
Grade 8 Summer Reading
Mrs. Sutherland

Welcome to 8th Grade, Class of 2023!  I am so excited to be spending this next year
with you in Language Arts/Reading!  There are two required readings for this summer. One
will be our first novel we will be analyzing for the year. The second is a short book, chosen by
Father Stephen, which will be used in your Religion discussion with him.  There will not be a
“project” for either book, but rather working documents that will prepare you for the writing
and discussions we will be having when we are back in school this September.

The first book that you will be reading this summer:

Posted
By John David Anderson

This novel has been read in 8th grade at Holy Spirit School for the past few years. It is an easy
to read story of a group of friends and how they change and grow as they navigate through
8th grade.  They are faced with some challenges throughout the story, and they learn some
important lessons along the way.  It is very important that you read this book this summer.

The internet summaries will not prepare you for the work I will be expecting you to do in
September.  The past students have enjoyed this read. I hope you will, too!

The second book that you will be reading this summer:

Dare to Be More: The Witness of Blessed Carlo Acutis
By Colleen and Matt Swaim

Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-2006) was an inspiring Catholic young man, who lived a very
meaningful life in his fifteen years on Earth. Raised in Italy, he used the Internet and

technology to share his devotion to the Eucharist and Church teachings. To many, he was a
regular teenager; but he served Christ in countless ways.  He was beatified in 2020 by Pope

Francis. This short book will share with you his life and inspiration.  I hope you will enjoy
learning about Blessed Carlo Acutis.



Posted Pre-Reading Notes

Before you begin to read, complete the questions below.

Author: ________________________________

Publisher:_________________________     Copyright:__________

Other works by the author:

Dedication:

Read the inside cover.  What are your thoughts about this book? Do you think
you will enjoy it? Explain.

Read the back cover. This gives the reader an idea of the theme of the novel.
Explain how you think words have power. Give an example from your life
where words have had power, good or bad.

.

What do you think the genre of the book will be?



Posted Character Notes

As you read, jot down information about the traits of each of the main
characters. Please put the page numbers where you found your information.

Then sketch what you think each character looks like.

Character Traits
(Remember to include both EXTERNAL

and INTERNAL traits.)

Sketch
(Draw what you think the
character looks like based
on what you have read.)

Frost
(Eric Voss)

Bench
(Jeremiah Jones)



DeeDee
(Advik Patel)

Wolf
(Morgan

Thompson)

Rose
(Rose Holland)



Posted Theme Notes

As you read, jot down quotes from the novel that illustrate each theme. Please
put the page numbers where you found your information. Use the back if you

need more space.

Theme Supporting Quotes/Evidence

Words
have

power.

Friendship



Posted Pre-Reading Notes

Before you begin to read, complete the questions below.

Author: ________________________________

Publisher:_________________________     Copyright:__________

Other works by the author:

Dedication:

Read the inside cover.  What are your thoughts about this book? Do you think
you will enjoy it? Explain.

Read the back cover. This gives the reader an idea of the theme of the novel.
Explain how you think words have power. Give an example from your life
where words have had power, good or bad.

.

What do you think the genre of the book will be?



Posted Post-Reading Notes

After you complete reading, complete the questions below.

Who was your favorite character?  Support your answer.

Who was your least favorite character?  Support your answer.

What did you like about this novel? Support your answer.

What did you not like about this novel?  Support your answer.

Do you think the novel had a clear theme/message?  Support your answer.

Would you recommend this novel to a friend?  Support your answer.


