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St. Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 

16300 Domain Ln. 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

694-2170 phone  
www.aksaintandrews.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is to 
build a community of Faith, Hope and Love by 

the way we educate, celebrate, and live as  
individual stewards of the many blessings of  
Almighty GOD.  We are called to be Christ’s 
hands and voice reaching out to embrace all 
who are in need, and to establish peace and  

justice in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 10 am and 7 pm 
 

Weekdays*: Monday-Communion Service 9 am 
  Tues-Fri. Mass 9 am 
 

*Unless otherwise noted in the weekly schedule 
 

Holy Days: 9 am and 7 pm 
 

Rosary—8:30 am daily, 6:15 pm on Thursday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration—Perpetual 
 

Sacraments 
 

Confessions—Saturday: 3:30 or by appointment 
 

Baptism, Marriage, Anointing of Sick--contact 
the office 
 

Sacraments of Initiation--Adults interested in 
becoming  Catholic --Please contact Deacon 
Mark or the office. 

KELLEY & CANTERBURY  
LAW OFFICES 

On your side, at your side, every step of 
the way. 

A family-owned personal injury law 
firm. Visit  

our website at  
www.kelleyandcanterbury.com  

EAGLE RIVER EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
K-Adult 

Math, Reading, Italian 
Bonnie & Michael Melielo  250-0023 

GLORIOUS LIFE ASSISTED LIVING HOME LLC 
16641 Marcus St. Eagle River 

341-3277 

   EAGLE SUMMIT DENTAL GROUP 
Michael Sanders, D.M.D., P.C. 
Eagle River, AK   694-8234 

www.eagleriverdental.org   

GRANITE CITY ALASKA 
Slab granite countertops. Professional installations. 

Contact Matt or Melissa Hickey   694-6900 

Young Living Essential Oils 
Live a healthy, chemical free life & learn about oils! 

Karla Beller #10161134 
Itsthefamilylife@gmail.com 

www.youngliving.com  

Holy Rosary Academy K-12 Catholic School 
Where Faith and Reason  

Meet in the Pursuit of Excellence 
 Website: www.hraak.com    Phone:907-276-5822 

COURTESY FLUSH 
Drain/Sewer Line Cleaning; 

 Plumbing and Heating 
907-622-3033 

ALL LIFE IS YOGA 
 

Mary McCormick, RYT  Owner/instructor 

 www.alllifeisyoga.org  

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
 

Located in Eagle River, we offer Preschool-8th grade. St. 
John's provides children with a sound educational foun-
dation in a loving Christian environment. For more info 
contact us @ 696-3920 or    Visit us on the web:  
sjocs1@gmail.com  www.stjohnalaska.org/school   

 

PAMPERED CHEF 
Aimee Woodley, Independent 

Consultant907-240-9338  
 frozenchef@mac.com 

www.pamperedchef.biz/aimeewoodley 
Cooking/Catalog Parties, Wedding 

Registries & Showers,  
Fundraisers & More! 

Check out exclusive Facebook  
specials at 

www.facebook.com/thefrozenchef 

EAGLE RIVER BALLET  
 

Alice Bassler Sullivan, Director 
Heather McEwen, Instructor 

Inquiries: 
www.eagleriverballet.com  

Sharing Space with All Life is Yoga 

Alaska Premier Dental Group 
Brian Kruchoski, DDS 
www.smilealaska.com 

"Taking Care of You Way Beyond Your Smile" 

Eagle River Trustworthy Hardware Store 
17034 N. Eagle River Loop Road 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
(907) 694-9384  

日本語のレッソン Japanese Lessons! 
 

Custom designed to interests, goals & learning styles. Certi-
fied AK teacher, MA in Japanese Studies, worked & studied 

in Japan. Taught for Chugiak High School, UAA & home 
school programs. Please call/text: 350-7395 for Caryn 

VALLEY UROLOGY--Eagle River Office 
Jeff A.Simerville MD 

Adult and Pediatric Urology 
689-1270 www.akvalleyurology.com  

MEGAN’S TAX SERVICE IN EAGLE RIVER 
 

Megan’s Tax Service will donate $30 to St. Andrew debt 
reduction fund for each parishioner’s tax return filed. 

694-1040. 

ALASKA QUALITY SEPTIC 
 

Septic Pumping 
Contact Jacob Tramp -(907)344-2632 

CBL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

Sara McCormick, Owner 
Payroll, Bookkeeping and Medical Billing 

907-854-7882 
cblaccounting@gci.net 

Golden Paws Kennel 
 

 
 

 
Canine Boarding for senior dogs  

ages 9 and older 
907 622-6121 

winter-in-ak@mtaonline.net   
 

A & A The Shop 
Eagle River    Anchorage 

Mon-Sat, 8am-5p     Mon-Sat. 7am-5:30 
11135 Ashley Park Ln                       48617 Old Seward 

 

Alaska’s Independent  Subaru Service 

 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME Inc. 
K9 Daycare & Boarding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eagle River's exclusive  
Homestyle  K9 care facility.   

We specialize in caring for your 
 K9 just like you do at home. 

 If your dog needs a safe, secure and 
comfortable place to call 

 its own we have it! 
www.K9HM.com   

Cozy Interiors 
Carpet - Furniture – Flooring –  

Cabinets –Window Shades – Rugs 
Matt & Melissa 694-2699 

BERNIE MCCLURE 
 
 
 
 

Specializing in Residential,  
Commercial, & Land Sales 

694-4294 
(907) 854-4147 

bernie4homesak@gmail.com 

SIMPSON HOME REPAIR 
 

Mike Simpson Owner/Operator 
1-907-863-3254 

msimpson@mtaonline.net 
17209 Foothill Ave., Eagle River  

OYdesigns&sewing 
 

Custom made and Tailoring, alterations, restorations, 
fittings, bridal, special occasion, ready to wear 
1-907 -717-7723                   Free pick up service 

onlyyoudesigns68 @yahoo.com 
www.onlyyoudesigns68.wixsite.com 

Come dance with us!  
Irish Dance Academy of Alaska 

Irish step dancing classes for kids age 4-18 years old 
An energetic, fun, modest form of dance 

Both performance and competitive 
For more details please contact us at 

www.irishdanceak.com  

CAKESUCRAVE 
 

By Lalaine  (907) 365-9883 

Rachel Alexander LMT 
Strong, Experienced Therapeutic Massage 

rachelalexanderlmt.abmp.com 
907-310-0464 

Servants Heart Catholic Books & Gifts 
 

Books on different topics as well as Gifts (Holy Land  
Crosses, First Communion gifts, etc.) Parishioner owned 

 
Servantsheartak15@gmail.com 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

In our continuing catechesis on the Ten Command-
ments, we now turn to the seventh commandment: 
“You shall not steal.” 
 

This commandment deals specifically with theft and 
with respect for the property of others. Yet it also in-
vites us to consider, in the light of faith and the 
Church’s social doctrine, that the goods of creation are 
destined for the entire human race.  
 

The universal destination of goods does not detract 
from the right to private property, but sets that right in 
proper perspective. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches that “the ownership of any property 
makes its holder a steward of Providence, with the 
task of making it fruitful and communicating its bene-
fits to others” (No. 2404).  
 

Our world has sufficient resources to meet the primary 
needs of all its inhabitants, yet so many members of 
our human family continue to suffer extreme want and 
even starvation for lack of sound economic decisions 
inspired by solidarity and justice. 
 

 The example of Christ, who, though rich became poor 
for our sake (cf. 2 Cor 8:9), reveals the true meaning 
and purpose of all wealth: it stands at the service of 
love, freedom and human dignity. 
 

I greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors tak-
ing part in today’s Audience, especially those from 
Denmark, Japan, the Philippines and the United States 
of America. I offer a special greeting to the partici-
pants in the first International Men’s Meeting here in 
Rome. Upon all of you, and your families, I invoke the 
Lord’s blessings of joy and peace. God bless you! 
—Pope Francis 
 
 

https://www.romereports.com/en/2018/11/07/pope-
francis-explains-in-general-audience-the-seventh-
commandment-you-shall-not-steal/ 
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Aluminum Cans:  A large collection box 
can be found near the dumpster. Note: 
This box is for aluminum only, no plastic. 

 
Egg Cartons:  We save one dozen size 
egg cartons for the Food Bank.  Place 
them (and non-perishable food donations) 
in the God Box by the Men’s  
Restroom. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Please keep your children from scribbling in the green 
music issues as many parishioners donated the books 
in memory of loved ones.  Thank you! 

MOVING/ADDRESS CHANGES? 
 

Are you moving or planning to move? If so, please let 
the parish office know in advance so we can change or 
stop mailing your offering envelopes. This saves post-
age.  

STEPS TO GETTING  YOUR CHILD BAPTIZED AT ST. ANDREW 
 

 Contact Deacon Mark@ deaconmark@mtaonline.net  
 

If this is your first child to be baptized at St. Andrew you will need to take a class. Once you have received instruction 
your baptism will be scheduled. Usual times for baptism are during or after the weekend Mass. 

Pamphlets, Flyers, Posters 
Anything to be displayed in the church must be ap-
proved in the office. Please stop by the office so that 
we may run the items by the pastor before they are 
displayed.  Anything that is not OK’d will be taken 
down. Help us assure that what is displayed is ap-
propriate and theologically correct. Thank you! 

Comfort and Accessibility: 
 
   Accessible Restrooms available in the halls off the nar-

thex. 
   Ladies’ and Family Restrooms on the North side, 

Men’s restroom on the South side. 
   Seating for Wheelchairs available in the front of the 

Nave. 
   If you have difficulty approaching the altar for com-

munion, please tell an usher, and Communion will be 
brought to you. 

   A limited number of assisted-hearing devices are avail-
able; ask an usher for assistance. 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
 

Stop by the Welcome table to register and find out 
more about St. Andrew Parish! You can also register 
online at our website www.aksaintandrews.org 

All children must be supervised by their  parents at 
all times while on parish property.  As always, our ush-
ers are on hand during Mass to render assistance. 

Stewardship Sacrament Corner—Congratulations ! 

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
 

Do you have crutches, braces, wheel chairs, padding, 
bandaging materials, or non-prescription medical  sup-
plies or ointments that you would like to donate?   Con-
tact Paula or Raymond @ 694-2415 for pickup. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Classes for those interested in becoming Catholic begins in September. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the name given to the instruction and discernment program for those who would like to receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation in the Church. The classes meet every Sunday beginning with the 10 am Mass and finish 
around noon.  The program leads to Confirmation and reception into the Church at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy  
Saturday. Please contact Deacon Mark  (deaconmark@mtaonline.net ) or the office if you would like to learn more.  
 

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

This group is composed of people who have suffered 
the loss of a loved one to suicide. It is facilitated by 
trained volunteers and is there to help its participants to 
help heal from the pain and loss. This is an open group 
that will meet twice a month to discuss issues and prob-
lems related to the suicide of their loved one and help 
them to integrate this loss into their life.  
 

Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M in Eagle River. Please 
call before first visit: 907-696-5229. There is no cost.  

NEW CDS from the Augustine Institute are available 
on the table by the coat closet.  

Miscellaneous 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT : Help is available—Have you or someone you know been sexually or physically abused?  
Contact:   
                Office of Children’s Services  1-800-478-4444 
                Adult Protective Services      1-800-478-9996 
                STAR Standing Together Against Rape 907-276-7273 
                Archdiocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 907-297-7786 

 Calendar 

STAMPS & POSTMARKS:  A box is in the coat room 
for all cancelled stamps you may have. They are sent to 
the retired SSSF Sisters in Wisconsin where they are 
prepared for selling to stamp collectors. The revenue 
they receive helps maintain their convent. 

Miscellaneous 

Welcome! 

We are currently streaming  Mass. Sunday @ 10 am.  We also have weekend Mass in person on Saturday @ 5:30, 
Sunday  at 10 am and 7 pm. We have daily Mass at 9 am Tues-Friday. For all Masses we require masks to be worn 
and social distancing to be observed. 
 
Changes are on going. You should receive an email or text when there is a major change to schedule. If you have not 
been receiving notification please email parishsecretary@aksaintandrew,org with current contact information.  
 
Other uses of the church will be forthcoming in the following weeks and months, dependent on the state of the 
COVID pandemic, 

Baptisms: Apr 03, 2021— Elsie Marie Raile 
                 Apr 03, 2021—Gregory Vincent Fletcher 
                 Apr 03, 2021—Taylor Jean Deschamps 
                 Apr 11, 2021— Colson Luke Newman 
                 Apr 11, 2021— Penelope Rhea Hartley 
                 Apr 14, 2021 —Abigail Grace Mason 
 

Confirmation: Apr 3, 2021—Taylor Jean Deschamps 
                        Apr 3, 2021—Gregory Vincent Fletcher 
                        Apr 3, 2021—Kara Jean Deschamps 
 

1st Communion: Apr 3, 2021—Taylor Jean Deschamps 
                            Apr 3, 2021—Gregory Vincent Fletcher 

1st Communion :  
 

Apr 23, 2021—Emma Heaphy             David Matthews 
 

Apr 24, 2021—Bryson Adkins             Elijah Bloom 
                         Hunter Brooks             Marjorie Gagin 
                         Evelyn Gagin               Emeleigh Glover 
                         Jane Huffer                  Xavier Johnson 
                         Kyler Johnson              Grace Kelly 
                         Juelz Gregorio Mendiola 
                         Elsie Raile                    Leilialani Rupp  
                         Christopher Reinhart    Clara Toenes 
                         Reagan Shepherd          Danica Tooman 
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Listen to Catholic Radio on  

KHRM, 94.1 FM Anchorage 

CATHOLIC  NETFLIX! —Formed.org 
Your parish has gifted you with free unlimited access 
to the best eBooks, talks, and videos in the Church to-
day. Register at www.formed.org 

Parishioner code: 8MZ8B4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                 OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
Bereavement Support   Parish Office—694-2170 
Communion to the Homebound  Parish Office—694-2170 
Love INC     Virginia Marquez—632-0272 
Elizabeth Ministry    Jo Martin—688-4882 
St. Andrew Meal Ministry   Barbara Peters—696-4164 
Respect Life Ministry   Rashae Johnson 854-2997 
Single Parent Fellowship   Ann Marie Mabry— 227-4516 
Hospital Visits    Joe Beaty—770-2300   694-3104 
Prayer Chain                                                      Jacki Augustine—694-4771 

Because of HIPAA laws, parishioners need to notify us if going  
to the hospital. Remember to request the Anointing of the Sick before surgery!  Call the parish at 694-2170. 

Kids’ Corner: Mary 

Church Ministries 

Tech Corner/ Miscellaneous Information 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted 
with love and compassion. The prayer 
shawl ministry reaches out to those in 
need of comfort and solace, as well as 
celebration and joy. 
  

The Ministry meets weekly on Zoom 
Mondays —Contact Dolores @ 726-5345. 

 

LADIES GROUP 
We are eagerly awaiting further develop-
ments that will accommodate our being 
able to meet again. Meanwhile, we are 
thinking about possibilities to carry on 
our mission once we are fully function-
ing and back together. We miss each and 
every one of you and hope you are doing 
well. You are in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

http://www.formed.org


Religious Education 

Financial Highlights 

NEEDS IN THE EAGLE RIVER COMMUNITY 
    

LOVE INC--Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to  
transform lives and communities in the Name of 
Christ. If you are in need of help, please call  907-726-
5683.  
 
 

Our organization needs your contribution of volun-
teers,  
finances and donations to better serve our community. 
Can you contribute?  Please call 250-1735 and let us 
know. www.loveincofeagleriver.org 

 

Please donate to the Good Samaritan Fund: $5, $10 or 
$20 month. This money will help our neighbors with 
utilities or gas cards. Please mail your donations to:  
           

LOVE INC. 

SPRED  
(Special Religious Development)  

JESUS SAYS TO YOU TODAY, 
 “I CALL YOU FRIEND” 

 

SPRED builds a community of Faith welcoming per-
sons with developmental disabilities, so that they may 
find spiritual nourishment and opportunities to give 
glory to God. We hope to resume our program at St. 
Andrew in the fall.  If you know someone who would 
benefit from this type of formation, or if you would like 
to volunteer for this most rewarding ministry, please 
send a text message to Kate Green, our parish coordina-
tor, at 907-382-0824." 

 
 
Contact Margaret with any questions regarding Youth 
Group/ Faith Formation: Margaret@aksaintandrews.org 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Fishers of Men: Monday nights 7pm in the Confer-
ence Room. We will resume again in the Fall if anyone 
is interested and wants more information please contact 
Will Goolsby at  
WilliamGoolsby@hotmail.com.    

Office Location: 
11940 Business Blvd. 
Eagle River, AK  99577  

Rev. Gracie Jackson 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 770833 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Please continue to pray for OUR neighbors in need 
and pray that partners/donors will come forward!  
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

WALK-INS:  Please  inform our  neighbors whom 
you are serving, that we are a call center not a walk-in 
center.  Please call: (907) 250-1735. 
 

Many of our neighbors are in serious financial trouble!  
So, we pray and give them guidance if they choose it.  
Assisting them with rent and utilities is challenging 
they really need to manage their time and finances!  We 
will continue to assist them as we are able. 

Knightly News 

ST. ANDREW MOMS MINISTRY—Meeting  
IN PERSON THURSDAYS, through  May 13, 2021 
10am-12noon, Mother of God Chapel, St. Andrew, 
*Mask required 
 

Ignition Spiritual Exercises 
Next meeting dates are May 6 and May 13th. 10am-
12noon We will continue with our study of the Ignition 
Spiritual Exercises. Come to deepen your faith, pray as a 
group and for fellowship!  (Note: still no childcare avail-
able due to restrictions, nursing babies are welcome.) 
 

May is the month of Mary 
Join our St. Andrew MOMS Rosary - Our Lady’s Blue 
Army, 
Praying the Rosary Everyday on Zoom 
Sunday-Saturday at 7am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8964391349 
Meeting ID: 896 439 1349 
 
Thursday, May 13, 2021 is the Feast Day of Our Lady of 
Fatima 
Please join us in attending 9am Mass on this Feast 
Day.  There will also be a simple ceremony after mass 
for those interested in being enrolled in the Brown Scap-
ular Confraternity for any who are interested: https://
www.sistersofcarmel.com/brown-scapular-

Spring Clean-Up—Saturday May 8th.  We plan to clean up the outside grounds of the church and to start work in the 
morning at approximately  10 or 11 and then have burgers and dogs with chips and drinks when we finish at 12 or 
1300.   Will follow up with a date and time as we get closer to this event. 
 
Flag Retirement Ceremony—Our annual US and Alaska Flag retirement will be on Monday June 14th at 1830  Bring 
your tattered, worn out, or torn flags to the Knights for retirement. You can also drop off at the church, there is a box 
by the Knight Table/Bulletin Board.   
 
2021 Baccalaureate Mass and Knights of Columbus Scholorships and Adeline Campbell Service Award— Saturday, 
May 15th at 5:30pm.  The Knights of Columbus traditionally present scholarship awards at this Mass. Anyone who is 
receiving an award will be informed beforehand that they have been selected but we encourage you to attend regard-
less and be recognized by your parish community for your accomplishments! Please invite family and friends as well. 
POC is John Grennon. Contact him at  jgren14965@aol.com 
 
Next General Business Meeting—Members of Council 9830; our monthly business meeting is Tuesday May 11th at 
7pm in the Narthex of St. Andrew church. COME JOIN US!  We need to follow current mandates for this meeting. 
There will be a sheet to sign in when you arrive. (Just as you would if you are attending Mass) 
    
Annual Dues Payment—Fraternal Brothers of Eagle River Council 9830; there is a list of members that have unpaid 
dues on the Knights Bulletin Board near the Sacristy.  Dues are $30 and can be paid by cash, check, or credit card 
to WT Pierre, WFS Tim Finley, or Trustee Ken Kutney.  Dues can be paid at our monthly sent to Knights of Colum-
bus 16300 Domain Lane Eagle River AK. 99577, or you can call Ken Kutney at (907) 223-3141, he will be able to 
take credit card payment over the phone.      
       
Bison Ticket Sales:—Thanks to all who Sold tickets; Russ, Ben, Ray, Ken, Gary, Bill, Jeff, Mark, and Larry. POC 
WDGK Paul Mordini  Ph. 691-6574 or lani1031@mtaonline.net.  
 
New Chancellor:—Russ Hart is the new Chancellor.  We welcome him into his new position.  Thanks Russ! 
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER—Thursday May 6 at 
Noon we will hold the National Day of Prayer at the Ga-
zebo on Business Park Blvd across from Garcias. Please 
come wearing a mask to protect others.  
 

 Please pray for our friends: 
 Doc  - is now living in Anchorage and is safe. 
 All our neighbors  

          St. Andrew Catholic Church

          Offertory -  March 2021

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Masses, Mail & Drop Box 23,817.00$           89,035.00$                  112,852.00$   

Given On-line 38,464.00$           6,491.00$                     44,955.00$     

Earthquake Repair 475.00$                 475.00$           

Yurt 50.00$                    50.00$              

Total 62,806.00$           95,526.00$                  158,332.00$   
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Catechism –7th Commandment :   Thou shalt not steal 

ETIQUETTE FOR USING A MOBILE DEVICE IN A HOUSE OF WORSHIP—Check device settings BEFORE 
entering your house of worship (I usually do this on the way to church with my husband driving): 

Silence your mobile device. 

Dim the light on your screen to lessen the distraction to others around you. If the app offers an option to choose a back-
ground that is not bright white, go for it. Bright objects distract others around you, and this is particularly so if you use a 
device with a large screen like an iPad or tablet. 

Disable those pesky notification center banners, popups, badges, and sounds by switching to airplane mode. As a dou-
ble precaution, turn vibration off for all events that you normally select to vibrate when on silent mode (incoming calls, 
emails etc.). 

 Open the app you plan to use at Mass and set it to the first text you will read. Then put it in sleep mode. 
Don’t even think of entering the church building until you have covered that list in preparation. Now, once you are in the 
sacred space, 

Keep your device out of sight until needed. Put your device away the moment your are finished using the app. For the 
love of God, unless you really need to read the text of the Consecration, make sure your device is put away by then. 

Hold your device in such a manner that it is not distracting to others–down low and cupped in your hands. 

Bump up text size if you cannot read when your device is held at waist level. If your app does not offer text re-size op-
tion, choose another app that does (or get glasses). That light on you phone really is distracting to others. Keep it low. 

As an optional courtesy before Mass begins, you may wish to inform those around you that you will be using your mo-
bile device to read the missal texts. 

You may wish to select a pew off to the side and against a wall to lessen the number of people who will see your 
screen. But that is just an optional idea. 
https://catholicapptitude.org/2014/03/18/beyond-silent-mode-etiquette-for-using-your-cell-phone-in-church/ 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT—You shall not steal. 
The seventh commandment forbids unjustly taking or keeping the goods of one's neighbor and wronging him in any way with re-
spect to his goods. It commands justice and charity in the care of earthly goods and the fruits of men's labor. For the sake of the 
common good, it requires respect for the universal destination of goods and respect for the right to private property. Christian life 
strives to order this world's goods to God and to fraternal charity. 
THE UNIVERSAL DESTINATION AND THE PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF GOODS 
In the beginning God entrusted the earth and its resources to the common stewardship of mankind to take care of them, master 
them by labor, and enjoy their fruits. The goods of creation are destined for the whole human race. However, the earth is divided 
up among men to assure the security of their lives, endangered by poverty and threatened by violence. The appropriation of proper-
ty is legitimate for guaranteeing the freedom and dignity of persons and for helping each of them to meet his basic needs and the 
needs of those in his charge. It should allow for a natural solidarity to develop between men. 
The right to private property, acquired  or received in a just way, does not do away with the original gift of the earth to the whole of 
mankind. The universal destination of goods remains primordial, even if the promotion of the common good requires respect for 
the right to private property and its exercise. 
"In his use of things man should regard the external goods he legitimately owns not merely as exclusive to himself but common to 
others also, in the sense that they can benefit others as well as himself." The ownership of any property makes its holder a steward 
of Providence, with the task of making it fruitful and communicating its benefits to others, first of all his family. 
Goods of production - material or immaterial - such as land, factories, practical or artistic skills, oblige their possessors to employ 
them in ways that will benefit the greatest number. Those who hold goods for use and consumption should use them with modera-
tion, reserving the better part for guests, for the sick and the poor. 
Political authority has the right and duty to regulate the legitimate exercise of the right to ownership for the sake of the common 
good. 
II. RESPECT FOR PERSONS AND THEIR GOODS 
In economic matters, respect for human dignity requires the practice of the virtue of temperance, so as to moderate attachment to 
this world's goods; the practice of the virtue of justice, to preserve our neighbor's rights and render him what is his due; and the 
practice of solidarity, in accordance with the golden rule and in keeping with the generosity of the Lord, who "though he was rich, 
yet for your sake . . . became poor so that by his poverty, you might become rich." 
Respect for the goods of others 
The seventh commandment forbids theft, that is, usurping another's property against the reasonable will of the owner. There is no 
theft if consent can be presumed or if refusal is contrary to reason and the universal destination of goods. This is the case in obvi-
ous and urgent necessity when the only way to provide for immediate, essential needs (food, shelter, clothing . . .) is to put at one's 
disposal and use the property of others. 
Even if it does not contradict the provisions of civil law, any form of unjustly taking and keeping the property of others is against 
the seventh commandment: thus, deliberate retention of goods lent or of objects lost; business fraud; paying unjust wages; forcing 
up prices by taking advantage of the ignorance or hardship of another. 
The following are also morally illicit: speculation in which one contrives to manipulate the price of goods artificially in order to 
gain an advantage to the detriment of others; corruption in which one influences the judgment of those who must make decisions 
according to law; appropriation and use for private purposes of the common goods of an enterprise; work poorly done; tax evasion; 
forgery of checks and invoices; excessive expenses and waste. Willfully damaging private or public property is contrary to the 
moral law and requires reparation. 
Promises must be kept and contracts strictly observed to the extent that the commitments made in them are morally just. A signifi-
cant part of economic and social life depends on the honoring of contracts between physical or moral persons - commercial con-
tracts of purchase or sale, rental or labor contracts. All contracts must be agreed to and executed in good faith. 
Contracts are subject to commutative justice which regulates exchanges between persons and between institutions in accordance 
with a strict respect for their rights. Commutative justice obliges strictly; it requires safeguarding property rights, paying debts, and 
fulfilling obligations freely contracted. Without commutative justice, no other form of justice is possible. 
One distinguishes commutative justice from legal justice which concerns what the citizen owes in fairness to the community, and 
from distributive justice which regulates what the community owes its citizens in proportion to their contributions and needs. 
In virtue of commutative justice, reparation for injustice committed requires the restitution of stolen goods to their owner: 
Jesus blesses Zacchaeus for his pledge: "If I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." Those who, directly or indi-
rectly, have taken possession of the goods of another, are obliged to make restitution of them, or to return the equivalent in kind or 
in money, if the goods have disappeared, as well as the profit or advantages their owner would have legitimately obtained from 
them. Likewise, all who in some manner have taken part in a theft or who have knowingly benefited from it - for example, those 
who ordered it, assisted in it, or received the stolen goods - are obliged to make restitution in proportion to their responsibility and 
to their share of what was stolen. 
Games of chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves contrary to justice. They become morally unacceptable when 
they deprive someone of what is necessary to provide for his needs and those of others. The passion for gambling risks becoming 
an enslavement. Unfair wagers and cheating at games constitute grave matter, unless the damage inflicted is so slight that the one 
who suffers it cannot reasonably consider it significant. 
The seventh commandment forbids acts or enterprises that for any reason - selfish or ideological, commercial, or totalitarian - lead 
to the enslavement of human beings, to their being bought, sold and exchanged like merchandise, in disregard for their personal 
dignity. It is a sin against the dignity of persons and their fundamental rights to reduce them by violence to their productive value 
or to a source of profit. St. Paul directed a Christian master to treat his Christian slave "no longer as a slave but more than a slave, 
as a beloved brother, . . . both in the flesh and in the Lord." 
 
 

able to give to those in need." It extends not only to material poverty but also to the many forms of cultural and religious poverty. 
Love for the poor is incompatible with immoderate love of riches or their selfish use: 

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and your garments 
are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like 
fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days. Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept 
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the 
earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned, you have killed 
the righteous man; he does not resist you. 

St. John Chrysostom vigorously recalls this: "Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of 
life. The goods we possess are not ours, but theirs." "The demands of justice must be satisfied first of all; that which is already due 
in justice is not to be offered as a gift of charity": 

When we attend to the needs of those in want, we give them what is theirs, not ours. More than performing works of mercy, 
we are paying a debt of justice. 

The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities. In-
structing, advising, consoling, comforting are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs patiently. The corporal 
works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and impris-
oned, and burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a 
work of justice pleasing to God: 

He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none and he who has food must do likewise.But give for alms those 
things which are within; and behold, everything is clean for you.246 If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily 
food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what does it profit? 

"In its various forms - material deprivation, unjust oppression, physical and psychological illness and death - human misery is the 
obvious sign of the inherited condition of frailty and need for salvation in which man finds himself as a consequence of original sin. 
This misery elicited the compassion of Christ the Savior, who willingly took it upon himself and identified himself with the least of 
his brethren. Hence, those who are oppressed by poverty are the object of a preferential love on the part of the Church which, since 
her origin and in spite of the failings of many of her members, has not ceased to work for their relief, defense, and liberation 
through numerous works of charity which remain indispensable always and everywhere." 
Beginning with the Old Testament, all kinds of juridical measures (the jubilee year of forgiveness of debts, prohibition of loans at 
interest and the keeping of collateral, the obligation to tithe, the daily payment of the day-laborer, the right to glean vines and 
fields) answer the exhortation of Deuteronomy: "For the poor will never cease out of the land; therefore I command you, 'You shall 
open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor in the land.'" Jesus makes these words his own: "The poor you 
always have with you, but you do not always have me." In so doing he does not soften the vehemence of former oracles against 
"buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals . . .," but invites us to recognize his own presence in the poor who are 
his brethren: When her mother reproached her for caring for the poor and the sick at home, St. Rose of Lima said to her: "When we 
serve the poor and the sick, we serve Jesus. We must not fail to help our neighbors, because in them we serve Jesus . 
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Respect for the integrity of creation 
The seventh commandment enjoins respect for the integrity of creation. Animals, like plants and inanimate beings, are by nature 
destined for the common good of past, present, and future humanity. Use of the mineral, vegetable, and animal resources of the 
universe cannot be divorced from respect for moral imperatives. Man's dominion over inanimate and other living beings granted 
by the Creator is not absolute; it is limited by concern for the quality of life of his neighbor, including generations to come; it 
requires a religious respect for the integrity of creation. 
Animals are God's creatures. He surrounds them with his providential care. By their mere existence they bless him and give him 
glory.  Thus men owe them kindness. We should recall the gentleness with which saints like St. Francis of Assisi or St. Philip 
Neri treated animals. 
God entrusted animals to the stewardship of those whom he created in his own image. Hence it is legitimate to use animals for 
food and clothing. They may be domesticated to help man in his work and leisure. Medical and scientific experimentation on 
animals is a morally acceptable practice if it remains within reasonable limits and contributes to caring for or saving human lives. 
It is contrary to human dignity to cause animals to suffer or die needlessly. It is likewise unworthy to spend money on them that 
should as a priority go to the relief of human misery. One can love animals; one should not direct to them the affection due only 
to persons 
 
III. THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH 
"Christian revelation . . . promotes deeper understanding of the laws of social living." The Church receives from the Gospel the 
full revelation of the truth about man. When she fulfills her mission of proclaiming the Gospel, she bears witness to man, in the 
name of Christ, to his dignity and his vocation to the communion of persons. She teaches him the demands of justice and peace 
in conformity with divine wisdom. 
 The Church makes a moral judgment about economic and social matters, "when the fundamental rights of the person or the sal-
vation of souls requires it." In the moral order she bears a mission distinct from that of political authorities: the Church is con-
cerned with the temporal aspects of the common good because they are ordered to the sovereign Good, our ultimate end. She 
strives to inspire right attitudes with respect to earthly goods and in socio-economic relationships. 
The social doctrine of the Church developed in the nineteenth century when the Gospel encountered modern industrial society 
with its new structures for the production of consumer goods, its new concept of society, the state and authority, and its new 
forms of labor and ownership. The development of the doctrine of the Church on economic and social matters attests the perma-
nent value of the Church's teaching at the same time as it attests the true meaning of her Tradition, always living and active. 
The Church's social teaching comprises a body of doctrine, which is articulated as the Church interprets events in the course of 
history, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, in the light of the whole of what has been revealed by Jesus Christ. This teaching 
can be more easily accepted by men of good will, the more the faithful let themselves be guided by it. 
The Church's social teaching proposes principles for reflection; it provides criteria for judgment; it gives guidelines for action: 
Any system in which social relationships are determined entirely by economic factors is contrary to the nature of the human per-
son and his acts. 
A theory that makes profit the exclusive norm and ultimate end of economic activity is morally unacceptable. The disordered 
desire for money cannot but produce perverse effects. It is one of the causes of the many conflicts which disturb the social order. 
A system that "subordinates the basic rights of individuals and of groups to the collective organization of production" is contrary 
to human dignity. Every practice that reduces persons to nothing more than a means of profit enslaves man, leads to idolizing 
money, and contributes to the spread of atheism. "You cannot serve God and mammon." 
The Church has rejected the totalitarian and atheistic ideologies associated in modem times with "communism" or "socialism." 
She has likewise refused to accept, in the practice of "capitalism," individualism and the absolute primacy of the law of the mar-
ketplace over human labor. Regulating the economy solely by centralized planning perverts the basis of social bonds; regulating 
it solely by the law of the marketplace fails social justice, for "there are many human needs which cannot be satisfied by the mar-
ket." Reasonable regulation of the marketplace and economic initiatives, in keeping with a just hierarchy of values and a view to 
the common good, is to be commended. 
 
IV. ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
The development of economic activity and growth in production are meant to provide for the needs of human beings. Economic 
life is not meant solely to multiply goods produced and increase profit or power; it is ordered first of all to the service of persons, 
of the whole man, and of the entire human community. Economic activity, conducted according to its own proper methods, is to 
be exercised within the limits of the moral order, in keeping with social justice so as to correspond to God's plan for man. 
Human work proceeds directly from persons created in the image of God and called to prolong the work of creation by subduing 
the earth, both with and for one another. Hence work is a duty: "If any one will not work, let him not eat." Work honors the Crea-
tor's gifts and the talents received from him. It can also be redemptive. By enduring the hardship of work in union with Jesus, the 
carpenter of Nazareth and the one crucified on Calvary, man collaborates in a certain fashion with the Son of God in his redemp-
tive work. He shows himself to be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily, in the work he is called to accomplish. Work 
can be a means of sanctification and a way of animating earthly realities with the Spirit of Christ. 
In work, the person exercises and fulfills in part the potential inscribed in his nature. The primordial value of labor stems from 
man himself, its author and its beneficiary. Work is for man, not man for work. 
Everyone should be able to draw from work the means of providing for his life and that of his family, and of serving the human 
community. 

 

Everyone has the right of economic initiative; everyone should make legitimate use of his talents to contribute to the abundance 
that will benefit all and to harvest the just fruits of his labor. He should seek to observe regulations issued by legitimate authority 
for the sake of the common good. 
Economic life brings into play different interests, often opposed to one another. This explains why the conflicts that characterize it 
arise. Efforts should be made to reduce these conflicts by negotiation that respects the rights and duties of each social partner: those 
responsible for business enterprises, representatives of wage- earners (for example, trade unions), and public authorities when ap-
propriate. 
The responsibility of the state. "Economic activity, especially the activity of a market economy, cannot be conducted in an institu-
tional, juridical, or political vacuum. On the contrary, it presupposes sure guarantees of individual freedom and private property, as 
well as a stable currency and efficient public services. Hence the principal task of the state is to guarantee this security, so that those 
who work and produce can enjoy the fruits of their labors and thus feel encouraged to work efficiently and honestly. . . . Another 
task of the state is that of overseeing and directing the exercise of human rights in the economic sector. However, primary responsi-
bility in this area belongs not to the state but to individuals and to the various groups and associations which make up society." 
Those responsible for business enterprises are responsible to society for the economic and ecological effects of their opera-
tions. They have an obligation to consider the good of persons and not only the increase of profits. Profits are necessary, however. 
They make possible the investments that ensure the future of a business and they guarantee employment. 
Access to employment and to professions must be open to all without unjust discrimination: men and women, healthy and disabled, 
natives and immigrants. For its part society should, according to circumstances, help citizens find work and employment. 
A just wage is the legitimate fruit of work. To refuse or withhold it can be a grave injustice. In determining fair pay both the needs 
and the contributions of each person must be taken into account. "Remuneration for work should guarantee man the opportunity to 
provide a dignified livelihood for himself and his family on the material, social, cultural and spiritual level, taking into account the 
role and the productivity of each, the state of the business, and the common good." Agreement between the parties is not sufficient 
to justify morally the amount to be received in wages. 
Recourse to a strike is morally legitimate when it cannot be avoided, or at least when it is necessary to obtain a proportionate bene-
fit. It becomes morally unacceptable when accompanied by violence, or when objectives are included that are not directly linked to 
working conditions or are contrary to the common good. 
It is unjust not to pay the social security contributions required by legitimate authority. 
Unemployment almost always wounds its victim's dignity and threatens the equilibrium of his life. Besides the harm done to him 
personally, it entails many risks for his family. 
V. JUSTICE AND SOLIDARITY AMONG NATIONS 
On the international level, inequality of resources and economic capability is such that it creates a real "gap" between nations. On 
the one side there are those nations possessing and developing the means of growth and, on the other, those accumulating debts. 
Various causes of a religious, political, economic, and financial nature today give "the social question a worldwide dimension. 
"There must be solidarity among nations which are already politically interdependent. It is even more essential when it is a question 
of dismantling the "perverse mechanisms" that impede the development of the less advanced countries. In place of abusive if not 
usurious financial systems, iniquitous commercial relations among nations, and the arms race, there must be substituted a common 
effort to mobilize resources toward objectives of moral, cultural, and economic development, "redefining the priorities and hierar-
chies of values."227 
Rich nations have a grave moral responsibility toward those which are unable to ensure the means of their development by them-
selves or have been prevented from doing so by tragic historical events. It is a duty in solidarity and charity; it is also an obligation 
in justice if the prosperity of the rich nations has come from resources that have not been paid for fairly. 
Direct aid is an appropriate response to immediate, extraordinary needs caused by natural catastrophes, epidemics, and the like. But 
it does not suffice to repair the grave damage resulting from destitution or to provide a lasting solution to a country's needs. It is also 
necessary to reform international economic and financial institutions so that they will better promote equitable relationships with 
less advanced countries. The efforts of poor countries working for growth and liberation must be supported.229 This doctrine must 
be applied especially in the area of agricultural labor. Peasants, especially in the Third World, form the overwhelming majority of 
the poor. 
An increased sense of God and increased self-awareness are fundamental to any full development of human society. This develop-
ment multiplies material goods and puts them at the service of the person and his freedom. It reduces dire poverty and economic 
exploitation. It makes for growth in respect for cultural identities and openness to the transcendent. 
It is not the role of the Pastors of the Church to intervene directly in the political structuring and organization of social life. This 
task is part of the vocation of the lay faithful, acting on their own initiative with their fellow citizens. Social action can assume vari-
ous concrete forms. It should always have the common good in view and be in conformity with the message of the Gospel and the 
teaching of the Church. It is the role of the laity "to animate temporal realities with Christian commitment, by which they show that 
they are witnesses and agents of peace and justice." 
 

VI. LOVE FOR THE POOR 
God blesses those who come to the aid of the poor and rebukes those who turn away from them: "Give to him who begs from you, 
do not refuse him who would borrow from you"; "you received without pay, give without pay." It is by what they have done for the 
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