
 

There’s something I passed over from a previous paragraph that will be 

key in understanding what Pope Benedict XVI will outline soon.  It 

comes from the Second Vatican Council, a document on Scripture, Dei 

Verbum.  “The study of the sacred page should be, as it was, the very 

soul of theology.”  What the Council Fathers are essentially saying is, 

one’s theology comes from one’s exegesis; or, to put it another way, 

the way one interprets Scripture determines one’s theology.  We can 

see that practically in the many Christian denominations.  They inter-

pret Scripture differently and so have a different theological under-

standing.  With this in mind, Pope Benedict goes forward to touch on 

the dangers of adhering too closely to the historical-critical interpreta-

tion without recourse to the three criteria we talked about last week. 

His fear is that biblical study will separate itself from theology, which it 

did for some of the most prominent Protestant biblical scholars of the 

past two centuries.  They focused themselves so acutely on the science 

of historical criticism that theological considerations were either an af-

terthought or were seen as contrary to the pursuit of Scripture study.  

That should sound sad because it is.  Pope Benedict calls this the 

“dualistic approach,” wherein exegesis and theology are separated. 

The Holy Father outlines three causes of this dualism.  To help to un-

derstand what he says, I will refer back to the analogy of the tree I used 

before.  “If the work of exegesis is restricted to the first level [the his-

torical criticism without the theology] alone, Scripture ends up being a 

text belonging only to the past” (VD, 35).  In other words, it is hyper-

focused on the roots without taking into consideration the rest of the 
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When I called, you answered me . — Psalm 138:3 

At                                       you’ll find: 

◊  news from our archdiocese, and from  
    the worldwide Church 

◊  lists and contacts for every ministry  
    and department of the archdiocese 

◊  Mass times at parishes across our area 

◊  live Mass from St Louis Cathedral 

◊  articles on topics of interest  

◊  prayers and novenas … and more 

Did you know that the 

has a website? 

https://nolacatholic.org/


 

 

 

 another one  

 fights the dust 

Holy Family needs some 

additional volunteers, 

male or female, to clean 

the church.  You’ll work in 

teams of at least two, with 

each team taking a month 

of weekly cleanings.  To 

learn more, call Joan 

Badeaux, 504-460-4561. 

 

Religious Education 

classes have begun.         

If your children are 
not yet registered, 

call Renée Herbert  

right away: 

985-630-1121 

the world will teach them  
         not to. 

If we don’t teach our children  

                   to  follow Jesus, 

From Our Pastor, from front page 

tree.  Although the roots hold much in understanding the tree, they don’t 

reveal the whole of the tree.  As Benedict said in his talk to the Synod Fa-

thers, “One can draw moral consequences from it, as one can learn histo-

ry, but the Book as such speaks only of the past, and exegesis is no long-

er truly theological, but becomes pure historiography, history of litera-

ture.”  If  Scripture is something of the past, a mere historical document,  

it cannot speak to us now.  It is relegated to the time it was written and 

nothing more.  It no longer becomes the Word of God, which speaks 

across all times and cultures, but is solely the words of a few men, speak-

ing to their time and culture. 

The second danger stems (no pun intended) from the first.  “The lack of a 

hermeneutic of faith with regard to Scripture entails more than a simple ab-

sence” (VD, 35).  The above assumes the scholar has no faith; to see Scripture 

without God’s action is to disbelieve He acted at all.  Being that Scripture pre-

sumes faith, the vacuum left by faithlessness needs to be filled by a new her-

meneutic, “a positivistic and secularized hermeneutic ultimately based on the 

conviction that the Divine does not intervene in human history.  According to 

this hermeneutic, whenever a divine element seems present, it has to be ex-

plained in some other way, reducing everything to the human element.  This 

leads to interpretations that deny the historicity of the divine elements” (VD, 

35).  To further the analogy, it’s as if the scholar digs up the root, cuts it from 

the tree assuming it was already dead, and, then, examines it out of context 

of the tree it was just connected to. 

The second danger leads to the third.  If you separate the root from the 

tree, the tree then doesn’t make sense.  It’s either invisible, unreal, or 

without roots, and therefore unreasonable.  “Such a position can only 

prove harmful to the life of the Church, casting doubt over fundamental 

mysteries of Christianity [say the tree trunk] and their historicity--as, for 

example, the institution of the Eucharist and the resurrection of Christ.  A 

philosophical hermeneutic is then imposed, one which denies the possi-

bility that the divine can enter and be present within history” (VD, 35).  

This, then, creates a dualism wherein exegesis lacks theological depth and 

theology loses its Incarnational roots and becomes overly spiritualized, 

which fails “to respect the historical character of revelation” (VD, 35).  In 

such a case, we can choose roots without a tree or a tree without roots.  

I’m no gardener, but both are untenable situations. 

Benedict goes even further showing how such a dualism can affect the 

Church’s pastoral practice.  It separates study and prayer.  It “can give rise 

to a lack of clarity in the preparation of homilies” (VD, 35).   It’s as if the 

priest would have to pick a side, historical or spiritual, losing the Catholic 

both/and approach.  It also causes confusion in the intellectual formation 

in seminaries and in universities with, again, professors having to “pick a 

side.”  Such an intellectual life in the Church would do nothing but harm, 

and, where it did occur, great harm was done. 

The Holy Father sums it up this way, “Where exegesis is not theology, 

Scripture cannot be the soul of theology, and conversely, where theology 

is not essentially the interpretation of the Church‘s Scripture, such a the-

ology no longer has a foundation” (VD, 35). 



 

This week’s special collection 

 

 

 
 

THE HELP CENTER 
Here are some quick stats  
from our local Food Bank. 

 

food distributed  
per month: 

meeting the needs of  

  
households, or 

individuals, of whom half  
are children and seniors. 

 
Monthly expenses run 

(covers office supplies, utilities, 
and any additional food needed 

— no rent, no salaries) 
 

The Help Center depends  
on monetary donations  

to cover costs. 
Please be as generous  

as you are able. 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 

Catholic Lens Series: 
LIVING THE GOSPEL IN A FRACTURED CULTURE  

Join us! The Catholic Community Foundation and Notre Dame Seminary 

are co-hosting the Fall 2020 Catholic Lens Series: Living the Gospel in a 

Fractured Culture.  In the four-part series, speakers will explore the foun-

dational principles that guide our Catholic mission of unity in the world 

and bring a message of hope and encouragement.  The first event, Devel-

oping a Catholic Lens: The Church as a "Creative Minority," takes place on 

Wednesday, September 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You may attend the se-

ries in-person or virtually.  In-person events will be held at Schulte Audito-

rium at Notre Dame Seminary, and they will be socially-distanced with a 

100 attendee maximum per event.  Registration is required.  Questions?  

Contact Susie Veters at sveters@ccfnola.org or 504-596-3042. 

Saint Louis IX, King of France, Patron of the City of New Orleans 
Feast day August 25 

Born in 1214, Louis became France’s king at the age of 12.  At his corona-

tion, Louis bound himself by oath to behave as God’s anointed, as the fa-

ther of his people and feudal lord of the King of Peace.  Other kings had 

done the same, of course.  Louis was different in that he actually interpret-

ed his kingly duties in the light of faith.  After the violence of two previous 

reigns, he brought peace and justice. 

Louis “took the cross” for a Crusade when he was 30.  His army seized the 

city of Damietta in Egypt but soon after, weakened by dysentery and with-

out support, they were surrounded and captured.  Louis obtained the re-

lease of the army by giving up the city in addition to paying a ransom.  He 

stayed in Syria four years. 

Louis deserves credit for extending justice in civil administration.  His regu-

lations for royal officials became the first of a series of reform laws.  He 

replaced trial by battle with a form of examination of witnesses and en-

couraged the use of written records in court. 

Louis was always respectful of the papacy, but defended royal interests against 

the popes, and refused to acknowledge Innocent IV’s sentence against Emper-

or Frederick II. 

Louis was devoted to his people, founding hospitals, visiting the sick, and like 

his patron Saint Francis, caring even for people with leprosy.  Louis united 

France—lords and townsfolk, peasants and priests and knights—by the 

force of his personality and holiness.  For many years France was at peace. 

Every day, Louis had 13 special guests from among the poor to eat with 

him, and large numbers of the poor were served meals near his palace.  

During Advent and Lent, all who presented themselves were given a meal, 

and Louis often served them in person.  He kept lists of needy people, 

whom he regularly visited and aided, in every province of his dominion. 

Disturbed by new Muslim advances in Syria, he led another crusade in 

1267, at the age of 41.  His crusade was diverted to Tunis for his brother’s 

sake.  The army was decimated by disease within a month, and Louis him-

self died on foreign soil in 1270 at the age of 56.  He was canonized only 

27 years later. 

https://www.nolacatholic.org/events/feast-of-st-louis-king-of-france-patron-of-new-orleans  

Religious Education 
Classes have begun!  

Grades PreK-6 meet 

on Sundays at 9:45 am.  

Grades 7-11 meet at 6 pm on 

Wednesdays.  Renée is still in 

need of teachers and subs.  If 

you feel called to the crucial 

and rewarding ministry of 

passing on our faith to the 

next generation, call her at 

985-630-1121. 

https://www.nolacatholic.org/events/feast-of-st-louis-king-of-france-patron-of-new-orleans


 
Please pray for:       

Adam Authement; Emma, Joe, Dot Baldassaro; Janet Bourgeois; Jim Bradle; Chris Buquoi; Patrick Campo; Beverly Carriles; 

Flo, Jean, Tommie Clemons; Beverly Creel; Carol d’Aquin; Briley Davis; Paula Davis; Deven, Dominic Dunn; Michele Estave; 

Christopher Finklea; Frank Gennusa; June Gonsoulin Georgusis; Theresa Gomez; Wayne, Miriam Gonsoulin; Christie Griffith, 

Hamilton Family; Darlene Hartman; Ronnie Herbert; Guy Horton; Keaton Family; Meaghan Knight; René LaBorde; Dylan 

Latore; Henry, Tina Lirette; Harry Lopez; Jean Lugo; Helen, Kalob Morel; Mickey Power; L. Roberts; Dannell Rome; Sylvia 

Scott; Cathy Shreve; Dwayne Smith; Richard Sonier; Jan Sroga; Tufts Family; Nick Tullier; Chancler Turnage; Jane Varnado; 

Ernestine Westmore-land; Father Otis Young.    

Names stay on the list for three months.  To add or retain someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org. 

Mass Intentions 

8/22 5 pm    †Harold Carriles  
     †Susan Corkern   
      †Toni Carriles Hedrick 
      †Doug LeBlanc  
     †Shirley LeBlanc  
     †Katie Westmoreland McCain  

8/23  8:30 am   Our Parishioners     

8/23  11 am    †Abadie Family  
     †Jerry Cancienne  
     †A.J. Gilardi   
     Don Knight   
     †Erole and Hilda Kreamer 
     †Linda Gennusa Schomburg 

8/23  3 pm    †Souls in Purgatory 

8/25 5 pm     †Marilyn Kilgore 

8/26 5 pm     †Lelia B. Vedros 

8/27 9 am    †Susan Corkern 

8/28   9 am    †Lelia B. Vedros 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection       $ 3,088.00 
building fund             $     475.00 

Thank you for your sacrificial giving. 
  To set up online giving, visit:   

holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate 

8/25     Pastoral Council  6 pm 

8/26     Y-Prep  7 pm 

8/28     Rosary  8:30 am 

8/29     Confessions  3-4 pm 

8/30     CCD  9:45 am 
9/2     Y-Prep  7 pm 

9/4     Rosary  8:30 am 

9/4     Eucharistic Adoration  9:30 am-4:30 pm 
9/4     Benediction  4:30 pm 

9/5     1st Saturday:  Rosary 8:30, Mass 9 am 

The current calendar is downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 
1st of the month.  Printed copies are on the shelf in 

the back of the church and in the office hallway. 

Upcoming events 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn  
August 23-29 in memory of  

Jimmy Richoux 
by request of Debby Gennusa 

Help Center’s got 
these. 

Could use more  
of these. 

Please bring yours to the parish hall kitchen.  Thanks! 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 8/24        Revelation 21:9-14 
Bartholomew   Psalm 145:10-13,17-18 
Apostle, Martyr  John 1:45-51 
 

Tues 8/25            2 Thessalonians 2:1-3,14-17 
Louis IX   Psalm 96:10-13 
King of France          Matthew 22:23-26 
 

Wed 8/26        2 Thessalonians 3:6-10,16-18 
Ordinary Time  Psalm 128:1-2,4-5 
Weekday        Matthew 23:27-32 
 

Thurs 8/27        Sirach 26:1-4,13-16 
Monica    Psalm 145:2-7 
    Luke 7:11-17   

 

Fri 8/28          1 John 4:7-16 

Augustine   Psalm 33:1-2,4-5,10-11 
Bishop, Doctor of the Church Matthew 23:8-12 

 

Sat 8/29          Jeremiah 1:17-19  
The Passion of       Psalm 71:1-6,15,17 
John the Baptist  Mark 6:17-29 
 

Sun 8/30          Jeremiah 20:7-9 
22nd Sunday    Psalm 63:2-6,8-9 
in     Romans 12:1-2 
Ordinary Time   Matthew 16:21-27 

https://holyfamilyfranklinton.org/donate

