
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY  ANGELS  
CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Month of Our Lady of Sorrows 

 
“Praise the Lord, my soul.” 

Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:45am  

Spanish Mass: Sunday at 1:00pm 
Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 

First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 
(Holydays & Holidays: See special announcement in bulletin) 

CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  
Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

September 5, 2021 — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)  

Holy Angels Catholic Church 
535 Tucker Street 

Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873 
  
Parish Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 
  

www.holyangelscc.com 

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 
 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 
 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 
 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 
 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 
 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Director (DRE):  Jamie McGowan 
Email:   
DRE Office Hours:  
 

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell: 731-297-6197) 
Assistant:  Tanya Larraga  
Wednesday Evenings:   6:00-8:00pm 

Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
(Closed 12:00 – 1:00pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic faith.  We pray 
that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a meaningful one for you.  If you are 
a new member in the parish, complete a census form and return it to the parish office.   
Census forms can be found in the foyer.  To date we have 140 families and 353 
parishioners. 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)                                               Sept 4/5, 2021                                                                   
SEPTEMBER – Month of Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

     In our Christian witness, it is important to exemplify integrity of life.  Thus, 
our external practice is an expression of our interior disposition.  In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus criticizes religious practice that merely honors God with the lips, 
while the heart is far from the Lord.  For all their concern about observance of 
the law, the scribes and Pharisees often missed the point about its deeper 
meaning.  As Jesus demonstrates through his citation of the prophet Isaiah, they 
give lip service but not heart service.  It is what is in the heart—and comes out of 
the heart—that counts.  Our beliefs must overflow in good word and deed, rather 
than the hypocrisy the Lord warns us to avoid. 
     Today, Jesus in the Gospel comes to heal the deaf and mute man by saying, 
“Be open!” (Mark 7:34).  It is interesting how Jesus opens the man’s ears in order 
to heal his speech impediment.  This teaches us that before we are able to speak 
rightly, we must first listen.  Prayer is essentially an act of listening to God and his 
word.  After having listened, we are better equipped to go out and speak the word 
that we have heard.   
 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 35:4-7a)  Those who are fearful are to be encouraged 
by God’s promise.  The coming of the Lord will be a time of salvation is manifest 
in healing and restoration to life. 
     Isaiah’s salvation proclamation begins with a call to “be strong, fear not!”  No 
matter what struggles surround or overwhelm us with fear, trust that God comes 
to save.  God’s salvation is for all. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10)  Psalm 146 is a song of 
praise.  Note that the groups mentioned as the recipients of the Lord’s fidelity 
and mercy are the same as mentioned in today’s First Reading. 
     This “Hallelujah” psalm calls the entire community to praise the Lord with all 
their being (soul).  Such total praise is due because God “keeps faith forever,” 
secures justice, feeds the hungry and liberates the captives. 
 

SECOND READING (James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27)  The Lord’s special care for 
the poor is to be given expression in the Christian assembly.  James warns his 
listeners against showing favoritism, especially on the basis of wealth. 
     James counsels all followers of Christ to live lives that manifest love for all, 
most especially the poor and those that society easily marginalizes because of their 
looks, appearance or social status. 
 

GOSPEL (Mark 7:31-37)  The time of the Messianic era has come in Jesus, whose 
actions fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah.  In antiquity, spittle was considered to have 
healing properties.  Ephphatha is an Aramaic word, which Mark, writing in Greek, 
translates for his readers.  The inclusion of this word suggests that the tradition 
considered this to be the very word used by Jesus, who would have spoken 
Aramaic.  Note that the man was brought to Jesus by others.  What about our 
role in bringing others to Jesus?  Throughout the Gospel according to Mark, we 
see Jesus exhorting people to secrecy about his works.  His identity would not be 
fully understood until the end of life.  
     Made whole by becoming able to speak and hear, the healed deaf mute 
becomes a sign of God’s reign and saving power, realized and activated through 
Jesus. 
 

REFLECTION  Let us “be opened” to God and his truth.  Baptism, 
reconciliation, confirmation, and Eucharist do this for us.  They heal our eyes 
(blind to God’s face), our ears (deaf to his voice), and every sense (deadened 
through sin and overstimulation).  Do we take advantage of the healing and grace 
available in the sacraments?  The man in today’s Gospel immediately disobeyed 
the one who healed him.  What do we do with our newfound freedom?  With his 
very hands and fingers, Christ touches us in the sacraments—bathing, forgiving, 
anointing, and feeding us—“opening” our senses that we may use them in his 
faithful service. 

Ephphatha! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings:  23rd Week in Ordinary Time (B) 
Su 9/5 Is 35:4-7a • Ps 146:6-10 • James 2:1-5 • Mark 

7:31-37 
M 9/6 Colo 1:24—2:3 • Ps 62:6-7, 9 • Luke 6:6-11 
Tu 9/7 Colo 2:6-15 • Ps 145:1-2, 8-11 • Luke 6:12-19 
W 9/8 Micah 5:1-4a • Ps 13:6 • Matt 1:1-16, 18-23 
Th 9/9 Colo 3:12-17 • Ps 150:1-6 • Luke 6:27-38 
F 9/10 1 Tim 1:1-2, 12-14 • Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11 • 

Luke 6:39-42 
Sa 9/11 1 Tim 1:15-17 • Ps 113:1-7 • Luke 6:43-49 
 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the pastor 
before making any arrangements with the funeral home 
regarding the date and time of visitation, the funeral Mass or 
service at the funeral home. 
 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the family of the 
deceased requests one. The Hospitality Committee consists of 
several women from the parish who volunteer to host the 
luncheons. Someone from the committee will be calling on you 
for food and help when the need arises. 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention 
Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a specific 
intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy 
Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in 
praying for this intention each month. Only one intention is 
offered per month, whether universal or related to 
evangelization. 

SEPTEMBER 
Universal Intention 

An environmentally sustainable lifestyle 
We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple 

and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our  
young people who are resolutely committed to this. 

 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
 

Help us fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 
Place donations in the grocery buggy located in the 

hallway at the canopy entrance. 

 SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 
 

Anniversaries: Sept 5th – Sept 11th                  
9/3      Rad & Lee Ann Hunsley 
9/10    Ken & Beth Dunn 
9/11    Stanley & Rita Plewa 
 

Birthdays: Sept 5th – Sept 11th          
9/5      Noel Gomez, Juan Carlos Garcia Ponce, 
            Jazmin Gonzalez 
9/6      Kenneth Price, Rosie Ramey, Damion Unland 
9/8      Matthew Rudolph, Diego Vazquez 
9/10    Yahir Acosta, Norma Galloway 
9/11    Ricardo Blanco, Nicolas Bañuelos Cossio, Julie Davis, 
            Ayden Valdovinos 

 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 

 

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 

Notify the Parish of Seriously Ill 
Family Member 

If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the Parish Office.  
 
Bulletin Announcement Deadline 

Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: Week of Sept 5th – Sept 11th      
 Sanctuary Candle 
 Bread & Wine 
 Flowers 

9/5 Su 8:00am 
11:00am 
1:00pm 

Repose of the soul of Suzanne Rezac-Seat by Shirley Broussard Lurks 
Repose of the soul of Donna Emery by The Emery Family  (†1 yr anniv) 
Spanish Mass  People of Holy Angels, living and deceased   

9/6 M 9:00am Labor Day  Repose of the soul of Edie Ford by Bill & Judy Boehmler 
9/8 W 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Earl Frank Johnson by Barbara Johnson 
9/9 Th 9:00am Repose of the soul of Brad Byrd by Judy & Bill Boehmler 
9/10 F 12 Noon Repose of the soul of Joe Johnson by Barbara Johnson 
9/11 Sa 5:00pm Repose of the soul of Adelina Salinas by the Serquina Family  

 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism - A preparation class is required of the 
parents requesting Baptism for their first child. 
Parents and godparents are encouraged to 
attend the class before the baby’s birth.   
Confirmation - is celebrated with students who 
are at least in the 8th grade and have completed 
the requirements for the preparation process in 
our PRE program. 
Matrimony - Couples planning to marry should 
contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date so all parish and diocesan 
requirements may be completed. 
Holy Orders - If you feel called to a vocation 
in the priesthood or religious life, please contact 
the pastor. 
Anointing of the Sick - If you wish to receive 
this sacrament, contact the pastor.  If there is an 
emergency situation, an immediate family 
member should contact the pastor. 
 
 
 

 
Procedure for Reporting Sexual Abuse 

Anyone who has knowledge of or who has 
cause to suspect an incident of sexual abuse 

should report the information to the 
appropriate civil authorities first at the  

Tennessee Child Abuse Hotline 
1-877-237-0004, then to the  

Diocesan Dir of Child & Youth Protection 
901-359-2027, or the  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
901-652-4066 

The Diocese of Memphis will treat all reports 
in a confidential manner 

 

(5/27/2021) 

FORMED – To sign up FREE of charge as a parishioner of Holy Angels Church, go to www.holyangelscc.formed.org, click on the “REGISTER NOW” button and establish an 
account.  After doing so, you’ll have access to a wealth of material to grow in your faith.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to benefit yourselves and others. 

Collection 
Report 

8/28-29/2021 

    

Reg Collection  $1848.00 
Online Donations  -0- 
Total Reg Collection  $1848.00 
Budget $3516.00 -$1668.00 
Reg Disbursements  -0- 
Votive Candles  $19.00 
B/M Collection  $45.00 
B/M Disbursements  -0- 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2nd Collections for August 
 

9/5     Building Maintenance 
9/5     The Catholic University of America 
 

Special Collections for August 
 

9/12     Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund - Haiti      
   
You can drop-off your collection checks by using 
the outside black secure mailbox located at the 

office door on Tucker Street.   
 
 

Attendance 
(140 families /353 parishioners) 

 

8/28-29     ??-36-??-31  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ??? 

    MINISTERS SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK:          

Sept 11-12 5:00pm 8:00am 10:45am 
Lector Judy Boehmler Marilyn Luckenbaugh Carrie Beld 
Eucharistic Ministers Sue Hurst Jamie McGowan Beth Bell 
   J C Rivera Ken Dunn 
Servers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 
Ushers Bill Boehmler Moe Sims Enrique Rodriquez 
    Sylvester Simpson Kyle Cozort 
Greeter Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 
Honor Family Ushers Ushers Ushers 

 

 
 

We’re getting ready to attend the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) 
Nov 18th – 21st in Indianapolis, Indiana so we’re doing a few fundraisers to defer the cost.   

Check out your website: thatsmypan.biz/HolyAngelsYouth  — or — 
 visit our table in the Parish Hall to see samples of products and place an order. 

 

Sept 18th — Carwash from 1:00 – 5:00pm at the Dyer Co Animal Hospital on  
Hwy 51 Bypass West. 

The youth group would like to thank you for your repeated support! 
 

Alb Care Volunteers 
Sept – Linda Epley 

 

Altar Linen Care Volunteers 
Sept – Cheryl Spence 

 

Men of Holy Angels… 
Want to learn more about the Knights? 

Visit www.holyangelscc.com and learn more. 
Why wait… Do it today!!! 

 

 
 

MEETING 
Sunday, Sept 26, 2021 

6:00pm in the Conference Room 
 

 

Sept 6th — Bible Club Monday  Participate in an hour-long, casual bible study beginning at 
1:00pm, every Monday at the home of Sarah & Ken Alley.  Contact Sarah at 731-445-2922.  
 
 
 

Sept 11th — Multicultural Festival  The Northern Deanery Multicultural Festival will showcase 
and celebrate the different heritages and traditions that contribute to the cultural tapestry of our 
Diocese.  Taste food from around the globe, enjoy a variety of music & dance performances, and 
a craft fair; imagine all that excitement in one location.  Food tickets are $1; sampling of food items 
may cost more than 1 ticket.  Admission is FREE.  

Saturday, September 11th, 6:00pm-9:00pm 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church / 1303 Reelfoot Avenue in Union City  

 
 
 

Sept 24th — NO Last Friday Fellowship in September   The Last Friday Fellowship will 
resume next summer after the current school year on June 24, 2022 at 1:00pm.  We have had a 
great time serving all of you!  Mark your calendar for next year!                                 —Sarah Alley 
 
 

Sept 8th — Scriptural Rosary  The Scriptural Rosary will be recited on Wednesday, Sept 8th at 
5:45pm in the Church.  We will recite the Luminous Mysteries this week.   
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Angel’s new communication system from Bishop David and the 
Diocesan Communication Office.  Smarter emailing and texting for Holy 
Angels.   Now we can easily send messages, emails, texts, updates, event 
notifications, prayer lists and much more.   Sign-up for FREE!  It is simple 
to connect!  Text CDOMHA (all capital letters) to 84576.  After sending the 
text, you will be sent a link to register with Holy Angels.    

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE connect to Flocknote and Holy Angels 
Fr. Patrick Hirtz 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 

Do you know anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic, a friend, a spouse? 
Are you a baptized Catholic, but never received the sacraments of  

Confirmation or Eucharist? 
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith? 

If you can answer “yes” to any of these questions, you should come to the first class meeting. 
 

RCIA begins Monday, September 13th at 6:30pm in the Conference Room 
 

Oct 8-9 — Eucharistic Congress / Sign-Up Today  As part of our 50th Anniversary, our 
Diocese will hold its first-ever “Eucharistic Congress” on Oct 8-9th at the Renasant Convention 
Center.    Keynote Speakers will be: Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., Jesse Romero, Noelle 
Garcia and Dr. Scott Hahn.  Sign-up on the diocesan webpage at CDOM50Years.  A Eucharistic 
Congress is a gathering of clergy and laity for the purpose of celebrating and glorifying the Holy 
Eucharist and of seeking the best means to spread its knowledge and love throughout the world.   
 

 

Sunday, Sept 12th   
MASS returns to 10:45am 

 

 Paws to Care — Needs Volunteers  If you can 
help us care for cats in need, we need you!!!  We need 
more volunteers to share in the daily tasks of caring  
for our homeless cats and kittens.  If you can spare a 
couple of hours (your choice of days), complete the 
volunteer  app  on  the  website  www.pawstocare.org   
Thank you for making a difference in the Dyersburg 
area.                                                   – Christi Boone 

            
 

Cursillo 3-Day Weekends – FALL CURSILLO WEEKENDS HAVE BEEN 
POSTPONED TO THE SPRING OF 2022 DUE TO COVID    The Spring weekend 
for men will  be February 10-13, 2022, and the women’s weekend will be March 10-13, 
2022.  Cursillo (pronounced Cur-see-yo) is a movement of the Catholic Church that 
promotes Catholic ideals, fellowship, and spiritual growth in daily living.  It provides an 
opportunity to deepen your Catholic faith, and to experience the love of God within a 
supportive and prayerful community.  For more information, please contact Bridget 
DiCello at 901-628-3207 or e-mail precursillo@memphiscursillo.com   Brochures, 
applications, and more information are also available online at www.memphiscursillo.com  
 

 

8th Grade Confirmation Class Schedule 
 

Sun Sept 5  ----- NO Class / Labor Day Weekend 
Wed Sept 8  ----- NO Class / Fair Week 
Sun Sept 12 8:00am Mass / 9-1pm PRE Confirmation Class / Mini Retreat 
Wed Sept 15 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Sept 22 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Sept 29 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Oct 6  ----- NO Class / Fall Break  
Wed Oct 13 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Sun Oct 17 8:00am Mass / 9-1pm Confirmation Class / Mini Retreat 
Wed Oct 20 6-8pm 8th & 9th grade Confirmation Review Class / ALL Confirmandi 
Wed Oct 27 6-8pm Mandatory Parent Meeting w/ ALL Confirmandi & Sponsors  
Sat  Oct 30 11:00am Confirmation Mass - arrive at 9am ALL Confirmandi & Sponsors 
 
   

 

 

PRE Begins 
Wed, Sept 8th  – PRE begins for grades 5, 6, 7, 8-9, and 10-12; 6:00pm 

Sun, Sept 12th  – PRE begins for grades K-4; 9:15-10:15am 
 

 

Parish Prayer List       Please add Jean Pitts (sister-in-law of Beth Bell) to your parish 
prayer list.  Let us pray for our brothers and sisters and for all those who care for them. 

http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:precursillo@memphiscursillo.com
http://www.memphiscursillo.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 

 

Nursery 
The nursery is located in the classroom next to 
the kitchen in the parish hall. The nursery is 
open to children birth to 4 years. 
 

Notify the Parish of Seriously Ill 
Family Member 

If a family member has been admitted to the 
hospital or is ill at home, please let us know by 
contacting Cathi Shea in the Parish Office.  
 
Bulletin Announcement Deadline 

Items must be received by Monday at 12 noon.  
Please submit all items to ccshea@cableone.net  
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Repose of the soul of Suzanne Rezac-Seat by Shirley Broussard Lurks 
Repose of the soul of Donna Emery by The Emery Family  (†1 yr anniv) 
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8th Grade Confirmation Class Schedule 
 

Sun Sept 5  ----- NO Class / Labor Day Weekend 
Wed Sept 8  ----- NO Class / Fair Week 
Sun Sept 12 8:00am Mass / 9-1pm PRE Confirmation Class / Mini Retreat 
Wed Sept 15 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Sept 22 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Sept 29 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Wed Oct 6  ----- NO Class / Fall Break  
Wed Oct 13 6-8pm Confirmation Class / Youth Group 
Sun Oct 17 8:00am Mass / 9-1pm Confirmation Class / Mini Retreat 
Wed Oct 20 6-8pm 8th & 9th grade Confirmation Review Class / ALL Confirmandi 
Wed Oct 27 6-8pm Mandatory Parent Meeting w/ ALL Confirmandi & Sponsors  
Sat  Oct 30 11:00am Confirmation Mass - arrive at 9am ALL Confirmandi & Sponsors 
 
   

 

 

PRE Begins 
Wed, Sept 8th  – PRE begins for grades 5, 6, 7, 8-9, and 10-12; 6:00pm 

Sun, Sept 12th  – PRE begins for grades K-4; 9:15-10:15am 
 

 

Parish Prayer List       Please add Jean Pitts (sister-in-law of Beth Bell) to your parish 
prayer list.  Let us pray for our brothers and sisters and for all those who care for them. 

http://www.holyangelscc.formed.org/
http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:precursillo@memphiscursillo.com
http://www.memphiscursillo.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                             

 
 

HOLY  ANGELS  
CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
SEPTEMBER 

Month of Our Lady of Sorrows 

“Praise the Lord, my soul.” 
Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

Mission Statement
 

Holy Angels is a Catholic community of faith joining past, present, 
and future members on a journey with Christ to the Father. 
Through worship, stewardship, evangelization, and works of 
charity, we strive to more perfectly image God, who is love. 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:45am  

Spanish Mass: Sunday at 1:00pm 
Daily Mass: M, W, F at 12 noon; Th at 9:00am 

First Saturday ONLY is at 8:00am 
(Holydays & Holidays: See special announcement in bulletin) 

CONFESSION - Saturday:  4:00-4:30pm;  
Sunday: between Masses or by appointment 

September 5, 2021 — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Holy Angels Catholic Church
535 Tucker Street 

Dyersburg, TN 38024-3873
Parish Office Phone: (731) 287-8000 
Parish Email: hachurch@cableone.net 

www.holyangelscc.com 

Pastor 
Rev. Patrick Hirtz 
Email:  revhirtz@cableone.net 

Finance 
Mary Alyce Fiechtl 

Administrative Assistant 
Cathi Cychol Shea 
Email:  ccshea@cableone.net 

Music Director 
Sarah Jean 

Nursery  
Therese Cohen 

Maintenance 
Richard Spence 

Parish Religious Education (PRE) 
Director (DRE):  Jamie McGowan 
Email:   
DRE Office Hours:  

Youth Group Minister 
Deborah McCallen (cell: 731-297-6197) 
Assistant:  Tanya Larraga  
Wednesday Evenings:   6:00-8:00pm 

Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm 
(Closed 12:00 – 1:00pm for lunch) 

We welcome any visitors, including those who may not be of our Catholic faith.  We pray 
that our celebration of the sacred liturgy today was a meaningful one for you.  If you are 
a new member in the parish, complete a census form and return it to the parish office.   
Census forms can be found in the foyer.  To date we have 140 families and 353 
parishioners. 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)                  Sept 4/5, 2021    
SEPTEMBER – Month of Our Lady of Sorrows 

     In our Christian witness, it is important to exemplify integrity of life.  Thus, 
our external practice is an expression of our interior disposition.  In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus criticizes religious practice that merely honors God with the lips, 
while the heart is far from the Lord.  For all their concern about observance of 
the law, the scribes and Pharisees often missed the point about its deeper 
meaning.  As Jesus demonstrates through his citation of the prophet Isaiah, they 
give lip service but not heart service.  It is what is in the heart—and comes out of 
the heart—that counts.  Our beliefs must overflow in good word and deed, rather 
than the hypocrisy the Lord warns us to avoid. 
     Today, Jesus in the Gospel comes to heal the deaf and mute man by saying, 
“Be open!” (Mark 7:34).  It is interesting how Jesus opens the man’s ears in order 
to heal his speech impediment.  This teaches us that before we are able to speak 
rightly, we must first listen.  Prayer is essentially an act of listening to God and his 
word.  After having listened, we are better equipped to go out and speak the word 
that we have heard.   

FIRST READING (Isaiah 35:4-7a)  Those who are fearful are to be encouraged 
by God’s promise.  The coming of the Lord will be a time of salvation is manifest 
in healing and restoration to life. 
     Isaiah’s salvation proclamation begins with a call to “be strong, fear not!”  No 
matter what struggles surround or overwhelm us with fear, trust that God comes 
to save.  God’s salvation is for all. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10)  Psalm 146 is a song of 
praise.  Note that the groups mentioned as the recipients of the Lord’s fidelity 
and mercy are the same as mentioned in today’s First Reading. 
     This “Hallelujah” psalm calls the entire community to praise the Lord with all 
their being (soul).  Such total praise is due because God “keeps faith forever,” 
secures justice, feeds the hungry and liberates the captives. 

SECOND READING (James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27)  The Lord’s special care for 
the poor is to be given expression in the Christian assembly.  James warns his 
listeners against showing favoritism, especially on the basis of wealth. 
     James counsels all followers of Christ to live lives that manifest love for all, 
most especially the poor and those that society easily marginalizes because of their 
looks, appearance or social status. 

GOSPEL (Mark 7:31-37)  The time of the Messianic era has come in Jesus, whose 
actions fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah.  In antiquity, spittle was considered to have 
healing properties.  Ephphatha is an Aramaic word, which Mark, writing in Greek, 
translates for his readers.  The inclusion of this word suggests that the tradition 
considered this to be the very word used by Jesus, who would have spoken 
Aramaic.  Note that the man was brought to Jesus by others.  What about our 
role in bringing others to Jesus?  Throughout the Gospel according to Mark, we 
see Jesus exhorting people to secrecy about his works.  His identity would not be 
fully understood until the end of life.  
     Made whole by becoming able to speak and hear, the healed deaf mute 
becomes a sign of God’s reign and saving power, realized and activated through 
Jesus. 

REFLECTION  Let us “be opened” to God and his truth.  Baptism, 
reconciliation, confirmation, and Eucharist do this for us.  They heal our eyes 
(blind to God’s face), our ears (deaf to his voice), and every sense (deadened 
through sin and overstimulation).  Do we take advantage of the healing and grace 
available in the sacraments?  The man in today’s Gospel immediately disobeyed 
the one who healed him.  What do we do with our newfound freedom?  With his 
very hands and fingers, Christ touches us in the sacraments—bathing, forgiving, 
anointing, and feeding us—“opening” our senses that we may use them in his 
faithful service. 

Ephphatha! 

Readings:  23rd Week in Ordinary Time (B) 
Su 9/5 Is 35:4-7a • Ps 146:6-10 • James 2:1-5 • Mark 

7:31-37 
M 9/6 Colo 1:24—2:3 • Ps 62:6-7, 9 • Luke 6:6-11 
Tu 9/7 Colo 2:6-15 • Ps 145:1-2, 8-11 • Luke 6:12-19 
W 9/8 Micah 5:1-4a • Ps 13:6 • Matt 1:1-16, 18-23 
Th 9/9 Colo 3:12-17 • Ps 150:1-6 • Luke 6:27-38 
F 9/10 1 Tim 1:1-2, 12-14 • Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11 • 

Luke 6:39-42 
Sa 9/11 1 Tim 1:15-17 • Ps 113:1-7 • Luke 6:43-49 

Funerals 
When planning a funeral for a loved one, please call the pastor 
before making any arrangements with the funeral home 
regarding the date and time of visitation, the funeral Mass or 
service at the funeral home. 

Hospitality Committee 
Holy Angels will provide a funeral luncheon if the family of the 
deceased requests one. The Hospitality Committee consists of 
several women from the parish who volunteer to host the 
luncheons. Someone from the committee will be calling on you 
for food and help when the need arises. 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention 
Each year, the Holy Father asks for our prayers for a specific 
intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy 
Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in 
praying for this intention each month. Only one intention is 
offered per month, whether universal or related to 
evangelization. 

SEPTEMBER 
Universal Intention 

An environmentally sustainable lifestyle 
We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple 

and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our  
young people who are resolutely committed to this. 

FOOD DRIVE for Matthew 25:40 
Help us fill Matthew’s Food Pantry!!! 

Place donations in the grocery buggy located in the 
hallway at the canopy entrance. 

SHARE WHAT YOU CAN 

Anniversaries: Sept 5th – Sept 11th  
9/3      Rad & Lee Ann Hunsley 
9/10    Ken & Beth Dunn 
9/11    Stanley & Rita Plewa 

Birthdays: Sept 5th – Sept 11th  
9/5      Noel Gomez, Juan Carlos Garcia Ponce, 

  Jazmin Gonzalez 
9/6      Kenneth Price, Rosie Ramey, Damion Unland 
9/8      Matthew Rudolph, Diego Vazquez 
9/10    Yahir Acosta, Norma Galloway 
9/11    Ricardo Blanco, Nicolas Bañuelos Cossio, Julie Davis, 

  Ayden Valdovinos 

http://www.holyangelscc.com/
mailto:revhirtz@cableone.net
mailto:ccshea@cableone.net
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