
“My sheep hear my voice, 

says the Lord; 

I know them,                    

and they follow me” 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

Feast at the House of Simon by Paolo Veronese 

Guardian Angel Painting by Pietro da Cortona 



 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Mon - Thu   10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel: 617-227-3143 

Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM 

https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning 

on Mondays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM &     

Thursdays 9:00 AM - 11:00AM 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 
401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 
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Mon - Fri 8:15 AM Mass 

  11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 PM Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 PM Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7:00PM Mass 

First Fridays 12:30-3:00 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  8:15 AM 

   12:05 PM 

All Masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are 

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 PM and upon request. 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                         
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the 
North End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located 
on the corner of New Sudbury Street and 
Congress Street. Enter on New Sudbury Street 
next to the Haymarket "T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up 
to 2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be 
validated by a North End store, church, 
attraction, restaurant, business or organization. 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

Mass Intentions September 30 - October 06 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. If 

you would like your intention included in 

our prayers, please call the friary prayer 

request line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. We 

are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near 

the Saints will be offered up once a month 

at the Sunday Mass. 

September 30 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Emilio Scapicchio; Richard Giffun  

October 01 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; Nikola Bracic;      

Vincent Del Peschio; James Costa  

10:30 am - Maria DiBenedetto and Riccio Family;             

St. Theresa 

12:00 pm - Maria DeStefano dalla Mamma Antonietta; 

Ciriaco & Vincenza Merluzzo dalla figlia Antonietta  

OCTOBER 02 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Manoel B. Sousa  

12:05 pm - Gregory Ryan  

October 03  - TUESDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

12:05 pm - Nancy Whitten Martignetti  

October 04  - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - David Halpin 

12:05 pm - Maria Petruzzelli 

October 05  - THURSDAY                                          

8:15 am - Jerry & Ann McCormick 

12:05 pm - Mark Kutch 

October 06  - FRIDAY                                                

8:15 am - For all the students at St. John’s School 

12:05 pm - Caesare Angiulo 
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Kenosis- The Greek word for        

self - emptying 

As we approach the great feast of our Founder St. 
Francis, we can easily see how Sundays scriptures are 
enfleshed by his example. One of the most attractive 

parts of Francis’ life which fascinates most people was 
his radical and even romantic embrace of poverty. At 
first glance, this total detachment from material things 
might make us only curious or even intrigued but it is 
not until we later revisit it and meditate on it that we 

can come to appreciate its depth and mystery. In our 
culture consumed by materialism, and enslaved by the 
need to buy the latest ‘things’, Francis’ example of 

utter dependence on God, and the freedom, joy and 
peace that poverty brings is especially 
appealing. Francis once said: “Understand that 

Poverty is a choice way of salvation; the fruit it bears 

is manifold, and rare are they who know it well.”       

For St Francis, poverty was merely a means to an end, 
with the goal that we might imitate Him and thus “be 
rich through his poverty”. In order to understand 
Francis’ embrace of poverty, it is necessary to 

understand Francis’ God first. Francis discovered, and 
followed a God who gives everything; A God who gives 
all.  For Francis, God is the Great Giver, who, as St Paul 

states in today’s second reading to the Philippians, 
“though He was in the form of God, did not deem 
equality with God something to be grasped at.  Rather, 

He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave coming 
in human likeness and found human in appearance, He 
humbled Himself becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross.”  Francis was in fact 
blown away by our God’s overwhelming generosity of 
self, His complete and prodigal self -giving and total 

self-abandonment.  

Francis was set aflame by the experience of the 
unimaginable love of God, revealed first in the 

Incarnation when God emptied Himself and the Word 
become flesh in Bethlehem in the form of a vulnerable, 
naked baby. He then contemplated that same 

brilliance in the ultimate sacrificial gesture of the Last 
Supper and of every Eucharist: Jesus handing over his 
Body and Blood--his complete self--to those he loved. 

In this way we can see that Jesus’ poverty is a 
consequence of the way He loves us.  TOTAL SELF-

GIVING.  

Jesus would later invite Francis to imitate Him in His 

complete self immolation on Mount La Verna where 
Francis received the stigmata and became a living icon 

of the God who holds nothing back out of love for us. 
Francis, in feeling the deepest experience of this 
reality, decided that the only true response to this 

great and total love was to love HIM with 
EVERYTHING, to give up everything for love of the God 

who gave up everything for him.  

Fr. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

 Since Jesus was willing to give up everything - 

(heaven, riches, comfort, his very life) to save us, 
Francis reasoned that he too, would strip himself and 
follow the naked Christ, naked. "Nudum nudus 

sequitur."  

This experience of God's total self-emptying thus 
explains Francis' love for poverty. If the God-man 

could be poor--not clutching anything of his own, not 
even the divine nature, but accepting the poverty and 
nakedness of a crude manger at Bethlehem and the 

cross at Calvary--then Francis too could respond with 

self-giving and hold nothing back in his love of Christ.  

For Franciscans, then, the self-sacrificing love of Jesus, 
as revealed in the cross, is the shining summit of God's 

revelation. The richest revelation of God's word and 
goodness peaks in Jesus, especially in his glorious self-
emptying death and resurrection. "No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one's life for one's 
friends" (John 15:13). This is why the cross has been 
central for Franciscans and, of course, for Christianity 

itself.  



EVENTS 
October Events  

• October 1st: Sunday Baptisms commemorations, 

9:00am Mass  

• October 3rd: Tuesday, Transitus of St. Francis  

7:00pm 

• October 4th: Wednesday, Meet St. Francis 

6:30pm Rosary                                                       

6:45pm Mass                                                            

7:30pm Presentation 

• October 22nd : Sunday, Stations of the Cross 

1:00pm Social                                                 

2:00pm Adoration                                          

3:00pm Stations of the Cross  

WEDNESDAY - October 4th 
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October 4th marks the Feast of Saint Francis of 

Assisi. To mark this solemn celebration of our 

seraphic father, Saint Leonard's Parish will celebrate 

his feast at 06:45 pm on Wednesday, October 4th. 

In anticipation of this great feast day, the parish will 

continue a long standing Franciscan tradition of 

celebrating the Transitus of Saint Francis.  This is a 

commemoration of his death and transition to new 

life. It will consist of a short prayer service that will 

take place the evening before, at 7pm on Tuesday, 

October 3rd. 

We look forward to celebrate this solemn feast with 

you! 

Transitus of St. Francis  

WEDNESDAY - October 4th 

SPECIAL 150TH BAPTISMS 

COMMEMORATION 

SUNDAY - October 1st THIS SUNDAY 

THIS WEDNESDAY 

As part of the 150th celebration, in honor 

of the first baptism that took place on   

October 5, 1873, Father will commemo-

rate those who were baptized in the Par-

ish with a special blessing, and renewal 

of baptismal promises, at the 9am Mass 

on Sunday, October 1st. 

Please join us.  



 6 

FRIDAY - October 6th 

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction. 

ADORATION 

TUESDAY & Wednesday, October 17th & 18th 

 Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, October 22nd at Saint 

Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

We hope to see you then! 

SUNDAY -  October 22nd  

Blessing of the animals 

 

Keeping the   
Franciscan tradition, on 

October 8, 2023       
after the 9:00am Mass 

and the 12:00pm Mass, 
Fr. Michael Della Penna 
will bless the animals in 

the Peace Garden.  

All pets are welcome! 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade 

of Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic 

Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to                     

St. Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at                     

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113;                       

or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

The Dinner Dance Committee is seeking 

photos from Church or School events  

and/or the North End prior to the 1980’s. 

Please send photos to 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org. 

Next meeting of the 150th 

Committee is Monday, October 2nd 

at 6:30pm in the Church Hall. 

This is our Sesquicentennial Prayer;  

we hope you will join us in praying it 

during this year: 

Almighty and merciful God, who made Saint 

Leonard an outstanding herald of the mystery of 

the Cross, grant, by his intercession,                  

that, acknowledging on earth the riches of the 

same cross, we may be worthy to attain the fruit 

of redemption in Heaven.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen  

Let us pray that this 150th celebration be an 

opportunity for us to be transformed by the Cross 

and more intimately united with Christ.  
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The Original North End Dinner Dance, celebrating the 

150th Anniversary, will be held in the Parish Hall on 

Saturday, November 11th at 6pm. There will be a 

buffet dinner, DJ playing songs from the ‘70’s and 

‘80’s, and raffles. A special Folk Mass will be 

celebrated at 5pm in St. Leonard’s Church.  

 

The maximum capacity of the event is 150 people, 

and tickets will be $65 each. To ensure that it is fair 

to everyone, the process for selling the tickets will be: 

• Ticket sales will be IN-PERSON ONLY-- no phone 

calls or e-mails. 

• First come, first served 

• One day only—Wednesday, October 4 (Feast of 

St. Francis) from 12 noon until 6:30pm in the 

Peace Garden. 

• Maximum of five tickets per person 

• Cash or checks accepted only 

Sorry, but there are no exceptions to this process. 

This event will sell out, so if you plan to attend, we 

will see you on October 4th.  

 

PROGRAM (AD) BOOK 

Please consider supporting this special event by 

placing an ad in the program book. Boosters and 

patrons sponsorships are available too.  

Thank you. 

DINNER DANCE 
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Saintly Franciscan Parents 

By Riccardo Gemelli, OFS 

The Martins’ spiritual director had to talk them into 

consummating their marriage after ten months of 

living celibate together as husband and wife. They 

went on to have 9 children. Five daughters would 

make it into adulthood, all of whom became 

religious sisters. 

St. Zelie died of breast cancer when Therese was 

four years old. St. Louis held to a routine prayer life 

and found inspiration and God in nature. It was no 

question that the Little Flower was her father’s 

favorite, as he called her, “Little Queen”. Her love of 

nature and flowers in particular came from her 

father as well as the hidden life of prayer. She 

devoted her short life to prayer until her death at 

the age of twenty-four.  

Is it all in the name? Louis and Zelie named their 

youngest Marie Françoise-Thérèse Martin. Francis is 

in her name. It was later that she would take the 

name Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face. 

It was not unusual that a girl of her time in France 

would look up to Saint Joan of Arc, another saint in 

the Franciscan family. She even wrote and 

performed a play about the French heroine.  

The First meeting of the year for Court Ausonia 

#781 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

will be on Sunday, October 8, 2023 at 1:15 PM in 

St. Joseph's Hall at St. Leonard's Church. All 

women 18 Years old and over are invited to come 

to the meeting. We will be discussing the growth 

and rebuilding of the Court and projects to do for 

the coming year.  

Refreshments will be served. 

Sunday - October 8th 
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We all know and love St Therese of Lisieux, also 

known as “The Little Flower.” She was a young 

Carmelite nun in Northern France. You could say her 

spirituality had noticeable characteristics of 

Franciscanism in its “Little Way.” St. Francis called 

his followers “lesser Brothers“ or as we know them 

today, the Friars Minor. Being little was Francis’ 

way. In 2015, Pope Francis canonized Louis and 

Azelie-Marie or “Zelie” Martin, the parents of St. 

Therese. Saints Louis and Zelie were Secular 

Franciscans. The first canonized married couple.  

Saints Louis and Zelie’s feast day is July 12th. Saint 

Thérèse had her feast day on October 3rd, the day 

Saint Francis died.  It was then appropriately 

moved to October 1st, since sister death took her on 

September 30th 1897. 

The Secular Franciscans will soon resume regular 

meetings at St Leonard’s. If you’d like to be on the 

email list or have any questions, please email: 

stleonardsecularfranciscans@gmail.com 
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With Love, To Father Claude  

A book about Father Claude will hopefully be 

published by Christmas. 

1: The book will include pictures and stories by the 

Scrima and Pasto family.  

2: My incredible honor will be to transcribe Father 

Claude’s personal stories and remembrances.  

3: North Enders’ (present and past) personal  

stories and remembrances. 

*I need to collect your stories, etc. to begin work!  

 

I will  be outside Church to collect your stories. 

personal remembrances and/or thoughts this 

weekend, after all Masses. You can write them right 

at the table!  

All proceeds of this tribute to Father Claude will be 

donated to charity. 

Thank you so much,   

Peggy Fucillo  

email: airola1893@aol.com  

St. Leonard’s RCIA 

St. Leonard’s Church RCIA will begin in person on 

October 22th and conclude on March 10th, and 

culminating during Easter weekend.  

Classes will take place on Sunday mornings after 

12pm Mass.  

If you would like to participate this year, please 

fill out the registration form on our website. 

Online registration for RCIA is now opened. 

St. Leonard’s religious 

education program 

St. Leonard’s Children Catechism 

St. Leonard’s Church Catholic Catechism Instruction 

(Kindergarten through high school) will begin in 

person on October 15th and conclude in May, 

culminating in our First Communion and 

Confirmation celebrations. Classes will take place 

on Sunday mornings at 10:30am.  

If you would like your Child to participate this year 

please fill out the registration form on our website. 

YCP 
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023                                 
(JULY 1, 2022, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2023) 

Thank you…A heartfelt thank you to the entire St. Leonard Parish family for your generosity and commitment 

which continues to enable us to minister to the needs of the parish.  Much of the last fiscal has been centered 

around celebrating St. Leonard’s 150th anniversary, which has been a tremendous effort with tremendous 

results. The 150th anniversary is a special milestone for us to Honor the Past and Build the Future. As a parish  

St. Leonard has been celebrating with monthly events that deepened our parish community…with many more to 

come throughout this year. In addition to building community and celebrating our faith, the 150th celebration 

fundraising continues to be a tremendous success, with over $500K raised thus far. Your generosity enables      

St. Leonard to Build the Future and keep our parish buildings viable - whether repairs to Sacred Heart façade; a 

new HVAC system at St. Leonard or repairing the rectory roof. Again, thank you! 

In addition to the 150th celebration, our parish continues to grow its ministries through the St. Jospeh Artisans, 

Encounter Ministry who minister to the homeless in our community, and the Italian school whose classes 

continue the Italian heritage.  

Also, the St. Leonard book store and gift shop continues to bring in visitors to the church along with revenue to 

keep the church funded. 

Income: Our Parishioners continued their generosity, 

both in weekly collections and in the 150th 

fundraising. Our parish also benefited from the many 

visitors who visited the church and put money in the 

Saint boxes throughout the church.  The bookstore 

continued to thrive as well and add much needed 

funding to our parish. Thank you to all the volunteers 

donating their time and talents to the bookstore! 

Overall, the increased revenue, much of it from the 

generous fundraising, helped St. Leonard be 

financially positive this past fiscal year. 



 13 

ST. LEONARD PARISH SEPTEMBER OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 3,981 

Week 2:  $ 2,338 

Week 3:  $ 3,141 

Week 4:  $ 2,508 

September Monthly Budget:  $ 6,239 

Bequest: For another year, St. Leonard and St. John School benefited from the generous bequest from the 

Vincenza Raspa and her family.  

Expenses: As our revenue increased last year, so did 

expenses. Three areas contributed to the increases the most 

– Fundraising expenses, such as the Gala increased to 

support the fundraising drive; Maintenance continued to 

increase over the years to maintain our buildings; Clergy 

stipends, as St. Leonard expanded the number of masses it 

offers, the number of visiting priests to support those 

masses also increased.   

Non-operating income and expenses: Capital 

improvements started with the down payment for 

the heating and air conditioning system, along with 

the dunnage for the Sacred Heart Façade. The 

$45K bequest from the Raspa family.  Lastly the 

church’s investments continue to grow, yet with the 

economic outlook could bring these down over the 

next year. 
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

250 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

As of May 30th. We have raised $9,920 toward our Parish 

goal of $51,454. We thank the 31 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office,       

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank you for your contribution! 
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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October 04, 2023  

 SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
Peace Prayer  

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.  


