
Holy Spirit School
Incoming 7th Grade Summer Reading Requirements

Directions
1. Choose one novel from the list provided.
2. Prepare an oral presentation (Google Slides or PowerPoint) to share with your class within the first week

of school.
3. Reading word for word off the board or any other visual aid will result in a 10 point loss. See the

attached Oral Presentation Rubric; it is the same one I will use to grade you in September.

Fish in a Tree / Lynda Mullaly Hunt
This is an emotionally-charged, uplifting novel that will speak to anyone who’s ever thought
there was something wrong with them because they didn’t fit in. Everybody is smart in different
ways. “But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is
stupid.”

Refugee / Allan Gratz
This timely -- and timeless -- novel tells the powerful story of three different children seeking
refuge. JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration
camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . .
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family
set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . .MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With
his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward
Europe.

New Kid / Jerry Craft
Jordan loves to draw – especially cartoons. Denied the chance to go to art school by his parents,
he is sent to an upmarket academic school away from his friends. Jordan has to find a new path
and adapt to his new surroundings. A graphic novel – this will appeal to reluctant middle school
readers.

A Wind in the Door / Madeleine L'Engle
A Wind in the Door is a young adult science fantasy novel by Madeleine L'Engle. It is a
companion book to A Wrinkle in Time and part of the Time Quintet.

The Bronze Bow / Elizabeth George Speare
Placed during Jesus’s time, it is an interesting look at the lifestyle during the Roman empire and
what Jesus meant for many Jews living during this time period. The story centers around a
fictitious boy, Daniel, whose father was crucified by the Romans. Afterwards, Daniel joins a
band of Zealots living in the mountains.



Blessed Miguel Pro: 20th Century Mexican Martyr / Ann Ball
This is the inspiring story of the famous Father Miguel Pro who was executed in Mexico in
1927 for the crime of being a Catholic priest. Blessed Miguel Pro makes history come alive and
highlights the dramatic conflict between the Church and her enemies that continues even to this
day.

Inside Out & Back Again / Thanhha Lai
Inspired by the author's own childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam as a refugee and
immigrating to Alabama, this Newbery Honor Book and National Book Award winner told in
verse is sure to capture young readers' hearts and open their eyes.

The Golden Goblet / Eloise J. McGraw
This novel takes place in Egypt about 1500 B.C. A young goldsmith apprentice discovers a theft
from the tomb of the Valley of the Kings. The young apprentice needs to solve a mystery with
danger and intrigue. The customs of ancient Egypt are described.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind /  William Kamkwamba
When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all
of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to
explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution.

Focal Points For Oral Presentation
Students will be required to give a 3-4 minute presentation on their book choice during
which they must discuss the following aspects:

1. Provide a 1-2 sentences summary of the book (ex: Loser is the story of Donald Zinkoff, a
student who struggles to stand strong even though he is constantly teased by his
classmates.)

2. Describe the main character/characters explaining both internal and external character
traits and  citing evidence from the text.

3. Discuss the main conflict/problem the character faces – only discuss background
information if it is needed to clarify the problem

4. How is the conflict resolved?

5. What major theme(s) come through in this novel? What lesson does the author want you
to come away with? Explain.

6. Provide a personal reaction - What thoughts, feelings, connections, or questions do you
have on any aspect of the story including characters, settings, theme, or plot? You can



also choose to relate here.  Cite specific evidence from the text to support your
reaction.Your reaction is NOT whether you enjoyed the book or not.

Examples of reactions:
● “The main character’s determination made her a strong character that I look

up to…” [cite evidence and explain]
● “The main character was a positive role model for me/my peers”

[cite/explain]
● I admire the way the character dealt with a situation [cite and explain]
● “The theme forced my to think about a situation I am currently dealing with

[cite/explain]
● or ANY OTHER thought, feeling, connection, or question you had about the

novel
7. Lastly, quickly share whether you enjoyed the novel and why or why not.

You will be graded on your completion of the requirements above as well as the following
aspects of public speaking:

1. Introduction – grab my attention and see if you are able to introduce without using first
person or using the words present or presentation.

2. Preparation – knowing your topic/following the requirements

3. Effective visual aid/Use of Technology – neat, easy to read and see slides, just bullet
points/pictures. NOT YOUR ENTIRE PRESENTATION ON SLIDES.

4. Word choice – NO FILLERS um, uh, ok, you know, so, well, like / repetitive words

5. Eye contact – focus on foreheads, a friend etc. – DO NOT READ OFF YOUR AID

6. Sounds – clear and audible voice, no distracting sounds

7. Posture – no rocking and rolling and swaying

8. Conclusion – Try to end smoothly versus “and that’s it.”

9. Proper time (3 - 4 minutes)


