
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths: 

All flesh shall see the salvation 

of God.  

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

The Preaching of Saint John the Baptist by Baciccio  

Walking to Bethlehem - Fritz von Uhde 



 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere 

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Tel:    617-227-3143 

Office Hours:                                            

Monday - Friday 8:00 am -  3:00 pm 

Website:   https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning        

on Mondays 9:00 am - 11:00 am &                     

Thursdays 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 pm 

Sunday  11:00 am 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 am 
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Mon - Fri 8:15 am Mass 

  11:30 am Rosary 

  12:05 pm Mass 

Monday 12:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 pm St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 pm Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wednesday of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Mass 

First Fridays 12:30 pm -3:00 pm Adoration 

  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  5:00 pm 

Sunday  9:00 am 

   10:30 am (Italian) 

   12:00 pm 

Mon-Fri  8:15 am 

   12:05 pm 

All Masses are transmitted 

on our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are               

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 pm and upon request. 

Celebrant Schedule 

• Fr. Michael: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 9:00 am & 
12:00 pm  

• Fr. Alexander: 2nd Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Francis: 4th Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Robert: Saturday Confessions at 4:15 pm & 
Mass at 5:00 pm 

• Fr. Federico: Sunday 10:30 am (Italian) 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                                  
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the North 
End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located on the 
corner of New Sudbury Street and Congress Street. 
Enter on New Sudbury Street next to the Haymarket 
"T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up to 
2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be validated 
by a North End store, church, attraction, restaurant, 
business or organization. 



 

• Mariano Taborda 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions December 09  - December 15 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. 

  If you would like your intention included in our 

prayers, please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. 

We are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions and holy cards found near 

the Saints will be offered up once a month 

at the Sunday Mass. The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of   

December 10 - December 16 at Saint Leonard 

Church for Michele Tirella 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

December 10 - December 16 at Saint Leonard 

Church in Memory of Auntie Dee Russo 

December 09 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Emilio Scapicchio  

December 10 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family; Branko Sunjic; Dolores 

Merola; Hub Horbag; Anna Marino; Olga Elliott 

10:30 am - Healing of Rico  

12:00 pm - Filomena & Alfredo Frasca; Michele Tirela; 

Marcia Schreiver; Anna Ventresca; Rita Casoni; Michael 

Terilla; Dennis Pizzarella 

December 11 - MONDAY 

8:15 am - Marleny Aponte 

12:05 pm - Lucia Bellia  

December 12 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Joyce Termini 

12:05 pm - Joseph Taglieri  

December 13 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Mariano Taborda 

12:05 pm - Lucia Giudice 

December 14 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - For the homeless people around the world 

12:05 pm - Greg Austin Mendis 

December 15 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - For the healing and renewal of families 

12:05 pm - Elena Cardillo  

CASA MARIA 

Mass is celebrated every Saturday at 4:00 pm 

December 09 - Celebrated by Fr. Alexander 
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Meditation on the Second Sunday of Advent 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Advent pulls our hearts to the Lord!  Advent is a 
time to begin anew.  Advent is a time to be still and 
listen again to the Word of the Lord.  All of this is to 
say that we must prepare the way of the Lord in our 
lives and in our hearts. 

The first reading today is from the Prophet 
Isaiah.  We have to understand this word as 
originally aimed at the Jewish people who had been 
taken out of their own land and were living in a 
foreign land without must capacity to celebrate 
their own faith.  These people longed to return to 
their own land and to rebuild the temple of the 
Lord.  As in any community, we can be sure that not 
everyone wanted to return because they knew that 
returning would be even worse hardship than 
staying where they were. 

This is a parallel to our own lives today.  We are in 
exile from the Lord because of our sins and the sins 
of our ancestors.  Not everyone today wants to turn 
to the Lord because the Lord makes demands on 
our lives.  The words of the Prophet Isaiah can be 
addressed to us if we long to live according to the 
Word of the Lord and recognize that we cannot do 
that without the grace and mercy of God in our 
lives. 

If we have tried to be faithful and find ourselves 
failing over and over, then surely the words of 
Isaiah speak to us!  Comfort, give comfort to my 
people!  Every valley shall be filled in, every 
mountain and hill shall be made low; the rugged 
land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a 
broad valley.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed. 

When we are using our energies to seek the Lord, 
these words of Isaiah can bring tears to our eyes 
and open our hearts so much more to the presence 
of the Living God, who is seeking us. 

The Second Letter of Saint Peter, from which is 
taken the second reading today, repeats this lesson 
to us:  “The Lord does not delay his promise, as 
some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, not 
wishing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.”  It is God Himself who wants 
to give us comfort but can only do so insofar as our 
hearts are open and waiting for Him.  It is God who 
invites us to be patient and who reminds 
us:  “Beloved, since you await these things, be 
eager to be found without spot or blemish before 
him, at peace.” 

Advent is a time to stir up our desire for God, to stir 
up our hope in the Lord, to deepen our awareness of 
His love for us. 

The Gospel of Mark today gives us the account of 
John the Baptist, a man seeking the Lord with all his 
strength.  Mark recognizes that John the Baptist is 
the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy that 
speaks of the one who will go before the Lord to 
prepare His way.  John himself speaks this way in 

the today’s passage.  And John is so completely 
humbled by his task that he sees himself even 
unworthy to untie the thongs of the sandals of the 
Lord who comes. 

Everything in and about John the Baptist points to 
the One Who Is To Come, the Savior, the Messiah. 

May our lives become so focused on God and His 
ways in our lives that we become like John the 
Baptist:  our lives only giving witness to the love 
and mercy of God and drawing others to that love 
and mercy. 

Your brother in the Lord, 

Abbot Philip 
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EVENTS 
• December 9th : Concerto di Natale  

 4:00pm at Sacred Heart Church  

• December 10th : What Sweeter Music  

 4:00pm at Saint Leonard Church  

• December 12th : Meet St. Lucy  

 7:00pm at Saint Leonard’s  

• December 15th : Christmas in the North End  

 7:00pm Adoration at Saint Leonard’s 

 8:00pm Concert at Saint Leonard’s 

• December 16th : Afternoon of Reconciliation 

 1:00pm Guided Meditation 

 1:30-2:30pm Confessions (Fr. Michael) 

            Praise & Worship (NER Praise)         

• December 17th : Sunday  

 Blessing of the Bambinelli at Saint Leonard’s 

 During Noon Mass 

 Stations of the Cross    

 1:00pm Social                                                 

 2:00pm Adoration 

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

 Christmas Joy Party 

 4:00pm Adoration & Praise 

 5:00pm Party at Dodici 

 Encounter Boston Advent Retreat 

 8:45am to 5:00pm at Northeastern CC 

•     January 5th : Adoration  

 7:00 pm at Saint Leonard’s  

SATURDAY -  December 9th  

Every First Friday Adoration is Exposed 

from 12:30pm to 3:00pm 

SUNDAY -  December 10th  

SATURDAY -  December 9th  
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TUESDAY -  December 12th  

FRIDAY - December 15 

SUNDAY -  December 17th  

SATURDAY -  December 16th  
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Note that the Stations of the Cross will be on 

the 3rd Sunday during the month of December as 

the fourth Sunday is Christmas Eve. 

 Third Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, December 17th at Saint 
Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

 

SUNDAY -  December 17th  

STARTING ON WEDNESDAY -  January 17th  SUNDAY -  December 17th  

March 3rd to 9th  

From March 3rd-9th we will lead a mission trip to 
Christ in the City’s missionary house in Denver, CO. 
Again, young adults are welcome! “Mission 
troopers” (i.e., volunteeers) will experience street 
ministry, the joy of community life, and workshops 
from the missionaries and formators at CIC. This is 
our most popular and beloved event each year! 
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SUNDAY -  December 17th  
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to 

our 150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade 

of Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the 

Rectory. Please consider donating to our Angelic 

Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

 

Donations can be made with a check to                     

St. Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at                     

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113;                       

or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 
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Please join us as we plan for next year and beyond 

for our Parish. We would like to gather your 

thoughts on where we go from here.  

Consider the following: 

1. Are there specific things we should continue 

that we have done this year or in the past? 

2. What are some of the pastoral needs of our 

Parish that we should address? 

3. What do we want our Parish to be in the 

future? 

4. What are some specific things that you would 

like to see us undertake in the next 1-3 years? 

 

Please send your suggestions and comments to 

celebrating150years@sleonard.org or fill out the 

questions, detach them and put them in the 

offertory basket or return to the Parish Office. 

Thank you.  

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE…  
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ST. LEONARD PARISH DECEMBER OFFERTORY  

Week 1:  $ 2,919 

December Monthly Budget:  $ 9,636 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

As of May 30th. We have raised $9,920 toward our Parish 

goal of $51,454. We thank the 31 families who have 

contributed thus far. 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a generous 

gift to this year's appeal. For the parish to get full credit 

from your generosity, please turn in a completed pledge 

with your Catholic Appeal Donation. 

Please take a pledge from the pew, fill it out and return it 

in the collection box or mail it to the Parish Office,       

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113. 

Thank you for your contribution! 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 
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Nestled in the heart of Boston’s historic North End, 

St. John School, PreK thru Grade 8, educates 

students in an atmosphere that fosters a spirit of 

community, faith and academic excellence. Please 

join us on Welcome Wednesdays between 9-10 a.m. 

to see all St. John’s has to offer or kindly reach out 

to Amy Fitzgerald at  afitzgerald@sjsne.com or call 

617-227-3143 to schedule a tour. 

WEDNESDAYS BETWEEN 9AM -10AM 

SAINT JOHN SCHOOL 

mailto:afitzgerald@sjsne.com
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Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 
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December 12, 2023  

O our Lady of Guadalupe,  

mystical rose,  

make intercession for Holy Church,  

protect the Sovereign Pontiff,  

help all those who invoke thee in their necessities,  

and since thou art the ever Virgin Mary  

and Mother of the true God,  

obtain for us from thy most holy Son  

the grace of keeping our faith,  

sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life,  

burning charity and the precious gift of final 
perseverance.  

Amen  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Prayer  


