
 

Pastor                                               

Rev.  Kyle J.  Sanders  

ksanders@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Sacramental emergency: 985-237-0972 
 

Office  

985-839-4040    

Monday-Thursday:  8 am - 4:30 pm                                                    

Friday:  8 am-1 pm 
 

 

 

Location / Mailing Address                           

1220 14th Ave, Franklinton, LA 70438  
 

 

 

Website 

www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org 
 

 

 

Parish Email         

holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org 
 

 

 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  5 pm                          

Sunday:  8:30 am, 11 am, 3 pm (español) 

Tues/Wed:  5 pm  

Thurs/Fri/first Sat:  9 am   
 

 

 

Confessions                                      

Saturday 3-4 pm, and by appointment 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration                      

First Friday of each month,  

9:30 am-4:30 pm 
 

 

 

Marriages 

Contact Fr Kyle at least six months  

prior to anticipated date. 
 

 

 

Baptisms 

Contact Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Charitable Outreach                 

Friends of St Francis:  985-201-5882 
 

 

 

Religious Education               

Renée Herbert:  985-630-1121 
 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline   

Tuesday, noon.    

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

The fifth word Jesus speaks on the Cross comes from the gospel of 

John, “After this, Jesus knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill 

the Scriptures), ‘I thirst.’ A bowl full of vinegar stood there; so they put 

a sponge full of vinegar and held it to his mouth” (John 19:28-29).  

You’ve heard me speak about the fourth cup in my homilies on the Eu-

charist, how the whole passion is a transformation of the new Paschal 

sacrifice. I admit this avenue is beautiful to go down, but I feel pulled 

by another avenue somewhat less traveled, though equally as fruitful.  

Each year Notre Dame Seminary would take those men in their first 

year studying theology down to Granada, Nicaragua for a week of mis-

sion work. After my initial experience, I was able to go every year as 

part of the team organizing everything. Most every year we would 

make a visit to the Missionaries of Charity, Mother Teresa’s order. They 

have a convent there where they would feed the poor as well as a run 

a girls’ orphanage for young girls freed from child prostitution or sex 

trafficking. We would pray evening prayer and celebrate Mass in the 

sisters’ chapel (which was bigger than our church). One’s eyes could not 
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From Our Pastor    
“I Thirst” 

Whoever serves me must follow me.  — John 12:26 

      

Mission Statement:  Stirred by the Holy Spirit, the mission of Holy Family Parish is to evangelize our community 

with the transforming power of Christ through love and compassion for God and neighbor. 

  Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                                                                               March 21, 2021 

 

* 

 

Last Fish Fry of 2021!  
4-7 pm this Friday, just $10. * 

Don’t forget your “leafy branches” next weekend for Palm Sunday!  

In Matthew’s and Mark’s Gospels, the branches waved aloft by the                                               

     welcoming crowds at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and  

         strewn on the path to cushion His donkey’s steps, are described 

             as “leafy branches” (cf. Mt 21:8; Mk 11:8).  Holy Family will not 

             provide palms as in past years, so bring some live (not artifi- 

             cial) branches, with leaves, with you.  Fr Kyle will bless them, 

             then we will have a procession at every Mass next weekend. 

* 



 

 

From Our Pastor, continued 
help but be drawn to the large crucifix hung on the wall above the altar and the words painted underneath 

Jesus’ right arm, “I thirst.” Due to one of my more inquisitive brothers’ questioning, we found out that this 

iconic centerpiece was part of every chapel of the Missionaries of Charity as part of the rule written by Moth-

er Teresa. (I’m paraphrasing here) She said, “We have to know the thirst of Christ. Our love and compassion 

for the suffering Christ is what spurs us on in love and compassion for his people. If we do not first love 

Christ in his most vulnerable moment, neither can we love our brothers and sisters in theirs.” Matthew 25 

certainly came to mind as the sister described the core of their spirituality—“Truly, I say to you, as you did it 

to one of these least of my brethren, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 

Five or so years after the last time I was in Nicaragua, going through Fr. Michael Gaitley’s do-it-yourself re-

treat Consoling the Heart of Jesus, I realized “I thirst” has a much deeper significance. Fr. Gaitley tells us, 

“Jesus is simple because he has only one desire, a desire that’s best described as a thirst. He thirsts that all 

humanity be brought into his communion of love with the Father and the Holy Spirit (John 17:24). For us to 

share in this communion, though, we have to come to love him. Thus, Jesus thirsts for our love. But because 

of this one desire of the Lord is not satisfied, because his love is rejected, a second aspect is easy to under-

stand: He’s a man of sorrow. Yes, Jesus is both simple and sorrowful. The words of the Psalmist apply to him: 

‘Reproach has broken my heart and I am cast down. I looked for one who would grieve with me, but there 

was none: and for one who would comfort me but I found none’ (Psalm 69:21) ... He says to us, ‘Behold this 

heart which loves so much yet is so little loved. Is there anyone who will console this heart?’” (pp 45-46). 

Jesus’ thirst may be hard to imagine. God is perfect. He has no need of our love. He is sufficient in himself. 

How can Jesus thirst? Precisely in his humanity does Jesus thirst and suffer in the passion. Pope Pius XI ex-

plains this in his letter Misesrentissimus Redemptor: “Now if, because of our sins also which were as yet in the 

future, but were foreseen, the soul of Christ became sorrowful unto death, it cannot be doubted that then, 

too, clearly he derived somewhat of solace from our reparation ... And so even now, in a wondrous yet true 

manner, we can and ought to console that Most Sacred Heart which is continually wounded by the sins of 

thankless men.” He thirsts for the love of all those for whom he died, especially those who are lukewarm, who 

have fallen away, who have outright rejected his salvation. He thirsts for the love of the apathetic, atheistic, 

and agnostic. He thirsts for the love of the cultural Catholic and the Catholic who only comes to Mass on 

Christmas and Easter. He thirsts for the love of the Catholic who goes through the motions but never really 

enters into relationship, never really loves him, but only fears judgment. Listen to the words he speaks to St. 

Margaret Mary, “This hurts me more than everything I suffered in my passion. Even a little love from them in 

return—and I should regard all that I have done for them as next to nothing, and look for a way of doing still 

more. But no, all my eager efforts for their welfare meet with nothing but coldness and dislike. Do me the 

kindness, then—you, at least—of making up for all their ingratitude, as far as you can.” 

I hear, above all, in the words “I thirst” Jesus’ invitation to love him, truly love him, not merely for what he can 

do for me or because of what he has already done for me, but for his own sake, merely because he is “good 

and all deserving of my love.” I want to be part of that number that consoles him, that quenches his thirst not 

with the bitter vinegar of half-hearted obligation but with the sweet wine of deep self-gift.  

                       Remember your loved ones                        with Easter lilies 

 Easter lilies, the Alleluia! of the plant kingdom,                      beautify and even symbolize our cele- 

 bration of the Resurrection. If you wish to make a                      memorial donation towards our Easter 

 flowers: mail or bring your offering to the office,                        or place it in the collection.  If your re- 

 quest is received by noon on Mon 3/29, your                        memorial will appear in our Easter bulletin. 

 



 

March 24, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
 

LaCarreta’s Mandeville 

1200 W. Causeway Approach 

Mandeville 70471 
 

Join us as we dive into  

the Year of the Eucharist  

with our great speakers! 

BIBLE STUDY 

based on the Sunday readings 

every Sunday, 9:45 am  
in the office 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Wednesday Confessions this week, 4-4:45 pm and 5:45-6:15 pm.   
This is the final Wednesday.   

Fr Kyle will hear Confessions on Sat 3/27, 3-4 pm.   
He will also hear Confessions on Holy Saturday 4/3, 1-2 pm.  

He is happy to help you if it’s been awhile and you can’t remember what to do. 

Come on in; the door is open! 

Come to me, all you who are burdened, and I will give you rest.   
Matthew 11:28 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 

it remains just a grain of wheat;  

 

          but if it dies,  

        

 

                                                                                                              it produces much fruit.  

 

  

                             John 12:24 

this  
Friday 
5 pm 

Good  
Friday 
6 pm 

followed by guest speaker,  
Eucharistic Adoration,  

and Benediction 

 

‘The Joy of the Resurrection’ essay contest for 5th- 7th graders 
Submit an essay of 200 to 400 words on the topic “The Joy of the Resurrection.”  Easter Sunday is a glorious 

day in the Church calendar.  Why is this moment so special?  What does Easter mean to us every day, not 

just on this particular Sunday?  A 1st and 2nd place winner will be chosen in each grade category.  For con-

test rules and information, visit brothermartin.com and type “essay contest” in the search box. 

 
Consecration to Jesus through St Joseph 

  Begin today, if you haven’t already.  Take a book from 

  the table in the back of the church.  We will do our con-

secration together with a special event on May 1, 

the Feast of St Joseph the Worker; details will be 

finalized and announced soon.   

Thank you’s and congrats 

Holy Family thanks John Wyble and 

the other four parishioners who 

agreed to stand for election to our 

Pastoral Council. The newly elected 

member is Tommy Thiebaud. Re-

elected are Anne Marie Bettencourt 

and Ricky Finklea.  Shannon Forbes 

has been appointed to fill the unex-

pired term of a member who had 

to step down last year.   



 Please pray for:       
Steve Allemore; Sandra Andras; Phil Bateman; Bennett Family; Jim Bradle; Royce “Brother” Bruney; Chris Buquoi; Johnson 

Chouest; Heidi David; Corey Davis; Paula Davis; Gloria Easley; Bill Ferrante; Tristan Freeman; Frank Gennusa; Roberto 

Gomez; Ronnie Herbert; Pete Hillebrandt; Gayle Horton and Family; Dan, Dana LeBlanc; Henry, Tina Lirette; Christy Lorio; 

Jean Lugo; Geary Molony; Marie Oswald; Mickey Power; Mary (Tiny) Rasch; Jeffrey Reed; Gary Richardson; Richard Sonier; 

Nick Tullier; Lillian Vishno; Stephanie Weeks. 

Names stay on the list for three months.  To add someone, call 839-4040 or email holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org.  

Upcoming events   

3/21 Bible Study  9:45 am 

3/21 CCD/YP  9:45 am 
3/23 RCIA  6 pm 

3/24 Confessions 4-4:45 pm and 5:45-6:30 pm 

3/24 CYO  6 pm 
3/25 Solemnity of the Annunciation, Mass  9 am 

3/26 Rosary  8:30 am 

3/26 Fish Fry (last one of 2021!) 4-7 pm 
3/26 Way of the Cross 5 pm, with Adoration/Benediction 

3/27 Confessions  3-4 pm 

The current month’s calendar is always downloadable at www.holy 

familyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar, dated the 1st of the month.   

Printed copies are on the bookshelf in the church and on the table in 

the office hallway. 

Stewardship Report 
regular collection               $ 4,118.00 

                  building fund                     $    330.00 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Mass Intentions 

3/20  5 pm    †Jessie Andras  
     †Bolotte/Guidry Families 
     †Shirley LeBlanc  

3/21  8:30 am   Our Parishioners 

3/21   11 am     †B. and E. Abadie  
     †Dot Baldassaro  
     †Jerry Cancienne  
     Ed Doster    

3/21 3 pm    Nick Tullier  

3/23 5 pm    Greg Boudreaux 

3/24 5 pm    †Dot Baldassaro 

3/25 9 am    †Dot Baldassaro     

3/26 9 am    †Bobby Smith 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly  

to proclaim the Real Presence 

of Jesus in the tabernacle.   
 

It also burns March 21-27 

in memory of Mary Ann Zanca 

by request of Diana Tanner 

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 3/22        Daniel 13:1-9,15-62 

Lenten                   Psalm 23:1-6 

Lenten             John 8:1-11 
 

Tues 3/23                 Numbers 21:4-9 

Lenten               Psalm 102:2-3,16-21 

Weekday              John 8:21-30 
 

Wed 3/24                Daniel 3:14-20,91-92,95 

Lenten                Daniel 3:52-56 

Weekday       John 8:31-42 
 

Thurs 3/25            Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10 

Solemnity of         Psalm 40:7-11 

of the                    Hebrews 10:4-10 

Annunciation       Luke 1:26-38 

 

Fri 3/26                           Jeremiah 20:10-13 

Lenten                    Psalm 18:2-7 

Weekday           John 10:31-42 
 

Sat 3/27              Ezekiel 37:21-28 

Lenten                Jeremiah 31:10-13 

Weekday               John 711:45-56 
 

Sun 3/28                  Isaiah 50:4-7 

Palm Sunday                Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24 

of the Passion       Philippians 2:6-11 

of the Lord           Mark 14:1—15:47 

 

Men being formed for the priesthood are 

educated at the graduate level. This forma-

tion—academic, spiritual, and pastoral—is 

one of the largest expenses in the archdioc-

esan annual budget. 

This week’s special collection is for  

Seminaries 
serving the Archdiocese of New Orleans 


