Halpin 

12:05 pm - Roy Mastrullo  

September 21 - THURSDAY                                          

6:45 am - For the homeless people around the world 

8:15 am - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

12:05 pm - Ilene (Terrio) Hanlon Guiney  

September 22 - FRIDAY                                                

6:45 am - Healing of Charlie Falla 

8:15 am - For all the students at St. John’s School 

12:05 pm - Phillip Palangio 

Intentions for the 6:45am Masses will be 

available at the parish office. 
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Forgiveness Liberates, And Heals 

Today is the twenty fourth Sunday of ordinary time. 
Last week, the church reminded us of the 
importance of reconciliation through fraternal 
dialogue and mutual love. Today she, invites us to 
reflect on forgiveness. It is a very important element 
of reconciliation, and our Christian belief. It is the 
central message of today’s first and gospel 
readings. 

There is a popular saying that to err is human, while 
to forgive is divine. That is to say, that the one who 
sins acts humanly. This is because, it is part of our 
attributes as humans to err or to sin. On the other 
hand, the one who forgives acts divinely. This is 
because, to forgive is to participate in a very 
important attribute and nature of God. That is, His 
divinity. It is what our God is known for. “He is 
compassionate, merciful, love and He forgives” (Ps 
102). 

The first reading of today focuses on forgiveness. 
First, it reminds us that for our prayer to be 
answered, we must forgive others. Second, it 
presupposes that we are all sinners, in need of God’s 
forgiveness. So, for us to be forgiven, first, we must 
forgive others. Therefore, Sirac urges us: “Forgive 
your neighbor the hurt he does to you, and when you 
pray, your sins will be forgiven.” This is a call to 
liberate others, in other to liberate and heal 
ourselves too. 

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of something 
very important. “The life and death of each of us 
has its influence on the other.” Also, our ability to 
forgive has a great influence on the other, as well 
as, on ourselves. Hence, it is important to note that, 
forgiveness has a double effect. It is a single dose 
medicine that cures one or many persons at the 
same time. It liberates the one who is forgiven, as 
well as, heals the one who forgives. 

In the gospel, Christ takes forgiveness to a different 
and practical level. This unfolds in the dialogue 
between Peter and Christ. Peter asked a theoretical 
question: “How many times must I forgive my 
brother?” Jesus answered him in the most practical 
way: “seventy-seven times.” Christ’s response, 
simply reminds us that Christian forgiveness does 
not have limits. We must forgive all, always and 
forever as the prayer of Sant Francisco of Assis 
says: “Wherever there is injury (offence or hurt), 
forgiveness.” 

Hence, to demonstrate this, Jesus tells a parable 
about the kingdom of heaven. Let us reflect on how 
many times we have acted like the wicked servant. 

Rev. Fr. Njoku Canice Chukwuemeka, C.S.Sp  

He was forgiven a great debt, but he could not 
forgive his neighbor a little debt. He was set free, 
but he jailed his neighbor. The message of this 
parable is that we must treat others mercifully. We 
must forgive, because God forgives us every day. We 
must not always hold our neighbors to contempt. 
Rather, we must consider their situations as God 
considers our situation always. 

Jesus tells us to forgive all, and forever. What does 
it mean to forgive all and forever? First, it does not 
mean: “I forgive you, but we must go our separate 
ways,” or I forgive you, but I do not want to see you 
again in my life,” or I forgive you, but I will not 
forget.” It means something much deeper. It means 
to restore unity, to believe that it is possible to walk 
together towards a common goal. It means to heal 
a wound, without leaving a scar. 

It is important to add that, sometimes, one equally 
needs to forgive oneself for the faults committed 
against self. Endless grieving or guilt conscience 
because of one’s mistakes in life, reduces one’s 
quality of life. It hinders both spiritual and material 
progress. So, we must forgive ourselves too, in other 
to continue living in peace with ourselves. 

Finally, he who forgives act like Christ. So, as we 
pray today at this Eucharistic celebration: “Forgive 
us our offences, as we forgive those who offend 
us,” let us ask God to help us to be true to these 
words, by living them practically. 

Peace be with you all! 

Maranatha! 



EVENTS 

September Events  

• September 16th & 17th 

Membership drive: Held by The Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas Court Ausonia #781 of the North End of 

Boston  

• September 24th: Sunday, Stations of the Cross  

Social 1-2pm; Adoration 2-3pm; Stations at 3pm 

Every First Fridays, Adoration is exposed 

from 12:30pm to 3:00pm 
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The Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 

Ausonia #781 of the North End of Boston will be 

holding a membership drive at all the Masses on 

the weekend of September 16/17. All Catholic 

women 18 years of age and older are welcome to 

come and find out what these women have been 

doing for the last 100 years.  

There will be informational meetings after 

the Masses in St. Leonard’s church hall. 

Refreshments will be served.  

September 16th & 17th 
This Weekend! 

 Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, September 24th at 

Sacred Heart Church following the Noon Mass.  

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

We hope to see you then! 

*Please note the change of location for this 

particular Sunday 

SUNDAY -  September 24th  
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FRIDAY - October 6th 

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction 

ADORATION 

WEDNESDAY - October 4th 

On Monday, September 25th we will be hosting a 

program on Padre Pio at 6:30pm in the Church. If 

you have a story or personal testimony about St. 

Padre Pio you would be willing to share, please 

contact: celebrating150years@sleonard.org.  

MONDAY - September 25th 
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We’ll meet at 2:30pm in the Church Hall to 

watch Reluctant Saint, a short film about St. 

Francis and his special call and charism.   

There will be time for discussion and evening 

prayer after the film.  All are welcome! 

If you have any questions, please email: 

stleonardsecularfranciscans@gmail.com. 

Interested in the Secular Order of 

Franciscans? 

Have you ever prayed or sung: “Lord, make me 

an instrument of your peace”?  The Rule of the 

Secular Franciscan Order says: “Mindful that 

they are bearers of peace which must be built 

up unceasingly, [Franciscans] should seek out 

ways of unity and harmony through dialogue, 

trusting in the presence of the divine seed in 

everyone and in the transforming power of love 

and pardon.  Messengers of perfect joy in every 

circumstance, they should strive to bring joy 

and hope to others,” (II,19). 

Would you like to learn more?  Please join us on 

Sunday, September 17, the Feast of the 

Stigmata of St. Francis.  The Secular Franciscan 

Order is for lay people – married and single, 

young and old, men and women – and we will 

again be meeting here at St. Leonard’s!   

TUESDAY - October 17th 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade 

of Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic 

Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to St. Leonard’s 

150th and sent to the Parish office at                     

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113; or by 

donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

The Dinner Dance Committee is seeking 

photos from Church or School events  

and/or the North End prior to the 1980’s. 

Please send photos to 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org. 

Next meeting of the 150th 

Committee is Monday, October 2nd 

at 6:30pm in the Church Hall. 

SPECIAL 150TH MARRIAGE 

COMMEMORATIONS 

SUNDAY - September 17 

As part of the 150th celebration, in honor 

of the first marriage that took place at 

St. Leonard’s Church on September 12, 

1873, Father will commemorate those 

who were married in the Parish with a 

special blessing at the Noon Mass on 

Sunday, September 17th.  
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Traveling San Damiano Cross Reflection                  
by Sheri Southern                                                                                                                                                                                              

I’m so happy I saw this special offering in the 
monthly newsletter. When I prayed before it, I felt 
as though Jesus was blessing me with pure joy and 
abundance. The light shining through Jesus on the 

cross was shining 
through me. It looked 
beautiful in my home, 
and I felt the power of 

the cross all throughout 
the week. It’s a 

wonderful gift to pass 
through our community, 

and I hope the next 
recipient feels as joyful 

as I did to have it in their 
home. 
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DINNER DANCE 

The Original North End Dinner Dance, celebrating the 

150th Anniversary, will be held in the Parish Hall on 

Saturday, November 11th at 6pm. There will be a 

buffet dinner, DJ playing songs from the ‘70’s and 

‘80’s and raffles. A special Folk Mass will be 

celebrated at 5pm in St. Leonard’s Church.  

The maximum capacity of the event is 150 people, 

and tickets will be $65 each. To ensure that it is fair 

to everyone, the process for selling the tickets will be: 

• Ticket sales will be IN-PERSON ONLY-- no phone 

calls or e-mails. 

• First come, first served 

• One day only—Wednesday, October 4 (Feast of 

St. Francis) from 12 noon til 6:30pm in the Peace 

Garden. 

• Maximum of five tickets per person 

• Cash or checks accepted only 

Sorry, but there are no exceptions to this process. 

This event will sell out, so if you plan to attend, we 

will see you on October 4th.  

 

PROGRAM (AD) BOOK 

Please consider supporting this special event by 

placing an ad in the program book. Boosters and 

Patrons sponsorships are available too.  

Thank you. 

With Love, To Father Claude  

A book about Father Claude will hopefully be 

published by Christmas. 

1: The book will include pictures and stories by the 
Scrima and Pasto family.  

2: My incredible honor will be to transcribe Father 
Claude’s personal stories and remembrances.  

3: North Enders’ (present and past) personal  

stories and remembrances. 

*I need to collect your stories, etc. to begin work!  

I will  be outside Church to collect your stories. 

personal remembrances and/or thoughts: Sunday 

Mornings starting September 17th. You can write 

them right at the table! 

All proceeds of this tribute to Father Claude will be 

donated to charity. 

Thank you so much,   

Peggy Fucillo  
email: airola1893@aol.com  
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42nd Annual Lawn Party to benefit Seminarians 

Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting its 

Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September 27th, at 6:00 

P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This premiere 

fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence, Seán Cardinal 

O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a cocktail 

reception and dinner with music. Located on Route 30 in 

Weston, the Seminary prepares second career candidates, 

men over the age of 30, for priesthood.  The proceeds from 

the Lawn Party help to keep tuition costs affordable.  For 

ticket information, please call the Pope St. John XXIII 

Development Office at 781-899-5500, or visit their website 

https://www.psjs.edu/lawn-party. You can make a difference 

and encourage the vocations of these men through your 

support of the Lawn Party. 

 WHAT IS HAPPENING AT 

 SAINT JOHN SCHOOL? 

St. John's preschool continues to 
proudly offer an environment that 
nurtures the social and emotional well-being of 
students in order for robust learning to take place 
prior to the start of kindergarten. This is made 
possible thanks to our ongoing partnership with the 
Lynch Early Childhood Project. A project funded by 
Peter S. Lynch, the famed Fidelity Investments 
money manager. 
“Refer a friend! Current SJS families will receive a 
one time $300 referral bonus (applied to the 2023-

2024 tuition) if a friend registers.” 
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ST. LEONARD PARISH SEPTEMBER OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 3,981 

Week 2:  $ 2,338 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,239 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

As Of May 30th. We have raised $9,920 toward our Parish 

goal of $51,454. We thank the 31 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office,       

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank for you contribution! 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

250 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 

September 21, 2023  

 ST. MATTHEW, EVANGELIST 
Prayer  

 

 

Through the intercession of            
St. Matthew, Evangelist, may we 

always put aside worldly 
distractions and follow You, O Lord, 

as quietly as St. Matthew left his 
work and immediately became one 

of Your disciples. By his example 
and prayers help us to follow You 

without counting the cost and 
remain faithful in Your service. 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear 
us. Amen. 


