
 

Pastor                                               

Rev.  Kyle J.  Sanders  

ksanders@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Sacramental emergency: 985-237-0972 
 

Office  

985-839-4040    

Monday-Thursday:  8 am - 4:30 pm                                                    

Friday:  8 am-1 pm 
 

 

 

Location / Mailing Address                           

1220 14th Ave, Franklinton, LA 70438  
 

 

 

Website 

www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org 
 

 

 

Parish Email         

holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  5 pm                          

Sunday:  8:30 am, 11 am, 3 pm (español) 

Tues/Wed:  5 pm  

Thurs/Fri/first Sat:  9 am   
 

 

 

Confessions                                      

Saturday 3-4 pm, and by appointment 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration                      

First Friday of each month,  

9:30 am-4:30 pm 
 

 

 

Marriages 

Contact Fr Kyle at least six months  

prior to anticipated date. 
 

 

 

Baptisms 

Contact Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Charitable Outreach                 

Friends of St Francis:  985-201-5882 
 

 

 

Religious Education               

Renée Herbert:  985-630-1121 
 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline   

Tuesday, noon.    

From Our Pastor    

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

The fourth word Jesus spoke on the cross is recorded both in the gospel 

of Matthew and in the gospel of Mark. “And about the ninth hour Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, la’ma sabach’tha’ni?’ that is, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:36). 

I seem to remember this one having the most impact on me when I was 

younger. There might have been seven last words, but for some reason 

this was the only one with which I was familiar. It seemed to me what 

the priest would focus on. I don’t know if that’s your experience. This 

word seemed most known to me before I started praying with Scripture 

regularly and contemplating the mystery of the Crucifixion.  

The theme always taken up was one of abandonment. Jesus was com-

pletely alone, bereft of friends, bereft of justice for being condemned 

for a crime he did not commit, and it would seem even bereft of God. 

Jesus knew what it was like to be abandoned by God, I would hear. He 

touched and felt that deep existential loneliness. With all that was going 

on, even his Father left him. Again, I don’t know where or from whom 

this theme started, but it often dominated whatever limited contempla-

tion of the cross I had. I think I held on to this because there were times 

in my own young life where I felt God had abandoned me, that in my 

time of greatest need he just up and left.  

As I grew in maturity, as I studied more theology, as I studied and 

prayed with Scripture more, I came to realize the whole content of the 

previous paragraph was false. First, two of the seven last words are inti-

       >  see p 2   > 

My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me? 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.  — John 3:16 

      

Mission Statement:  Stirred by the Holy Spirit, the mission of Holy Family Parish is to evangelize our community 

with the transforming power of Christ through love and compassion for God and neighbor. 

  Fourth Sunday of Lent                                                                                                                           March 14, 2021 

 

 

Been ‘herring’ about our Friday night Fish Fry?  
Come by and try it for yourself!  Every Friday  

evening, from 4-7 pm, for only $10, you’ll reel in  

a heaping portion of real American catfish, delicious  

sides, and a tempting, home-baked dessert.  But that’s  

not all—you’ll be supporting the charitable work of Holy  

Family’s Friends of St Francis and the Help Center Food  

Bank.  Come enjoy the food and fellowship, and know  

that your support truly makes a difference. 



 

 

From Our Pastor, continued 

mate prayers: ”Father, forgive them for they know not what they do,” and “Father, into your hands I com-

mend my spirit.” These start and end what he says on the Cross. If he is addressing his Father as such, surely 

his Father hasn’t abandoned him. Why would he make such a prayer with the Father. Also, it is metaphysical-

ly impossible for the Father to abandon the Son; to do so, God would annihilate himself and his whole crea-

tion. They are two of the three persons and share the same nature. They are more united than the most unit-

ed thing we could use as an analogy.  

This all being understood, how then do we look at these words, ”My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” Well first, Jesus was fully human as well as being fully divine. So it was probably the case, that he felt 

abandoned by the Father, that in his human nature the feeling was one of deep desolation. And so those 

words could be communicating what he was feeling even though he also had certain knowledge that his Fa-

ther was present with him. We often have that same feeling, that God has forsaken us, that he is silent, but in 

this case, our emotions lie to us. God cannot and will even abandon us.  

What helped me understand Jesus’ word choice was when I learned he was quoting the first verse of Psalm 

22. Jesus was praying the psalm. Here is it starts, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you 

so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and 

by night, but find no rest” (Psalm 22:1-2). Jesus is prayer this prayer of deep suffering. He knows his Father’s 

presence, but still experiences his Father’s silence. In the desert and in the garden of Gethsemane, he was 

comforted by angels. Not here. So he prays the words of David, his ancestor. 

Listen how the tone changes for the third verse. “Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you 

our fathers trusted, they trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, 

and were not disappointed” (Psalm 22:3-5). You can hear the whole tone of the prayer change. David is re-

calling all of the good things God has done. So is Jesus. God may be silent and that feeling of being forsaken 

may be present, but God has done infinitely more to prove his goodness and show that he will never leave 

his children in need. It turns from abandonment to hope. Jesus know who his Father is, and what he will do. 

Then it shifts from prayer to prophecy and back to prayer. These next few verses are often used by the early 

 
Next week’s very special Special Collection: 

        >  see p 3   > 



 

 

Wednesdays in March 

March 10 - March 17 - March 24 

6:30 - 8:30 pm 

LaCarreta’s Mandeville 

1200 W. Causeway Approach 

Mandeville 70471 

Join us as we dive into  

the Year of the Eucharist  

with our great speakers! 

BIBLE STUDY 

based on the Sunday readings 

every Sunday, 9:45 am  
in the office 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Lector workshop 

Have you ever thought about be-

ing a lector? Has God tugged at 

your heart to take on the ministry 

of reading at Mass? Do you have a 

deep love of Scripture? If your an-

swer is Yes, please contact our 
office to learn how to register for 

the lector workshop next Sat 3/20, 

at St Luke, Slidell, 9 am - 1 pm.  (If 

you’re interested but can’t make it 

on that date, call us anyway.) 

Church Fathers to make reference 

to Christ’s passion. It even shows 

up in the Stations of the Cross we 

use. Here Jesus is reflecting on 

how he has been treated and that 

the Father will indeed deliver him. 

What’s beautiful is that David 

sought military deliverance where-

as Christ’s deliverance was in the 

Resurrection. “But I am a worm, 

and no man; scorned by man and 

despised by the people. All who 

see me mock at me... Be not far 

from me, for trouble is near... 

Many bulls encompass me... I am 

poured out like water, and all my 

bones are out of joint... My 

strength is dried up... and my 

tongue cleaves to my jaws... I can 

count all my bones… They divide 

my garments among them and for 

my clothing they cast lots. But you, 

O Lord, be not far off!... For he has 

not despised or abhorred the af-

fliction of the afflicted; and he has 

not hidden his face from him, but 

has heard, when he cried to him” 
(Psalms 22:6-7,11,12, 14,15,17,18-

19,24). We hear Jesus praying to 

the Father of the sorry and detest-

able state he is in, while at the 

same Jesus gives words of hope 

and prayers to his Father. Jesus 

probably could even see the sol-

diers gambling for his clothing as 

fulfilling the prophecy. 

See rather than being a desperate 

prayer, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me” is a prayer 

of deep hope in the face of so 

great an evil as the crucifixion. Je-

sus, even then, in the crowning 

point of his physical suffering can 

look forward to the deliverance of 

the Resurrection. So too can we. 

God may be silent in portions or 

seasons in our lives, but he will 

never abandon us to the domain 

of death.  

From Our Pastor, continued 

Monthly Explanation of the Mass: 

The Penitential Act and the Gloria 

At the beginning of each Mass, we take time to prepare ourselves 

through the Penitential Act to enter into the sacred liturgy and en- 

counter Christ.  We ask God to help us that by acknowledging our  

sins we may prepare ourselves to listen to his Word and share in  

the Body and Blood of Christ.  We recognize our need for God’s  

help – our need to be saved – so we ask his mercy upon us: “Lord,  

have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.” 

Immediately following this (on Sundays except in Advent and Lent,  

and on solemnities, feasts, and at other solemn celebrations) we  

join the angels and saints in heaven and sing the Gloria – the same  

hymn sung by the angels to the shepherds heralding the birth of  

Jesus.  The Incarnation is God’s response to our sinfulness!  During 

Lent and Advent, we do not sing the Gloria due to the penitential  

nature of the seasons and the emphasis on expectancy.  

In these seemingly routine moments of the Mass that we can be- 

come all too familiar with, the Lord invites us to bring our minds  

and hearts into the deep mystery of our faith – God so loves us that  

he sent his Son. Jesus has come not to condemn the world, but to  

save the world.  



 Please pray for:       
Steve Allemore; Sandra Andras; Phil Bateman; Bennett Family; Jim Bradle; Royce “Brother” Bruney; Chris Buquoi; Johnson 

Chouest; Heidi David; Corey Davis; Paula Davis; Gloria Easley; Bill Ferrante; Tristan Freeman; Frank Gennusa; Roberto 

Gomez; Ronnie Herbert; Pete Hillebrandt; Gayle Horton and Family; Dan, Dana LeBlanc; Henry, Tina Lirette; Christy Lorio; 

Jean Lugo; Geary Molony; Marie Oswald; Mickey Power; Mary (Tiny) Rasch; Jeffrey Reed; Gary Richardson; Richard Sonier; 

Nick Tullier; Lillian Vishno; Stephanie Weeks. 

Names stay on the list for three months.  To add someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org.  

Upcoming events   

3/14 Bible Study  9:45 am 

3/14 CCD/Y-Prep  9:45 am 
3/16 RCIA  6 pm 

3/17 Confessions  4-4:45 pm and 6-6:30 pm 

3/17 CYO  6 pm 
3/18 Adult Formation  6 pm 

3/19 Rosary  8:30 am 

3/19 Fish Fry  4-7 pm 
3/19 Way of the Cross  5 pm 

3/20 Confessions  3-4 pm 

The current month’s calendar is always downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 1st of the month.   

Printed copies are on the bookshelf in the church and on the table in 

the office hallway. 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection               $ 2,871.00 

            building fund                     $    202.00 
Thank you for your sacrificial giving. 

Mass Intentions 

3/13  5 pm    †Jessie Andras  
     †Craig Estave, Sr  
        †Shirley LeBlanc  
     †Katie Westmoreland McCain 

3/14  8:30 am   †Dot Baldassaro 

3/14   11 am     Our Parishioners 

3/14  3 pm    †Myra Favre  

3/16  5 pm    †George K. Penton 

3/17  5 pm    †Jessie Andras    

3/18  9 am    †Dot Baldassaro     

3/19  9 am    †Dot Baldassaro 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly  

to proclaim the Real Presence 

of Jesus in the tabernacle.   
 

It also burns March 14-20 

in memory of Torry Richoux 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 3/15        Isaiah 65:17-21 

Lenten                   Psalm 30:2-6,11-12 

Weekday             John 4:42-54 
 

Tues 3/16                 Exodus 47:1-9,12 

Lenten               Psalm 46:2-3,5-6,8-9 

Weekday              John 5:1-16 
 

Wed 3/17                Isaiah 49:8-15 

Lenten                Psalm 145:8-9,12-18 

Weekday       John 5:17-30 
 

Thurs 3/18            Exodus 32:7-14 

Lenten             Psalm 106:19-23 

Weekday               John 5:31-47 

 

Fri 3/19                           2 Samuel 7:4-5,12-16 

Solemnity of                Psalm 89:2-5,27,29 

of                Romans 4:13,16-18,22 

St Joseph       Matthew 1:16,18-21,24 
 

Sat 3/20              Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Lenten                Psalm 7:2-3,9-12 

Weekday               John 7:40-53 
 

Sun 3/21                  Jeremiah 21:31-34 

Fifth Sunday                Psalm 51:3-4,12-15 

of              Hebrews 5:7-9 

Lent            John 12:20-33 

Remember your loved ones  
with Easter lilies 

Easter lilies, the Alleluia! of the plant king-

dom, beautify and even symbolize our cele-

bration of the Resurrection.  If you wish to 

make a memorial donation towards our East-

er flowers: mail or bring your offering to the 

office, or place it in the collection.  If your 

request is received by noon on March 29, 

your memorial will appear in our Easter Sun-

day bulletin. 

Fridays 
in Lent 
5 pm 


