
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         
 

HOLY  ANGELS  
CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
 

MARCH 
Month of St. Joseph 

 
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 

Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am and 11:00am  

Spanish Mass: Sunday at 1:00pm 
Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 

First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 
(Holydays & Holidays: See special announcement in bulletin) 

CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  
Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

March 28, 2021 — Palm Sunday (B) — HOLY WEEK 

Holy Angels Catholic Church 
535 Tucker Street 

Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873 
  
Parish Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 
  

www.holyangelscc.com 

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 
 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 
 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 
 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 
 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 
 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Director (DRE):  Jamie McGowan 
Email:   
Parish Office Hours: M-F   9:00am - 4:00pm  
                                      or by appointment 
 

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell: 731-297-6197) 
Assistant:  Tanya Larraga  
Wednesday Evenings 6:00-8:00pm 

Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
(Closed 12:30 – 1:30pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic faith.  We pray 
that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a meaningful one for you.  If you are 
a new member in the parish, complete a census form and return it to the church office.   
Census forms can be found in the foyer.  To date we have 140 families and 353 
parishioners. 

Palm Sunday (B)                                                                   Mar 27/28, 2021 
MARCH -- Month of St. Joseph 

 

 Holy Week is the richest time of the year liturgically, but not necessarily the best 
for homilies since the liturgies themselves are long and convey their message through word 
and symbol, which stimulate prayer and reflection.  Various themes are pervasive at this 
time: (1) The Old Testament readings for Passion Sunday and the weekdays of Holy Week 
are from the Servant Songs of Isaiah, which depict a figure whose suffering brings freedom 
to others.  (2) Walking with Jesus on the way of the cross.  (3) The foot washing on Holy 
Thursday is a powerful model of love expressed in service.  This is the legacy of Jesus to 
his disciples which they are to honor through mutual service.  (4) The universalism of 
God’s love is manifest in the saving events of the cross and the resurrection.  The solemn 
prayers on Good Friday evoke this.   
 As Easter approaches, and Christians are summoned to celebrate Christ’s victory 
over death and walk in the newness of life, it is important that practices and insights gained 
during Lent do not end with Easter.  In the early Church, the period between Easter and 
Pentecost was the time of “enlightenment,” or a journey of deeper understanding into the 
Paschal Mystery which would be sustained by the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  It 
remains so for our pilgrim Church today.  
 

GOSPEL AT THE PROCESSION WITH PALMS (B)  (Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-
16)  Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph and left in ignominy.  He entered carried by a 
donkey colt, hailed by the crowds with branches and hosannas.  He left walking, even 
stumbling under the weight of the Cross, to the place of execution outside the city walls, 
jeered there by the bystanders.  Lent is a season of paradox, a season of contradictions, a 
season of successes and failures, culminating in the great paradox of the Cross, where all 
apparent failure yields to the ultimate triumph of life over death. 
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 50:4-7)  During his public ministry, Jesus did speak to the 
weary, the hopeless, the sick and the grieving, a word that roused them to new purpose, 
the purpose of the gospel.  Jesus continues to do so today, as we gather to hear the word 
proclaimed.  But the prophet does not hide the cost.  Jesus did indeed appear to be 
disgraced and shamed in the eyes of his short-sighted enemies, but opposition did not keep 
him from his appointed mission, as it must not keep us, his disciples. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24)  The words of the 
psalmist’s lament are filled with complaint and self pity.  He is mocked, scoffed at and 
insulted by those around him, who say, “He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him.”  Yet 
he cannot give up on the Lord.  So complain he does (22:17-18, 19), but then reminds the 
Lord to “be not far from me; / O my help, hasten to aid me” (22:19).  These words speak 
of a familiar relationship that allows him to trust in the midst of great human misery.  
Fearful, angry and in great need, the psalmist turns to the Lord, whose name he will ever 
praise and proclaim.  So, too, we are encouraged to turn to the Lord in times of trouble, 
to speak our hearts, to complain and to cry out with fear and loneliness.  It is thus that the 
relationship between human and divine grows richer and deeper so that we can pray with 
the psalmist, “hasten to aid me.” 
 

SECOND READING (Philippians 2:6-11)  This great early Christian hymn takes us 
through the overarching mystery of the Cross, which begins with the word’s self-emptying 
in the Incarnation and continues through a life of human suffering, even to the obedience 
of death on a cross.  But the glory of Easter already shines through the dark chapters of 
Jesus’ life, beckoning us forward in his footsteps. 
 

GOSPEL (Matthew 26:14—27:266 or 27:11-54)  In this shorter and most stark of the 
Passion narratives, the evangelist weaves into the simple unfolding of events, threads of 
older Scriptures that illumine the underlying meaning of what is happening.  Some are 
heavy with literary irony: passages that tell the deeper truth about the Christ are quoted 
against him when in fact they validate his person and his mission beyond the wildest 
dreams of his opponents.  Truth speaks with many voices but will not be silenced, not 
even by the stillness of death. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Readings:  Palm Sunday (B) —  
HOLY WEEK 

Su 3/28 Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 • Is 50:4-7 • 
Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 • Phil 2”6-11 • Mark 
14:1—15:47 

M 3/29 Is 42:1-7 • Ps 27:1-3, 13-14 • John 12:1-11 
Tu 3/30 Is 49:1-6 • Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17 • John 1321-33, 

36-38 
W 3/31 Is 50:4-9a • Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34 • 

Matt 26:14-25 
Th 4/1 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 • Ps 116:12-13, 15-18 •  

1 Cor 11:23-26 • John 13:1-15 
F 4/2 Is 52:13—53:12 • Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25 

• Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 • John 18:1—19:42 
Sa 4/3 Gen 1:1—2:2 • Ex 1415—15:1 • Ex 15:1-6, 

17-18 • Rom 6:3-11 • Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
    

 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the pastor 
before making any arrangements with the funeral home 
regarding the date and time of visitation, the funeral Mass or 
service at the funeral home. 
 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the family of the 
deceased requests one. The Hospitality Committee consists of 
several women from the parish who volunteer to host the 
luncheons. Someone from the committee will be calling on you 
for food and help when the need arises. 
 

Pope Francis’  M o n thly 
Prayer Intention 

Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a specific 
intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy 
Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in 
praying for this intention each month. Only one intention is 
offered per month, whether universal or related to 
evangelization. 

MARCH 
Intention for Evangelization 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of 
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste  

     
 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
 

Help us fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 
Place donations in the grocery buggy located in the 

hallway at the canopy entrance 
 to the Parish Hall. 

SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 
 

Anniversaries: Mar 28th – Apr 3rd                
None this week 
 

Birthdays: Mar 28th – Apr 3rd       
3/28   Timothy Kellett 
3/29   Daniel Hodge 
3/31   Cathy Bona, Andy Schumacher 
4/1     Thomas McKay, Justin Revell, Austin Smith 
4/2     Ivan Bocanegra, Aiden McCallen Riley 

 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 

 

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 
Notify the Parish of Seriously 

Ill Family Member 
If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the Parish Office.  
 

Bulletin Announcement 
Deadline 

Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: Week of Mar 28th 
–  A p r  3rd                
 Sanctuary Candle – Memory of Mary Jo Sims by Moe Sims 

3/28 Su  
8:00am 
11:00am 
1:00pm 

PALM SUNDAY  
Repose of the soul of Greg West by Darrell and Chris West 
Repose of the soul of Joan Fisher by Dot Alley 
Spanish Mass  People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

3/29 M 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Patricia Ann Pease by Marge Pinkowski 
3/31 W 12 Noon NO Mass per Fr. Patrick 
4/1 Th  

7:00pm 
HOLY THURSDAY – The Last Supper  
For all priests serving in the Catholic Diocese of Memphis 

4/2 F  
12 Noon 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY – The Passion of the Lord  
Stations of the Cross 
Divine Mercy Novena and Hour of Mercy 
Good Friday / Veneration of the Cross         

4/3 Sa  
8:00pm 

HOLY SATURDAY – Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

4/4 Su 6:00am 
 
11:00am 

 

Sunrise Service Repose of the soul of J. Crus Ribera by Ciria   
          Martinez 
Repose of the soul of Dr. George L. Yarbro, Jr. by Alicia Hanson 

          
 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism - A preparation class is required of the 
parents requesting Baptism for their first child. 
Parents and godparents are encouraged to 
attend the class before the baby’s birth.   
Confirmation - is celebrated with students 
who are at least in the 8th grade and have 
completed the requirements for the preparation 
process in our PRE program. 
Matrimony - Couples planning to marry 
should contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior 
to the proposed date so all parish and diocesan 
requirements may be completed. 
Holy Orders - If you feel called to a vocation 
in the priesthood or religious life, please contact 
the pastor. 
Anointing of the Sick - If you wish to 
receive this sacrament, contact the pastor.  If 
there is an emergency situation, an immediate 
family member should contact the pastor. 
 
 
 

The Catholic Diocese of Memphis in  
Tennessee encourages all victims, or parents of 

minors who are victims of sexual abuse by a 
bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or 

agent, to report such abuse by phoning any 
of the following numbers: 

Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline 
1-877-237-0004 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 
901-652-4066 

Dir. of Child and Youth Protection 
901-359-2027 

All reports will be treated in a confidential 
manner.  The Diocese of Memphis offers a 

program of psychological and spiritual 
assistance to abused victims in need. 

   (2/14/2019) 

 

FORMED – To sign up FREE of charge as a parishioner of Holy Angels Church, go to www.holyangelscc.formed.org, click on the “REGISTER NOW” button and establish an 
account.  After doing so, you’ll have access to a wealth of material to grow in your faith.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to benefit yourselves and others. 

Collection Report 

3/20-21/2021 
    

Reg Collection   $1534.00 
Online donations  $580.00 
Total Reg Collection  $2114.00 
Budget $3516.00 -$1402.00 
Reg Disbursements 3/25/21 -0- 
Votive Candles  $8.00 
Easter Flowers  $110.00 
Catholic Relief Services  $126.50 
B/M Collection  $160.00 
B/M Disbursements 3/25/21 -0- 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2nd Collections for April 
4/4     Building Maintenance 
4/4     Easter Envelope 
4/11   Seminarian Education 
4/25   Catholic Home Missions 
 

Special Collections for April 
4/2     Good Friday / The Holy Land  
4/25   Mother’s Day Remembrance Envelope    
 

If you do not contribute online, you can 
drop-off or mail your weekly collection 

checks to the Parish Office. 
To drop-off your check, use the outside 

black secure mailbox located at the office 
door on Tucker Street.   

 
 

Attendance 
(140 families /353 parishioners) 

 
3/20-21   37-47-61-27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  172 
 

       MINISTERS SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK:  
Apr 1   Holy Thurs 7:00pm 
Lector  Beth Bell 
Eucharistic Ministers Christi Boone 
  Jennifer Ebelhar 
Altar Servers NEED at least 3 
Ushers Jake Ebelhar 
  Moe Sims 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Ushers 

Apr 2  Good Friday 7:00pm 
Lector #1 Jamie McGowan 
Lector #2 Madison McGowan 
Eucharistic Ministers Kathy Yarbro 
  Ken Dunn 
Altar Servers  NEED at least 3 
Ushers Joseph McGowan 
  Rad Hunsley 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Ushers         

Apr 3/4   
Easter Vigil 
8:00pm 

Sunrise Service 
6:00am  11:00am 

Lector Marilyn Luckenbaugh Terry Stanionis Carol Thompson 
Eucharistic Ministers Sue Hurst Christie Boone Sarah James 
  Janet Pepito J C Rivera Janet Pepito 
Altar Servers              1)       
                                  2)        
                                  3)       
Ushers Volunteer Sylvester Simpson Enrique Rodriquez 
  Bryan Frank Nerio Pepito 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Apr 10/11 5:00pm 8:00am 11:00am 
Lectors Barbara Pugh Ghett Cayabas Richard Spence 
Eucharistic Ministers Judy Boehmler Jamie McGowan Dot Alley 
    Phyllis Kraus Enrique Rodriquez 
Ushers Sue Hurst J C Rivera Kyle Cozort 
  Volunteer Moe Sims Tucker Cozort 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 

 

Mar 31st —  Scriptural Rosary  The Scriptural Rosary will be recited on 
Wednesday, March 31st at 5:45pm in the Church.  Following the life of Christ, we will be reciting the 
Joyful Mysteries this week.  Masks will be required and social distancing will be observed. 
 

Mar 30th —  The Chrism Mass  Traditionally, the Chrism Mass is celebrated 
the morning of Holy Thursday.  This can present undue difficulties, so, in many dioceses, it is 
celebrated earlier in Holy Week.  The priests of the diocese gather with the bishop in the cathedral 
church.  During the Mass, the bishop blesses the oil of the catechumens, the oil of the sick and 
consecrates the sacred chrism.  One of the important aspects of the Chrism Mass is the way it 
manifests the priests’ communion with their bishop, and therefore the Missal takes special note of 
the high desirability that all priests participate in the Mass.  As The Roman Pontifical explains, “The 
Chrism Mass is one of the principal expressions of the fullness of the Bishop’s Priesthood and 
signifies the close unity of the Priests with him.”  For many dioceses the Chrism Mass is one of the 
highlights of the year as it manifests the true nature of the Church as the liturgical assembly, priests, 
deacons and faithful, gathered around the bishop. 
 
 
 

Alb Care Volunteers* 
March – Judy Boehmler 

 
*Following COVID sanitation guidelines, 
altar servers will not be wearing albs for 

Masses because it is impossible to launder 
them in between Masses.   

 
Altar Linen Care Volunteers 

March – Debbie McAndrew 
  

 
 Men of Holy Angels… 

Want to learn more about the Knights? 
Visit www.holyangelscc.com and learn more. 

Why wait… Do it today!!! 

 
MEETING 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 
6:00pm in the Conference Room 

 

 

Apr 2nd —  Good Friday Stations of the Cross Everyone is welcome 
and encouraged to participate in this popular devotion that accompanies the final events in the life of 
Jesus.  Feel free to join us this Friday, April 2nd at 12 Noon for the Stations of the Cross in the church.  
Mask protocol and social distancing will be in effect. 
 
 

A Celebration of St. Joseph  To honor the 150th Anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph 
as a patron of the universal church, Pope Francis has decreed a special year of celebration of the man 
who was our Lord’s earthly father.  In a December 8, 2020 apostolic letter entitles Patris Corde 
(With a Father’s Heart), Pope Francis wrote “St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or 
in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.  A word of recognition and 
of gratitude is due to them all.”  His profession as a carpenter led Joseph to be designated the patron 
saint of workers.  And his devotion to God, despite being initially troubled by Mary’s pregnancy, is 
an inspiring example of triumph of faith over doubt.   

“Year of Saint Joseph” — December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021 

Apr 9-11 —  E x c i ting SEARCH Retreat for Youth    SEARCH is a 
wonderful weekend experience in Christian living designed to help young Christians develop and 
grow their relationship with God and others.  SEARCH will take place April 9-11 at Compass 
Community School (formerly Memphis Catholic HS) for High School students in 11th-12th grade.   
Only 30 participants will be accepted in order to follow all safety requirements. Register at 
SEARCHRetreat; fee is $65. Please direct any questions to rebecca.talarico@cc.cdom.org or 

 

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal  If you have not yet completed your card, please prayerfully 
make your pledge and mail it to the Diocese or return it to the church office.  As of March 19th we 
are 79.24% towards our goal of $17,000 with 32.14% participation.  Our goal is to have 100% 

   
 

Apr 1st and 2nd —  O L Q P Retreat Center Presents Holy Week 
Events   Our Lady Queen of Peace Retreat Center is presenting Liturgy & Prayers on Holy 
Thursday, April 1, and Good Friday, April 2.  Bishop Emeritus Steib is leading the celebrations 
with Deacon Davis.  The preferred plan begins Holy Thursday afternoon with Liturgy, Adoration, 
dinner and lodging.  Good Friday includes meals, prayer period, Stations of the Cross, and 
Commemoration of the Lord's Supper.  The single-day plan begins on Good Friday and includes a 
prayer period, lunch, Stations of the Cross and Commemoration of the Lord's Supper.  Call 731-548-
2500 and/or go to OLQPRetreats for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLQP Retreat Center Offering Three Programs  Our Lady Queen of Peace Retreat Center 
is pleased to present three programs:   
I Am With You Always -- April 16-18 (Women’s Retreat with Msgr. Al Kirk) 
                                         April 30-May 2 (Men/Women Retreat with Bishop Emeritus Terry Steib) 
An Ignatian Silent Retreat -- May 21-23 (Men/Women Retreat) 

Please call 731-548-2500 to register or for further information go to: OLQPRetreats 

Apr 2nd —  Good Friday Collection Each year we are asked to contribute 
to a special collection “pro Terra Sancta,” for the Holy Land.  Postponed last year because of COVID, 
the Pontifical Good Friday Collection returns this year to that sacred day when our eyes turn to 
Jerusalem and we gather to recall the Passion and death of our Lord.  The Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection is devoted to the preservation of the Holy Places of pilgrimage and to pastoral, charitable, 
educational, and social works of our Christian sisters and brothers there.  Thank you for your support 
of this important appeal which makes a real difference in safeguarding the Christian presence in this 

      
 
 

http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
http://www.holyangelscc.com/
https://webview.shelbyinc.com/app/07120/default.aspx?tabindex=2&tabid=21
mailto:rebecca.talarico@cc.cdom.org
mailto:sharon.kowalke@cc.cdom.org
http://www.olqpretreats.com/
http://www.olqpretreats.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 

 

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 
Notify the Parish of Seriously 

Ill Family Member 
If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the Parish Office.  
 

Bulletin Announcement 
Deadline 

Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: Week of Mar 28th 
–  A p r  3rd                
 Sanctuary Candle – Memory of Mary Jo Sims by Moe Sims 

3/28 Su  
8:00am 
11:00am 
1:00pm 

PALM SUNDAY  
Repose of the soul of Greg West by Darrell and Chris West 
Repose of the soul of Joan Fisher by Dot Alley 
Spanish Mass  People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

3/29 M 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Patricia Ann Pease by Marge Pinkowski 
3/31 W 12 Noon NO Mass per Fr. Patrick 
4/1 Th  

7:00pm 
HOLY THURSDAY – The Last Supper  
For all priests serving in the Catholic Diocese of Memphis 

4/2 F  
12 Noon 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

GOOD FRIDAY – The Passion of the Lord  
Stations of the Cross 
Divine Mercy Novena and Hour of Mercy 
Good Friday / Veneration of the Cross         

4/3 Sa  
8:00pm 

HOLY SATURDAY – Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
People of Holy Angels, living and deceased 

4/4 Su 6:00am 
 
11:00am 

 

Sunrise Service Repose of the soul of J. Crus Ribera by Ciria   
          Martinez 
Repose of the soul of Dr. George L. Yarbro, Jr. by Alicia Hanson 

          
 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism - A preparation class is required of the 
parents requesting Baptism for their first child. 
Parents and godparents are encouraged to 
attend the class before the baby’s birth.   
Confirmation - is celebrated with students 
who are at least in the 8th grade and have 
completed the requirements for the preparation 
process in our PRE program. 
Matrimony - Couples planning to marry 
should contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior 
to the proposed date so all parish and diocesan 
requirements may be completed. 
Holy Orders - If you feel called to a vocation 
in the priesthood or religious life, please contact 
the pastor. 
Anointing of the Sick - If you wish to 
receive this sacrament, contact the pastor.  If 
there is an emergency situation, an immediate 
family member should contact the pastor. 
 
 
 

The Catholic Diocese of Memphis in  
Tennessee encourages all victims, or parents of 

minors who are victims of sexual abuse by a 
bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or 

agent, to report such abuse by phoning any 
of the following numbers: 

Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline 
1-877-237-0004 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 
901-652-4066 

Dir. of Child and Youth Protection 
901-359-2027 

All reports will be treated in a confidential 
manner.  The Diocese of Memphis offers a 

program of psychological and spiritual 
assistance to abused victims in need. 

   (2/14/2019) 

 

FORMED – To sign up FREE of charge as a parishioner of Holy Angels Church, go to www.holyangelscc.formed.org, click on the “REGISTER NOW” button and establish an 
account.  After doing so, you’ll have access to a wealth of material to grow in your faith.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to benefit yourselves and others. 

Collection Report 

3/20-21/2021 
    

Reg Collection   $1534.00 
Online donations  $580.00 
Total Reg Collection  $2114.00 
Budget $3516.00 -$1402.00 
Reg Disbursements 3/25/21 -0- 
Votive Candles  $8.00 
Easter Flowers  $110.00 
Catholic Relief Services  $126.50 
B/M Collection  $160.00 
B/M Disbursements 3/25/21 -0- 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2nd Collections for April 
4/4     Building Maintenance 
4/4     Easter Envelope 
4/11   Seminarian Education 
4/25   Catholic Home Missions 
 

Special Collections for April 
4/2     Good Friday / The Holy Land  
4/25   Mother’s Day Remembrance Envelope    
 

If you do not contribute online, you can 
drop-off or mail your weekly collection 

checks to the Parish Office. 
To drop-off your check, use the outside 

black secure mailbox located at the office 
door on Tucker Street.   

 
 

Attendance 
(140 families /353 parishioners) 

 
3/20-21   37-47-61-27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  172 
 

       MINISTERS SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK:  
Apr 1   Holy Thurs 7:00pm 
Lector  Beth Bell 
Eucharistic Ministers Christi Boone 
  Jennifer Ebelhar 
Altar Servers NEED at least 3 
Ushers Jake Ebelhar 
  Moe Sims 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Ushers 

Apr 2  Good Friday 7:00pm 
Lector #1 Jamie McGowan 
Lector #2 Madison McGowan 
Eucharistic Ministers Kathy Yarbro 
  Ken Dunn 
Altar Servers  NEED at least 3 
Ushers Joseph McGowan 
  Rad Hunsley 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Ushers         

Apr 3/4   
Easter Vigil 
8:00pm 

Sunrise Service 
6:00am  11:00am 

Lector Marilyn Luckenbaugh Terry Stanionis Carol Thompson 
Eucharistic Ministers Sue Hurst Christie Boone Sarah James 
  Janet Pepito J C Rivera Janet Pepito 
Altar Servers              1)       
                                  2)        
                                  3)       
Ushers Volunteer Sylvester Simpson Enrique Rodriquez 
  Bryan Frank Nerio Pepito 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Apr 10/11 5:00pm 8:00am 11:00am 
Lectors Barbara Pugh Ghett Cayabas Richard Spence 
Eucharistic Ministers Judy Boehmler Jamie McGowan Dot Alley 
    Phyllis Kraus Enrique Rodriquez 
Ushers Sue Hurst J C Rivera Kyle Cozort 
  Volunteer Moe Sims Tucker Cozort 
Greeter Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 
Honor Family Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher Volunteer/Usher 

 

Mar 31st —  Scriptural Rosary  The Scriptural Rosary will be recited on 
Wednesday, March 31st at 5:45pm in the Church.  Following the life of Christ, we will be reciting the 
Joyful Mysteries this week.  Masks will be required and social distancing will be observed. 
 

Mar 30th —  The Chrism Mass  Traditionally, the Chrism Mass is celebrated 
the morning of Holy Thursday.  This can present undue difficulties, so, in many dioceses, it is 
celebrated earlier in Holy Week.  The priests of the diocese gather with the bishop in the cathedral 
church.  During the Mass, the bishop blesses the oil of the catechumens, the oil of the sick and 
consecrates the sacred chrism.  One of the important aspects of the Chrism Mass is the way it 
manifests the priests’ communion with their bishop, and therefore the Missal takes special note of 
the high desirability that all priests participate in the Mass.  As The Roman Pontifical explains, “The 
Chrism Mass is one of the principal expressions of the fullness of the Bishop’s Priesthood and 
signifies the close unity of the Priests with him.”  For many dioceses the Chrism Mass is one of the 
highlights of the year as it manifests the true nature of the Church as the liturgical assembly, priests, 
deacons and faithful, gathered around the bishop. 
 
 
 

Alb Care Volunteers* 
March – Judy Boehmler 

 
*Following COVID sanitation guidelines, 
altar servers will not be wearing albs for 

Masses because it is impossible to launder 
them in between Masses.   

 
Altar Linen Care Volunteers 

March – Debbie McAndrew 
  

 
 Men of Holy Angels… 

Want to learn more about the Knights? 
Visit www.holyangelscc.com and learn more. 

Why wait… Do it today!!! 

 
MEETING 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 
6:00pm in the Conference Room 

 

 

Apr 2nd —  Good Friday Stations of the Cross Everyone is welcome 
and encouraged to participate in this popular devotion that accompanies the final events in the life of 
Jesus.  Feel free to join us this Friday, April 2nd at 12 Noon for the Stations of the Cross in the church.  
Mask protocol and social distancing will be in effect. 
 
 

A Celebration of St. Joseph  To honor the 150th Anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph 
as a patron of the universal church, Pope Francis has decreed a special year of celebration of the man 
who was our Lord’s earthly father.  In a December 8, 2020 apostolic letter entitles Patris Corde 
(With a Father’s Heart), Pope Francis wrote “St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or 
in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.  A word of recognition and 
of gratitude is due to them all.”  His profession as a carpenter led Joseph to be designated the patron 
saint of workers.  And his devotion to God, despite being initially troubled by Mary’s pregnancy, is 
an inspiring example of triumph of faith over doubt.   

“Year of Saint Joseph” — December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021 

Apr 9-11 —  E x c i ting SEARCH Retreat for Youth    SEARCH is a 
wonderful weekend experience in Christian living designed to help young Christians develop and 
grow their relationship with God and others.  SEARCH will take place April 9-11 at Compass 
Community School (formerly Memphis Catholic HS) for High School students in 11th-12th grade.   
Only 30 participants will be accepted in order to follow all safety requirements. Register at 
SEARCHRetreat; fee is $65. Please direct any questions to rebecca.talarico@cc.cdom.org or 

 

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal  If you have not yet completed your card, please prayerfully 
make your pledge and mail it to the Diocese or return it to the church office.  As of March 19th we 
are 79.24% towards our goal of $17,000 with 32.14% participation.  Our goal is to have 100% 

   
 

Apr 1st and 2nd —  O L Q P Retreat Center Presents Holy Week 
Events   Our Lady Queen of Peace Retreat Center is presenting Liturgy & Prayers on Holy 
Thursday, April 1, and Good Friday, April 2.  Bishop Emeritus Steib is leading the celebrations 
with Deacon Davis.  The preferred plan begins Holy Thursday afternoon with Liturgy, Adoration, 
dinner and lodging.  Good Friday includes meals, prayer period, Stations of the Cross, and 
Commemoration of the Lord's Supper.  The single-day plan begins on Good Friday and includes a 
prayer period, lunch, Stations of the Cross and Commemoration of the Lord's Supper.  Call 731-548-
2500 and/or go to OLQPRetreats for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLQP Retreat Center Offering Three Programs  Our Lady Queen of Peace Retreat Center 
is pleased to present three programs:   
I Am With You Always -- April 16-18 (Women’s Retreat with Msgr. Al Kirk) 
                                         April 30-May 2 (Men/Women Retreat with Bishop Emeritus Terry Steib) 
An Ignatian Silent Retreat -- May 21-23 (Men/Women Retreat) 

Please call 731-548-2500 to register or for further information go to: OLQPRetreats 

Apr 2nd —  Good Friday Collection Each year we are asked to contribute 
to a special collection “pro Terra Sancta,” for the Holy Land.  Postponed last year because of COVID, 
the Pontifical Good Friday Collection returns this year to that sacred day when our eyes turn to 
Jerusalem and we gather to recall the Passion and death of our Lord.  The Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection is devoted to the preservation of the Holy Places of pilgrimage and to pastoral, charitable, 
educational, and social works of our Christian sisters and brothers there.  Thank you for your support 
of this important appeal which makes a real difference in safeguarding the Christian presence in this 

      
 
 

http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
http://www.holyangelscc.com/
https://webview.shelbyinc.com/app/07120/default.aspx?tabindex=2&tabid=21
mailto:rebecca.talarico@cc.cdom.org
mailto:sharon.kowalke@cc.cdom.org
http://www.olqpretreats.com/
http://www.olqpretreats.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         
 

HOLY  ANGELS  
CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
 

MARCH 
Month of St. Joseph 

 
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 

Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am and 11:00am  

Spanish Mass: Sunday at 1:00pm 
Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 

First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 
(Holydays & Holidays: See special announcement in bulletin) 

CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  
Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

March 28, 2021 — Palm Sunday (B) — HOLY WEEK 

Holy Angels Catholic Church 
535 Tucker Street 

Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873 
  
Parish Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 
  

www.holyangelscc.com 

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 
 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 
 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 
 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 
 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 
 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Director (DRE):  Jamie McGowan 
Email:   
Parish Office Hours: M-F   9:00am - 4:00pm  
                                      or by appointment 
 

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell: 731-297-6197) 
Assistant:  Tanya Larraga  
Wednesday Evenings 6:00-8:00pm 

Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
(Closed 12:30 – 1:30pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic faith.  We pray 
that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a meaningful one for you.  If you are 
a new member in the parish, complete a census form and return it to the church office.   
Census forms can be found in the foyer.  To date we have 140 families and 353 
parishioners. 

Palm Sunday (B)                                                                   Mar 27/28, 2021 
MARCH -- Month of St. Joseph 

 

 Holy Week is the richest time of the year liturgically, but not necessarily the best 
for homilies since the liturgies themselves are long and convey their message through word 
and symbol, which stimulate prayer and reflection.  Various themes are pervasive at this 
time: (1) The Old Testament readings for Passion Sunday and the weekdays of Holy Week 
are from the Servant Songs of Isaiah, which depict a figure whose suffering brings freedom 
to others.  (2) Walking with Jesus on the way of the cross.  (3) The foot washing on Holy 
Thursday is a powerful model of love expressed in service.  This is the legacy of Jesus to 
his disciples which they are to honor through mutual service.  (4) The universalism of 
God’s love is manifest in the saving events of the cross and the resurrection.  The solemn 
prayers on Good Friday evoke this.   
 As Easter approaches, and Christians are summoned to celebrate Christ’s victory 
over death and walk in the newness of life, it is important that practices and insights gained 
during Lent do not end with Easter.  In the early Church, the period between Easter and 
Pentecost was the time of “enlightenment,” or a journey of deeper understanding into the 
Paschal Mystery which would be sustained by the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  It 
remains so for our pilgrim Church today.  
 

GOSPEL AT THE PROCESSION WITH PALMS (B)  (Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-
16)  Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph and left in ignominy.  He entered carried by a 
donkey colt, hailed by the crowds with branches and hosannas.  He left walking, even 
stumbling under the weight of the Cross, to the place of execution outside the city walls, 
jeered there by the bystanders.  Lent is a season of paradox, a season of contradictions, a 
season of successes and failures, culminating in the great paradox of the Cross, where all 
apparent failure yields to the ultimate triumph of life over death. 
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 50:4-7)  During his public ministry, Jesus did speak to the 
weary, the hopeless, the sick and the grieving, a word that roused them to new purpose, 
the purpose of the gospel.  Jesus continues to do so today, as we gather to hear the word 
proclaimed.  But the prophet does not hide the cost.  Jesus did indeed appear to be 
disgraced and shamed in the eyes of his short-sighted enemies, but opposition did not keep 
him from his appointed mission, as it must not keep us, his disciples. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24)  The words of the 
psalmist’s lament are filled with complaint and self pity.  He is mocked, scoffed at and 
insulted by those around him, who say, “He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him.”  Yet 
he cannot give up on the Lord.  So complain he does (22:17-18, 19), but then reminds the 
Lord to “be not far from me; / O my help, hasten to aid me” (22:19).  These words speak 
of a familiar relationship that allows him to trust in the midst of great human misery.  
Fearful, angry and in great need, the psalmist turns to the Lord, whose name he will ever 
praise and proclaim.  So, too, we are encouraged to turn to the Lord in times of trouble, 
to speak our hearts, to complain and to cry out with fear and loneliness.  It is thus that the 
relationship between human and divine grows richer and deeper so that we can pray with 
the psalmist, “hasten to aid me.” 
 

SECOND READING (Philippians 2:6-11)  This great early Christian hymn takes us 
through the overarching mystery of the Cross, which begins with the word’s self-emptying 
in the Incarnation and continues through a life of human suffering, even to the obedience 
of death on a cross.  But the glory of Easter already shines through the dark chapters of 
Jesus’ life, beckoning us forward in his footsteps. 
 

GOSPEL (Matthew 26:14—27:266 or 27:11-54)  In this shorter and most stark of the 
Passion narratives, the evangelist weaves into the simple unfolding of events, threads of 
older Scriptures that illumine the underlying meaning of what is happening.  Some are 
heavy with literary irony: passages that tell the deeper truth about the Christ are quoted 
against him when in fact they validate his person and his mission beyond the wildest 
dreams of his opponents.  Truth speaks with many voices but will not be silenced, not 
even by the stillness of death. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Readings:  Palm Sunday (B) —  
HOLY WEEK 

Su 3/28 Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 • Is 50:4-7 • 
Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 • Phil 2”6-11 • Mark 
14:1—15:47 

M 3/29 Is 42:1-7 • Ps 27:1-3, 13-14 • John 12:1-11 
Tu 3/30 Is 49:1-6 • Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17 • John 1321-33, 

36-38 
W 3/31 Is 50:4-9a • Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34 • 

Matt 26:14-25 
Th 4/1 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 • Ps 116:12-13, 15-18 •  

1 Cor 11:23-26 • John 13:1-15 
F 4/2 Is 52:13—53:12 • Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25 

• Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 • John 18:1—19:42 
Sa 4/3 Gen 1:1—2:2 • Ex 1415—15:1 • Ex 15:1-6, 

17-18 • Rom 6:3-11 • Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
    

 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the pastor 
before making any arrangements with the funeral home 
regarding the date and time of visitation, the funeral Mass or 
service at the funeral home. 
 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the family of the 
deceased requests one. The Hospitality Committee consists of 
several women from the parish who volunteer to host the 
luncheons. Someone from the committee will be calling on you 
for food and help when the need arises. 
 

Pope Francis’  M o n thly 
Prayer Intention 

Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a specific 
intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy 
Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in 
praying for this intention each month. Only one intention is 
offered per month, whether universal or related to 
evangelization. 

MARCH 
Intention for Evangelization 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of 
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste  

     
 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
 

Help us fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 
Place donations in the grocery buggy located in the 

hallway at the canopy entrance 
 to the Parish Hall. 

SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 
 

Anniversaries: Mar 28th – Apr 3rd                
None this week 
 

Birthdays: Mar 28th – Apr 3rd       
3/28   Timothy Kellett 
3/29   Daniel Hodge 
3/31   Cathy Bona, Andy Schumacher 
4/1     Thomas McKay, Justin Revell, Austin Smith 
4/2     Ivan Bocanegra, Aiden McCallen Riley 

 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net


 
 
The Sacred Paschal Triduum (ABC)                                                                              April 1, 2, 3, 2021   
     The three days of the Paschal Triduum are really one celebration, focusing on three aspects of one and the same mystery: Christ’s 
passage through Death into eternal life.  This is the mystery in which we share through our Baptism.  This is the mystery into which we are 
called not only at the moment of our physical deaths but throughout our lives: allowing ourselves to be handed over by the events and 
circumstances of life that seem so nonsensical and even unjust; being willing to pass through the darkness of the uncertainties and the 
unknowns; being raised in the midst of it all into a new life by the power of God at work in us. 
 
Thursday, April 1st — HOLY THURSDAY — Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper and the Washing of the Feet  This evening 

Lent ends and the Church enters the Sacred Paschal Triduum, gathering to pray, building toward the 
prolonged vigiling of Saturday night.  This evening’s celebration, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, is 
the threshold liturgy of the Triduum.  It commemorates the institution of Eucharist and the 
priesthood, as well as Jesus’ command of love and service.  It should be the only parish Mass today. 
     The Triduum begins with the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.  The 
Entrance Antiphon of the Mass calls our attention to what it is all about:  the cross of Christ, our 
salvation, our freedom, our life.  According to the Synoptic Gospel accounts, Jesus’ last supper was a 
Passover meal commemorating Israel’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  The Gospel according to 
John offers a different chronology.  The last days of Jesus’ life are during Passover time, but the last 

supper is not a Passover meal.  Rather, Jesus dies at the hour the Passover lambs are sacrificed (thus, his title: the Lamb of God). 
     Accordingly, we hear the account of the first Passover in our First Reading for Holy Thursday.  The Passover and subsequent Exodus 
from Egypt was Israel’s first experience of God as Savior and deliverer.  Both the antiphon for the Responsorial Psalm and the Second 
Reading are from 1 Corinthians, the earliest New Testament account of the community’s celebration of the Eucharist.  (Paul’s letters 
actually predate the Gospel accounts). 
     The psalm focuses on a cup of salvation offered as part of a thanksgiving sacrifice in the Temple.  Drinking cups of wine also came to 
be part of the Jewish Passover meal ritual.  If Jesus’ last supper was a Passover meal, Paul’s reference to the cup could refer to this.  Note 
also the reference to “remembrance,” evoking the memorial of the Passover meal.  Only now, the remembrance is of Jesus’ Passover from 
death to life—a Passover that makes the way for our own passage from death to life. 
     The Gospel according to John does not contain an institution account, per se, but rather offers an extensive discourse on Jesus as the 
Bread of Life in chapter 6.  Rather, at his last meal with his disciples before his Death, Jesus washes their feet, the job of a humble servant.  
This is the Gospel account for Holy Thursday.  Jesus’ message is loud and clear: this is what they—and we—must do for one another.  
This service is symbolized in the ritual washing of feet after the Homily.  In our service of one another we give our lives on behalf on one 
another—in memory of Jesus. 
     In sharing the bread of his life that is broken for us, in drinking of the cup of his blood that is poured out, we are nourished in eternal 
life; we are united to him and to one another; we commit ourselves to live in a manner that re-members his presence among us.  In so 
doing, we proclaim his Death—and his life of self-giving—until he comes in glory.  
 

FIRST READING (Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14)  In this reading, God commands Moses and Aaron to institute the feast that would be known 
as Passover.  At the time, the community of Israel was suffering in bondage in Egypt.  This passage comes in the midst of the description 
of the ten plagues which convinced Pharaoh to free the people of Israel from their captivity.  Passover came to mean the meal and the date 
fixed on the Jewish calendar.  For the first observance, a family slaughtered a lamb or a goat, eating the meat, but sprinkling the blood on 
the two doorposts of each home.  The blood became a sign for the angel responsible for the tenth plague to “pass over” the homes and 
spare the life of the firstborn.  Ever since this event, the Jewish community has celebrated Passover each year. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16c, 17-18)  Several verses from a song of thanksgiving form the Responsorial Psalm.  
The overall purpose of this Psalm is to give thanks to God, but the Lectionary designates these verses because they especially fit the themes 
of Holy Thursday.  The psalmist gives thanks by taking up “the cup of salvation” (116:13).  The Psalm proclaims, “Precious in the eyes of 
the Lord / is the death of his faithful ones” (116:15).  These verses foreshadow the Eucharistic cup that Jesus shared at the Last Supper, as 
well as his own Death looming on Good Friday.  The refrain is lifted from the same epistle that gives us the Second Reading; it is not a 
verse from the Psalm.  As Christians experiencing anew the last days of Jesus, rooted in the meal traditions of our ancestors, we sing, “Our 
blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.”  Normally, the Responsorial Psalm echoes a theme from the First Reading or the 
Gospel.  This is a rare instance when it pertains to the Second Reading, which is yet to be proclaimed. 
 

SECOND READING (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)  Saint Paul tells how Jesus instituted the Eucharist.  With minor variations, this account 
also appears in Gospel accounts by Matthew, Mark and Luke.  Scholars tell us, however, that Paul wrote these epistles before the 
evangelists wrote their Gospel narratives.  Therefore, this is the oldest account of what happened at the Last Supper, the version that lies 
closest to the years of Jesus’ life.  At this point in his letter, Paul is probably responding to some specific questions from the Corinthians.  
Apparently, they had asked about the proper way to celebrate the Eucharist.  Paul hands on to them what others had told him.  Paul says 
that the supper took place on the night before Jesus was betrayed, that Jesus took bread, gave thanks, said, “This is my body that is for 
you,” and commanded his followers to “do this in remembrance of me” (11:24).  Jesus repeated this command upon taking up the cup, 
which he called “the new covenant in my blood” (11:25).  Paul says we proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes whenever we “eat 



this bread and drink the cup” (11:26).  These words address the heart of Catholic faith.  We believe that our Eucharist is the Body and 
Blood of Christ, that Jesus told us this and that he commanded us to eat and drink in remembrance of him.  This passage is the key that 
unlocks the meaning of Holy Thursday. 
 

GOSPEL (John 13:1-515)  Jesus gives his followers a model of discipleship when he washes their feet.  In John’s account of the Gospel, at 
the Last Supper, when the reader expects to find the institution of the Eucharist that appears in Matthew, Mark and Luke (the synoptic 
accounts of the Gospel), and even in Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, it is not there.  Instead, John gives a mystical interpretation of 
the Eucharist in the washing of the feet.  Just as Paul’s letter unlocks the meaning of Holy Thursday, John’s narrative unlocks its 
implications.  As Jesus stoops to wash feet, Simon Peter resists until Jesus warns him, “Unless I was you, you will have no inheritance with 
me” (13:8).  His statement probably alludes to Baptism, which became an initiation rite for all the followers of Jesus.  Importantly, Jesus 
advises the disciples, “If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet (13:14).  
Whenever we engage in selfless, humble service to our neighbor, we follow the model that Jesus gave. 
 

REFLECTION  The act of washing another’s feet does not make practical sense as it did in Jesus’ time, but the symbolic act is extremely 
meaningful.  Find a way to truly wash another’s feet.  If you can make this a physical action of asking to wash and then anoint, do so.  If 
you need to make this spiritual, be present as a servant in total love to another for whom you usually would not.  A true calling of today’s 
Gospel is for our lives to be nourished by the Body and Blood so we can be this to others in our words, deeds and entire lives.  Distractions 
take us away from the prayer we are called to be.  Sit in silent prayer.  Partake in Adoration this night.  Bring a stranger with you and create 
a bond to call them your friend. 
 

Friday, April 2nd — GOOD FRIDAY — Passion of the Lord   On this day, the parish community gathers to 
prayerfully recall the Death of Jesus “in the hope of their resurrection”.  Because his Resurrection is inseparable 
from his Death, the Lord’s Passion is truly celebrated.  We remember last night’s words from St. Paul, “We should 
glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, / in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, / through whom we 
are saved and delivered.” 
     The Good Friday celebration is not a Mass but rather a three-part service consisting of the Liturgy of the Word, 
the Adoration of the Cross and Holy Communion.  The readings point to the self-sacrifice of Jesus as the Suffering 
Servant described by Isaiah.  Note how the details of the servant’s appearance point to Jesus at the time of his 
suffering and Death.  Jesus was literally “pierced” by the nails and the soldier’s sword on the cross.  “By his stripes 
we were healed.”  Jesus is the true Lamb of God “led to the slaughter.”  He is the innocent one “cut off from the 
land of the living and smitten for the sin of his people,” who gave “his life as an offering for sin.”  Isaiah’s words 
are pre-eminently fulfilled in Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth. 

     The antiphon for the Responsorial Psalm is from Luke’s account of the Passion, where Jesus is depicted praying these words based on 
Psalm 31:6 as he dies on the Cross.  Psalm 31 is a prayer of confidence and trust in God, prayed by one who is in great distress, one who is 
in “the clutches of…enemies and…persecutors.”  Was this not the experience of Jesus?  Note how the words of the second stanza echo 
the details of the events of Jesus’ arrest, trial, suffering and Death. 
     The Second Reading from Hebrews presents Jesus as the heavenly high priest who is able to sympathize with us in our struggles 
because of what he himself experienced.  Therefore we can confidently implore him for help in the trials that we undergo.  Hebrews’ words 
about Jesus’ loud cries and tears call to mind his agony in the garden, as well as his cries from the Cross.  As we hear Hebrews’ words, we 
may ask ourselves: was Jesus saved from Death?  True, he died—but he was raised to life again.  He was delivered from the power of 
death—and so are we, because of his Resurrection. 
     John’s account of the Passion is always read on Good Friday.  The Crucifixion is Jesus’ “hour”—that time to which the whole Gospel is 
oriented.  His lifting up on the Cross is his lifting up in glory.  His ministry, his work on earth is accomplished.  His Mother and the 
beloved disciple stand at the foot of his Cross, as we do today.  We are saved from death and born into eternal life through the blood and 
water that flow from Jesus’ pierced side. 
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 52:13—53:12)  The Lectionary subtitles this passage the fourth oracle of the Servant of the Lord, but it is often 
called the fourth song of the Suffering Servant.  Near the end of the book of the prophet Isaiah, we meet a figure called God’s servant, 
who represents God but suffers greatly for the sins of others.  The figure may have been a historical person at the time of Isaiah or a 
representation of the people of Israel.  Christians read these four passages with a very specific insight: they prophesy Jesus, the servant of 
the Father, who suffered for our salvation.  The passage opens with a startling description of this servant.  He was “spurned and avoided 
by people, / a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity” (Isaiah 53:3).  In the most moving verses, read with a lump in our throats, we 
realize that the servant’s suffering should have been ours: “Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, / our sufferings that he endured… / We 
had all gone astray like sheep… / but the Lord laid upon him / the guilt of us all” )Isaiah 53:4, 6).  On Good Friday, these verses come to 
fulfillment in the crucified Jesus. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25)  Psalm 31 appeals to God for rescue.  The psalmist is desperate, “an 
object of reproach, / a laughingstock to my neighbors and a dread to my friends” (Psalm 31:6).  But the Psalm does not dwell in despair.  It 
trusts that God will redeem the one in distress.  This singer is so convinced of salvation that the Psalm concludes with an exhortation to 
the hearer: “Take courage and be stouthearted, / all you who hope in the Lord” (Psalm 31:25).  The refrain for the Psalm comes from the 
Gospel according to Luke.  It was spoken by Jesus on the cross.  Jesus, who must have known its words by heart, quotes Psalm 31 when he 
makes his appeal for rescue: “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). 
 

SECOND READING (Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9)  The sufferings of Jesus enabled him to empathize with our weakness, making him a 
powerful mediator of mercy and grace.  The Letter to the Hebrews explains the role of Jesus as the greatest of all high priests.  This passage 
describes the events of Jesus’ Passion: “In the days when Christ was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and 
tears to the one who was able to save him from death” (Hebrews 5:7).  These words resemble the Gospel accounts of Jesus suffering his 



agony in the garden of Gethsemane.  But the passage does not linger on Jesus’ suffering.  “[H]e was heard” (Hebrews 5:7).  The Father, 
who could save Jesus from death, did, through his Death and Resurrection. 
 

GOSPEL (John 18:1—19:42)  This passage in the Gospel according to John is one of the most sublime testimonies to the glory of God.  
The narrative moves through several scenes, but it constantly teaches the meaning of Jesus’ life, Death and Resurrection.  We hear it each 
year on Good Friday.  Early on, John presents “Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him” (John 18:4).  Jesus is no 
innocent bystander.  He is the omniscient God in control of the events that follow.  Three times in the opening confrontation he says, “I 
AM,” boldly claiming the name that God revealed to Moses in the burning bush.  His enemies end up proclaiming the truth about Jesus in 
spite of themselves.  Caiaphas had told the Jews that, “it was better that one man should die rather than the people” (John 18:14), fulfilling 
Isaiah’s fourth oracle.  Pilate, unable to get a straight answer from Jesus about his identity, asks, “What is truth?” (John 18:38).  But it is 
Pilate who has an inscription made for the cross that calls Jesus, in three languages, the King of the Jews.  The soldiers plait a crown from 
thorns and wrap Jesus’ aching body in purple cloth, intending to mock, but instead acknowledging his kingship.  While the enemies of 
Jesus unintentionally speak the truth, his friend Peter intentionally denies Jesus three times.  From the cross, Jesus takes matters into his 
own hands, entrusting his mother and the disciple whom he loved to each other.  From these faithful disciples the Church will be born.  
Before he dies, Jesus says, “It is finished” (John 19:30).  That doesn’t mean, “It’s over.”  It means, “It is accomplished,” or “It is 
perfected.”  He has completed the task he was given.  He hands himself over to God.  John has Jesus dying on the cross on preparation 
day, the day before Passover, so that we will see in the slaughtering of the Passover lambs a contemporaneous symbol of the One who 
have his life that others might live. 
 

REFLECTION  Jesus said: “shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?”  Aware of all to come, he did not waiver.  Our lives are 
messy and strength is needed to claim our identity, be strong in it and walk with God.  In the days to come, seek Eucharist under both 
forms whenever possible.  It is the cup of salvation, the Blood poured out, the life sustenance in each of us, which allows us to fully live.  
In everything you do, don’t take the simple for granted—for all is a gift from out hearing to the family members gifted to us. 
 
Saturday, April 3rd — HOLY SATURDAY — The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  Christ was in the tomb, he lay in darkness in the 

womb of the whole world.  Holy Saturday commemorates that day and has a character all its own.  It is a quiet day 
of meditation, reflection and anticipation, especially for the elect preparing for Baptism.  Shattering the darkness, 
the great Paschal candle is lit with the Easter fire, five wax nails of incense are imbedded and it becomes the 
symbol of the crucified Christ.  The Paschal Mystery, already celebrated in various ways since the Evening Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper, is clearly and joyfully announced from the very beginning of the Vigil liturgy.  It is in the light 
of the Paschal candle that the liturgy continues to unfold.  The Easter Vigil is the most beautiful of all liturgies.  
Ranking highest among the celebrations of the liturgical year, it should rank highest in the spiritual life of the 
parish community, not a small task in places where Christmas is considered the high point. 
     The four parts of the Easter Vigil move us through a gradual unfolding of the Paschal Mystery of Christ.  The 
great fire immediately dispels the gathering gloom.  The Liturgy of the Word reveals the path of God’s plan 

throughout salvation history.  The Liturgy of Baptism draws the elect through the baptismal waters into the promise of eternal life and 
renews the baptismal belief of the faithful.  The Liturgy of the Eucharist brings the celebration to the climax of the banquet of the Lamb, 
as we experience the presence of the Risen Christ in our midst. 
     The Easter Vigil is perhaps the high point of the celebration of the Triduum.  It is the night of the Passover of the Lord, his passage 
from the darkness of death into the radiant glory of eternal life.  In the readings of the Liturgy of the Word, we hear the story of salvation 
from the beginning of time.  All seven readings are integral in the telling of the story and each has its own Responsorial Psalm and prayer.  
The psalm is an integral part of the Word of God we hear tonight: these words that God gives to us are the very words we use in our 
prayer and praise 
 

FIRST READING (Genesis 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a)  The First Reading is the creation account from Genesis.  We respond with a hymn 
praising our God for the manifold works of creation.  The story of our salvation begins at the beginning of time, when God created the 
beautiful world in which we live a world filled with life and light.  Humankind, created in God’s own image and likeness, is the summit of 
creation. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 25 or Psalm 33: 4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20 & 22)  There are two options for 
the Responsorial Psalm.  Psalm 104 echoes the creative activity of God heard in the First Reading.  In our antiphon, we pray for renewal in 
God’s spirit.  Psalm 33 proclaims the earth full of the goodness of the Lord, who looked on all that he had made and found it good. 
 

SECOND READING (Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18)  The Second Reading is the heart-rending story of Abraham’s 
willingness to sacrifice his only son to the Lord.  Abraham’s love of God and obedience to what he asked were so deep that he withheld 
nothing.  And God prevented Abraham from harming his son, thus delivering him from death.  Abraham was called by God to be the 
father of his chosen people.  The fulfillment of God’s promises rested on Abraham’s son Isaac.  God’s request in today’s reading is 
unexpected and makes no sense: he asks Abraham to sacrifice his beloved and only son.  Who cannot but be astounded by Abraham’s 
obedience and total trust in the Lord?  It was rewarded not only by the preservation of Isaac’s life but by the promised blessing of 
countless descendants. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11)  Our response, Psalm 16, speaks of the deep peace that comes from trust in the 
Lord and his guidance.  Abraham reckoned God as his total inheritance.  Note the themes of trust, of deliverance from death and of life in 
the stanzas of the psalm. 
 

THIRD READING (Exodus 14:15—15:1)  The Third Reading recounts the Exodus from Egypt, a follow-up we might say, to the First 
Reading from Holy Thursday.  The Exodus was the event that formed Israel as a nation and prepared Israel to enter into covenant 



relationship with God.  Having been passed over by the angel of death, they now pass through the waters of the sea into freedom.  The 
Egyptians, however, are destroyed in these same waters. 
 

CANTICLE (Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18)  Our response is the hymn sung by Moses, Miriam and the Israelites in joyful praise of the God 
who saved them.   
 

FOURTH READING (Isaiah 54:5-14)  The prophet Isaiah describes the covenant relationship between God and Israel as a marriage 
relationship in the Fourth Reading.  What intimate love is conveyed!  The text comes from the time of the Babylonian Exile and promises 
deliverance and restoration to the people.  Throughout Scripture, the covenant relationship between God and Israel is imaged as a marriage 
relationship.  This text from Isaiah is a case in point.  Stemming from the time of the Babylonian Exile, a period in history understood as 
punishment for Israel’s infidelities, the Lord reaffirms his love for Israel and his fidelity to the covenant.  There is promise of 
reestablishment. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13)  Fittingly, the Responsorial Psalm 30 praises God for the deliverance 
accomplished for his people.  This psalm celebrates God’s deliverance of his people.  The return from exile was seen by the prophets as a 
second exodus.  Note the themes of deliverance, new life and joy. 
 

FIFTH READING (Isaiah 55:1-11)  The Fifth Reading is also from the prophet Isaiah and is likewise set in the time of the Exile.  Israel 
is invited to return to the Lord in repentance and to drink abundantly of his wisdom and teaching for in it, they—and we—find life.  This 
text is likewise set in the time of the exile, inviting Israel to return to the Lord and to drink abundantly of his wisdom and teaching, for in it 
we find life. 
 

CANTICLE (Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6)  The response is a hymn from Isaiah extolling God our Savior and the water of salvation he promised.  
On this night above all nights, we draw it with joy.  Isaiah joyfully extols God our Savior and the water of salvation he provides. 
 

SIXTH READING (Baruch 3:9-15, 32-44)  The Sixth Reading is from the prophet Baruch.  We are still in the context of the exile, viewed 
as punishment for Israel’s infidelity.  Baruch calls the people to learn the ways and the wisdom of God and to walk in them.  These have 
been made known in the law, Israel’s special possession.  Still we are in the context of the exile, again viewed as punishment for infidelity.  
Baruch calls Israel to learn the ways and wisdom of God, as manifest in the Law. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11)  Our response is Psalm 19, a hymn of praise extolling the law as a priceless treasure.  
The antiphon is from John’s account of the Gospel and acclaims the words of the Lord as words of everlasting life.  This psalm extols the 
law of the Lord, a priceless treasure.  Our antiphon acclaims the words of the Lord as words of everlasting life. 
 

SEVENTH READING (Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28)  In the Seventh Reading, the words of the prophet Ezekiel promise an end to the 
exile.  God will gather Israel from all the lands into which they were scattered as a result of their infidelities.  Note that the restoration is 
not something Israel deserved, but rather, that God will enact for the sake of his holy name.  He will purify his people and give them a new 
heart and a new spirit.  The words of the prophet promise an end to the exile.  God will gather Israel from all the lands into which they 
were scattered as a result of their infidelities.  Note that the restoration is not something Israel deserved, but rather God will act for the 
sake of his holy name.  He will purify his people and give them a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Option 1 – when baptism is celebrated:  Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4)  Three options are given for the psalm.  The first, 
used when Baptisms are celebrated, focuses on the pilgrim’s longing to enter into God’s dwelling place (the temple).  The antiphon 
compares this longing to that of a deer for running water, an image that clearly evokes Baptism.  The second option, from Isaiah 12, is also 
the response to the Fifth Reading.  Again, the antiphon’s mention of water points to Baptism.  The third option, Psalm 51, is a penitential 
psalm.  The antiphon’s plea for a clean heart echoes the words of Ezekiel in the Seventh Reading. 
 

EPISTLE (Romans 6:3-11)  Through Baptism, we enter the mystery of his Death and Resurrection.  After hearing and singing up to 
fourteen passages from the Old Testament (seven readings and seven responsorial psalms), the New Testament makes its bright 
appearance.  We hear Paul say, “We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him” (Romans 
6:9).  This is the first scriptural proclamation from tonight that Jesus is risen.  Paul compares the Resurrection of Christ and Baptism.  This 
passage underscores our liturgical practice of celebrating Baptism at the Easter Vigil.  It also affirms our preference for baptizing infants on 
any Sunday, our weekly observance of the Resurrection. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM/GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23)  After withholding Alleluias for 40 days, we 
joyfully sing once again “alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”  We give thanks to God for the marvelous act of raising Christ from the dead and 
exalting him in glory.  Though he is rejected by those who handed him over to death, he is now the foundation stone of our faith.  The 
verses are from Psalm 118. 
 

GOSPEL (Matthew 28:1-10)  The women see a large stone and wonder who will roll it back for them.  Then the women are amazed to see 
a young man clothed in white.  They hear the most important news that has ever been spoken: “[Jesus] has been raised; he is not here.”  
They see the empty tomb.  They receive the commission to report this good news.  The young man instructs them to tell the disciples—
and Peter.  Apparently, Peter was going to need a special message because of his misbehavior and his doubts, but also because of his 
leadership among those who would hear the word.   
 

REFLECTION  With the surprising doubt and deep love of Mary Magdalene, uncover the awesome passion of seeing the Risen Christ in 
your life tonight.  Play the Hallelujah Chorus and allow each Hallelujah to infuse you with the joy of our Savior, risen and alive.  In your eyes, 
smile with delight and then find a stranger to inspire boldly without saying a word.  Live the Resurrection in each moment that you make. 
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