
“One does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes forth from 

the mouth of God.“ 

 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

Man of Sorrows by William Dyce  



 

 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere   

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

  Rev. William Schmidt  

  Rev. Angelo Nisengwe 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Telephone:  617-227-3143 

Office Hours:                                            

Monday - Friday 8:00 am -  3:00 pm 

Website:   https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Monday - Thursday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Friday - Saturday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 1:30 pm & 

   2:30 pm - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning        

on Mondays 9:00 am - 11:00 am &                     

Thursdays 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:00 pm 

Sunday  11:00 am 

 

We will NOT celebrate Thursday or Friday  
7:30am Masses here during the months of January  
and February. These Masses are now on hold until  

Thursday, February 29th. 
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Monday - Friday    

  8:15 am Mass 

  11:30 am Rosary 

  12:05 pm Mass 

Monday 12:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 pm St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 pm Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wednesday of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Mass 

First Fridays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm Adoration 

  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

All Masses are transmitted on 

our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are               

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

 

Celebrant Schedule *subject to change 

• Fr. Michael: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 9:00 am & 
12:00 pm  

• Fr. Alexander: 2nd Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Francis: 4th Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Robert: Saturday Confessions at 4:15 pm & 
Mass at 5:00 pm 

• Fr. Federico: Sunday 10:30 am (Italian) 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                                  
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the North 
End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located on the 
corner of New Sudbury Street and Congress Street. 
Enter on New Sudbury Street next to the Haymarket 
"T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up to 
2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be validated 
by a North End store, church, attraction, restaurant, 
business or organization. 

Saturday   5:00 pm 

Sunday    9:00 am 

    10:30 am (Italian) 

    12:00 pm 

Monday - Friday  8:15 am 

    12:05 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 pm and upon request. 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions February 17 - February 23 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. 

  If you would like your intention included in our 

prayers, please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. 

We are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions, holy cards, and spirituals 

found near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday Mass. 

February 17 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - Dom Agrippino; Kathleen Contrado  

February 18 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale Family 

and Varano Family; Piazza Family 

10:30 am - Maria & Michele Torra  

12:00 pm - The intentions of the donors to the 150th 

Building the Future Fund and all those involved with the 

Anniversary; Josephine and Louise Trodella; Angelo Polcari; 

Ricky Anzilotti; Enrico A. Ricci; Rudy Federico 

February 19 - MONDAY  

8:15 am - Ellen Adams 

12:05 pm - Healing of Miriam Vincent 

February 20 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Souls of Purgatory 

12:05 pm - Nancy Whitten Martignetti 

February 21 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Healing of Charlie Falla 

12:05 pm - Annette Mastrullo  

February 22 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - Marleny Aponte 

12:05 pm - David Posada 

February 23 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - George Farro Jr. 

12:05 pm - Julia Capodilupo 

CASA MARIA 

Mass is celebrated every Saturday at 4:00 pm 

February 17 - Celebrated by Fr. Alexander 

In observance of President Day,                  
the parish office will be closed,  

Monday, February 19, 2024. 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of 

February 18 - February 24 at Saint Leonard 

Church for Vincent Sclafani 

The St. Leonard Candle will burn the week of 

February 18 - February 24 at Saint Leonard 

Church in honor of 150th Committee 



 

Last Wednesday we began the season of Lent, a favorable or 

opportune time, inspired by Scriptural references that speak of 

returning to God as something completely desirable and 

positive. Lent is the time to review our lives, reflect upon our 

thoughts, words and deeds, and concentrate our efforts more 

fully on the things of God. Lent is a reminder of what life is all 

about: not health, wealth and beauty, but liberation from 

slavery to sin, which means passing through trials to arrive on 

“terra firma,” the heavenly Jerusalem, where we hope to enjoy 

God’s company forever. 

I like to call this first Sunday of Lent “Christ in the Desert 

Sunday,” as the name of our Monastery is “Christ in the 

Desert.” Every year on this first Sunday of Lent we hear a 

Gospel account of Jesus’ forty-day desert experience, when 

Christ was tempted by the devil, but ultimately is victorious 

over the forces of evil that assailed him. This year we hear the 

account by the evangelist Saint Mark describing Christ’s forty 

days in the desert of Judea. If you’ve been there, you know it’s 

very barren, more so than our alpine desert in New Mexico. 

It’s very hot there too, even outside of summer, and can be 

very cold at night year round. 

Christ must have felt those hardships in his intentional desert 

retreat, but was not to be swayed by them or by the devil’s 

desire to see Christ follow a path other than God’s. As the 

redeemer of the human race, Christ in the desert was not 

defeated, but strengthened to go forth with his mission to 

open the path of redemption for all peoples of every time and 

place. 

Forty is a significant number throughout the Sacred Scriptures 

of our tradition. For example, the flood in Noah’s time lasted 

forty days. For forty years the Hebrews wandered in the desert 

before entering the Promised Land. Jonah the prophet 

preached for forty days to the Ninevites. At different times 

both Moses and Elijah spent forty days fasting and praying on 

the mountain. 

In a great tradition, Jesus also fasted and prayed in the desert 

for forty days. Our Church to this day maintains the timeline of 

forty days of reflection, fasting, prayer and almsgiving, in 

preparation to celebrating the culmination of Lent, Holy Week 

at the end of the forty days, and then powerfully recounting 

and reliving the events of our redemption in Jesus Christ, 

called the Sacred Triduum, leading up to Easter Sunday. 

First Sunday of Lent, Year B 

In the desert experience he endured, Jesus teaches us that 

trials are not to defeat us, but to strengthen us. We all face 

trials, but what we do with them makes all the difference; we 

can become bitter or transfigured by our trials. As the desert 

and the number forty are important themes in our Catholic 

experience, those who intentionally live in deserted places, 

dedicating themselves to the Lord are privileged to be able 

to walk the Lenten path with the support of brothers and 

sisters. No matter where we live, the Church strengthens us 

in our efforts to grow in inner freedom, love, peace and 

holiness, dying to sin in order to belong more completely to 

God and partake of risen life in Jesus Christ. 

To enter the desert is to recognize our fragility and fears. 

Only with the Holy Spirit can we be comforted and sustained 

in our efforts. As the Holy Spirit protected Christ in the 

desert, so we too count on the same kind of help. At the 

moment of his baptism, just prior to his sojourn in the desert, 

the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove to accompany 

Christ in his work as Messiah. 

In moments of our desert journey we too are assured of the 

presence of the same Holy Spirit and of final victory over 

death. This is promised us by the baptism we have received. 

Only our own choice of rejection of God’s help, by our free 

will, can forfeit the promise made to us by God. 

Whatever crisis we endure can be a source of victory. From 

the ashes, new life buds forth. We hold this to be true by our 

baptismal covenant with the living God. Saint Peter speaks 

of this in the second reading today when he states 

emphatically, “You are now saved by a baptismal bath.” 

The word of God we hear at every Eucharist needs to be for 

us a continual reminder of God’s loving initiative toward us 

as his people and as individuals. May this help us to know 

more and more the immense love of God for us and our call 

to return that love by a life of simple regard for God and 

neighbor. 

May this Lenten journey 2021, which we have just begun, be 

a time of grace and growth. May Christ, teacher in the 

desert, be our guide throughout these days. 
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By Abbot Christian Leisy, OSB 
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EVENTS 

February Events  

• February 25th: Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

 1:00pm Social                                                 

 2:00pm Adoration                                          

 3:00pm Stations of the Cross 

•   February 26th: “Babette’s Feast” Movie 

 6:30 pm at Saint Leonard’s Parish Hall 

•   February 28th: “Follow Me” Bible Study 

 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart 

Every Sunday 

• The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every 

Friday at 6:30pm. 

• Every First Friday Adoration is exposed from 

12:30pm to 3:00pm. 

• The Sacrament of Confession will be available 

during Lent every Wednesday at 6:30 pm & 

every Sunday from 4:00pm to 5:30 pm. 

• Every Sunday at 4:00pm, Adoration with music 

by NER Praise happens at St Leonard’s. 

• Every Sunday at 5:30pm (after Adoration), 

young adult dinner takes place at Dodici (12 

North Square). 

FRIDAY - February 23th 

MONDAY - February 26th 



FRIDAY - March 1st 

Adoration will be held during first Fridays 

from 12:30pm until 3:00pm ending with 

the benediction. 

ADORATION 
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Every Sunday 

 Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, February 25th at Saint 
Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

SUNDAY -  February 25th 

WEDNESDAY - February 28th 
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TUESDAY - March 19th 

March 3rd to 9th  

From March 3rd-9th we will lead a mission trip to 
Christ in the City’s missionary house in Denver, CO. 
Again, young adults are welcome! “Mission 
troopers” (i.e., volunteers) will experience street 
ministry, the joy of community life, and workshops 
from the missionaries and formators at CIC. This is 
our most popular and beloved event each year! 

March 8th  
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

150th Building the Future Fund 

Thank you to all the Angels that have contributed to our 

150th Building the Future Fund thus far.  

We still need to raise $100,000 to repair the facade of 

Sacred Heart, and $100,000 to fix the Roof at the Rectory. 

Please consider donating to our Angelic Choir: 

• $150 Sesquicentennial Club 

• $500 Angels 

• $1,500 Archangels 

• $5,000 Principalities 

• $15,000 Powers 

• $30,000 Virtues 

• $50,000 Dominions 

• $75,000 Thrones 

• $100,000  Cherubim 

• $150,000+ Seraphim 

Donations can be made with a check to  

St. Leonard’s 150th and sent to the Parish office at  

320 Hanover Street, Boston MA 02113;  

or by donating online at 

www.saintleonardchurchboston.org.  

Thank you so much! 

 

Please join us to discuss the 
Looking to the Future Survey 
results and to help plan the 

Parish’s next steps 

 

Tuesday, March 12th 

6:30pm 

Parish Hall  
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The season of repentance is upon us, and once again we celebrate the Lord’s merciful invitation to turn it around and bring his 

love, peace, and justice into this suffering world.  “As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

that they turn from their ways and live,” (Ezekiel 33:11).  “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). 

PRAISE GOD FOR SECOND CHANCES, AND THIRD . . . AND . . .  

The Secular Franciscans – an order of laypeople founded by St Francis of Assisi, 

an order for men and women, young and old, married and unmarried, an order 

for everyone – were originally called the “Brothers and Sisters of Penance.”  

Our name may have changed, but penance and conversion remain at the heart 

of who we are and what we do. 

Our Rule calls us to daily conversion, to “conform [our] thoughts and deeds to 

those of Christ,” (Article 7).  The Rule also counsels us: “As the Father sees in 

every person the features of his Son, . . . so the Secular Franciscans with a 

gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image 

of Christ,” (Article 13).  Can you imagine a penance that would please the Lord 

more than asking forgiveness of someone you may have hurt, forgiving 

someone you have been holding a grudge against, or just loving someone – 

anyone – a little more? 

The next meeting of the Secular Franciscans will be on Tuesday, February 20, at 7pm in the Church Hall.  We will be discussing 

Chapter 2 of Richard Rohr’s “Eager To Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi.”  Copies are available in the church bookstore, 

on Amazon, and from many other vendors.  Please join us for fellowship and discussion, whether or not you have read the chapter, 

and whether or not you’re interested in joining the Order.  Franciscan spirituality has something positive for everyone!  If you have 

any questions, please contact: stleonardsecularfranciscans@gmail.com. 

The Secular Franciscans at St. Leonard’s wish you a blessed Lent! 



Our online Gift and Book Store 

is now open 

Access the store with 

the following QR code 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
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ST. LEONARD PARISH MONTHLY BUDGET           

 

February Offertory Results: 

Week 1:  $ 7,588 

Week 2:  $ 2,340 

February Budget :  $ 9,830 

 

In the month of January we were short $8,557. 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

 If you would prefer you can donate online with the 
following QR code: 

Thank you for your support! 

This year we have on the cover of our missal the 

prayer of St. Michael the Archangel and a special 

note to our guest of St. Leonard of Port Maurice. 

Boston MA—Medford MA 



Boston’s Premier Medical Aesthetics 

423 West Broadway Suite 406, South Boston, MA 02127  

857-496-0423  -  info@bostonbeautox.com  

www.bostonbeautox.com 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

617-523-5959 

617.523.8743 
800.400.5916 

www.Salumerialtaliana.com 
Online shopping and mail order available 

151 Richmond Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
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First Week of Lent 

February 18—24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“By the sweat of your brow you shall 
eat bread, Until you return to the 

ground, from which you were taken; For 
you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.”  
Genesis 3:19  


