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St. Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 

16300 Domain Ln. 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

694-2170 phone  
www.aksaintandrews.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is to 
build a community of Faith, Hope and Love by 

the way we educate, celebrate, and live as  
individual stewards of the many blessings of  
Almighty GOD.  We are called to be Christ’s 
hands and voice reaching out to embrace all 
who are in need, and to establish peace and  

justice in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 10 am and 7 pm 
 

Weekdays*: Monday-Communion Service 9 am 
  Tues-Fri. Mass 9 am 
 

*Unless otherwise noted in the weekly schedule 
 

Holy Days: 9 am and 7 pm 
 

Rosary—8:30 am daily, 6:15 pm on Thursday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration—Perpetual 
 

Sacraments 
 

Confessions—Saturday: 3:30 or by appointment 
 

Baptism, Marriage, Anointing of Sick--contact 
the office 
 

Sacraments of Initiation--Adults interested in 
becoming  Catholic --Please contact Deacon 
Mark or the office. 

KELLEY & CANTERBURY  
LAW OFFICES 

On your side, at your side, every step of 
the way. 

A family-owned personal injury law 
firm. Visit  

our website at  
www.kelleyandcanterbury.com  

EAGLE RIVER EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
K-Adult 

Math, Reading, Italian 
Bonnie & Michael Melielo  250-0023 

GLORIOUS LIFE ASSISTED LIVING HOME LLC 
16641 Marcus St. Eagle River 

341-3277 

   EAGLE SUMMIT DENTAL GROUP 
Michael Sanders, D.M.D., P.C. 
Eagle River, AK   694-8234 

www.eagleriverdental.org   

GRANITE CITY ALASKA 
Slab granite countertops. Professional installations. 

Contact Matt or Melissa Hickey   694-6900 

Young Living Essential Oils 
Live a healthy, chemical free life & learn about oils! 

Karla Beller #10161134 
Itsthefamilylife@gmail.com 

www.youngliving.com  

Holy Rosary Academy K-12 Catholic School 
Where Faith and Reason  

Meet in the Pursuit of Excellence 
 Website: www.hraak.com    Phone:907-276-5822 

COURTESY FLUSH 
Drain/Sewer Line Cleaning; 

 Plumbing and Heating 
907-622-3033 

ALL LIFE IS YOGA 
 

Mary McCormick, RYT  Owner/instructor 

 www.alllifeisyoga.org  

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
 

Located in Eagle River, we offer Preschool-8th grade. St. 
John's provides children with a sound educational foun-
dation in a loving Christian environment. For more info 
contact us @ 696-3920 or    Visit us on the web:  
sjocs1@gmail.com  www.stjohnalaska.org/school   

 

PAMPERED CHEF 
Aimee Woodley, Independent 

Consultant907-240-9338  
 frozenchef@mac.com 

www.pamperedchef.biz/aimeewoodley 
Cooking/Catalog Parties, Wedding 

Registries & Showers,  
Fundraisers & More! 

Check out exclusive Facebook  
specials at 

www.facebook.com/thefrozenchef 

EAGLE RIVER BALLET  
 

Alice Bassler Sullivan, Director 
Heather McEwen, Instructor 

Inquiries: 
www.eagleriverballet.com  

Sharing Space with All Life is Yoga 

Alaska Premier Dental Group 
Brian Kruchoski, DDS 
www.smilealaska.com 

"Taking Care of You Way Beyond Your Smile" 

Eagle River Trustworthy Hardware Store 
17034 N. Eagle River Loop Road 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
(907) 694-9384  

日本語のレッソン Japanese Lessons! 
 

Custom designed to interests, goals & learning styles. Certi-
fied AK teacher, MA in Japanese Studies, worked & studied 

in Japan. Taught for Chugiak High School, UAA & home 
school programs. Please call/text: 350-7395 for Caryn 

VALLEY UROLOGY--Eagle River Office 
Jeff A.Simerville MD 

Adult and Pediatric Urology 
689-1270 www.akvalleyurology.com  

MEGAN’S TAX SERVICE IN EAGLE RIVER 
 

Megan’s Tax Service will donate $30 to St. Andrew debt 
reduction fund for each parishioner’s tax return filed. 

694-1040. 

ALASKA QUALITY SEPTIC 
 

Septic Pumping 
Contact Jacob Tramp -(907)344-2632 

CBL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

Sara McCormick, Owner 
Payroll, Bookkeeping and Medical Billing 

907-854-7882 
cblaccounting@gci.net 

Golden Paws Kennel 
 

 
 

 
Canine Boarding for senior dogs  

ages 9 and older 
907 622-6121 

winter-in-ak@mtaonline.net   
 

A & A The Shop 
Eagle River    Anchorage 

Mon-Sat, 8am-5p     Mon-Sat. 7am-5:30 
11135 Ashley Park Ln                       48617 Old Seward 

 

Alaska’s Independent  Subaru Service 

 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME Inc. 
K9 Daycare & Boarding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eagle River's exclusive  
Homestyle  K9 care facility.   

We specialize in caring for your 
 K9 just like you do at home. 

 If your dog needs a safe, secure and 
comfortable place to call 

 its own we have it! 
www.K9HM.com   

Cozy Interiors 
Carpet - Furniture – Flooring –  

Cabinets –Window Shades – Rugs 
Matt & Melissa 694-2699 

BERNIE MCCLURE 
 
 
 
 

Specializing in Residential,  
Commercial, & Land Sales 

694-4294 
(907) 854-4147 

bernie4homesak@gmail.com 

SIMPSON HOME REPAIR 
 

Mike Simpson Owner/Operator 
1-907-863-3254 

msimpson@mtaonline.net 
17209 Foothill Ave., Eagle River  

OYdesigns&sewing 
 

Custom made and Tailoring, alterations, restorations, 
fittings, bridal, special occasion, ready to wear 
1-907 -717-7723                   Free pick up service 

onlyyoudesigns68 @yahoo.com 
www.onlyyoudesigns68.wixsite.com 

Come dance with us!  
Irish Dance Academy of Alaska 

Irish step dancing classes for kids age 4-18 years old 
An energetic, fun, modest form of dance 

Both performance and competitive 
For more details please contact us at 

www.irishdanceak.com  

CAKESUCRAVE 
 

By Lalaine  (907) 365-9883 

Rachel Alexander LMT 
Strong, Experienced Therapeutic Massage 

rachelalexanderlmt.abmp.com 
907-310-0464 

Servants Heart Catholic Books & Gifts 
 

Books on different topics as well as Gifts (Holy Land  
Crosses, First Communion gifts, etc.) Parishioner owned 

 
Servantsheartak15@gmail.com 

In his weekly General Audience, Pope Francis continued 
his catechesis on the Ten Commandments.  
This Wednesday he focused on the eighth command-
ment “You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.” He stressed the importance not only to be 
truthful in words but also in one's 'entire way of acting 
towards others.' 
The pope said that Jesus Christ in the 'mystery of His 
life, death and resurrection' showed the meaning of life; 
and invites everyone to share in His divine life.  
Pope Francis added that the gift of the Holy Spirit ena-
bles everyone to become adoptive sons and daughters of 
God; and allows them to dwell in His love.  
He concluded by stressing how this commandment in-
vites everyone to 'live this new life to the full,' in bearing 
witness to 'God's saving love. 
 Dear brothers and sisters,  
In our continuing catechesis on the Ten Commandments, 
we now turn to the eighth commandment: “You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor”. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church explains that this com-
mandment “forbids misrepresenting the truth in our rela-
tions with others” (No. 2464).  
We are called to be truthful not only in our words but in 
our entire way of acting towards others. Our ultimate 
model in this regard is Jesus himself. He is the truth in 
person (cf. Jn 14:6), who, at his trial before Pilate, re-
vealed that he came into this world to testify to the truth 
(cf. Jn 18:37).  
In the mystery of his life, death and resurrection, he dis-
closed the deepest meaning of our life on earth, and in-
vited us to share in his divine life.  
His gift of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, enables us 
to become adoptive sons and daughters of our heavenly 
Father and to dwell in his love as brothers and sisters.  
The eighth commandment bids us live this new life to 
the full, and thus to bear true witness to God’s saving 
love, made incarnate in the humanity of Christ our Lord. 
I greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking 
part in today’s Audience, especially those from England, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Australia, Indonesia, Japan, 
the Philippines, Canada and the United States of Ameri-
ca. I also welcome the many groups of students present, 
particularly those from the Australian Catholic Universi-
ty. Upon all of you, and your families, I invoke the 
Lord’s blessings of joy and peace. God bless you! 
—Pope Francis.  
https://www.romereports.com/en/2018/11/14/pope-explains-in-
general-audience-eight-commandment-you-shall-not-bear-false-
witness/ 
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Aluminum Cans:  A large collection box 
can be found near the dumpster. Note: 
This box is for aluminum only, no plastic. 

 
Egg Cartons:  We save one dozen size 
egg cartons for the Food Bank.  Place 
them (and non-perishable food donations) 
in the God Box by the Men’s  
Restroom. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Please keep your children from scribbling in the green 
music issues as many parishioners donated the books in 
memory of loved ones.  Thank you! 

MOVING/ADDRESS CHANGES? 
 

Are you moving or planning to move? If so, please let 
the parish office know in advance so we can change or 
stop mailing your offering envelopes. This saves post-
age.  

STEPS TO GETTING  YOUR CHILD BAPTIZED AT ST. ANDREW 
 

 Contact Deacon Mark@ deaconmark@mtaonline.net  
 

If this is your first child to be baptized at St. Andrew you will need to take a class. Once you have received instruction 
your baptism will be scheduled. Usual times for baptism are during or after the weekend Mass. 

Pamphlets, Flyers, Posters 
Anything to be displayed in the church must be ap-
proved in the office. Please stop by the office so that 
we may run the items by the pastor before they are 
displayed.  Anything that is not OK’d will be taken 
down. Help us assure that what is displayed is ap-
propriate and theologically correct. Thank you! 

Comfort and Accessibility: 
 
   Accessible Restrooms available in the halls off the 

narthex. 
   Ladies’ and Family Restrooms on the North side, 

Men’s restroom on the South side. 
   Seating for Wheelchairs available in the front of the 

Nave. 
   If you have difficulty approaching the altar for com-

munion, please tell an usher, and Communion will be 
brought to you. 

   A limited number of assisted-hearing devices are 
available; ask an usher for assistance. 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
 

Stop by the Welcome table to register and find out 
more about St. Andrew Parish! You can also register 
online at our website www.aksaintandrews.org 

All children must be supervised by their  parents at 
all times while on parish property.  As always, our ush-
ers are on hand during Mass to render assistance. 

Stewardship 

Sacrament Corner—Congratulations ! 

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
 

Do you have crutches, braces, wheel chairs, padding, 
bandaging materials, or non-prescription medical  sup-
plies or ointments that you would like to donate?   Con-
tact Paula or Raymond @ 694-2415 for pickup. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Classes for those interested in becoming Catholic begins in September. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the name given to the instruction and discernment program for those who would like to receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation in the Church. The classes meet every Sunday beginning with the 10 am Mass and finish 
around noon.  The program leads to Confirmation and reception into the Church at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy  
Saturday. Please contact Deacon Mark  (deaconmark@mtaonline.net ) or the office if you would like to learn more.  
 

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

This group is composed of people who have suffered 
the loss of a loved one to suicide. It is facilitated by 
trained volunteers and is there to help its participants to 
help heal from the pain and loss. This is an open group 
that will meet twice a month to discuss issues and prob-
lems related to the suicide of their loved one and help 
them to integrate this loss into their life.  
 

Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M in Eagle River. Please 
call before first visit: 907-696-5229. There is no cost.  

NEW CDS from the Augustine Institute are available 
on the table by the coat closet.  

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
 

If you wish to stop getting contribution envelopes please 
email the parish secretary at  
parishsecretary@aksaintandrews.org and she will remove 
you from the mailings. And if you are not receiving them 
and wish to, contact her at the above email. 

Miscellaneous 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT : Help is available—Have you or someone you know been sexually or physically abused?  
Contact:   
                Office of Children’s Services  1-800-478-4444 
                Adult Protective Services      1-800-478-9996 
                STAR Standing Together Against Rape 907-276-7273 
                Archdiocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 907-297-7786 

 Calendar 

STAMPS & POSTMARKS:  A box is in the coat room 
for all cancelled stamps you may have. They are sent to 
the retired SSSF Sisters in Wisconsin where they are 
prepared for selling to stamp collectors. The revenue 
they receive helps maintain their convent. 

Miscellaneous 

Welcome! 

We are currently streaming  Mass. Sunday @ 10 am.  We also have weekend Mass in person on Saturday @ 5:30, 
Sunday  at 10 am and 7 pm. We have daily Mass at 9 am Tues-Friday. All parishioners are welcome to wear face-
masks, but are not required. Please be considerate of those who are unable to be vaccinated at this time. We are cau-
tiously reopening our church. Please pray that  the numbers of those affected by COVID continue to decline. 
 
Changes are on going. You should receive an email or text when there is a major change to schedule. If you have not 
been receiving notification please email parishsecretary@aksaintandrew,org with current contact information.  
 
Other uses of the church will be forthcoming in the following weeks and months, dependent on the state of the 
COVID pandemic, 

Confirmation: May 222, 2021 
 Michael Zachary Dunn 
 Sedona Paulina Ellemberger 
 Bethany Anne Greenlund 
 Marcus Leon Harlan 
 Rachael Anne Heaphy 
 Blake Parker Holtman 
 Katherine Grace Jimenez 
 Colter Alan Thomas 

Baptism: May 22, 2021—Jack Phillip Craven III 
        John Bruce Craven II 
  
     May 27, 2021—Michael John Sharpless 
     May 28, 2021—Alice Marie Bennett 
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Listen to Catholic Radio on  

KHRM, 94.1 FM Anchorage 

CATHOLIC  NETFLIX! —Formed.org 
Your parish has gifted you with free unlimited access 
to the best eBooks, talks, and videos in the Church to-
day. Register at www.formed.org 

Parishioner code: 8MZ8B4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                 OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
Bereavement Support   Parish Office—694-2170 
Communion to the Homebound  Parish Office—694-2170 
Love INC     Virginia Marquez—632-0272 
Elizabeth Ministry    Jo Martin—688-4882 
St. Andrew Meal Ministry   Barbara Peters—696-4164 
Respect Life Ministry   Rashae Johnson 854-2997 
Single Parent Fellowship   Ann Marie Mabry— 227-4516 
Hospital Visits    Joe Beaty—770-2300   694-3104 
Prayer Chain                                                      Jacki Augustine—694-4771 

Because of HIPAA laws, parishioners need to notify us if going  
to the hospital. Remember to request the Anointing of the Sick before surgery!  Call the parish at 694-2170. 

Kids’ Corner 

Church Ministries 

Tech Corner/ Miscellaneous Information 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted 
with love and compassion. The prayer 
shawl ministry reaches out to those in 
need of comfort and solace, as well as 
celebration and joy. 
  

We are now meeting in person on the 
1st and 3rd Monday of the Month at 7 

pm in the LDR and on Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Mon-
day.—Contact Dolores @ 726-5345. 

LADIES GROUP 
We are eagerly awaiting further developments that will 
accommodate our being able to meet 
again. Meanwhile, we are thinking about 
possibilities to carry on our mission once 
we are fully functioning and back to-
gether. We miss each and every one of 
you and hope you are doing well. You 
are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Sacred Heart Oreo Truffles 
 

These beautiful Oreo truffles are a sweet way to com-
memorate the Feast of the Sacred Heart. (June 11, 2021) 
Author: Alison Walsh 
Recipe type: Dessert 
Ingredients 
 15 red velvet Oreos 
 2 oz cream cheese, cut into cubes 
 1 bag red Wilton candy melts (12 oz) 
 1 bag white Wilton candy melts (12 oz) 
 a 1¾" heart cookie cutter 
 brown icing 
Instructions 
Twist the Oreos in half (this will help them blend more 
easily) and place them in a food processor. Process on 
high for 1-2 minutes or until the cookies make a fine 
powder with intermittent clumps of cream. 
Add the cream cheese to the processor and process on 
high for 1-2 minutes until the cream cheese is evenly in-
corporated and the mix gathers together in one big lump. 
You may need to stop the processor a couple times and 
mix with a spatula to make sure the crumbs at the bottom 
of the bowl make it to the top. 
Line an 8X8 pan with wax paper and press the mix into 
the bottom of the pan, keeping it at about ½" thickness 
Cover and freeze for 30 minutes. While you wait, line a 
baking sheet with wax paper. 
When the filling is firm to the touch, remove it from the 
freezer and cut hearts out of it with the cookie cutter. 
Place the hearts on the baking sheet, and place the baking 
sheet in the fridge. 
Melt the red candy melts according to package instruc-
tions. Remove the hearts from the fridge and dip them 
one at a time into the candy coating, holding each heart 
over the bowl for about 30 seconds after dipping to allow 
excess coating to run off. Place each heart back on the 
wax paper after dipping. 
Allow the hearts to set for 5-10 minutes. While you wait, 
melt your white candy melts according to package in-
structions. Fit a piping bag with your choice of piping tip 
and pour the white candy coating into the piping bag. 
When the hearts are firm to the touch, pipe three white 
loops at the top of each heart, making sure that the bot-
toms of the loops are touching the heart (otherwise they 
won't stick together when cooled). Allow the loops to set 
for 5-10 minutes. 
When the loops are firm, use your brown icing to pipe a 
cross at the top of each heart. For the crown of thorns, 
pipe a squiggly line across the middle of each heart, then 
double back and draw a line over it squiggling in the op-
posite direction. 
Serve to commemorate the Feast of the Sacred Heart. 

http://www.formed.org


Religious Education 

Financial Highlights 
NEEDS IN THE EAGLE RIVER COMMUNITY 
    

LOVE INC--Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to  
transform lives and communities in the Name of 
Christ. If you are in need of help, please call  907-726-
5683.  
 
 

Our organization needs your contribution of volun-
teers, finances and donations to better serve our com-
munity. Can you contribute?  Please call 250-1735 and 
let us know. www.loveincofeagleriver.org 

 

Please donate to the Good Samaritan Fund: $5, $10 or 
$20 month. This money will help our neighbors with 
utilities or gas cards. Please mail your donations to:  
           

  

LOVE INC. 

SPRED  
(Special Religious Development)  

JESUS SAYS TO YOU TODAY, 
 “I CALL YOU FRIEND” 

 

SPRED builds a community of Faith welcoming per-
sons with developmental disabilities, so that they may 
find spiritual nourishment and opportunities to give 
glory to God. We hope to resume our program at St. 
Andrew in the fall.  If you know someone who would 
benefit from this type of formation, or if you would like 
to volunteer for this most rewarding ministry, please 
send a text message to Kate Green, our parish coordina-
tor, at 907-382-0824." 

 

 
Contact Margaret with any questions regarding Youth 
Group/ Faith Formation: Margaret@aksaintandrews.org 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Fishers of Men: Monday nights 7pm in the Confer-
ence Room. We will resume again in the Fall if anyone 
is interested and wants more information please contact 
Will Goolsby at  
WilliamGoolsby@hotmail.com.    

Office Location: 
11940 Business Blvd. 
Eagle River, AK  99577  

Rev. Gracie Jackson 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 770833 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Please continue to pray for OUR neighbors in need 
and pray that partners/donors will come forward!  
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

WALK-INS:  Please  inform our  neighbors whom 
you are serving, that we are a call center not a walk-in 
center.  Please call: (907) 250-1735. 
 

Many of our neighbors are in serious financial trouble!  
So, we pray and give them guidance if they choose it.  
Assisting them with rent and utilities is challenging 
they really need to manage their time and finances!  We 
will continue to assist them as we are able. 

United in Mission 
(Formerly OBOB) 

Last month 
cumulative 

Current cumu-
lative 

Goal % of Goal 

Total Pledged   $93,675  

Total Paid    $93,675  

# of Parishioners     

Knightly News 

ST. ANDREW MOMS MINISTRY—MOMS— We 
will start back up again in June for our summer enrich-
ment and outings: TBD! If you would like to get on our 
email list or our Facebook group page, please contact 
Donabelle Shepherd - donabelle@gmail.com or 
702.994.9269. 
 

May is the month of Mary- Let’s pray the rosary togeth-
er! 
Next Marian Feast Day: May 31, The Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Join our St. Andrew MOMS Rosary - Our Lady’s Blue 
Army, 
Praying the Rosary Everyday on Zoom 
Sunday-Saturday at 7am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8964391349 
Meeting ID: 896 439 1349 

Flag Retirement Ceremony—Our annual US and Alaska Flag retirement will be on Monday June 14th at 
1830  Bring your tattered, worn out, or torn flags to the Knights for retirement. You can also drop off at the church, 
there is a box by the Knight Table/Bulletin Board.   
Next General Business Meeting— our monthly business meeting is Tuesday June 4th at 7pm in the Narthex. COME 
JOIN US!  We need to follow current mandates for this meeting.  There will be a sheet to sign in when you arrive. 
(Just as you would if you are attending Mass) 
Annual Dues Payment—  There is a list of members that have unpaid dues on the Knights Bulletin Board near the 
Sacristy.  Dues are $30 , and can be paid by cash, check, or credit card to WT Pierre, WFS Tim Finley, Trustee Ken 
Kutney.  Dues can be paid at our monthly business meeting , by check payable to Knights of Columbus council 9830 
sent to Knights of Columbus 16300 Domain Lane Eagle River AK. 99577, or you can call Ken Kutney at (907) 223 
3141, he will be able to take credit card payment over the phone.   

          St. Andrew Catholic Church

          Offertory - April 2021

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Masses & Mail Box 29,634.00$           6,704.00$                     36,338.00$     

Given On-line 37,586.00$           10,140.00$                  47,726.00$     

Earthquake Repair 450.00$                 450.00$           

Yurt 6,169.66$              6,169.66$        

Total 73,839.66$           16,844.00$                  90,683.66$     
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Catechism –8th Commandment Thou shalt not bear false witness 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

It was said to the men of old, "You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn." 
The eighth commandment forbids misrepresenting the truth in our relations with others. This moral prescription flows 
from the vocation of the holy people to bear witness to their God who is the truth and wills the truth. Offenses against 
the truth express by word or deed a refusal to commit oneself to moral uprightness: they are fundamental infi-
delities to God and, in this sense, they undermine the foundations of the covenant. 
 

I. LIVING IN THE TRUTH 
The Old Testament attests that God is the source of all truth. His Word is truth. His Law is truth. His "faithfulness en-
dures to all generations."  Since God is "true," the members of his people are called to live in the truth. 
In Jesus Christ, the whole of God's truth has been made manifest. "Full of grace and truth," he came as the "light of 
the world," he is the Truth. "Whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness." The disciple of Jesus continues in 
his word so as to know "the truth [that] will make you free" and that sanctifies. To follow Jesus is to live in "the Spirit 
of truth," whom the Father sends in his name and who leads "into all the truth." To his disciples Jesus teaches the un-
conditional love of truth: "Let what you say be simply 'Yes or No.'" 
 

Man tends by nature toward the truth. He is obliged to honor and bear witness to it: "It is in accordance with their dig-
nity that all men, because they are persons . . . are both impelled by their nature and bound by a moral obligation to 
seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also bound to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and di-
rect their whole lives in accordance with the demands of truth." 
 

Truth as uprightness in human action and speech is called truthfulness, sincerity, or candor. Truth or truthfulness is 
the virtue which consists in showing oneself true in deeds and truthful in words, and in guarding against duplicity, dis-
simulation, and hypocrisy. 
 "Men could not live with one another if there were not mutual confidence that they were being truthful to one 
 another." The virtue of truth gives another his just due. Truthfulness keeps to the just mean between what 
 ought to be expressed and what ought to be kept secret: it entails honesty and discretion. In justice, "as a  
 matter of honor, one man owes it to another to manifest the truth." 
The disciple of Christ consents to "live in the truth," that is, in the simplicity of a life in conformity with the Lord's 
example, abiding in his truth. "If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
live according to the truth." 
 

II. TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH 
Before Pilate, Christ proclaims that he "has come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. "The Christian is not to 
"be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord." In situations that require witness to the faith, the Christian must profess it 
without equivocation, after the example of St. Paul before his judges. We must keep "a clear conscience toward God 
and toward men." 
 

The duty of Christians to take part in the life of the Church impels them to act as witnesses of the Gospel and of the 
obligations that flow from it. This witness is a transmission of the faith in words and deeds. Witness is an act of justice 
that establishes the truth or makes it known. 
 

All Christians by the example of their lives and the witness of their word, wherever they live, have an obligation to 
manifest the new man which they have put on in Baptism and to reveal the power of the Holy Spirit by whom they 
were strengthened at Confirmation. 
 

Martyrdom is the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith: it means bearing witness even unto death. The martyr 
bears witness to Christ who died and rose, to whom he is united by charity. He bears witness to the truth of the faith 
and of Christian doctrine. He endures death through an act of fortitude. "Let me become the food of the beasts, 
through whom it will be given me to reach God." 
 

The Church has painstakingly collected the records of those who persevered to the end in witnessing to their faith.  
 

These are the acts of the Martyrs. They form the archives of truth written in letters of blood: 
 Neither the pleasures of the world nor the kingdoms of this age will be of any use to me. It is better for me to 
 die [in order to unite myself] to Christ Jesus than to reign over the ends of the earth. I seek him who died for 
 us; I desire him who rose for us. My birth is approaching.  
 I bless you for having judged me worthy from this day and this hour to be counted among your martyrs. . . . 
 You have kept your promise, God of faithfulness and truth. For this reason and for everything, I praise you, I 
 bless you, I glorify you through the eternal and heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, your beloved Son. Through 
 him, who is with you and the Holy Spirit, may glory be given to you, now and in the ages to come. Amen. 
 

VI. TRUTH, BEAUTY, AND SACRED ART 
 

The practice of goodness is accompanied by spontaneous spiritual joy and moral beauty. Likewise, truth carries with it 
the joy and splendor of spiritual beauty. Truth is beautiful in itself. Truth in words, the rational expression of the 
knowledge of created and uncreated reality, is necessary to man, who is endowed with intellect. But truth can also find 
other complementary forms of human expression, above all when it is a matter of evoking what is beyond words: the 
depths of the human heart, the exaltations of the soul, the mystery of God. Even before revealing himself to man in 
words of truth, God reveals himself to him through the universal language of creation, the work of his Word, of his 
wisdom: the order and harmony of the cosmos-which both the child and the scientist discover-"from the greatness and 
beauty of created things comes a corresponding perception of their Creator," "for the author of beauty created them.” 
[Wisdom] is a breath of the power of God, and a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; therefore nothing de-
filed gains entrance into her. For she is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an 
image of his goodness. For [wisdom] is more beautiful than the sun, and excels every constellation of the stars. Com-
pared with the light she is found to be superior, for it is succeeded by the night, but against wisdom evil does not pre-
vail. I became enamored of her beauty. 
 

Created "in the image of God," man also expresses the truth of his relationship with God the Creator by the beauty of 
his artistic works. Indeed, art is a distinctively human form of expression; beyond the search for the necessities of life 
which is common to all living creatures, art is a freely given superabundance of the human being's inner riches. Aris-
ing from talent given by the Creator and from man's own effort, art is a form of practical wisdom, uniting knowledge 
and skill, to give form to the truth of reality in a language accessible to sight or hearing. To the extent that it is in-
spired by truth and love of beings, art bears a certain likeness to God's activity in what he has created. Like any other 
human activity, art is not an absolute end in itself, but is ordered to and ennobled by the ultimate end of man. 
Sacred art is true and beautiful when its form corresponds to its particular vocation: evoking and glorifying, in faith 
and adoration, the transcendent mystery of God - the surpassing invisible beauty of truth and love visible in Christ, 
who "reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature," in whom "the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily." This spiritual beauty of God is reflected in the most holy Virgin Mother of God, the angels, and saints. Genu-
ine sacred art draws man to adoration, to prayer, and to the love of God, Creator and Savior, the Holy One and Sancti-
fier. 
 

For this reason bishops, personally or through delegates, should see to the promotion of sacred art, old and new, in all 
its forms and, with the same religious care, remove from the liturgy and from places of worship everything which is 
not in conformity with the truth of faith and the authentic beauty of sacred art. 
 
 
IN BRIEF 
 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor" (Ex 20:16). Christ's disciples have "put on the new man, 

created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness" (Eph 4:24). 
 

 Truth or truthfulness is the virtue which consists in showing oneself true in deeds and truthful in words, and guard-
ing against duplicity, dissimulation, and hypocrisy. 

 

 The Christian is not to "be ashamed of testifying to our Lord" (2 Tim 1:8) in deed and word. Martyrdom is the su-
preme witness given to the truth of the faith. 

 

 Respect for the reputation and honor of persons forbids all detraction and calumny in word or attitude. 
 

 An offense committed against the truth requires reparation. 
 

 The golden rule helps one discern, in concrete situations, whether or not it would be appropriate to reveal the truth 
to someone who asks for it. 

 

 "The sacramental seal is inviolable" Professional secrets must be kept. Confidences prejudicial to another are not 
to be divulged. 

 

 Society has a right to information based on truth, freedom, and justice. One should practice moderation and disci-
pline in the use of the social communications media. 

 

 The fine arts, but above all sacred art, "of their nature are directed toward expressing in some way the infinite 
beauty of God in works made by human hands. Their dedication to the increase of God's praise and of his glory is 
more complete, the more exclusively they are devoted to turning men's minds devoutly toward God"  
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III. OFFENSES AGAINST TRUTH 
 

Christ's disciples have "put on the new man, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness." By 
"putting away falsehood," they are to "put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander." 
False witness and perjury. When it is made publicly, a statement contrary to the truth takes on a particular gravity. In 
court it becomes false witness. When it is under oath, it is perjury. Acts such as these contribute to condemnation of 
the innocent, exoneration of the guilty, or the increased punishment of the accused. They gravely compromise the ex-
ercise of justice and the fairness of judicial decisions. 
 

Respect for the reputation of persons forbids every attitude and word likely to cause them unjust injury. He becomes 
guilty: 
 of rash judgment who, even tacitly, assumes as true, without sufficient foundation, the moral fault of a neighbor; 
 of detraction who, without objectively valid reason, discloses another's faults and failings to persons who did not 

know them; 
 of calumny who, by remarks contrary to the truth, harms the reputation of others and gives occasion for false judg-

ments concerning them. 
 

To avoid rash judgment, everyone should be careful to interpret insofar as possible his neighbor's thoughts, words, and 
deeds in a favorable way: 
 Every good Christian ought to be more ready to give a favorable interpretation to another's statement than to 
 condemn it. But if he cannot do so, let him ask how the other understands it. And if the latter understands it 
 badly, let the former correct him with love. If that does not suffice, let the Christian try all suitable ways to 
 bring the other to a correct interpretation so that he may be saved. 
 

Detraction and calumny destroy the reputation and honor of one's neighbor. Honor is the social witness given to hu-
man dignity, and everyone enjoys a natural right to the honor of his name and reputation and to respect. Thus, detrac-
tion and calumny offend against the virtues of justice and charity. 
 

Every word or attitude is forbidden which by flattery, adulation, or complaisance encourages and confirms another in 
malicious acts and perverse conduct. Adulation is a grave fault if it makes one an accomplice in another's vices or 
grave sins. Neither the desire to be of service nor friendship justifies duplicitous speech. Adulation is a venial sin 
when it only seeks to be agreeable, to avoid evil, to meet a need, or to obtain legitimate advantages. 
 

Boasting or bragging is an offense against truth. So is irony aimed at disparaging someone by maliciously caricaturing 
some aspect of his behavior. 
 

"A lie consists in speaking a falsehood with the intention of deceiving." The Lord denounces lying as the work of the 
devil: "Y ou are of your father the devil, . . . there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own na-
ture, for he is a liar and the father of lies." 
 

Lying is the most direct offense against the truth. To lie is to speak or act against the truth in order to lead someone 
into error. By injuring man's relation to truth and to his neighbor, a lie offends against the fundamental relation of man 
and of his word to the Lord. 
 

The gravity of a lie is measured against the nature of the truth it deforms, the circumstances, the intentions of the one 
who lies, and the harm suffered by its victims. If a lie in itself only constitutes a venial sin, it becomes mortal when it 
does grave injury to the virtues of justice and charity. 
 

By its very nature, lying is to be condemned. It is a profanation of speech, whereas the purpose of speech is to com-
municate known truth to others. The deliberate intention of leading a neighbor into error by saying things contrary to 
the truth constitutes a failure in justice and charity. The culpability is greater when the intention of deceiving entails 
the risk of deadly consequences for those who are led astray. 
 

Since it violates the virtue of truthfulness, a lie does real violence to another. It affects his ability to know, which is a 
condition of every judgment and decision. It contains the seed of discord and all consequent evils. Lying is destructive 
of society; it undermines trust among men and tears apart the fabric of social relationships. 
 

Every offense committed against justice and truth entails the duty of reparation, even if its author has been forgiven. 
When it is impossible publicly to make reparation for a wrong, it must be made secretly. If someone who has suffered 
harm cannot be directly compensated, he must be given moral satisfaction in the name of charity. This duty of repara-
tion also concerns offenses against another's reputation. This reparation, moral and sometimes material, must be eval-
uated in terms of the extent of the damage inflicted. It obliges in conscience. 

 

IV. RESPECT FOR THE TRUTH 
 

The right to the communication of the truth is not unconditional. Everyone must conform his life to the Gospel precept 
of fraternal love. This requires us in concrete situations to judge whether or not it is appropriate to reveal the truth to 
someone who asks for it. 
 

Charity and respect for the truth should dictate the response to every request for information or communication. The 
good and safety of others, respect for privacy, and the common good are sufficient reasons for being silent about what 
ought not be known or for making use of a discreet language. The duty to avoid scandal often commands strict discre-
tion. No one is bound to reveal the truth to someone who does not have the right to know it. 
 

The secret of the sacrament of reconciliation is sacred, and cannot be violated under any pretext. "The sacramental seal is 
inviolable; therefore, it is a crime for a confessor in any way to betray a penitent by word or in any other manner or 
for any reason." 
 

Professional secrets - for example, those of political office holders, soldiers, physicians, and lawyers - or confidential 
information given under the seal of secrecy must be kept, save in exceptional cases where keeping the secret is bound to 
cause very grave harm to the one who confided it, to the one who received it or to a third party, and where the very grave 
harm can be avoided only by divulging the truth. Even if not confided under the seal of secrecy, private information prej-
udicial to another is not to be divulged without a grave and proportionate reason. 
 

Everyone should observe an appropriate reserve concerning persons' private lives. Those in charge of communications 
should maintain a fair balance between the requirements of the common good and respect for individual rights. Interfer-
ence by the media in the private lives of persons engaged in political or public activity is to be condemned to the extent 
that it infringes upon their privacy and freedom. 
 

V. THE USE OF THE SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA 
 

Within modern society the communications media play a major role in information, cultural promotion, and formation.  
This role is increasing, as a result of technological progress, the extent and diversity of the news transmitted, and the in-
fluence exercised on public opinion. 
 

The information provided by the media is at the service of the common good. Society has a right to information based on 
truth, freedom, justice, and solidarity: 
 The proper exercise of this right demands that the content of the communication be true and - within the limits set 
 by justice and charity - complete. Further, it should be communicated honestly and properly. This means that in 
 the gathering and in the publication of news, the moral law and the legitimate rights and dignity of man should 
 be upheld. 
 "It is necessary that all members of society meet the demands of justice and charity in this domain. They should 
 help, through the means of social communication, in the formation and diffusion of sound public opinion."  
 Solidarity is a consequence of genuine and right communication and the free circulation of ideas that further 
 knowledge and respect for others. 
The means of social communication (especially the mass media) can give rise to a certain passivity among users, making 
them less than vigilant consumers of what is said or shown. Users should practice moderation and discipline in their ap-
proach to the mass media. They will want to form enlightened and correct consciences the more easily to resist unwhole-
some influences. 
 

By the very nature of their profession, journalists have an obligation to serve the truth and not offend against charity in 
disseminating information. They should strive to respect, with equal care, the nature of the facts and the limits of critical 
judgment concerning individuals. They should not stoop to defamation. 
 

"Civil authorities have particular responsibilities in this field because of the common good. . . . It is for the civil authori-
ty . . . to defend and safeguard a true and just freedom of information." By promulgating laws and overseeing their ap-
plication, public authorities should ensure that "public morality and social progress are not gravely endangered" through 
misuse of the media. Civil authorities should punish any violation of the rights of individuals to their reputation and pri-
vacy. They should give timely and reliable reports concerning the general good or respond to the well-founded concerns 
of the people. Nothing can justify recourse to disinformation for manipulating public opinion through the media. Inter-
ventions by public authority should avoid injuring the freedom of individuals or groups. 
 

Moral judgment must condemn the plague of totalitarian states which systematically falsify the truth, exercise political 
control of opinion through the media, manipulate defendants and witnesses at public trials, and imagine that they secure 
their tyranny by strangling and repressing everything they consider "thought crimes." 
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