
“Remain in me as I remain in you, 

says the Lord. 

Whoever remains in me              

bears much fruit.  
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Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel:    617-227-3143 

Office Hours:                                            

Monday - Friday 8:00 am -  3:00 pm 

Website:   https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning        

on Mondays 9:00 am - 11:00 am &                     

Thursdays 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 pm 

Sunday  11:00 am 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 am 

2 

Mon - Fri 8:15 am Mass 

  11:30 am Rosary 

  12:05 pm Mass 

Monday 12:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 pm St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 pm Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wednesday of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Mass 

First Fridays 12:30 pm -3:00 pm Adoration 

  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 pm 

Sunday  9:00 am 

   10:30 am (Italian) 

   12:00 pm 

Mon-Fri  8:15 am 

   12:05 pm 

All Masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are               

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 pm and upon request. 

Celebrant Schedule 

• Fr. Michael: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 9:00 am & 
12:00 pm  

• Fr. Alexander: 2nd Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Francis: 4th Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Robert: Saturday Confessions at 4:15 pm & 
Mass at 5:00 pm 

• Fr. Federico: Sunday 10:30 am (Italian) 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                                  
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the North 
End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located on the 
corner of New Sudbury Street and Congress Street. 
Enter on New Sudbury Street next to the Haymarket 
"T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up to 
2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be validated 
by a North End store, church, attraction, restaurant, 
business or organization. 



 3 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 

Mass Intentions November 18  - November 24   

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. 

  If you would like your intention included in our 

prayers, please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. 

We are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near 

the Saints will be offered up once a month 

at the Sunday Mass. 
The Bread and Wine will be offered the week 

of November 19 - November 25 at Saint 

Leonard Church for Frances Puopolo 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

November 19 - November 25 at Saint Leonard 

Church in Memory of Josephine Solimine 

November 18 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Souls in Purgatory; Emilio Scapicchio; Bob 

Agrippino; Deborah-Ann Fennessey  

November 19 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; Hub Horbag; Domenico 

& Alighiera Federico; Joseph and Robert Federico; John 

Federico 

10:30 am - Luigi & Ersilia Torra; Rocco & Filomena Pezzano; 

Pasquale and Maria DiSpena; Anna and Pasquale DeVasto; 

Allysa DeVasto; Rosario Balsamo; Healing prayers for Rico 

12:00 pm - Olivia A. Waishek; Rose Muscarella; Deborah-

Ann Fennessey; Healing of Diane D’Alessandro  

November 20 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Deborah-Ann Fennessey  

12:05 pm - Mark Kutch 

November 21 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Deborah-Ann Fennessey  

12:05 pm - Vicki Destefano  

November 22 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Deborah-Ann Fennessey  

12:05 pm - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

November 23 - THURSDAY - THANKSGIVING 

8:15 am - For all the homeless, sick people, and prisoners 

around the world  

November 24 - FRIDAY                                                

8:15 am - For the healing and renewal of families 

12:05 pm - Deborah-Ann Fennessey  

CASA MARIA 
Mass is celebrated every Saturday at 4:00 pm 

November 18 - Celebrated by Fr. Alexander 

Due to the observance of Thanksgiving, on 

Thursday, November 23, we will only 

celebrate The 8:15am Mass  
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Homily for 33rd Sunday of Ordinary 

Time 

We are coming to the end of Ordinary Time and so 
we get advice in the readings today about how to 
live. The first reading, from the Book of Proverbs, is 
clear that a husband and wife can be great and 
wonderful gifts to one another. But it is not 
automatic! What a gift the worthy wife! What a gift 
the man who entrusts his heart to his wife! We all 
know that it does not always work that way. When 
it does, we can see the Sacrament of Matrimony at 
work in a way that is convincing. 

The second reading, from the First Letter to the 
Thessalonians, is also clear that the end of the 
world, or our personal death as well, will come when 
we are not expecting it. We need to be prepared at 
all times to meet the Lord. We may think that we 
have years left, but God can come at any time, 
either to end the whole world or to take us to His 
Kingdom. This is a message reflected throughout all 
of Scripture: Be ready now! Be alert! Be prepared! 

The Gospel, from Saint Matthew, repeats both of 
these themes as it speaks about how to use the 
talents given to us. We can think of human talents, 
but the Gospel is really about how to use the gifts of 
faith given to us. Whatever we are given in this life, 
we need to use for God’s glory and for others. 
Perhaps at times we want to shrug off responsibility 
and let others take care of things. The Gospel keeps 
telling us: we are ourselves Christ present in the 
world. We are the hands and the love of God. We 
must live our faith or it is no faith. 

If we look at today’s world, we can well believe that 
the end is here. Yet this is so in every age. There is 
never a time when the world is completely obedient 
to the Lord and to the love the Father has for us in 
the Holy Spirit. There is never a time when everyone 
is seeking the face of the Lord. This cannot surprise 
us. 

On the other hand, in every age, God’s love and 
God’s word are present. We are being called to 
respond to that love and that word. Especially those 
of us who have professed faith in Jesus Christ must 
be willing to take up the Cross each day and to 
follow Him, even when it may mean suffering. 

Perhaps we do not do world-shaking actions! That 
should not surprise us. Yet a small act of love to 
another person changes the world. The smallest act 
of faith transforms the whole universe. We don’t 
have to think huge. We are invited to take even the 
smallest steps in the direction of this God who loves 
us. He Himself can transform that littleness. All glory 
to Him forever. 

From Monastery of Christ in the Desert  
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EVENTS 
• November 19th : Sunday, Stations of the Cross 

 1:00pm Social                                                 

 2:00pm Adoration                                          

 3:00pm Stations of the Cross 

• November 28th : Looking to the Future 

 7:00 pm at Saint Leonard’s  

 Third Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, November 19th at Saint 
Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

Note that the Stations of the Cross will be on the 

3rd Sunday during the month of November 

because of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. 

SUNDAY -  November 19th  

FRIDAY - December 1st 

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction. 

ADORATION 

TUESDAY - November 28th 
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SATURDAY -  December 9th  

 

Am I Talking To Someone? 

From My Heart To Yours  

by Father Claude Scrima O.F.M. 

His Story and the Love He Inspires.  

To be Published by Easter  
 

1.The book will include pictures 

and stories by his Scrima and 

Pasto  family.  
 

2. I am in the process of writing    

Father Claude’s early life and life 

as a Franciscan.  
 

3. North Enders’ (present and past), I need to collect your 

personal stories and memories. I need at least 15-20 

MORE stories. 
 

Due to weather I will no longer be outside. Please send 

your loving thoughts and memories of Father Claude to 

me.  

email: airola1893@aol.com by December 15th.  
 

I will also be at functions to ask for your loving memories 

of Father Claude and usually at 10:30AM Mass. HE LOVES 

READING THE STORIES! All proceeds from “Am I Talking 

To Someone?” will be donated to Charity.  
 

Thank you so much,  

Peggy Fucillo email: airola1893@aol.com    

TUESDAY -  December 12th  

EVERY SUNDAY 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade 

of Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic 

Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to                     

St. Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at                     

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113;                       

or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

• St. Leonard’s Feast Day: November 26th. 
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Franciscan Secular Order 

The Secular Franciscans will begin regular monthly 

meetings at St Leonard’s on Tuesday, Nov 21, at 

7pm in the Church Hall.  Please join us! 

We’ll be meeting on the third Tuesdays at 7pm. 

The Order of Secular Franciscans is for lay people, 

men and women, young and old, married and 

unmarried – people who strive to live the Gospel 

after the example of Francis of Assisi, whatever their 

state of life. 

If you have any questions, please email us at 

stleonardsecularfranciscans@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY - November 21th 
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DINNER DANCE A GREAT SUCCESS!! 

The “Original North End” Dinner Dance celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St. Leonard’s Church on 

Saturday, November 11th was a huge success. One hundred and fifty people packed into the Parish 

Hall for a fun and festive evening celebrating faith and friendship and honoring the past. Thanks to 

Carmine Guarino for his vision, leadership, and generosity. Carmine headed a committee of wonderful 

volunteers (Maria and Anthony DiStefano, Laurie 

D’Elia, Darlene D’Elia, Doreen Giammarco, 

Doreen Merola, Ben Molinari, Richard Molinari, 

Chrissy Pagliuca, Olivia Scimeca and Natalina 

Tizzano) who worked hard to create a 

memorable evening. Spinelli’s provided the 

delicious food and donated platters of pastries 

to cap off the meal. Hanover Wines and Spirits 

donated the wine. The DJ, Music Paradise 

Productions, offered his services gratis, and the 

wonderful selection of music kept the dance floor 

busy all night. We are grateful to all those that submitted ads and sponsorships for the Ad book, and 

particularly to Ben and Richard Molinari who designed and produced the Ad Book.  (If you would like a 

copy of the book, they are available in the office or Gift Shop). A special shout out to Christian Guarino 

for producing the wonderful video full of wonderful memories and photos from the North End. Thank 

you to Olivia Scimeca for her great job as the raffle Queen that evening. Thanks to everyone who 

worked so hard to make the evening a friendraising and fundraising success.  
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Saints embedded in our Altar 

Did you know that embedded in the altar at St. Leonard’s Church are relics of five Saints: St. Paul of 

the Cross; St. Gabriel of the Lady of Sorrows; St. Gemma Galgani; St. Maria Goretti and St. Vincent 

Strambe? Here is a little on each one of them: 

 

St. Paul of the Cross was born in northern Italy in 1694 at a time when many regarded Jesus as a great 

moral teacher but no more. After a brief time as a soldier, he developed a devotion to Christ’s passion 

and became a very popular preacher. In 1720, he founded the Congregation of the Passion, known as 

the Passionists—who are devoted to Christ’s passion, preaching to the poor and doing rigorous 

penances. He died in 1775 and was canonized in 1867 and is the Patron Saint of Hungary.  

 

St. Gabriel of our Lady of Sorrows was born in Italy in 1838 to a large family and baptized Francis. He 

joined the Passionists and was exacting in observance of their rules, loved the poor and tried to be 

considerate of others. He developed tuberculosis and died at age 24 in 1862 and was canonized in 

1920.  He is remembered for always tending to small deeds in daily life and considering others’ 

feelings every day. He is the Patron Saint of clergy, young people, and students. 

 

St. Maria Goretti was only 12 when she died fending of a violent attack by a neighbor. She had never 

learned to read or write but made her first communion and loved God with all her heart. She forgave 

her attacker and even appeared to him, while he was in prison, in a dream, giving him white lilies 

causing him to repent and turn his life to God becoming a lay Capuchin. She was born in 1890 and died 

in 1902.  She was canonized in 1950 and is the youngest Saint in the Catholic Church. She is the Patron 

Saint of purity, rape victims and young women.  

 

St. Gemma Galgani was born in 1878 in Italy, and only wanted one thing, to become a Passionist nun. 

However, at age 19, she became very ill with meningitis. She was introduced to St. Gabriel and prayed 

fervently for a cure to her paralyzing illness. He appeared to her in a dream and told her that she 

would be cured and that a special grace was being prepared for her. She was cured and the grace she 

received was the stigmata. Her hands, feet and heart were pierced, and every Friday they would bleed. 

She suffered greatly with this and died in 1903 and was canonized in 1940. She is the Patron Saint 

against temptations, against the death of parents, against tuberculosis, of students and of 

pharmacists. 

 

St. Vincent Strambe was born in 1745 and lived a devout life as a youth thanks to the example of the 

Franciscans. He entered the seminary at 15 where the Dominicans helped foster his interest in 

preaching and spirituality.  He met the great preacher, St. Paul of the Cross and after ordination joined 

the Passionists. He became a great spiritual director and author, and then a Bishop. He was expelled 

as Bishop when he refused to take an oath of alliance to Napoleon in 1808 but returned in 1813 after 

Napoleon’s downfall. He died in 1824 and was canonized in 1950. He is the Patron Saint of the Diocese 

of Macerata-Tolentino in Italy.  
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Travelling Cross 

You can have the opportunity to host the San Damiano 

Cross in your home for a week. Please contact: 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org to sign-up.  

Boston November 12, 2023 
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The Archdiocese of Boston joins the United Nations in recognizing 

November 18 as the World Day for the Prevention of and Healing from 

Child Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, and Violence. 

Child abuse is a far too frequent occurrence in our society. The numbers are staggering, and the 

lifelong impact can be profound. We must do all that is possible to intervene - preventing abuse, 

interrupting and reporting it when it is happening, and helping heal those who have been abused. 

As a diocese, we do this by screening and training our clergy, volunteers, and employees, and by 

training our youth how to recognize and respond to risks and get help when something is wrong. 

We provide targeted pastoral care for those who were abused by clergy or other representatives 

within our church to assist them with healing. We ask everyone to join these efforts through 

prayer, kind and compassionate outreach to those who are impacted by abuse, and full 

participation in our abuse prevention efforts. To learn more about how you can help, please 

contact the Office of Pastoral Support and Child Protection at 617-746-5995 or go to 

www.BostonCatholic.org 

 

From a Survivor 

“Hi. My name is Kathleen, and I am a survivor of sexual abuse by a priest in the Archdiocese of 

Boston. This weekend is important to me. It’s important for me to let you know that survivors and 

their families very much want and need your prayers. We are among you and many of us still hurt 

from the abuse that occurred. However, many of us are also hopeful. I ask you for your prayers 

this weekend, and to please remember those survivors who are not with us - we miss them and 

challenge the Church to regain the trust that was broken. We have made a lot of progress with this 

but our work is not done. We thank you, the clergy and religious in the Church who have 

supported us. It means everything to us.” 

 

Did You Know… What is happening in the Archdiocese to protect children? 

• Training is provided for all adults and youth to identify warning signs and develop strategies for 

maintaining a safe environment for all. 

• A designated Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to receive reports and accompany victims 

through their journey. 

• A volunteer independent Review Board assists the Cardinal in the review of cases and makes 

recommendations for moving forward. 

• A Safe Environment Coordinator assists parish and school personnel with training. 

• There is a department that does background screenings for anyone who may have access to 

children. 

• An audit is conducted by an independent firm to evaluate implementation of the Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People. Findings are incorporated with those of other dioceses 

and made available in an Annual Report. 
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ST. LEONARD PARISH NOVEMBER OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 3,060 

Week 2:  $ 3,242 

November Monthly Budget:  $ 6,927  

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

As of May 30th. We have raised $9,920 toward our Parish 

goal of $51,454. We thank the 31 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office,       

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank you for your contribution! 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

250 

 

 

 

 

 

Nestled in the heart of Boston’s historic North End, 

St. John School, PreK thru Grade 8, educates 

students in an atmosphere that fosters a spirit of 

community, faith and academic excellence. Please 

join us on Welcome Wednesdays between 9-10 a.m. 

to see all St. John’s has to offer or kindly reach out 

to Amy Fitzgerald at  afitzgerald@sjsne.com or call 

617-227-3143 to schedule a tour. 

WEDNESDAYS BETWEEN 9AM -10AM 

SAINT JOHN SCHOOL 

mailto:afitzgerald@sjsne.com
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



 12 

 

November 23, 2023  

Thanksgiving Day 

Lord, we thank you 
for the goodness of our people 

and for the spirit of justice 
that fills this nation. 

We thank you for the beauty and fullness of the 
land and the challenge of the cities. 

We thank you for our work and our rest, 
for one another, and for our homes. 

We thank you, Lord: 
accept our thanksgiving on this day. 

We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Prayer  


