
 

Keeping in mind all that previous popes have said, Pope Benedict 

dives into what the Second Vatican Council had to say in its document 

on the Scriptures, Dei Verbum.  He first wants to acknowledge the 

Council Fathers also saw the importance of the historical-critical meth-

od, even if the Council doesn’t mention it outright.  “Seeing that, in 

sacred Scripture, God speaks through human beings in human fashion, 

it follows that the interpreters of sacred Scripture, if they are to ascer-

tain what God has wished to communicate to us, should carefully 

search out the meaning which the sacred writers had in mind, that 

meaning which God had thought well to manifest through the medi-

um of their words.”
1
  In other words, it’s simple logic.  If God inspired 

human writers, even that human aspect is important to understand, 

such as literary genre and historical context. 
>>  continued on p 2  >> 
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From Our Pastor    

The Divine Dimension 
Reflections on Pope Benedict’s Verbum Domini 

 

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  
August 16, 2020 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. — Romans 11:29 

Thank you for your prayers!  Our Reservist is finally home! 

After a year in Afghanistan, Cody Westmoreland returned home last 

week and is now reunited with his wife, Hope, and their three children.  

We deeply thank 

Cody for his love 

of country and 

faithfulness to  

duty, and we are 

grateful to Hope 

and their children 

for the sacrifices 

which they also 

have made.  

God bless the 

Westmorelands 

with many more 

years of happy,  

rambunctious 

family life ahead!   



 The Council doesn’t end there, because men weren’t the only authors, so was the Holy Spirit.  The Council 

sets up “these criteria for an appreciation of the divine dimension of the Bible” (VD, 34).  The first criterion is 

“the test must be interpreted with attention to the unity of the whole Scripture,” Genesis to Revelation.  Al-

though there are mainly human authors, there’s one divine author who had an intentional plot line running 

from beginning to end.  So everything is connected, everything can be seen in context with itself.  It isn’t a 

compilation put together by an editor who loosely unified separate works under a common theme like a 

collection of mystery short stories.  We must see the Scriptures as a substantive whole.  So we can’t take 

one verse or one chapter out of context of a book or out of context of the whole.  It is this that especially 

helps us to interpret difficult or hard to hear passages.  If we take them on their own, they can easily chal-

lenge the understanding of God revealed to us by Jesus.  Without this criterion, many have fallen into here-

sy as they elevate one verse, or series of verses of Scripture while ignoring others. 

The second criterion we’ve mentioned before.  “Account is to be taken of the living Tradition of the whole 

Church” (VD, 34).  It is the Holy Spirit active in the Church through the living Tradition that also helps us to 

interpret Scripture.  To ignore Tradition is to ignore the continued movement of the Spirit who enlightens 

the mind of the Church.  Tradition, like Scripture itself, is spoken by man but inspired by the Spirit. 

The final criterion demands “respect must be shown for the analogy of the faith” (VD, 34).  The Catechism 

describes the “analogy of faith” as “the coherence of truths of faith among themselves and within the whole 

plan of revelation” (CCC, 114).  The way I understand this is by connecting the concepts of criterion one and 

criterion two together.  The whole living Tradition of the Church in all that it teaches must also be seen as a 

whole, not excising or hyper-focusing on a particular part.  And, it must be understood as a whole body of 

God’s revelation of the truth.  So the analogy of faith helps to prevent us from neglecting parts of the 

Church’s teaching in favor of others. 

Pope Benedict encourages scholars of today not to neglect these three criteria even as they may use the 

historical-critical method.  “It must be said that comparable attention need to be paid to the theological di-

mension of the biblical texts, so that they can be more deeply understood in accordance with the three ele-

ments” (VD, 34).  To pull back, this is what I have been trying to do in my biblical homilies on the Eucharist, 

to be informed by historical-critical research while at the same time explaining the theological dimensions 

of the text. 

<< From Our Pastor, from front page << 

Religious Education 
classes have begun.   
If your children are 
not yet registered, 
call Renée Herbert  

right away: 

985-630-1121 

1
 Pontifical Biblical Commission, The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church (15 April 1993), 12.   



 

Next week’s special collection 

 

 

 
 

THE HELP CENTER 
Here are some quick stats  
from our local Food Bank. 

 

pounds of food distributed  
per month: 

 

meeting the needs of  

  
households, or 

individuals, of whom half  
are children and seniors. 

 
Monthly expenses run 

(covers office supplies, utilities, 
and any additional food needed 

— no rent, no salaries) 
 

The Help Center depends  
on monetary donations  

to cover costs. 
Please be as generous  

as you are able. 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 

Religious Education 
Classes have begun!  

Grades PreK-6 meet on 

Sundays at 9:45 am.  

Grades 7-11 meet at 6 pm on 

Wednesdays.  Renée is still in 

need of teachers and subs.  If 

you feel called to the crucial 

and rewarding ministry of 

passing on our faith to the 

next generation, call her at 

985-630-1121. 

What are Mass intentions, and why do we pay for them? 

One part of Catholic culture that is sometimes misunderstood is the custom of of-

fering Mass intentions. 

A priest offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a particular person or intention.  

By doing so he applies special graces from God upon that person or intention. 

Just as we can intercede for others by our personal prayers, the Church intercedes 

for us through the celebration of the Mass.  However, since the Eucharist is the 

“source and summit of the Christian life” the Mass possesses a power that our per-

sonal prayers do not.  An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several rea-

sons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person (such as on 

a birthday), or for the repose of the soul of someone who has died.  

The practice of offering Mass for particular intentions is an ancient one, dating 

back to the early Church.  Fr William Saunders writes, “Inscriptions discovered in 

the Roman catacombs of the second century [give] evidence [for] this practice: for 

example, the epitaph on the tomb of Abercius (d. 180), a bishop in Phrygia, begs 

prayers for the repose of his soul.  Tertullian (c. 200) attested to observing the anni-

versary of a spouse with prayers and sacrifices, i.e., the Mass.”  This tradition is also 

seen in St Augustine’s Confessions (c. 397), where Monica asks him, “One thing only 

I ask you, that you remember me at the altar of the Lord.”   

The intention of the Mass is also determined by various factors:  The Church may 

stipulate the particular intention, for example, all pastors are required to offer one 

Mass on Sunday for the intentions of the living and deceased parishioners of a par-

ish (this is known as pro populo: for the people).  A priest may also have his own 

particular intention in offering a Mass, such as the repose of the soul of his parents.  

Finally, a person may ask a priest to offer a Mass for a particular intention; in this 

case, a stipend is usually given for offering the Mass.   

Canon Law affirms this longstanding custom:  “In accord with the approved prac-

tice of the Church, any priest… is permitted to receive an offering to apply the Mass 

for a specific intention…  The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the 

Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the Church and, by that offering, 

share its concern to support its ministers and works” (945 §1-2). 

Upon hearing of this, some might be tempted to think it is simony (the selling of 

sacred things).  However, the Baltimore Catechism explains, “It is not simony… be-

cause the priest does not take the money for the Mass itself, but [in order to sup-

ply] the things necessary for Mass and for his own support.” 

Though this custom was abused in the past, the Church has specific rules for the 

money given for Mass intentions.  Each bishops’ conference determines the amount 

acceptable in its jurisdiction, but a priest will offer a Mass for an intention even if 

someone doesn’t have the money.   

It is important to remember that we are not paying for the graces from God (which 

are of infinite value and can’t be purchased), but for the material things that make 

possible the celebration of that Mass.  With that in mind it makes sense, and is not 

a cause for scandal.  We are joining our material sacrifice to the prayers being of-

fered. 

Pope Paul VI said, “The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!”  It has immense 

power; countless miracles and conversions have occurred throughout the centuries 

by offering Masses for a specific intention or person.  Mass intentions are a great 

treasure of the Church and have a spiritual weight that is incalculable. 

There are many open dates over the next few months which can be reserved for your 

intentions.  Call or come to our office, and we will do our best to accommodate your re-

quests.  The date of a Mass, though meaningful to a family, does not affect the graces 

received.  The customary offering at Holy Family is $5 per name, per Mass.  

Sources:  https://aleteia.org/2017/09/02/what-are-mass-intentions/, https://www.catholiceducation 

.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/mass-intentions.html, and original content by S. Boudreaux 

https://aleteia.org/2017/09/02/what-are-mass-intentions/
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/mass-intentions.html


 
Please pray for:       

Adam Authement; Emma, Joe, Dot Baldassaro; Janet Bourgeois; Jim Bradle; Chris Buquoi; Patrick Campo; Beverly Carriles; 

Flo, Jean, Tommie Clemons; Beverly Creel; Carol d’Aquin; Briley Davis; Paula Davis; Deven, Dominic Dunn; Michele Estave; 

Christopher Finklea; Frank Gennusa; June Gonsoulin Georgusis; Theresa Gomez; Wayne, Miriam Gonsoulin; Christie Griffith, 

Darlene Hartman; Ronnie Herbert; Guy Horton; Keaton Family; Meaghan Knight; Dylan Latore; Henry, Tina Lirette;         
Harry Lopez; Jean Lugo; Helen, Kalob Morel; Mickey Power; L. Roberts; Dannell Rome; Cathy Shreve; Dwayne Smith;    

Richard Sonier; Tufts Family; Nick Tullier; Chancler Turnage; Jane Varnado; Ernestine Westmoreland; Father Otis Young.    

Military (home safely, give thanks to God!): Cody Westmoreland. 

Names stay on the list for three months.  To add or retain someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org. 

Mass Intentions 

8/15 5 pm    †Jessie Andras  
     Bolotte-Guidry Families 
     Clifton Breaux Family 
     Harold Carriles   
      †Toni Carriles Hedrick 
      †Doug LeBlanc  
     †Shirley LeBlanc  
     †Katie Westmoreland McCain
     †Essie Penton 

8/16  8:30 am   †Roland Aucoin  
     †Louis Corrao  
     †Brandi Sander  
     †Souls in Purgatory     

8/16  11 am    Our Parishioners 

8/16  3 pm    Aidan Ibarra 

8/18  * 5 pm     †Susan Corkern 

8/19  * 5 pm     †Jerry Cancienne 

8/20 9 am    †Helen Lee 

8/21   9 am    †Susan Corkern 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection       $ 3,839.00 
building fund             $       92.00 
Thank you for your generosity. 

  To set up online giving, visit:   
holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate 

8/16     CCD classes begin  9:45 am 

8/19     Y-Prep  6 pm 

8/21     Rosary  8:30 am 

8/22     Confessions  3-4 pm 

8/23     CCD  9:45 am 
8/25     Pastoral Council  6 pm 

8/26     Y-Prep  7 pm 

8/28     Rosary  8:30 am 
8/29     Confessions  3-4 pm 

8/30     CCD  9:45 am 

The current calendar is downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 
1st of the month.  Printed copies are on the shelf in 

the back of the church and in the office hallway. 

Upcoming events 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn  
August 16-22 in memory of  

Roland Aucoin 
by request of Joe Aucoin 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 8/17        Ezekiel 24:15-24 
Ordinary Time  Deuteronomy 32:18-21 
Weekday   Matthew 19:16-22 
 

Tues 8/18            Ezekiel 28:1-10 
Ordinary Time  Deuteronomy 32:26-30,35-36 
Weekday           Matthew 19:23-30 
 

Wed 8/19        Ezekiel 34:1-11 
John Eudes, Priest  Psalm 23:1-6 
or Weekday        Matthew 20:1-16  
 

Thurs 8/20        Sirach 15:1-6 
Bernard, Abbot   Psalm 51:12-15,18-19 
Doctor of the Church John 17:20-26    

 

Fri 8/21          Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Pius X    Psalm 107:2-9 
Pope    Matthew 22:34-40 

 

Sat 8/22      Isaiah 9:1-6  
Queenship of the   Psalm 85:9-14 
Blessed Virgin Mary  Luke 1:26-38 
 

Sun 8/16          Isaiah 22:19-23 
21st Sunday    Psalm 138:1-3,6,8 
in     Romans 11:33-36 
Ordinary Time   Matthew 16:13-20 

Help Center’s got 
these. 

Could use more  
of these. 

Please bring yours to the parish hall kitchen.  Thanks! 

https://holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate

