
“Lord, you are truly the Savior 

of the world; 

give me living water, that I may 

never thirst again.” 

 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113   P: 617-523-2110  

Bronze relief from the gate of Basilica Collegiata di San Sebastiano  

Jesus Talking with the Samaritan Woman at the Well 



 

 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Student Priest in Residence: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Guest Priest:  Rev. Alexander O’Kere   

  Rev. Robert Caprio, OFM 

  Rev. Francis Walter, OFM 

  Rev. William Schmidt  

  Rev. Angelo Nisengwe 

St. Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saint John School 

Telephone:  617-227-3143 

Office Hours:                                            

Monday - Friday 8:00 am -  3:00 pm 

Website:   https://sjsne.com/ 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Monday - Thursday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Friday - Saturday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 1:30 pm & 

   2:30 pm - 6:00 pm 

St. Leonard Church will be closed for cleaning        

on Mondays 9:00 am - 11:00 am &                     

Thursdays 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109 

P: 617-742-4715  

 

Mass Schedule 
Thursday-Friday   7:30 AM 
Saturday    4:00 pm 

Sunday    11:00 am 
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Monday - Friday    

  8:15 am Mass 

  11:30 am Rosary 

  12:05 pm Mass 

Monday 12:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 pm St. Anthony Novena 

Wednesday 12:30 pm Litany of St. Joseph 

  1st Wednesday of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 pm Rosary, 7:00 pm Mass 

First Fridays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm Adoration 

  3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

SAINT LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE PARISH 

All Masses are transmitted on 

our Facebook page  

“St Leonard's Parish,  

North End, Boston” 

Headphones for the hearing impaired are               

available upon request.  

Gluten-free host are also available upon request. 

 

Celebrant Schedule *subject to change 

• Fr. Michael: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 9:00 am & 
12:00 pm  

• Fr. Alexander: 2nd Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Francis: 4th Sunday, 9:00 am & 12:00 pm  

• Fr. Robert: Saturday Confessions at 4:15 pm & 
Mass at 5:00 pm 

• Fr. Federico: Sunday 10:30 am (Italian) 

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage Parking 

136 Blackstone Street, Boston                                  
(Enter on New Sudbury Street)  

There is validated* parking for visitors to the North 
End at the Parcel 7 parking garage, located on the 
corner of New Sudbury Street and Congress Street. 
Enter on New Sudbury Street next to the Haymarket 
"T" entrance.  

Validated parking tickets are good for $1 for up to 
2 hours of parking, and $3 for up to 3 hours of 
parking. If you park for longer than 3 hours, the 
validation is void and regular rates apply. 

* For the discount, parking ticket must be validated 
by a North End store, church, attraction, restaurant, 
business or organization. 

Saturday   5:00 pm 

Sunday    9:00 am 

    10:30 am (Italian) 

    12:00 pm 

Monday - Friday  8:15 am 

    12:05 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturdays 4:15 - 4:45 pm and upon request. 

SCHEDULE OF DEVOTIONS 
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SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
Mass Intentions March 02 - March 08 

Are you in need of Prayers? 

Each day the friars of St. Christopher Friary 

pray for the intentions entrusted to them. 

  If you would like your intention included in our 

prayers, please call the friary prayer request 

line: 617-742-4190 ext. 100. 

We are happy to keep you in our prayers. 

All intentions, holy cards, and spirituals 

found near the Saints will be offered up 

once a month at the Sunday Mass. 

March 02 - SATURDAY 

5:00 pm - In Honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

March 03 - SUNDAY 

9:00 am - Deceased members of the DePasquale 

Family and Varano Family; Piazza Family;              

Patrick & Vita Saraceno;                                   

Giovanna & Alberico DiCenso; Arthur Gambale  

10:30 am - In memoria del terzo anniversario di 

Franco Volpe  

12:00 pm - Deceased Members of the Picardo Family; 

Castaldo Family; Frank & Amalia Iconelli;              

Dino DeFamio  

March 04 - MONDAY  

8:15 am - Manoel B. Sousa  

12:05 pm - David Posada 

March 05 - TUESDAY  

8:15 am - Jerry & Ann McCormick 

12:05 pm - Antonio Guarino 

March 06 - WEDNESDAY 

8:15 am - Ellen Adams 

12:05 pm - For the homeless people around the world 

March 07 - THURSDAY 

8:15 am - Clyde Gingerich 

12:05 pm - Souls of Purgatory 

March 08 - FRIDAY 

8:15 am - For the healing and renewal of families 

12:05 pm - David Posada 

CASA MARIA 

Mass is celebrated every Saturday at 4:00 pm 

March 02 - Celebrated by Fr. Alexander 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week of   

March 03 - March 09 at Saint Leonard Church 

for Aurora, Philip, and Phyllis Rugnetta 



 

What is it I most thirst for? What is my greatest hunger, for 

what do I most long for?   

I think this is the question the word challenges us to ask 

ourselves this week. 

On Monday, February 26th, our parish family gathered, each 

with a dish of food and watched the movie Babette’s feast, the 

most Eucharistic movie I have ever seen.  This movie serves as a 

perfect appetizer to feasting on the story of Jesus and the 

woman at the well, because it depicts how we all have deeper 

thirsts and hungers than those desires of our bodies.   

The movie opens with Lorens, a young man, who like us all, is 

searching to satisfy his deepest longing for happiness and 

fulfilment.  After a failed love encounter, he convinces himself 

he will find fulfilment by dedicating himself to the military and 

making a great name for himself, stating: “I will think of 

nothing but my career and someday I will cut a brilliant figure 

in the great, wide world.” It is only in the twilight of his life, 

however, after having achieved great success and honor, that 

he discovers the shallowness and vanity of all that he chased 

after and so experiences a deep regret and dissatisfaction of 

his life choice. Looking at himself in a mirror, he says “Vanity. 

Vanity. All is vanity.” He asks his wife “Can the sum of a row of 

victories over many years be defeat?” He tragically realizes his 

pursuit of worldly honor and fame has not quenched his deepest 

desire nor satisfied the deepest longing of his heart.  

 "I Can't Get No Satisfaction"  

A Woman at the Well and Babette’s Feast 
Similarly in the Gospel this week, we encounter a thirsty 

woman at the well who is clearly thirsty for something more 

than water. She has had six lovers, who have all failed to 

satisfy her.  Jesus, the living water, however, meets her dry 

soul at a well that cannot satisfy the deepest thirst she has. 

This is because both Lorens, the woman at the well and each 

of us have a thirst and hunger of the soul which God’s love 

alone can satisfy and which give us true lasting happiness 

and fulfilment. 

Enter Babette.  She is a French woman who decides to spend 

all of the money she won at a lottery on cooking a huge 

French Feast.  She hopes this banquet will bring happiness to 

the sisters who employ her and help to reconcile their 

fractured prayer community. The banquet is absolutely 

exquisite and during the dinner, General Loren is so 

impressed that he states he has only tasted something 

similar in France.  He shares a story about how in France he 

heard of a woman, (who we later realize is Babette) who 

was a head chef, and “had the ability to transform a dinner 

into a kind of love affair, a love affair that made no 

distinction between bodily appetite and spiritual appetite.”  

This deftly describes the central metaphor of the whole 

movie and speaks of satisfying the deep spiritual thirst and 

hunger we all have for love.   

This reflects the truth the catechism begins with which states 

that our hearts were made with a deep hunger for God, a 

hunger that God alone can satisfy.  Everybody therefore has 

a hungry heart which longs for the infinite.  Jesus, born in a 

feeding trough, desires to satisfy this hunger in the Eucharist. 

Babette serves as a Christ figure who not only unselfishly 

gives up everything she has, but in giving of her very self, she 

nourishes her friends.  The feast she provides therefore is a 

symbol of the self-sacrificial love Christ offers us in the 

Eucharist. The Eucharist then is the sacrament of satisfaction 

which gives us a foretaste of heaven, the true hope of 

nourishing our deepest hungering ache. 

Through the Eucharist, Jesus not only fulfills and reconciles 

us, but also unites us together. We are made to be in 

communion with God as Augustine famously wrote: “our 

hearts are restless until they rest in God.” St John Paul II puts 

it this way: 

“God has placed in human hearts a ‘hunger’ for his word, a 

hunger which will be satisfied only by full union with him. 

Eucharistic communion was given so that we might be 

‘sated’ with God here on earth, in expectation of our 

complete fulfillment in heaven.” 

More specifically, both the movie, and the story in the gospel 

show that our heart aches for the infinite.  Nothing finite can 

satisfy us.  Fillipa, one of the sisters that had hired Babette 

reflects on God and his infinite love saying:  

“Oh God, ….Be our infinite light in the valley of night, the 

sand in our hourglass will soon run out, the day is conquered 

by the night, the glories of the world are ending, so brief their 

day, So swift their flight, God, may your brightness never 

dim, nor mercy's door be closed to man.” So many of us take 

our hunger to the wrong table. We attempt to satisfy our 

ache for the infinite with that which is finite and so can never 

fully satisfy. The reality is that there is no ultimate 

satisfaction of our desires on earth. All created things merely 
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give us a glimpse of true heavenly satisfaction, where all our 

desires will be fulfilled. 

Although we often stray and take the wrong path and try to 

satisfy this heavenly longing with earthly things like sex, 

power, money, prestige, and honor, all is not lost as God is 

merciful.  General Loren’s climatic speech captures the point 

when he says: 

“There comes a time when our eyes are opened and we come 

to realize that mercy is infinite. We need only await it with 

confidence and receive it with gratitude. Mercy imposes no 

conditions. And lo! Everything we have chosen has been 

granted to us. And everything we rejected has also been 

granted. Yes, we even get back what we rejected. For mercy 

and truth have met together, and righteousness and bliss 

shall kiss one another.” 

As St. John Paul II states, “We can all get lost at times, lost 

within ourselves or lost in the world about us. Allow Christ to 

find you, to speak to you, to ask of you whatever He wants.” 

Finally, Jesus, in trying to show to the woman at the well how 

in the future we would have communion with Him 

everywhere, states: Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 

when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 

nor in Jerusalem. …..But the hour is coming, and is now here, 

when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and 

truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship 

him. God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship 

in Spirit and truth.”  

The General therefore states: 

“You must also know that I shall be with you every day that 

is granted to me from now on. Every evening I shall sit down 

to dine with you. Not with my body, which is of no 

importance, but with my soul. Because this evening I have 

learned, my dear, that in this beautiful world of ours, all 

things are possible.” 

Both Babette’s feast, and the story of Jesus encounter with 

the woman at the well are beautiful reminders of the Easter 

feast that we are preparing for during Lent.  

Each Eucharist is not only a sacrament or a sign of the 

ultimate communion we get to experience in the heavenly 

banquet, but a glimpse or a foretaste of that heavenly 

banquet we get to share in now.  

 

Let us end with a prayer by St. Bonaventure:  

“May my heart ever hunger after and feed upon you, Whom 

the angels desire to look upon, and may my inmost soul be 

filled with the sweetness of your savor; may it ever thirst for 

you, the fountain of life, the fountain of wisdom and 

knowledge, the fountain of eternal light, may it ever seek 

you, find you, run to you, meditate on you, speak of you, and 

do all for the praise and glory of your name, and be you 

alone ever my hope, my entire confidence, my riches, my 

delight, my pleasure, my joy, my rest and tranquility, my 

peace, my sweetness, my food, my refreshment, my refuge, 

my help, my wisdom, my portion, my possession, my 

treasure; in Whom may my mind and my heart be ever fixed 

and firm and rooted immovably.  Amen.” 

 Reflection by Fr Michael Della Penna 
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EVENTS 

• The Stations of the Cross will be prayed every 

Friday at 6:30pm. 

• Every First Friday Adoration is exposed from 

12:30pm to 3:00pm. 

• The Sacrament of Confession will be available 

during Lent every Wednesday at 6:30pm & 

every Sunday from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. 

• Every Sunday at 4:00pm, Adoration with music 

by NER Praise happens at St Leonard’s. 

• Every Sunday at 5:30pm (after Adoration), 

young adult dinner takes place at Dodici (12 

North Square). 

March 3rd to 9th  

From March 3rd-9th we will lead a mission trip to 
Christ in the City’s missionary house in Denver, CO. 
Again, young adults are welcome! “Mission 
troopers” (i.e., volunteers) will experience street 
ministry, the joy of community life, and workshops 
from the missionaries and formators at CIC. This is 
our most popular and beloved event each year! 

Friday - March 8th  

March Events     

• March 4th to 6th: Lenten Mission 

• March 8th: Soup and Stations 

•  March 13th: “Follow Me” Bible Study 

 7:00pm at Sacred Heart 

•  March 24th: Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

 1:00pm Social                                                 

 2:00pm Adoration                                          

 3:00pm Stations of the Cross 

March 4th to 6th 
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TUESDAY - March 19th to June 11th 

Tuesday - March 12th  

Fourth Sunday Stations of the Cross 

Please join us on Sunday, March 24th at Saint 

Leonard’s Church following the Noon Mass. 

 1:00pm: Social  

 2:00pm: Adoration  

 3:00pm: Stations of the Cross 

Hosted by: St. Theresa Society 

SUNDAY -  March 24th  

No Bible Study on the first Wednesday of each month.  

(We have no Bible Study on March 6) 

WEDNESDAY - March 13th 
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Franciscan Secular Order 

TUESDAY - March 19th 

The next meeting of the Secular Franciscans at St 

Leonard's will be on Tuesday, March 19, at 7pm in the 

Church Hall.  We will be discussing Chapter 2 of Richard 

Rohr's "Eager To Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of 

Assisi."  Copies are available in the parish bookstore and 

via Amazon.  (Please join us, whether or not you have 

read the book!) 

The Secular Franciscan Order is one of three founded by 

St Francis of Assisi.  It is an Order of men and women, 

young and old, married and unmarried, saints and sinners 

- all striving to live the Gospel way of life after the 

example of the Little Poor Man from Assisi. 

If you have any questions, please email: 

stleonardsecularfranciscans@gmail.com. 

Our online Gift and Book Store 

is now open 

Access the store with 

the following QR code 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
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PRO-LIFE RESOURCES 
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SAINT JOHN SCHOOL GALA 
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ST. LEONARD PARISH MONTHLY BUDGET           

February Offertory Results: 

Week 1:  $ 7,588 

Week 2:  $ 2,340 

Week 3:  $ 3,714 

Week 4:  $ 4,749 

February Budget :  $ 9,830 

 

In the month of January we were short $8,557. 

FINANCIAL & GIVING 

 If you would prefer you can donate online with the 
following QR code: 

Thank you for your support! 

This year we have on the cover of our missal the 

prayer of St. Michael the Archangel and a special 

note to our guest of St. Leonard of Port Maurice. 

Boston MA—Medford MA 



Boston’s Premier Medical Aesthetics 

423 West Broadway Suite 406, South Boston, MA 02127  

857-496-0423  -  info@bostonbeautox.com  

www.bostonbeautox.com 

Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

617-523-5959 

617.523.8743 
800.400.5916 

www.Salumerialtaliana.com 
Online shopping and mail order available 

151 Richmond Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
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Third Week of Lent 

March 03 - March 09  

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Humble yourselves, therefore, under 
God's mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you."  
 1 Peter 5:6-7 


