
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         
 

HO LY  ANG E L S  
CA T H O L I C   CH U RC H 

 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
 

DECEMBER 
Month of the Divine Infancy 

 
“Lord, come and save us.”  

–Ps 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am; 10:45am & Spanish Mass at 1:00pm 

Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 
First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 

(Holydays: See special announcement in bulletin) 
CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  

Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

December 15, 2019  —  3rd Sunday of Advent (A) — Gaudete Sunday 

Holy Angels Catholic Church 
535 Tucker Street 
Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873 
  
Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 
  

www.holyangelscc.com  

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 
 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 
 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 
 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 
 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 
 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Carrie Beld, Director (cell: 731-882-9151)  
Email: nanacbeld@yahoo.com 
Office Hours: Sunday 8:45am - 10:45am 
 

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell:  731-297-6197) 
Tanya Larraga, Assistant 
Wednesday Evenings 6:00-8:00pm 

NEW OFFICE HOURS as of 8/1/19 
M – F  9:00am – 4:00pm 

(Closed 12 noon – 1:00pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic 
faith.  We pray that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a 
meaningful one for you.  If you are a new member in the parish, complete 
a census form and return it to the church office.   Census forms can be 
found in the foyer.  To date we have 251 families and 721 parishioners. 

3rd Sunday of Advent (A)                                                          Dec 14/15, 2019 
DECEMBER -- Month of the Divine Infancy 

On both the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of Advent, John the Baptist is a central figure in 
the Gospel.  Last Sunday we heard Matthew’s Chapter 3, in which he recounts the 
story of John preaching a baptism of repentance in the Jordan River.  Today the 
Scriptures fast-forward us to Chapter 11 where the disciples, in the name of John 
the Baptist, who is now in prison, confront an adult Jesus at the threshold of his 
ministry.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus assures John’s disciples that he is truly the 
fulfillment of the words of the prophet Isaiah that we hear in the first reading: “The 
blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed…”   
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10)  There is much joy and anticipation as we 
await rare desert flowers and miraculous cures.  The hills ring with joyful song.  
God restores all that has become barren to former beauty, and those who have 
been taken captive in Babylon will be freed and will enter Zion (Jerusalem) singing.  
The feeble grow strong; the frightened take courage.  The Lord comes to save us.  
“Here is your God, / he comes with vindication… / he comes to save you” (Isaiah 
35:4).  The coming of the Lord will be a time of full blossoming of the earth, total 
healing of human infirmities and restoration of all that had been lost.  What 
encouragement for the feeble and the frightened, to hear they will be made whole 
again!  What hope these words gave to Israel in exile.  This frightened, wounded 
people will return to their homeland, their beloved Zion (Jerusalem), with great joy 
and song. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10)  Psalm 146 is a  song of  
praise giving thanks to God for all that he has done.  The response is fashioned 
from Isaiah 35:4, reiterating the notion that our God will come and save us.  The 
tense of the psalm reminds us that this is not a concept from of old, but a reality 
for today.  Psalm 146 is the joyful prayer of one who has lived through terrible 
times only to shine forth praising God’s name.  Faith and trust are learned amidst 
pain and suffering.  Note the marvelous deeds for which the Lord is praised in 
each of the three stanzas.  The promises heard in today’s First Reading are 
experienced as fulfilled.  The Lord in king in Zion.  
 

SECOND READING (James 5:7-10)  Patience is a difficult virtue to learn and 
act upon.  None of us wants to hear “in God’s time.”  We want what we want now.  
Yet, in his wisdom, James counsels that we must wait patiently and joyously, and 
to never give up.  Temptation and rash judgments are things which can get us into 
trouble when we do not think things through and spontaneously act upon our 
desires.  We must be patient.  Let the seed grow.   
     “Be patient until the coming of the Lord,” said the author of the letter of James.  
“The Judge is standing before the gates.”  Take the prophets as your models in 
facing hardship.  They spoke in the Lord’s name.  Patience is mentioned four times 
in today’s reading.  For those to whom James writes, there seemed an endless delay 
as they awaited expectantly the coming of the Lord.  Can we identify with this 
attitude?  Or is it something foreign to us?  Are we expectantly awaiting the Lord’s 
coming?  James also insists that the members of his community be patient with 
one another.  Should they need models of patience, let them look to the prophets.  
Some of them had to wait a long time for the fulfillment of God’s promises!     
 

GOSPEL (Matthew 11:2-11)  It is ironic that as we speak of waiting, John the 
Baptist becomes impatient, wondering “are you [Jesus] the one who is to come or 
should we look for another?  He seems disappointed that there is not a big, fiery 
finish.  Jesus rebukes him and, paraphrasing Isaiah, says that the prophecies have 
now been fulfilled.  However, realizing he responded quickly, Jesus goes on to tell 
the crowds the great things that John has done. 
     John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we look for another?”  Jesus answered them affirmatively, pointing to the blind 
who see, the lame who walk, the lepers who are cured and the poor who hear from 
him good news of hope.  Jesus’s answer to the question of John’s disciples echoes 
the words of the prophet Isaiah.  In fact, Jesus’s words and deeds bear witness to 
their fulfillment.  Jesus gives testimony to John the Baptist’s important role in the 
history of salvation.  His presence and ministry is the fulfillment of the prophecy 
of Malachi: the Lord’s messenger will prepare his way—and so John has done. 
 

 
 

Readings:  3rd Week of Advent 
Su 12/15 Is 35:1-6, 10 • Ps 146:6-10 • James 5:7-10 • 

Matt 11:2-11 
M 12/16 Num 24:2-7, 15-17 • Ps 25:4-9 • Matt 21:23-27 
Tu 12/17 Gen 49:2, 8-10 • Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17 • Matt 1:1-

17 
W 12/18 Jer 23:5-8 • Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 • Matt 1:18-

25 
Th 12/19 Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 • Ps 71:3-6, 16-17 • Luke 

1:5-25 
F 12/20 Is 7:10-14 • Ps 24:1-6 • Luke 1:26-38 
Sa 12/21 Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Seph 3:14-18 • Ps 

33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 • Luke 1:39-45 
 

Anniversaries Dec 15th – 21st              
12/15   Kelly & Damion Unland 
 
Birthdays Dec 15th – 21st             
12/15   Angel Rodríguez 
12/16   Elvia Garzon, Arturo Martinez 
12/17   Etilcia Hendrickson, Erin Rudolph, Cheryl Spence 
12/18   George Lombas, May Stuart 
12/20   Nicolas Martin, Maria Vasquez 
12/21   Esgar Madrid 
 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the 
pastor before making any arrangements with the 
funeral home regarding the date and time of visitation, 
the funeral Mass or service at the funeral home. 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the 
family of the deceased requests one. The Hospitality 
Committee consists of several women from the parish 
who volunteer to host the luncheons. Someone from 
the committee will be calling on you for food and help 
when the need arises. 
 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
Help fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 

Place donations in the grocery buggy 
located in the foyer. 

SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention 
Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a 
specific intention each month. You are invited to 
answer the Holy Father's request and to join with many 
people worldwide in praying for this intention each 
month. Only one intention is offered per month, 
whether universal or related to evangelization. 

December 
Universal – The Very Young 

That every country resolutely commits to taking the 
necessary measures to make the future of the very 

young, especially those who suffer, a priority. 
 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net
mailto:nanacbeld@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 

Notify the Parish of Seriously Ill Family 
Member 

If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the parish office.  
 

Bulletin Announcement Deadline 
Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETINGS & SCHEDULED EVENTS: 
12/15 Su Between Masses 

 
6:00pm 

Pancakes with Santa / all Angel Tree gift tags and gifts need to be    
          returned today! 
Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at El Patio 

12/16 M 6:30-8:00pm RCIA in the Conference Room 
12/18 W 6:00-8:00pm 

7:30-8:30pm 
NO Bible Study / NO Youth Group  
Music Practice in the Conference Room 

12/19 Th 6:00pm Simbang Gabi / A Filipino Christmas Tradition / 6:00pm Mass 
with Fr. Dexter Noblefranca from St. Mary’s/Our Lady of the 
Lake in Savannah, TN 

12/23 M 10:00am 
6:30-8:00pm 

Poinsettias delivered; decorate church; lunch buffet 
NO RCIA 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Week of  Dec 15th – 21st    (3rd Week of Advent)          
Sanctuary Candle -  
Bread & Wine 
Flowers 

12/15 Su  
8:00am 
10:45am 
 
1:00pm 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
For those fighting cancer by Ron Szewczyk 
In Honor of Dot & Wayne Alley’s 65th Anniv by Jonathan &  
          Michael Alley 
Spanish Mass  People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

12/16 M 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Don Fisher by Joan Fisher  (from 11/27) 
12/18 W 9:00am Repose of the soul of Don Edward Alley by Dot Alley 
12/19 Th 9:00am Repose of the soul of Russell Case by Dot Alley 
12/20 F 12 Noon Health Intentions of Beverly Jelonek by Dot Alley 
12/21 Sa 5:00pm Repose of the soul of Roger Charest by the Charest Family 

 

Alb Care Volunteers 
Dec – Kathy Yarbro 

 

Altar Linen Care Volunteers 
Dec – Carri Stegeman 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism - A preparation class is required of the 
parents requesting Baptism for their first child. 
Parents and godparents are encouraged to 
attend the class before the baby’s birth.   
Confirmation - is celebrated with students who 
are at least in the 8th grade and have completed 
the requirements for the preparation process in 
our PRE program. 
Matrimony - Couples planning to marry should 
contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date so all parish and diocesan 
requirements may be completed. 
Holy Orders - If you feel called to a vocation in 
the priesthood or religious life, please contact 
the pastor. 
Anointing of the Sick - If you wish to receive 
this sacrament, contact the pastor.  If there is an 
emergency situation, an immediate family 
member should contact the pastor. 
 
 
 

Attendance 
(251 families /721 parishioners) 

 
12/8      62-71-92-67 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   292 

Men of Holy Angels… 
Want to learn more about the Knights?  Visit our 
web page www.holyangelscc.com and learn 
more.  You can even join online! 

Why wait… Do it today!!! 

 
MEETING 

Sunday, December 15th at 6:00pm 
at El Patio Mexican Restaurant 

The Catholic Diocese of Memphis in  
Tennessee encourages all victims, or parents of 

minors who are victims of sexual abuse by a 
bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or 

agent, to report such abuse by phoning any 
of the following numbers: 

Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline 
1-877-237-0004 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 
901-652-4066 

Dir. of Child and Youth Protection 
901-359-2027 

All reports will be treated in a confidential 
manner.  The Diocese of Memphis offers a 

program of psychological and spiritual assistance 
to abused victims in need. 

   (2/14/2019) 

 

FORMED – To sign up FREE of charge as a parishioner of Holy Angels Church, go to www.holyangelscc.formed.org, click on the “REGISTER NOW” button and establish an 
account.  After doing so, you’ll have access to a wealth of material to grow in your faith.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to benefit yourselves and others. 

OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY  Don Edward Alley, 81, brother of Wayne Alley (Dot’s husband),  passed 
away Monday, December 9, 2019 at his home in Iuka, Mississippi.  Funeral services will be private.     
     Russell Case, brother-in-law of Dot Alley, passed away Wednesday, December 11, 2019 in 
Clearwater, Florida.   
     Please keep the Alley families and the Case family in your prayers. 

Collection Report 
for 12/8/19     

Reg Collection   $2150.00 
Online donations 12/12/19  $1695.00 
Children’s Envelopes  $45.50 
Total Reg Collection   $3890.50 
Budget $3,516.00 +$374.50 
Reg Disbursements  12/12/19 $961.48 
Votive Candles   $69.25 
PRE Confirmation  $50.00 
Youth Group  $315.34 
Retired Religious  $491.82 
Christmas Envelope  $5.00 
Immac Conception  $115.00 
Social  $38.50 
Christmas Flowers  $5.00 
B/M Collection   $10.00 
B/M Disbursements 12/12/19  $27.32 

 

 

PRE Attendance – 12/8/19 
Present: 83 out of 107  (77.5%) 
Absent: 24     (5 excused;  19 non-excused) 

 

REMEMBER -- you must call or email your 
excuse into  

CARRIE BELD, DRE 
cell:  731-882-9151 

Email: nanacbeld@yahoo.com 
 

2nd Collections for DECEMBER 
12/1      Building Maintenance 
12/8      Retirement Fund for Religious 
12/25    Villa Vianney 
 

Special Collections for DECEMBER 
12/9      Immaculate Conception Envelope 
12/15    Christmas Flowers 
12/25    Christmas Envelope 
 

GAUDETE SUNDAY – 3rd Sunday of Advent  The 3rd Sunday of Advent (like the 4th 
Sunday of Lent) is a day of joy in the midst of a penitential season.  It is traditionally 
called Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin of the Entrance Antiphon for today: Gaudete in 
Domino semper, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!  The Lord is near” 
(Philippians 4:4-5).  The antiphon captures the mood of the entire liturgy as we move 
into the second part of Advent: there is a sense of joyful expectation, an awareness 
that the fulfillment of God’s great plan for us is near.  That sense is strong in today’s 
readings.  
     The season of Advent originated as a fast of 40 days in preparation for Christmas, 
commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin (11 November), whence it was 
often called "St. Martin's Lent".  Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart to Lent’s Laetare 
Sunday, and provides a similar break about midway through a season which is 
otherwise of a penitential character, and signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.  
The spirit of the Liturgy all through Advent is one of expectation and preparation for 
the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming of Christ.  While the theme 
of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three ways: His first, His present and 
His final Advent, the readings for Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord — 
Christian joy — as well as the mission of St. John the Baptist and his connection with 
Advent. 
     On Gaudete Sunday (also known as “Rose Sunday”, rose-colored vestments are 
worn.  In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose-colored candle is lit in 
addition to two of the violet candles, which represent the first two Sundays of Advent. 
Despite the otherwise somber readings of the season of Advent, which has as a 
secondary theme the need for penitence, the readings on the third Sunday emphasize 
the joyous anticipation of the Lord's coming.   

Dec 15th — Pancakes with Santa     Bring the family for a fun-filled morning sure to 
get all in the holiday spirit!  Come enjoy a delicious breakfast of pancakes, and of 
course, an opportunity to see Santa.  Don’t forget your cameras!  Remember to bring 
your Angel Tree gift tags and gifts with you so Santa’s elves can get everything 
organized and wrapped for our Angel Tree families!!! 
 

     
 

Dec 23rd — Decorate Church and Lunch Buffet  The Christmas poinsettias will be 
delivered the morning of the 23rd.  At 10:00am we will begin decorating the Church 
and end with a festive lunch buffet.  Everyone is invited to come and help. 

 

Dec 17th — O Antiphons  The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons 
since at least the 8th century. They are the antiphons that accompany 
the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a 
magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic 
hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only 
of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative 
"Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.   
 

17th – O Wisdom; 18th – O Adonai; 19th – O Root of Jesse; 20th – O Key of David;  
21st – O Morning Star; 22nd – O King of Nations; 23rd – O Emmanuel 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Tue Christmas Eve December 24th  5:00pm Vigil 
 Wed Midnight Mass December 25th  Midnight 
  Christmas Day December 25th  10:45am 
 Thur Weekday December 26th  9:00am 
 Fri Weekday December 27th  12 Noon 
 Sat The Holy Family December 28th  5:00pm 
 Sun The Holy Family December 29th  8:00, 10:45 & 1:00pm 
 Mon Weekday December 30th   12 Noon 
 Tue Holyday - Vigil December 31st  5:00pm Bilingual Mass 
 Wed Holyday January 1, 2020 8:00 & 10:45 
 

The Parish Office will be closed December 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 
December 31st, and January 1st 

 
 

Dec 19th — Simbang Gabi  A Filipino Christmas Tradition.  Come celebrate 6:00pm 
Mass with Fr. Dexter Noblefranca from St. Mary’s/Our Lady of the Lake in Savannah, 
TN 

Dec 16th — Begin Christmas Novena  The Christmas novena, begins on December 
16, nine days before Christmas, and ends on Christmas Eve. It is a lovely Advent 
tradition that will prepare your heart for the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 

Day 1 – 16th; Day 2 – 17th; Day 3 – 18th; Day 4 – 19th; Day 5 – 20th; 
Day 6 – 21st; Day 7 – 22nd; Day 8 – 23rd; Day 9 – 24th 

 

††† Copies of the Christmas Novena can be found in the foyer ††† 
 

2020 Collection Envelopes  To all envelope users, your box of 2020 collection envelopes are 
available to be picked up in the office hallway.  The box is for the entire year beginning January 1, 
2020.  Envelopes will no longer be mailed.  Please double-check your name and address; notify the 
parish office with any errors.  If you do not find a box of envelopes, contact the parish office.  

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
mailto:nanacbeld@yahoo.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_of_Tours
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin%27s_Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 

Notify the Parish of Seriously Ill Family 
Member 

If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the parish office.  
 

Bulletin Announcement Deadline 
Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETINGS & SCHEDULED EVENTS: 
12/15 Su Between Masses 

 
6:00pm 

Pancakes with Santa / all Angel Tree gift tags and gifts need to be    
          returned today! 
Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at El Patio 

12/16 M 6:30-8:00pm RCIA in the Conference Room 
12/18 W 6:00-8:00pm 

7:30-8:30pm 
NO Bible Study / NO Youth Group  
Music Practice in the Conference Room 

12/19 Th 6:00pm Simbang Gabi / A Filipino Christmas Tradition / 6:00pm Mass 
with Fr. Dexter Noblefranca from St. Mary’s/Our Lady of the 
Lake in Savannah, TN 

12/23 M 10:00am 
6:30-8:00pm 

Poinsettias delivered; decorate church; lunch buffet 
NO RCIA 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Week of  Dec 15th – 21st    (3rd Week of Advent)          
Sanctuary Candle -  
Bread & Wine 
Flowers 

12/15 Su  
8:00am 
10:45am 
 
1:00pm 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
For those fighting cancer by Ron Szewczyk 
In Honor of Dot & Wayne Alley’s 65th Anniv by Jonathan &  
          Michael Alley 
Spanish Mass  People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

12/16 M 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Don Fisher by Joan Fisher  (from 11/27) 
12/18 W 9:00am Repose of the soul of Don Edward Alley by Dot Alley 
12/19 Th 9:00am Repose of the soul of Russell Case by Dot Alley 
12/20 F 12 Noon Health Intentions of Beverly Jelonek by Dot Alley 
12/21 Sa 5:00pm Repose of the soul of Roger Charest by the Charest Family 

 

Alb Care Volunteers 
Dec – Kathy Yarbro 

 

Altar Linen Care Volunteers 
Dec – Carri Stegeman 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism - A preparation class is required of the 
parents requesting Baptism for their first child. 
Parents and godparents are encouraged to 
attend the class before the baby’s birth.   
Confirmation - is celebrated with students who 
are at least in the 8th grade and have completed 
the requirements for the preparation process in 
our PRE program. 
Matrimony - Couples planning to marry should 
contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date so all parish and diocesan 
requirements may be completed. 
Holy Orders - If you feel called to a vocation in 
the priesthood or religious life, please contact 
the pastor. 
Anointing of the Sick - If you wish to receive 
this sacrament, contact the pastor.  If there is an 
emergency situation, an immediate family 
member should contact the pastor. 
 
 
 

Attendance 
(251 families /721 parishioners) 
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Men of Holy Angels… 
Want to learn more about the Knights?  Visit our 
web page www.holyangelscc.com and learn 
more.  You can even join online! 

Why wait… Do it today!!! 

 
MEETING 

Sunday, December 15th at 6:00pm 
at El Patio Mexican Restaurant 

The Catholic Diocese of Memphis in  
Tennessee encourages all victims, or parents of 

minors who are victims of sexual abuse by a 
bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or 

agent, to report such abuse by phoning any 
of the following numbers: 

Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline 
1-877-237-0004 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 
901-652-4066 

Dir. of Child and Youth Protection 
901-359-2027 

All reports will be treated in a confidential 
manner.  The Diocese of Memphis offers a 

program of psychological and spiritual assistance 
to abused victims in need. 

   (2/14/2019) 

 

FORMED – To sign up FREE of charge as a parishioner of Holy Angels Church, go to www.holyangelscc.formed.org, click on the “REGISTER NOW” button and establish an 
account.  After doing so, you’ll have access to a wealth of material to grow in your faith.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to benefit yourselves and others. 

OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY  Don Edward Alley, 81, brother of Wayne Alley (Dot’s husband),  passed 
away Monday, December 9, 2019 at his home in Iuka, Mississippi.  Funeral services will be private.     
     Russell Case, brother-in-law of Dot Alley, passed away Wednesday, December 11, 2019 in 
Clearwater, Florida.   
     Please keep the Alley families and the Case family in your prayers. 

Collection Report 
for 12/8/19     

Reg Collection   $2150.00 
Online donations 12/12/19  $1695.00 
Children’s Envelopes  $45.50 
Total Reg Collection   $3890.50 
Budget $3,516.00 +$374.50 
Reg Disbursements  12/12/19 $961.48 
Votive Candles   $69.25 
PRE Confirmation  $50.00 
Youth Group  $315.34 
Retired Religious  $491.82 
Christmas Envelope  $5.00 
Immac Conception  $115.00 
Social  $38.50 
Christmas Flowers  $5.00 
B/M Collection   $10.00 
B/M Disbursements 12/12/19  $27.32 

 

 

PRE Attendance – 12/8/19 
Present: 83 out of 107  (77.5%) 
Absent: 24     (5 excused;  19 non-excused) 

 

REMEMBER -- you must call or email your 
excuse into  

CARRIE BELD, DRE 
cell:  731-882-9151 

Email: nanacbeld@yahoo.com 
 

2nd Collections for DECEMBER 
12/1      Building Maintenance 
12/8      Retirement Fund for Religious 
12/25    Villa Vianney 
 

Special Collections for DECEMBER 
12/9      Immaculate Conception Envelope 
12/15    Christmas Flowers 
12/25    Christmas Envelope 
 

GAUDETE SUNDAY – 3rd Sunday of Advent  The 3rd Sunday of Advent (like the 4th 
Sunday of Lent) is a day of joy in the midst of a penitential season.  It is traditionally 
called Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin of the Entrance Antiphon for today: Gaudete in 
Domino semper, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!  The Lord is near” 
(Philippians 4:4-5).  The antiphon captures the mood of the entire liturgy as we move 
into the second part of Advent: there is a sense of joyful expectation, an awareness 
that the fulfillment of God’s great plan for us is near.  That sense is strong in today’s 
readings.  
     The season of Advent originated as a fast of 40 days in preparation for Christmas, 
commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin (11 November), whence it was 
often called "St. Martin's Lent".  Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart to Lent’s Laetare 
Sunday, and provides a similar break about midway through a season which is 
otherwise of a penitential character, and signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.  
The spirit of the Liturgy all through Advent is one of expectation and preparation for 
the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming of Christ.  While the theme 
of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three ways: His first, His present and 
His final Advent, the readings for Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord — 
Christian joy — as well as the mission of St. John the Baptist and his connection with 
Advent. 
     On Gaudete Sunday (also known as “Rose Sunday”, rose-colored vestments are 
worn.  In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose-colored candle is lit in 
addition to two of the violet candles, which represent the first two Sundays of Advent. 
Despite the otherwise somber readings of the season of Advent, which has as a 
secondary theme the need for penitence, the readings on the third Sunday emphasize 
the joyous anticipation of the Lord's coming.   

Dec 15th — Pancakes with Santa     Bring the family for a fun-filled morning sure to 
get all in the holiday spirit!  Come enjoy a delicious breakfast of pancakes, and of 
course, an opportunity to see Santa.  Don’t forget your cameras!  Remember to bring 
your Angel Tree gift tags and gifts with you so Santa’s elves can get everything 
organized and wrapped for our Angel Tree families!!! 
 

     
 

Dec 23rd — Decorate Church and Lunch Buffet  The Christmas poinsettias will be 
delivered the morning of the 23rd.  At 10:00am we will begin decorating the Church 
and end with a festive lunch buffet.  Everyone is invited to come and help. 

 

Dec 17th — O Antiphons  The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons 
since at least the 8th century. They are the antiphons that accompany 
the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a 
magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic 
hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only 
of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative 
"Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.   
 

17th – O Wisdom; 18th – O Adonai; 19th – O Root of Jesse; 20th – O Key of David;  
21st – O Morning Star; 22nd – O King of Nations; 23rd – O Emmanuel 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Tue Christmas Eve December 24th  5:00pm Vigil 
 Wed Midnight Mass December 25th  Midnight 
  Christmas Day December 25th  10:45am 
 Thur Weekday December 26th  9:00am 
 Fri Weekday December 27th  12 Noon 
 Sat The Holy Family December 28th  5:00pm 
 Sun The Holy Family December 29th  8:00, 10:45 & 1:00pm 
 Mon Weekday December 30th   12 Noon 
 Tue Holyday - Vigil December 31st  5:00pm Bilingual Mass 
 Wed Holyday January 1, 2020 8:00 & 10:45 
 

The Parish Office will be closed December 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 
December 31st, and January 1st 

 
 

Dec 19th — Simbang Gabi  A Filipino Christmas Tradition.  Come celebrate 6:00pm 
Mass with Fr. Dexter Noblefranca from St. Mary’s/Our Lady of the Lake in Savannah, 
TN 

Dec 16th — Begin Christmas Novena  The Christmas novena, begins on December 
16, nine days before Christmas, and ends on Christmas Eve. It is a lovely Advent 
tradition that will prepare your heart for the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 

Day 1 – 16th; Day 2 – 17th; Day 3 – 18th; Day 4 – 19th; Day 5 – 20th; 
Day 6 – 21st; Day 7 – 22nd; Day 8 – 23rd; Day 9 – 24th 

 

††† Copies of the Christmas Novena can be found in the foyer ††† 
 

2020 Collection Envelopes  To all envelope users, your box of 2020 collection envelopes are 
available to be picked up in the office hallway.  The box is for the entire year beginning January 1, 
2020.  Envelopes will no longer be mailed.  Please double-check your name and address; notify the 
parish office with any errors.  If you do not find a box of envelopes, contact the parish office.  

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
mailto:nanacbeld@yahoo.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_of_Tours
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin%27s_Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         
 

HO LY  ANG E L S  
CA T H O L I C   CH U RC H 

 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
 

DECEMBER 
Month of the Divine Infancy 

 
“Lord, come and save us.”  

–Ps 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am; 10:45am & Spanish Mass at 1:00pm 

Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 
First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 

(Holydays: See special announcement in bulletin) 
CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  

Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

December 15, 2019  —  3rd Sunday of Advent (A) — Gaudete Sunday 

Holy Angels Catholic Church 
535 Tucker Street 
Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873 
  
Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 
  

www.holyangelscc.com  

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 
 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 
 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 
 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 
 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 
 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Carrie Beld, Director (cell: 731-882-9151)  
Email: nanacbeld@yahoo.com 
Office Hours: Sunday 8:45am - 10:45am 
 

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell:  731-297-6197) 
Tanya Larraga, Assistant 
Wednesday Evenings 6:00-8:00pm 

NEW OFFICE HOURS as of 8/1/19 
M – F  9:00am – 4:00pm 

(Closed 12 noon – 1:00pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic 
faith.  We pray that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a 
meaningful one for you.  If you are a new member in the parish, complete 
a census form and return it to the church office.   Census forms can be 
found in the foyer.  To date we have 251 families and 721 parishioners. 

3rd Sunday of Advent (A)                                                          Dec 14/15, 2019 
DECEMBER -- Month of the Divine Infancy 

On both the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of Advent, John the Baptist is a central figure in 
the Gospel.  Last Sunday we heard Matthew’s Chapter 3, in which he recounts the 
story of John preaching a baptism of repentance in the Jordan River.  Today the 
Scriptures fast-forward us to Chapter 11 where the disciples, in the name of John 
the Baptist, who is now in prison, confront an adult Jesus at the threshold of his 
ministry.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus assures John’s disciples that he is truly the 
fulfillment of the words of the prophet Isaiah that we hear in the first reading: “The 
blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed…”   
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10)  There is much joy and anticipation as we 
await rare desert flowers and miraculous cures.  The hills ring with joyful song.  
God restores all that has become barren to former beauty, and those who have 
been taken captive in Babylon will be freed and will enter Zion (Jerusalem) singing.  
The feeble grow strong; the frightened take courage.  The Lord comes to save us.  
“Here is your God, / he comes with vindication… / he comes to save you” (Isaiah 
35:4).  The coming of the Lord will be a time of full blossoming of the earth, total 
healing of human infirmities and restoration of all that had been lost.  What 
encouragement for the feeble and the frightened, to hear they will be made whole 
again!  What hope these words gave to Israel in exile.  This frightened, wounded 
people will return to their homeland, their beloved Zion (Jerusalem), with great joy 
and song. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10)  Psalm 146 is a  song of  
praise giving thanks to God for all that he has done.  The response is fashioned 
from Isaiah 35:4, reiterating the notion that our God will come and save us.  The 
tense of the psalm reminds us that this is not a concept from of old, but a reality 
for today.  Psalm 146 is the joyful prayer of one who has lived through terrible 
times only to shine forth praising God’s name.  Faith and trust are learned amidst 
pain and suffering.  Note the marvelous deeds for which the Lord is praised in 
each of the three stanzas.  The promises heard in today’s First Reading are 
experienced as fulfilled.  The Lord in king in Zion.  
 

SECOND READING (James 5:7-10)  Patience is a difficult virtue to learn and 
act upon.  None of us wants to hear “in God’s time.”  We want what we want now.  
Yet, in his wisdom, James counsels that we must wait patiently and joyously, and 
to never give up.  Temptation and rash judgments are things which can get us into 
trouble when we do not think things through and spontaneously act upon our 
desires.  We must be patient.  Let the seed grow.   
     “Be patient until the coming of the Lord,” said the author of the letter of James.  
“The Judge is standing before the gates.”  Take the prophets as your models in 
facing hardship.  They spoke in the Lord’s name.  Patience is mentioned four times 
in today’s reading.  For those to whom James writes, there seemed an endless delay 
as they awaited expectantly the coming of the Lord.  Can we identify with this 
attitude?  Or is it something foreign to us?  Are we expectantly awaiting the Lord’s 
coming?  James also insists that the members of his community be patient with 
one another.  Should they need models of patience, let them look to the prophets.  
Some of them had to wait a long time for the fulfillment of God’s promises!     
 

GOSPEL (Matthew 11:2-11)  It is ironic that as we speak of waiting, John the 
Baptist becomes impatient, wondering “are you [Jesus] the one who is to come or 
should we look for another?  He seems disappointed that there is not a big, fiery 
finish.  Jesus rebukes him and, paraphrasing Isaiah, says that the prophecies have 
now been fulfilled.  However, realizing he responded quickly, Jesus goes on to tell 
the crowds the great things that John has done. 
     John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we look for another?”  Jesus answered them affirmatively, pointing to the blind 
who see, the lame who walk, the lepers who are cured and the poor who hear from 
him good news of hope.  Jesus’s answer to the question of John’s disciples echoes 
the words of the prophet Isaiah.  In fact, Jesus’s words and deeds bear witness to 
their fulfillment.  Jesus gives testimony to John the Baptist’s important role in the 
history of salvation.  His presence and ministry is the fulfillment of the prophecy 
of Malachi: the Lord’s messenger will prepare his way—and so John has done. 
 

 
 

Readings:  3rd Week of Advent 
Su 12/15 Is 35:1-6, 10 • Ps 146:6-10 • James 5:7-10 • 

Matt 11:2-11 
M 12/16 Num 24:2-7, 15-17 • Ps 25:4-9 • Matt 21:23-27 
Tu 12/17 Gen 49:2, 8-10 • Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17 • Matt 1:1-

17 
W 12/18 Jer 23:5-8 • Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 • Matt 1:18-

25 
Th 12/19 Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 • Ps 71:3-6, 16-17 • Luke 

1:5-25 
F 12/20 Is 7:10-14 • Ps 24:1-6 • Luke 1:26-38 
Sa 12/21 Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Seph 3:14-18 • Ps 

33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 • Luke 1:39-45 
 

Anniversaries Dec 15th – 21st              
12/15   Kelly & Damion Unland 
 
Birthdays Dec 15th – 21st             
12/15   Angel Rodríguez 
12/16   Elvia Garzon, Arturo Martinez 
12/17   Etilcia Hendrickson, Erin Rudolph, Cheryl Spence 
12/18   George Lombas, May Stuart 
12/20   Nicolas Martin, Maria Vasquez 
12/21   Esgar Madrid 
 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the 
pastor before making any arrangements with the 
funeral home regarding the date and time of visitation, 
the funeral Mass or service at the funeral home. 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the 
family of the deceased requests one. The Hospitality 
Committee consists of several women from the parish 
who volunteer to host the luncheons. Someone from 
the committee will be calling on you for food and help 
when the need arises. 
 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
Help fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 

Place donations in the grocery buggy 
located in the foyer. 

SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention 
Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a 
specific intention each month. You are invited to 
answer the Holy Father's request and to join with many 
people worldwide in praying for this intention each 
month. Only one intention is offered per month, 
whether universal or related to evangelization. 

December 
Universal – The Very Young 

That every country resolutely commits to taking the 
necessary measures to make the future of the very 

young, especially those who suffer, a priority. 
 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net
mailto:nanacbeld@yahoo.com

	Mission Statement
	p2.pdf
	Mission Statement


