
 

Pastor                                               

Rev.  Kyle J.  Sanders  

ksanders@arch-no.org 
 

Deacon                                             

Steve Sykes 

sstevess@aol.com 
 

Sacramental emergency:  985-237-0972 
 

Office  

985-839-4040    

Monday-Thursday:  8 am - 4 pm                                                    

Friday:  8 am-1 pm 
 

Location / Mailing Address                           

1220 14th Ave  

Franklinton, LA 70438  
 

Website    

www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org 
 

Parish Email         

holyfamilyfranklinton@arch-no.org 
 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  5 pm                               

Sunday:  8:30 am, 11 am, 3 pm (español) 

Tues/Wed:  5 pm  

Thurs/Fri/first Sat:  9 am   
 

Confessions                                      

Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm  

and by appointment:  985-839-4040 
 

Eucharistic Adoration                      

First Friday of each month,  

9:30 am-4:30 pm 
 

Marriages 

Contact Fr Kyle at least six months  

prior to anticipated date. 
 

Baptisms 

Contact Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

Charitable Outreach                  

Friends of St Francis:  985-201-5882 
 

Religious Education               

Renée Herbert:  985-630-1121 
 

Youth Ministry 

Fr Kyle:  985-839-4040 
 

Bulletin Deadline   

Tuesday, noon. 

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  
HOLY FAMILY  

Mission Statement:  Stirred by the Holy Spirit, the mission of Holy Family Parish is to evangelize our community 

with the transforming power of Christ through love and compassion for God and neighbor. 

      

  Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               December 18, 2022   

“They shall name him Emmanuel… ‘God is with us.’  ” — Matthew 1:23 

Don’t miss Holy Family’s Christmas Play and potluck party 

This year the CCD Nativity play will take place next Sun 12/18, at 5 pm, 

in the church.  Right after the play, we’ll have a potluck supper in the 

hall.  All are invited!  We’re asked to bring our favorite dish or dessert.   

 From Our Pastor: 

Reflections on Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est: 
Justice and Charity, Part 7 

Gifts for kids 
among our 
struggling  
neighbors 

A few Angel Tree Christmas 

gift tags may be available this 

weekend, outside the church. 

Gift return: tomorrow, Mon 

Dec 19, 2 pm.   

If you take a tag, it is crucial  

to return the gift by the dead-

line, wrapped and ready for 

giving, with Angel Tree tag 

attached so we can deliver it 

to the correct child. Thanks for 

your kindness and generosity. 

Office hours this week:  Mon & Tues: 8-4.  Wed & Thurs: closed.  Fri: 8-1. 
You can still call 985-237-0972 if you have a sacramental emergency. 

human being,” (DCE, 28). Here we need to stop to have another defini-

tion of terms. What is natural law? On the face of it, it would seem to be 

speaking about the laws of natural life that govern our material world, 

like the law of gravity and the law of inertia, etc. Some people mean 

this when speaking of natural law, but this is not what it means within 

the context of the tradition and teaching of the Church. From her per-

spective, it is rather reductive.  

St. Thomas Aquinas states that the natural law is “nothing else than the 

rational creature’s participation in the eternal law.”
1
 The eternal law, or 

Last week we heard Pope Benedict 

talk about the separation of Church 

and State. From the thesis that, 

“Justice is both the aim and the in-

trinsic criterion of all politics,” (DCE, 

28), it is therefore the main end of 

the State. He continues along the 

same line in the following.  

“The Church's social teaching argues 

on the basis of reason and natural 

law, namely, on the basis of what is 

in accord with the nature of every 

>  see p 2  > 

 From Our Pastor: 

Reflections on Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est: 
Justice and Charity, Part 7 



 

 

 

From Our Pastor, continued 

1  St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I-II, 91,2. 

2  J. Fox, “Natural Law,” in Catholic Encyclopedia, 

1910, New York: Robert Appleton Company.  

 

also called the divine law, is God’s wisdom as the directive norm for all 

action and movement. All of creation follows this, each acting within its 

own nature. A rock cannot act like a sea urchin nor can a sea urchin act 

like the water it is within. Each thing, animate and inanimate, acts ac-

cording to its nature. Now, man is quite a different thing because we 

have been endowed with reason and free will. We have the ability to act 

contrary to our nature (one might call this sin). Either because of this or 

in spite of it, I do not know, God wrote onto our hearts natural law 

which reveals to us our nature and how to act within it. “Those actions 

which conform with [natural law’s] tendencies, lead to our destined end, 

are thereby constituted right and morally good; those at variance with 

our nature are wrong and immoral.”
2
 Whole books have been written 

Christmas Mass schedule 

Sat, Dec 24, Christmas Eve:   

4 pm,  6 pm,  Midnight 
  

 Sun, Dec 25, Christmas Day:   

10 am only 

on natural law, but this seems like a simple enough introduction.  

Pope Benedict continues, “[The Church] recognizes that it is not the 

Church's responsibility to make this teaching prevail in political life. 

Rather, the Church wishes to help form consciences in political life 

and to stimulate greater insight into the authentic requirements of 

justice as well as greater readiness to act accordingly, even when this 

might involve conflict with situations of personal interest. Building a 

just social and civil order, wherein each person receives what is his 

or her due, is an essential task which every generation must take up 

let  

every heart 
prepare him 

room ! 

anew. As a political task, this cannot be the Church's immediate responsibility. Yet, since it is also a most im-

portant human responsibility, the Church is duty-bound to offer, through the purification of reason and 

through ethical formation, her own specific contribution towards understanding the requirements of justice 

and achieving them politically. 

                                    The Church cannot and must not take upon herself the political battle to bring about                       

                                        the most just society possible. She cannot and must not replace the State. Yet at the 

                                             same time she cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for jus-           

                                                  tice. She has to play her part through rational argument and she has to rea-    

                                                       waken the spiritual energy without which justice, which always demands 

                                                            sacrifice, cannot prevail and prosper. A just society must be the achieve-

-                                                             ment of politics, not of the Church. Yet the promotion of justice 

                                                            through efforts to bring about openness of mind and will to the de- 

                                                       mands of the common good is something which concerns the Church 

                                                  deeply,” (DCE, 28).  

                      This argument is very nuanced and is important especially in our time when the  

                                        laity sometimes unnecessarily expect the Church to get into politics. The Church’s 

     role is to inform, engage, challenge, and encourage the State to operate as it should to 

establish justice in the land. One might ask how is that different from any other “special interest group”? Well, 

in part, because the Church’s interest is all of humanity, not just a particular ideology or economic interest. 

Furthermore, the Church, unlike a superPAC, is informed by divine law. She does her best to share that with 

each government she interacts with.  



 

Please keep bringing in your peanut butter, canned tuna, and financial gifts for the Help Center.  Thanks! 

Mass/Sanctuary Lamp intention book opens Jan 4 

Please mail or email your intention list to the office on or after 

Jan 4 (addresses are on front cover of bulletin).  The customary 

donation is $5 per Mass intention (per single name or married 

couple), $10 per sanctuary lamp intention.  Even if you’ve submit-

ted a list in previous years, you must submit a new list for 2023.  

Intention list should show the loved one’s name, whether living 

or deceased, and preferred date/time, if any.  Intentions will be 

scheduled in the order received.  No phone calls during initial 

setup period (Jan 4-10), please. 

Beginning on December 17, as the final phase 

of preparation for Christmas, the Church re-

cites or chants the O Antiphons preceding 

the Magnificat during Vespers (Evening Pray-

er) of the Liturgy of the Hours.  Of the seven, 

the most familiar to most of us is “O come, 

Emmanuel,” with the rest of the O Antiphons 

forming the additional verses of that hymn. 

The O Antiphons express the Church's longing 

and expectation for the Messiah, her startled 

wonder at the fullness of grace which the 

Christ-Child is about to bestow on the world. 

They reflect on the majesty of the Savior, His 

wisdom, His faithfulness and sanctity, His jus-

tice and mercy, His covenant with His chosen 

people, who in their ingratitude broke faith 

with Him. They dwell on His power and love   

as King and Redeemer of the world, His rela-

tion to every soul as Emmanuel, God-with-us.  

The Benedictine monks arranged these anti-

phons with a definite purpose. If you start 

with the last title and take the first letter of 

each one — Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, 

Radix, Adonai, Sapientia,  — the Latin words 

words ero cras are formed, meaning, 

“Tomorrow, I will come.”  Therefore, the Lord 

Jesus, whose coming we have prepared for in 

Advent and whom we have addressed in 

these seven Messianic titles, now speaks to 

us: “Tomorrow, I will come.”  So the O Anti-

phons not only bring intensity to our Advent 

preparation, but bring it to a joyful conclu-

sion. (adapted from an article by Fr. William Saunders, catholicculture.org) 

The Great ‘O Antiphons’ of Advent 

CELEBRATING OUR PATRONAL FEAST  

OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF  

JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

The Feast of the Holy Family always oc-

curs within the Octave  (8 days of festive 

observance) of Christmas.  This year, Fri-

day 12/30 is that feast day, and we’re go-

ing to celebrate!  That day’s Mass will be 

at 3 pm, and our parish’s Christmas party 

will follow.  All are invited to this special 

event, and to bring a dish to share.   

 

     HOLY FAMILY  
 ADVENT MISSION  

      THIS TUES 12/20 

       6:30-8:00 PM 

 

     Deacon Steve will share 

reflections on the Eucharist 

 

 

Our evening  

will include Mass,  

so there is no  

5 pm Mass  

on that day. 



 Please pray for:       

Lawrence Antill 
Ruby Ballard 
Bible Baptist Church 
John Blackwell 
Linda Boos 
Jim Bradle 
Philip Buras 
Jase Cannon 
Beverly Carriles 
Johnson Chouest 
Doris Dainello 
Kenny Denmark 
David Falterman 
Sean Garlick 
Debby Gennusa 
Frank Gennusa 
Amy Guillot 
Winston Henderson III 
Elijah Herbert 
Katie Herbert 
Special Intention (WH) 
The Jeanfreau Family 
The Judy Family 
Lynnie Kass 
Jan LaBorde 
Larry Lambremont 
Henry and Tina Lirette 
Jean Lugo 
Robin Martin 
Lenny Morel 
Marie Oswald 
Linda Plaisance 
Mickey Power 
The Prats Family 
Judy Rabuffo 
Roy Richard 
Alison Teal 
The Thomas Family 
The Travis Family 
Don Winston 
The Young Family                           

Names stay on the list 

for three months.  To 

add or retain someone, 

email holyfamilyfrank- 

linton@arch-no.org, or 

call 985-839-4040. 

Mass Intentions 

12/17     5 pm †Thomas Gonsoulin  
   †Father Jimmy Jeanfreau 
   †Ed Magee   
   †Torry Richoux  
   Parishioners of St Peter Parish 

12/18    8:30 am   †Carey Bateman  
   †Thomas d’Aquin  
   Jan LaBorde   
   †Leroy and Ella Mitchell 
   †Craig Sanders  
   †Justice Antonin Scalia 
   †John and Carolyn Watson 

12/18   11 am  Our Parishioners 
12/18     3 pm Eddie Boudreaux 
12/20     5 pm †Fr Otis Young and †Ruth Prats 
12/21     5 pm Evan Grace Ibarra 
12/22     9 am †John and Carolyn Watson 
12/23     9 am †May Saleeby 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly to proclaim  

the Real Presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.   
 

It also burns in memory of deceased loved ones. 

You may reserve specific weeks in 2023 

by contacting our office after January 4. 

12/18 Christmas Play  5 pm 

12/18 Potluck Supper  5:30 pm 

12/19 2 pm: deadline to return wrapped, tagged gifts 

12/20 Advent Parish Mission  6:30-8 pm 
12/21 Confessions/Penance Service 7 pm, Holy Trinity, 

     Covington 

12/22 Holy Hour  9:45 am 

12/23 Rosary  8:30 am 

12/24 no Confessions today 

12/24 Christmas Eve     

     Vigil Masses:  4 pm, 6 pm, Midnight 

12/25 Christmas Day     
     Mass:  10 am only (no 3 pm Mass) 

12/29 Holy Hour  9:45 am 

12/30 Rosary  8:30 am 

12/30 Feast of the Holy Family - Mass *3* pm (not 9 am) 

12/30 Parish Christmas and “Patron” Party  4-6 pm 

Upcoming events   

The current month’s calendar is always downloadable at 

www.holyfamilyfranklinton.org/parish-calendar. Print 

copies are available in the church and in our office. 

 

This week’s special collection 

Supports the  

medical care and  

day-to-day living  

expenses of thousands of  

elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. 

 

  Stewardship Report 

   regular giving   $ 3,871.00 

   building fund     $    135.00 

   Thank you for your generosity. 

  

This week’s Scripture readings 

Mon 12/19   

Late Advent Weekday 

Judges 13:2-7,24-25 

Psalm 71:3-6,16-17 

Luke 1:5-25 
 

Tues 12/20       

Late Advent Weekday 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Psalm 24:1-6 

Luke 1 26-38 

 

Wed 12/21       
Late Advent Weekday 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 

Psalm 33:2-3,11-12,20-21 

Luke 1 :39-45 

  

Thurs 12/22       

Late Advent Weekday 

1 Samuel 1:24-28 

1 Samuel 2:1,4-8 

Luke 1:46-56 

  

Fri 12/23  

Late Advent Weekday  

Malachi 3:1-4,23-24 

Psalm 25:4-5,8-10,14 

Luke 1:57-66 

 

Sat 12/24       
Vigil of Christmas, the  

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus  

Isaiah 9:1-6 

Psalm 96:1-3,11-13 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 
 

Sun 12/25       
Christmas, the  

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98:1-6 

Hebrews 1:1-6 

John 1:1-18 


