
 

Pastor                                               

Rev.  Kyle J.  Sanders  
ksanders@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Sacramental emergency: 985-237-0972 
 

Office  

985-839-4040    

Monday-Thursday:  8 am - 4:30 pm                                                    

Friday:  8 am-1 pm 
 

 

 

Location / Mailing Address                           

1220 14th Ave, Franklinton, LA 70438  
 

 

 

Website 

www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org 
 

 

 

Parish Email         

holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  5 pm                          

Sunday:  8:30 am, 11 am, 3 pm (español) 

Tues/Wed:  5 pm  

Thurs/Fri/first Sat:  9 am   
 

 

 

Confessions                                      

Saturday 3-4 pm, and by appointment 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration                      

First Friday of each month,  

9:30 am-4:30 pm 
 

 

 

Marriages 

Contact Fr Kyle at least six months  

prior to anticipated date. 
 

 

 

Baptisms 

Contact Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Charitable Outreach                 

Friends of St Francis:  985-201-5882 
 

 

 

Religious Education               

Renée Herbert:  985-630-1121 
 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline   

Tuesday, noon.    

Mission Statement:  Stirred by the Holy Spirit, the mission of Holy Family Parish is to evangelize our community 

with the transforming power of Christ through love and compassion for God and neighbor. 

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

From Our Pastor    
Hermeneutics:  How Fundamentalism Fails 

If you recall, all of this talk about the New Testament and Old Testament is 
part of a wider discussion on Biblical hermeneutics. Although he has men-
tioned it a few times with his reflections on the interpretation of Scripture, 
Pope Benedict wants to address the fundamentalist interpretation directly. I 
think it would be good for us to pay attention to this as we will probably en-
counter those who hold to this hermeneutic in and around Franklinton.  

A fundamentalist, in the Scripture interpretation sense, is someone who takes 
every word of the Bible literally. It is as if God dictated the words to the au-
thors, and there was no human agency in the writing of the Scriptures. Every 
word must be taken as is without recourse to historical or theological study. 

“The ‘literalism’ championed by the fundamentalist approach actually repre-
sents a betrayal of both the literal and spiritual senses, and opens the way to 
various forms of manipulation, as, for example by disseminating anti-ecclesi-
al interpretations of Scripture,” (VD, 44). Remember the literal sense “is the 
meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by exegesis.”1 
This is breaking down what the author wrote and why he wrote it, understand-
ing the social and historical context, form, and style, in other words, the hu-
man side of Scripture.  

Literalism fails to grasp the spiritual sense as well. Some things are intended 
to be signs. A sign points toward something else outside of itself. A literal in-
terpretation cannot admit of signs, because they reference things that “aren’t 
in the script” so to speak. Furthermore, the spiritual sense admits of an inter-
nal unity of all of Scripture—the New fulfills the Old, the Old points toward the 
New. One has to step outside the text itself to find this.  

“The basic problem with fundamentalist interpretation is the refusing to take 
into account the historical character of biblical revelation, it makes itself inca-

  >>  continued on p 2  >> 

 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks in all circumstances. 
—  1 Thessalonians 5:16  

Father Brad Doyle 
Diocese of Baton Rouge 

“2020: A Messy Advent“ 

Advent Parish Mission 2020 

with Fr Brad Doyle 

this Wed 12/16, 6 pm 

Fr Brad will reflect on how Christ, 

through His Incarnation, enters into 

our messiness—born in a stable, a 

friend to the outcast, healer of all ills.  

There are graces which come to you 

from participating in a parish mission!  

Plan now to attend, and encourage a 

friend to come too.           

Third 
Sunday  
of Advent 

December 
13  

2020 



 
From Our Pastor, from front page 

pable of accepting the full truth of the incarnation itself. As regards 
relationships with God, fundamentalism seeks to escape any close-
ness of the divine and the human … for this reason, it tends to treat 
the biblical text as if it has been dictated word for word by the Spirit.   
It fails to recognize that the word of God has been formulated in lan-
guage and expression conditioned by various periods.”2 

The fundamentalist interpretation, because it has no recourse outside 
of Scripture itself, leads itself down the hole we spoke of earlier. Each 
fundamentalist interpretation comes from the mind, the biases, the 
ideologies, and human weaknesses of the interpreter. He says all 
there is is the word, but without being the mind of God (of which no 
man truly knows), we can never have ‘just the word.’ Our finitude de-
mands a wider field of study so that our interpretations don’t become 
merely subjective and arbitrary, each man his own magisterium inter-
preting what God said and what it means for us.  

“The true response to a fundamentalist approach is ‘the faith-filled in-
terpretation of sacred Scripture.’ This manner of interpretation, ‘prac-
ticed from antiquity with the Church’s Tradition, seeks saving truth for 
the life of the individual Christian and for the Church. It recognizes the 
historical value of the biblical tradition. Precisely because of the tradi-
tion’s value as an historical witness, this reading seeks to discover the 
living meaning of the sacred Scriptures for the lives of believers today,’ 
while not ignoring the human mediation of the inspired text and its lit-
erary genres,” (VD, 44). 

I know this may sound like party pandering, “our way of doing it is bet-
ter than their way because it is our way.” So follow me through this 
line of reasoning. God does speak to us; in fact over the whole history 
of his self-revelation he has spoken to us. We call that self-revelation, 
in part, what was written down of it, sacred Scripture. As we read sa-
cred Scripture, what is the primary way God showed himself to man? 
Sure, in the beginning he talked to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joseph 
(through dreams) and Moses. However, how did the nation of Israel 
know they were God’s chosen nation? Through signs and the words 
of Moses. When they entered the promised land, how did they know 
they were God’s chosen people? Through signs and the words of 
Joshua. During the time of the judges, before they had a king, how 
was Israel reminded of how she was set apart? She would sin; God 
would send a sign (usually an invading army); then he would send a 
judge to restore Israel. Then, in David, the king himself became the 
sign of God’s providence. When the kings went astray, God sent 
prophets and prophetesses to speak his word to his people. In the 
fullness of time, God sent his only Son, not to speak mightily from the 
clouds, but by becoming man and doing signs and speaking the full-
ness of God’s word. In every age, in Scripture and out of it, God has 
used signs and the words of men to speak. Should it not be the same 
with Scripture?  

If we hold merely to the word set before us, we shoehorn the word of 
God. We put it in a fearful box because man is too weak, too fleshly, 
too sinful to handle it properly, but, in so doing, it is put into the hand 
of man without recourse to God. The box is controlled not by the Holy 
Spirit (although he does seep in on occasion), but by the one holding 
the box. The fundamentalist interpretation, in holding to a strict literal-
ism, betrays the very thing it holds dear by not allowing God to do 
what he does: speak in signs and through man to make himself known. 
The Church holds to the hermeneutic she does because she sees it 
as the most faithful way to interpret the word of God using all             
he has given us, the science of man and the gift of the Spirit.  
——————— 
1

 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 116. 
2

 Pontifical Biblical Commission, The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church, I,F.  

Extra Confession times:   

“Prepare the way of the Lord!” 

So much effort goes into prepar-

ing homes, gifts, and meals… we 

need to take a few moments to 

prepare our hearts for his com-

ing as well.  In addition to the 

usual Confession time of 3-4 pm 

every Saturday afternoon, Fr Kyle 

will also be available for Confes-

sion this Fri 12/18, 4:30 - 6 pm. 

 

Christmas Mass schedule 

Thurs, Dec 24, Christmas Eve:   

6 pm and Midnight 
  

 Fri, Dec 25, Christmas Day:   

10 am only 

Kids’ Christmas Play  
next Sun 12/20, 5:30 pm 

attendance:  
parents/guardians only 

livestreamed at: 
facebook/groups/holyfamilyfranklinton 



 

‘Tis the season... 

This weekend is your last chance to participate in our Angel 

Tree project to provide gifts for children in needy families.   

      ** Gift return deadline:  next Sun 12/20, 12:30 pm. ** 

If you take a tag, please see it as a commitment to return the 

gift by the deadline, wrapped and ready for giving, with angel 

tag attached so it can be correctly identified.  Thanks for your 

help with this. 

Want to dive deeper into Scripture? 
Don’t do it alone — we have a Bible Study. 

Discussion is based on the Sunday readings. 

The group gathers every Sunday in the hall, 

after the 8:30 Mass.  

No commitment, nothing to purchase. 

All are welcome to drop in anytime! 

New Advent button for you         
in our cool  MyParish app 

  Your app dash- 

  board has a new   

  button: the 

  Advent button.  

  Look for it on 

the top row of your home 

screen.  When you tap on it, 

you’ll be treated to short arti-

cles on Advent:  from creating 

family traditions, to reflections 

on Scripture, to meditative po-

etry.  These are updated sever-

al times each week.  If you find 

yourself in a waiting situation 

(school dismissal, doctor ap-

pointment), these reflections 

are a great alternative to killing 

time on Facebook!  To down-

load our app, text app to 88202.  

Call our office if you’d like help: 

839-4040. 

 

Advent 

Healing After Loss by Overdose or Suicide 

HALOS  is an informal Christian support group for family 
and friends who are grieving the loss of a loved one by over-
dose or suicide.  Our community is committed to supporting 
one another by embracing feelings, sharing conversations, 
and nurturing one another through spiritual guidance.  Our 
mission is to help each other transform mourning and griev-
ing into a lifelong journey of healing.  Deacon Chris Schnei-
der moderates the group.  Please join us on the 2nd Monday 
of every month at 7 pm, in St Margaret Mary Parish’s Evan 
Building, 1050 Robert Blvd, Slidell.  For more information, 
please contact Donna, 985-201-2143, or Esther, 504-621-7864. 

Dec 13:  Gaudete! Rejoice! 

Rose-colored vestments are not to 

be confused with “rose-colored 

glasses.”  Rosy specs refer to being 

optimistic with no basis, seeing on-

ly the good but blind to the truth.  

Rose-colored vestments, on the oth-

er hand, open our eyes directly to 

the truth that is the basis of all oth-

er truths—and of our joy:  God 

simply does not want to live with-

out us!  The white of Christmas 

mixed with the penitential purple 

symbolizes the darkness of night 

giving way to dawn; the darkness 

of a world—or a life—without him 

giving way to the joyful hope of his 

coming in our midst.   

♫ “Awake! Awake, and greet the 

new morn... Sing out your joy, for 

soon he is born... He opens wide   

the heav’nly door and lives now    

inside us forever!” ♫  

Today’s First Reading 



 Please pray for:       

Pat Altentaler; Adam Authement; Baldasssaro Family; D. Barrois; Jim Bradle; Donna Bruney; Johnson Chouest; Flo Clemons; 

Andrew Darbonne (military-Iraq); Heidi David; Briley Davis; Paula Davis; Maria Fenyes; Jennifer Hartman; Keaton Family; Jan 

LaBorde; Sheila Laurant; Dan LeBlanc; Henry, Tina Lirette; Keith Long; Christy Lorio; Jean Lugo; Kalob Morel; Mickey Pow-

er; Denise Rednour; Cody Reed; Cathy Shreve; Nick Tullier; Jane Varnado. 

Names stay on the list for three months.   To add or retain someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org. 

Mass Intentions 

12/12   5 pm    †Harold Carriles       
     †Toni Carriles Hedrick 

     Bonnie Henderson     

        †Shirley LeBlanc  
     †Drake Spears  

     Joyce Stall 

12/13 8:30 am Our Parishioners 

12/13  11 am    †Jerry Cancienne  

     †Alida and Frank Gennusa Sr

     †Hilda and Erole Kreamer 

     †Souls in Purgatory     

12/13    3 pm    †Souls in Purgatory  

12/15   5 pm    †Souls in Purgatory 

12/16   5 pm    Fr Paul Desrosiers  

12/17   9 am    †Craig Estave  

12/18   9 am    †Brandi Sander 

Upcoming events 

12/13  Last day to get Angel Tree tags (all Masses) 

12/13  CCD  9:45 am 
12/15  RCIA  6 pm 

12/15  Pastoral Council  6 pm 

12/16  Advent Mission  6 pm 
12/16  Y-Prep  6 pm 

12/16  CYO  7pm 

12/18  Advent extra Confession time  4:30-6 pm 
12/19  Confessions  3-4 pm 

12/20  Christmas Play Practice  2 pm 

12/20  Christmas Play  5:30 pm 

The current month’s calendar is always downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 1st of the month.   

Printed copies are on the bookshelf in the church and in the office 

hallway. Let us know if they’re out! 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection                 $ 2,405.00 

building fund                       $     202.00 

Thank you for your sacrificial giving. 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly  

to proclaim the Real Presence  

of Jesus in the tabernacle.  

  

It also burns  

December 13 - 18  

in memory of Craig H. Estave 

by anonymous request 

This week’s special collection 

Retirement Fund 
for Religious 
Supports medical care 
and living expenses of 

thousands of elderly 

and sick brothers, sis-

ters, brothers, and reli-

gious order priests. 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 12/14    1 Corinthians 2:1-10 

John of the Cross  Psalm 825:4-9 

Priest, Doctor of the Church Luke 14:25-33 
 

Tues 12/15         Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13 

Advent    Psalm 34:2-3,6-7,17-19,23 

Weekday       Matthew 21:28-32 
 

Wed 12/16            Isaiah 45:6-8,18,21-25 

Advent   Psalm 85:9-14 

Weekday       Luke 7:18-23 
 

Thurs 12/17        Genesis 49:2,8-10 

Advent   Psalm 72:3-4,7-8,17 

Weekday   Matthew 1:1-17 
 

Fri 12/18                  Jeremiah 23:5-8 

Advent   Psalm 72:1-2,12-13,18-19 

Weekday   Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Sat 12/19          Judges 13:2-7,24-25 

Advent    Psalm 71:3-5,16-17 

Weekday       Luke 1:5-25 
 

Sun 12/20         2 Samuel 7:1-16 

Fourth    Psalm 89:2-5,27,29 

Sunday   Romans 16:25-27 

of Advent   Luke 1:26-38 


