
“Show us Lord, your love; 

and grant us your 

salvation.” 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

First Sunday of advent 

The Visitation - Philippe de Champaigne 



 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel:    617-227-3143 

Office Hours:                                            

Monday - Friday 8:00 am -  3:00 pm 

Website:   https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning        

on Mondays 9:00 am - 11:00 am &                     

Thursdays 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 pm 

Sunday  11:00 am 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 am 
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Mon - Fri 8:15 am Mass 

  11:30 am Rosary 

  12:05 pm Mass 

Monday 12:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 pm St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 pm Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wednesday of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Mass 

First Fridays 12:30 pm -3:00 pm Adoration 

  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 pm 

Sunday  9:00 am 

   10:30 am (Italian) 

   12:00 pm 

Mon-Fri  8:15 am 

   12:05 pm 

All Masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are               

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 pm and upon request. 

Celebrant Schedule 

• Fr. Michael: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 9:00 am & 
12:00 pm  

• Fr. Alexander: 2nd Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Francis: 4th Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Robert: Saturday Confessions at 4:15 pm & 
Mass at 5:00 pm 

• Fr. Federico: Sunday 10:30 am (Italian) 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                                  
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the North 
End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located on the 
corner of New Sudbury Street and Congress Street. 
Enter on New Sudbury Street next to the Haymarket 
"T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up to 
2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be validated 
by a North End store, church, attraction, restaurant, 
business or organization. 



 

• Mariano Taborda 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions December 02  - December 08 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. 

  If you would like your intention included in our 

prayers, please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. 

We are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near 

the Saints will be offered up once a month 

at the Sunday Mass. 

The Bread and Wine will be offered the week 

of December 03 - December 09 at Saint 

Leonard Church for Luigi Torra 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of   

December 03 - December 09 at Saint Leonard 

Church for Angelo Petruzzelli 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

December 03 - December 09 at Saint Leonard 

Church in Memory of Hon. James Michael 

Sweeney 

December 02 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Emilio Scapicchio; Cindy Colafella; Saint 

Barbara; Jack Gannon; Deborah-Ann Fennessey; Eunice 

Richards 

December 03 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; Hub Horbag; Anna 

Marino; Salvatore Tizzano  

10:30 am - Che questo periodo di Avvento e il nuovo anno 

siano pacifici e pieni di benedizioni per tutta l'umanità 

12:00 pm - Angelo & Carmella Mattei; Deceased members 

of the Picardo Family; Joey D’Elia; Michael Madden; 

Deborah-Ann Fennessey; Healing for Diane D’Alessandro; 

Josephine Cardillo; Betty Pantone; Elda Federico; Camila 

Valdes; Benny Fuccillo; Fred Fuccillo  

December 04 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Manoel B. Sousa  

12:05 pm - Luigi Torra & Salvatore Tizzano  

December 05 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Healing prayers for Rosalie Mucci  

12:05 pm - Mariano Taborda 

December 06 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Antonio Guarino 

12:05 pm - Greg Austin Mendis 

December 07 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - Souls of Purgatory 

12:05 pm - Jerry & Ann McCormick 

7:00 pm - Vigil Mass for Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception 

December 08 - FRIDAY - FEAST DAY OF THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION 

8:15 am - For the healing and renewal of families 

12:05 pm - In Honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

7:00 pm - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

CASA MARIA 

Mass is celebrated every Saturday at 4:00 pm 

December 02 - Celebrated by Fr. Alexander 
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Meditation By Father Michael Della Penna 

Last week, in anticipation of the season of Advent beginning next Sunday, Our Holy Father Pope Francis, 
published a new book called “Christmas at the Nativity” in honor of the 800th anniversary of Greccio which 
speaks of the “beauty of our faith” revealed in the cresce scene which St Francis began in 1223.   

It was there in Greccio, Italy, a town about 45 miles south of Assisi, which St Francis considered to be “rich by 
reason of its poverty” that he wished to enact the memory of that babe who was born in Bethlehem: to see as 
much as is possible with his own “bodily eyes” the poverty of our Lord and recreate “the discomfort of his infant 
needs, how he lay in a manger, and how with an ox and an ass standing by, he rested on hay.”   

It grieved St Francis that people had lost their sense of wonder at the awesomeness of the Christmas 
mystery.  Fifteen days before the Holy Feast of Christmas, St Francis therefore, having obtained permission from 
the Pope so as not to be considered an innovator, asked a close friend, a converted knight called John of Greccio 
to prepare a setting that would forever change the way Christendom celebrated the feast.  

            By preparing an actual manger and having hay brought in, as well as having an ox and ass led in, 
allowed people to be “filled with new joy over the new 
mystery” The manger served as the altar for the Mass, 
and Francis, as Deacon, sang the Gospel and 
preached.  St. Bonaventure describes the scene in the 
following way: “The saint stood before the crib and his 
heart overflowed with tender compassion; bathed in 
tears, Francis was overcome with joy” In a word, Francis 
had turned Greccio into a “new Bethlehem”!   

            The Word “Bethlehem:” means “House of Bread” 
and for Francis Christmas is above all else the coming of 
Him Who is the “Bread of Life” and the “living bread 
come down from heaven.” Francis marveled at the 
poverty of the Babe, and he never ceased to be amazed 
a the “humility of God” in the Eucharist.  The key 
therefore to the originality and innovation introduced by 
Francis at Greccio was the close bond between the 
manger and altar.  He is credited with “inventing” the 
Eucharistic manger.  At Greccio, it was not the image of 
the Infant but rather the Eucharistic species themselves 
which were placed over the manger which brought the 
scene alive.  The two great mysteries, the incarnation 
and Eucharist, were shown visibly to be intimately 
connected.  St Francis himself wrote:  

              

“See, daily He humbles himself as when He came from the royal throne into the womb of the Virgin; daily He 
comes to us in humble form; daily he comes down from the bosom of the Father upon the altar in the hands of 
the priest.”                     (1st Admon.)  

               

Pope Francis believes this is the key message; that the mystery of Christmas “loves to hide within what is 
infinitely small”. He writes “The incarnation of Jesus Christ remains the heart of God’s revelation, although it is 
easily forgotten that it’s unfolding is so unobtrusive, to the point of going unnoticed” He concluded by saying 
“Littleness, in fact, is the way to encounter God”.   

            Jesus becomes poor, and it is precisely “the shepherds in the manger, who welcome Gods surprise, and 
live in Wonder at their encounter with him, adoring him; in littleness they recognise the face of God.”  The Pope 
stated, “Humanly, we are all inclined to seek greatness, but it is a gift to know how to really find it: to know how 
to find greatness in that smallness that God so loves “  

The baby, born in a manger “is not a sign of power, self-sufficiency, or pride. No. The eternal God is reduced to a 
helpless, meek, humble, human being. God lowered himself, so that we could walk with him and so that he could 
stand beside us, not above and far from us”       

This is why God became human: to raise up our flesh, to re-create humankind, so that all of us might become 
one in Christ who perfectly became in us everything that He is in Himself.  The very Son of God, the perfect 
likeness of the Father: He it is who comes to His own image and takes our nature for the good of our nature to 
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purify like by like,  He takes on the poverty of my flesh, that I may gain the riches of His divinity.  He who is full 
is made empty.   

How then are we to respond to God’s kenotic love poured out for our sake?  We are invited to imitate Him and 
give ourselves generously to Him and our neighbor.  St Francis writes: “Hold back nothing for yourselves, so that 
He Who gives Himself totally to you may receive you totally” In a burst of joy St Francis wrote:  

  

“Let the whole of humankind tremble, the whole world shake when Christ the Son of the Living God is present on 
the altar. O sublime Humility! O humble sublimity! That the Lord of the universe, God and the Son of God so 
humbles Himself that for our salvation He hides Himself under the little form of Bread!  Look, Brothers, at the 
humility of God and pour out your hearts before Him. Humble yourselves as well that you may be exalted by 
Him”  

  

This Christmas is an opportunity for us to be reminded of the overwhelming, never ending generosity of God 
which compels us to give everything of ourselves and share all the love we have to others.    

Merry Christmas!   
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EVENTS 
• December 7th : Advent Mission - A Thrill of hope 

 6:15pm Penance Service                                                 

 7:00pm Vigil Mass                                    

• December 8th : Advent Mission - A Thrill of hope 

 7:00pm Immaculate Conception Mass 

• December 9th : Concerto di Natale  

 4:00 pm at Sacred Heart Church  

• December 10th : What Sweeter Music  

 4:00 pm at Saint Leonard Church  

• December 12th : Meet St. Lucy  

 7:00 pm at Saint Leonard’s  

• December 17th : Sunday, Stations of the Cross 

 1:00pm Social                                                 

 2:00pm Adoration                                          

 3:00pm Stations of the Cross 

• January 5th : Adoration  

 7:00 pm at Saint Leonard’s  

SATURDAY -  December 9th  

Every First Friday Adoration is Exposed 

from 12:30pm to 3:00pm 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY -  December 7th & 8th 

SUNDAY -  December 10th  
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Note that the Stations of the Cross will be on 

the 3rd Sunday during the month of December as 

the fourth Sunday is Christmas Eve. 

 Third Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, December 17th at Saint 
Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

 

SUNDAY -  December 17th  TUESDAY -  December 12th  

FRIDAY - January 5th  

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with the 

benediction. 

ADORATION 

FRIDAY - December 15 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade 

of Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic 

Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to                     

St. Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at                     

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113;                       

or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 
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Please join us as we plan for next year and beyond 

for our Parish. We would like to gather your 

thoughts on where we go from here.  

Consider the following: 

1. Are there specific things we should continue 

that we have done this year or in the past? 

2. What are some of the pastoral needs of our 

Parish that we should address? 

3. What do we want our Parish to be in the 

future? 

4. What are some specific things that you would 

like to see us undertake in the next 1-3 years? 

 

Please send your suggestions and comments to 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org or fill out the 

questions, detach them and put them in the 

offertory basket or return to the Parish Office. 

Thank you.  

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE…  
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MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND PARTICIPATION.  

In honor of St. Leonard’s Feast Day, we launched a project to collect “Birthday Bags” for 

area soup kitchens and food pantries. We hoped for 50 bags but received well over 100. 

Thank you to everyone who participated. Each bag contained everything needed to host 

a birthday party for a child: birthday plates, cups, napkins, forks and spoons, cake mix, 

cake pans, frosting, candles, fun decorations, noisemakers, streamers, etc.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN DONATING BIRTHDAY BAGS 

The creativity, generosity and love 

that was put into making each of 

these bags was greatly appreciated. 

Most of the bags were donated to the 

East Boston Community Soup 

Kitchen/Food Pantry who were 

overjoyed to receive them. The day we 

dropped off the bags, we saw a line 

around of the block of people waiting 

to receive food from this community 

food pantry. To be sure, the birthday 

bags will be brightening a lot of 

children’s birthdays.  
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Please leave your gifts in the box or bring them 

to the parish office not later than Dec 8th 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Last year over 100 People had a better 

Christmas because of you! 
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ST. LEONARD PARISH NOVEMBER OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 3,060 

Week 2:  $ 3,242 

Week 3:  $ 2,721 

Week 4:  $ 2,795 

November Monthly Budget:  $ 6,927  

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

As of May 30th. We have raised $9,920 toward our Parish 

goal of $51,454. We thank the 31 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office,       

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank you for your contribution! 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Nestled in the heart of Boston’s historic North End, 

St. John School, PreK thru Grade 8, educates 

students in an atmosphere that fosters a spirit of 

community, faith and academic excellence. Please 

join us on Welcome Wednesdays between 9-10 a.m. 

to see all St. John’s has to offer or kindly reach out 

to Amy Fitzgerald at  afitzgerald@sjsne.com or call 

617-227-3143 to schedule a tour. 

WEDNESDAYS BETWEEN 9AM -10AM 

SAINT JOHN SCHOOL 

mailto:afitzgerald@sjsne.com
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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December 08, 2023  

O most Holy Virgin, immaculate in body 
and spirit, look kindly on me as I implore 

your powerful intercession. 
 

O most Holy Mother, receive my prayers 
as I present them to God. 

(state your intentions here) 
 

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, 
you intercede for us with your Son. 

O Mary conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee.  

Amen. 

Prayer to Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception 


