
 

Two weeks ago, we began to dive into how the Church inter-

prets Scripture, that she uses a hermeneutic of faith, mirrored 

on the faith of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Scripture wouldn’t be 

what it is without faith.  Like I said before, it would be one of 

many “holy books” no different than the Quran or the Bhaga-

vad Gita (one of the main texts for Hindus).  But Scripture is 

different.  It is the inspired word of God. 

Furthermore, just as faith is integral to the interpretation of 

Scripture, so is the Church.  “Here we can point to a funda-

mental criterion for biblical hermeneutics:  the primary setting 

for scriptural interpretation is the life of the Church” (VD, 29).  

Yes, the Old Testament sprung from the life of the people of 

Israel, God’s chosen people, who were inspired by the Holy 

Spirit.  It is undeniable, though, that the gospels, the letters, 

Acts, and the Book of Revelation sprung from the life of the 

Church.  “Consequently, ‘since sacred Scripture must be read 

and interpreted in the light of the same Spirit through whom it 

was written,’
1
 exegetes, theologians, and the whole people of 

God must approach it as what it really is, the word of God con-

veyed through human words” (VD, 29).  What the Holy Father 

is essentially saying is when we go to interpret Scripture the 

only way it can be done in proper respect to it is to interpret it 
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Bulletin Deadline   
Tuesday, noon.   

From Our Pastor    

Mind of the Church: 
Reflections on Pope Benedict’s Verbum Domini 

 

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  
July 12, 2020 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

You have crowned the year with your bounty...  —Psalm 65:12 

Altar & Rosary Society welcomes you - meeting this Tues 7/14 

Our Altar & Rosary Society welcomes new members of any age, 

anytime!  This group prays for our parish family, and provides 

vessels, vestments, seasonal flowers and plants, and other things 

of beauty for our church.  To find out more, call their president, 

Joan Badeaux, 504-460-4561. 



 

 
 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary every Friday morning at 8:30 in the church. 

 

<< From Our Pastor, from front page << 

Perhaps preferring nothing to Christ means being Christ in my daily life. 
Come Holy Spirit!  Fill our hearts, and enkindle in us the fire of Your love! 

     “Prefer nothing whatever to Christ.”                                     

           ~ St Benedict, feast day July 11 

So what does preferring nothing whatever to Christ 
look like?   

When I prefer Christ, I choose Him over myself — His 

way over my way, His self-emptying love over my stin-

gy love doled out according to convenience, His 

broad compassion over mine often limited by per-

ceived merit or by fear.  Over time, these choices mold 

me ever more into the likeness of Jesus.  

 

A.D. 480-547 

Next week’s second collection: 

Black and Indian Missions  

From donations to this collection, 

the U.S. Bishops’ Black and Indian 

Mission Office awards grants to di-

oceses, schools, and religious edu-

cation programs supporting the 

evangelization of African-American, 

Native American, and Alaska Native 

communities.  Envelopes are on the 

shelf near the church entrance.  

Thank you for your kindness. 

 

through the mind of the Church. 

Here is where our Protestant brethren struggle.  Different denominations have different theo-

logical hermeneutics, some guided by agreed-upon doctrine (Lutheran, Episcopalian, Presbyter-

ian, and Methodist) and others led by no unifying doctrine where each person is his/her own 

magisterium.  Before I continue, this needs explanation.  The Magisterium is the teaching au-

thority of the Church.  It is the Magisterium that protects the capital “T” Tradition of the Church 

from which Scripture sprung.  When I speak of the mind of the Church, the Magisterium is the 

tongue which speaks the mind of the Church.  It communicates to the people of God right doc-

trine and right morals, and it guides the pastoral practice of the Church.  The Magisterium, 

practically speaking, is the pope and the bishops, the successors of the apostles to whom 

Christ, through the Holy Spirit, entrusted the content of the faith. 

For all of our Protestant brethren, they do not entrust themselves to this organ of the Church.  

In different ways, and under different structures, they interpret Scripture under their own mag-

isterium, which isn’t always connected to the mind of the Church, the Holy Spirit.  “No prophecy 

of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the im-

pulse of man, but man moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20-21). 

This is why Pope Benedict says “the Church is the primary setting for scriptural interpretation.”  

The Church is by her nature guided by the Spirit.  Yes, there are fallible men speaking, but the 

Spirit guides the thought.  “The Holy Spirit, who gives life to the Church, enables us to interpret 

Scripture authoritatively.  The Bible is the Church’s book, and its essential place in the Church’s 

life gives rise to its genuine interpretation” (VD, 29). 

Next week, we’ll talk about how this changes the way you and I read Scripture. 

1 Second Vatican Ecumenical Council,  

       Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation  

       Dei Verbum, 12.  



 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection                 $ 3,256.00 
building fund                       $     322.00 

Thank you for your sacrificial giving. 
  To set up online giving, visit:   

holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate 

Catholic Relief Services gave us the go-ahead to collect the 

   2020 Rice Bowls.  From now through JULY 19, you may  

     leave yours in the box in the back of the church, or  

        drop it off in the office during regular hours.  Or  

          you may count the contents and write a check, 

            CLEARLY MARKED RICE BOWL, and either put  

      it in our collection or mail it to our office  

        (address in sidebar).  Merci beaucoup! 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel:   
July 16 

Several of the world’s religions regard Mount Carmel as an important site.  Actually a coastal range or ridge, 

rather than a single peak, Mount Carmel stretches about 15 miles to the southeast from the coast of the 

Mediterranean Sea in northern Israel.  The most famous Old Testament incident to occur there was the 900 

BC showdown between Elijah, the prophet of God, and 450 of those who served the pagan god Baal.  Read 

the description in 1 Kings 18:17-39.  [Spoiler alert:  God doesn’t just show up, He manifests His awesome power 

in an incredibly astonishing way, proving to His unfaithful people that He is the one true God.]  Fast forward to 

the 11th century AD:  many Christian hermits resided on Mount Carmel because of its religious signifi-

cance—the symbol of turning one’s heart back to God—and its sources of fresh water, including the Foun-

tain of Elijah.  These hermits had a communal chapel, which they dedicated to Mary.  By the 1200s they’d be-

gun calling themselves the “Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.”  This title suggests that they saw Mary 

not only as “mother,” but also as “sister.”  They soon celebrated a special Mass and Office in her honor, which 

in 1726 became a celebration of the universal Church under the title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Through 

the centuries, great Carmelite saints and theologians have promoted devotion to her and championed the 

mystery of her Immac-ulate Conception.  St Teresa of Avila called the Carmelites “the Order of the Virgin.”  

St John of the Cross credited Mary with saving him from drowning as a child, and later, helping him escape 

from prison.  Believing Mary’s intercession had cured her from illness, Thérèse of Lisieux dedicated her life to 

her, and during her last days frequently spoke of her.  The idea of Mary as our sister reminds us of her close-

ness to us.  Herself a daughter of God, she helps us be His authentic daughters and sons.  She also can help 

us grow in appreciation of being sisters and brothers to one another, leading to the realization that all hu-

man beings belong to the family of God.  Where this conviction grows, by God’s grace, the human race can 

find its way to peace.  

Did you miss the St Joseph Abbey married couples retreat in June?   
No worries; there’s space for the one next weekend! 

A married couples retreat is a wonderful way for a husband and 

wife to break away from daily struggles and tasks and spend time 

rejuvenating and enriching their marriage.  Spouses spend time 

growing closer through inspiring talks, private couple time, indi-

vidual prayer time,  Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration and the 

celebration of the Mass.  Through God’s grace, couples return 

home with a renewed strength and a deeper commitment to each 

other and God.  So join us July 17-19 at the beautiful Retreat Cen-

ter at St Joseph Abbey.  Retreats are hosted by The Willwoods 

Foundation.  There is a suggested donation for attendance, but no 

couple is ever turned away; if you need assistance, please inquire.  

To learn more, including dates of additional weekends, visit 

FaithandMarriage.org/retreats/, or call 504-830-3716.  Your mar-

riage is worth investing time in! 

Advance notice - schedule change:  

NEXT week, July 21-24, Com- 

munion services will replace 

daily Masses (usual times). 

…and egg cartons, too! 

Please consider volunteering  

at the Help Center Food Bank.   

Call Holy Family for details. 

And please keep bringing in 

your peanut butter, tuna,  

and financial gifts.   

Thank you! 

  

 

https://holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate


 
Please pray for:       

Emma, Joe and Dot Baldassaro, Jim Bradle, Patrick Campo, Paula Davis, Deven and Dominic Dunn, Estave Family, Mike Gail-

lard, Frank Gennusa, June Gonsoulin Georgusis, Wayne and Miriam Gonsoulin, Darlene Hartman, Dori Hearn, Betty Jane 

Henry, Ronnie Herbert, Keaton Family, Jan LaBorde, Larry Lambremont, Henry and Tina Lirette, Jean Lugo, Yvonne New-

comb, Mickey Power, L. Roberts, Dwayne Smith, Nick Tullier, Jane Varnado, Ernestine Westmoreland, Lawrence Williams,   

Fr Otis Young.     

Military (deployed):  Cody Westmoreland. 

Names stay on the list for three months.  To add or retain someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org. 

Mass Intentions 

7/11 5 pm     †Jessie Andras  

    †Harold Carriles  

     †Toni Carriles Hedrick 

    Katie Sanders Ibarra 

     †Shirley LeBlanc 

7/12  8:30 am   Our Parishioners 

7/12   11 am   Anne Marie Bettencourt 

    †Jerry Cancienne  

    †Alida and Frank Gennusa, Sr 

    †Erole and Hilda Kreamer 

    †Jimmy Richoux  

    †Torry Richoux  

    †Linda Gennusa Schomburg  

7/12  3 pm    †Souls in Purgatory 

7/14  6:30 pm  Greg and Lizzy Boudreaux 

7/15  6:30 pm  †Melba Delerno 

7/16 9 am   †Fr Horace L. Brignac 

7/17 9 am   †Brandi Sander   

7/14 Altar & Rosary Society  10 am 

7/17 Rosary  8:30 am 
7/18 Confessions  3-4 pm 

7/21-24  * Communion services at Mass times 

7/25 Confessions  3-4 pm 
7/27-28  * Mass on Mon 6:30 pm; no Mass on Tues 

7/30 Pastoral Council  6 pm 

8/1 First Saturday:  Rosary 8:30 am / Mass 9 am 
8/2 Rosary at the Prayer Garden  9:45 am 

8/6 72
nd

 Anniversary of Dedication of our Church 

The current calendar is downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 
1st of the month.  Printed copies are on the shelf in 

the back of the church and in the office hallway. 

Upcoming events 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn July 12-18  
in memory of Chanove and Zeringue  

Family Members, 
by request of Sid and Laura Zeringue 

For a FREE week-long program of daily emails with 

videos, activities, coloring pages, games, and fun 

recipes, sign up at:   

Get ready for a faith-filled week of backyard camp!  

 https://www.holyheroes.com/Summer- 

Faith-Adventure-Catholic-VBS-s/110.htm 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 7/13            Isaiah 1:10-17 

Henry    Psalm 50:8-9,16-17,21,23 

    Matthew 10:34—11:1 
 

Tues 7/14         Isaiah 7:1-9 

Kateri Tekakwitha  Psalm 48:2-8  

Virgin    Matthew 11:20-24 
 

Wed 7/15        Ephesians 3:14-19 

Bonaventure   Psalm 94:5-10,14-15 

Bishop, Doctor of the Church Matthew 23:8-12 
 

Thurs 7/16            Isaiah 26:7-9,12,16-19 

Our Lady of   Psalm 102:13-21 

Mount Carmel  Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Fri 7/17    Isaiah 38:1-8,21-22 

Ordinary Time       Isaiah 38:10-12,16 

Weekday   Matthew 12:1-8 
 

Sat 7/18               Micah 2:1-5 

Camillus de Lellis  Psalm 10:1-4,7-8,14 

Priest    Matthew 12:14-21 
 

Sun 7/19          Wisdom 12:13,16-19 

16th Sunday    Psalm 86:5-6,9-10,15-16 

in     Romans 8:26-27 

Ordinary Time   Matthew 13:24-43 

https://www.holyheroes.com/Summer-Faith-Adventure-Catholic-VBS-s/110.htm
https://www.holyheroes.com/Summer-Faith-Adventure-Catholic-VBS-s/110.htm

