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St. Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 

16300 Domain Ln. 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

694-2170 phone  
www.aksaintandrews.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is to 
build a community of Faith, Hope and Love by 

the way we educate, celebrate, and live as  
individual stewards of the many blessings of  
Almighty GOD.  We are called to be Christ’s 
hands and voice reaching out to embrace all 
who are in need, and to establish peace and  

justice in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 10 am and 7 pm 
 

Weekdays*: Tues-Fri. Mass 9 am 
 

*Unless otherwise noted in the weekly schedule 
 

Holy Days: 9 am and 6:30 pm 
 

Rosary—8:30 am daily, 6:15 pm on Thursday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration—Perpetual 
 

Sacraments 
 

Confessions—Saturday: 3:30 or by appointment 
 

Baptism, Marriage, Anointing of Sick--contact 
the office 
 

Sacraments of Initiation--Adults interested in 
becoming  Catholic --Please contact Deacon 
Mark or the office. 

KELLEY & CANTERBURY  
LAW OFFICES 

On your side, at your side, every step of 
the way. 

A family-owned personal injury law 
firm. Visit  

our website at  
www.kelleyandcanterbury.com  

EAGLE RIVER EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
K-Adult 

Math, Reading, Italian 
Bonnie & Michael Melielo  250-0023 

GLORIOUS LIFE ASSISTED LIVING HOME LLC 
16641 Marcus St. Eagle River 

341-3277 

   EAGLE SUMMIT DENTAL GROUP 
Michael Sanders, D.M.D., P.C. 
Eagle River, AK   694-8234 

www.eagleriverdental.org   

GRANITE CITY ALASKA 
Slab granite countertops. Professional installations. 

Contact Matt or Melissa Hickey   694-6900 

Young Living Essential Oils 
Live a healthy, chemical free life & learn about oils! 

Karla Beller #10161134 
Itsthefamilylife@gmail.com 

www.youngliving.com  

Holy Rosary Academy K-12 Catholic School 
Where Faith and Reason  

Meet in the Pursuit of Excellence 
 Website: www.hraak.com    Phone:907-276-5822 

COURTESY FLUSH 
Drain/Sewer Line Cleaning; 

 Plumbing and Heating 
907-622-3033 

ALL LIFE IS YOGA 
 

Mary McCormick, RYT  Owner/instructor 

 www.alllifeisyoga.org  

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
 

Located in Eagle River, we offer Preschool-8th grade. St. 
John's provides children with a sound educational foun-
dation in a loving Christian environment. For more info 
contact us @ 696-3920 or    Visit us on the web:  
sjocs1@gmail.com  www.stjohnalaska.org/school   

 

PAMPERED CHEF 
Aimee Woodley, Independent 

Consultant907-240-9338  
 frozenchef@mac.com 

www.pamperedchef.biz/aimeewoodley 
Cooking/Catalog Parties, Wedding 

Registries & Showers,  
Fundraisers & More! 

Check out exclusive Facebook  
specials at 

www.facebook.com/thefrozenchef 

EAGLE RIVER BALLET  
 

Alice Bassler Sullivan, Director 
Heather McEwen, Instructor 

Inquiries: 
www.eagleriverballet.com  

Sharing Space with All Life is Yoga 

Alaska Premier Dental Group 
Brian Kruchoski, DDS 
www.smilealaska.com 

"Taking Care of You Way Beyond Your Smile" 

Eagle River Trustworthy Hardware Store 
17034 N. Eagle River Loop Road 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
(907) 694-9384  

日本語のレッソン Japanese Lessons! 
 

Custom designed to interests, goals & learning styles. Certi-
fied AK teacher, MA in Japanese Studies, worked & studied 

in Japan. Taught for Chugiak High School, UAA & home 
school programs. Please call/text: 350-7395 for Caryn 

VALLEY UROLOGY--Eagle River Office 
Jeff A.Simerville MD 

Adult and Pediatric Urology 
689-1270 www.akvalleyurology.com  

MEGAN’S TAX SERVICE IN EAGLE RIVER 
 

Megan’s Tax Service will donate $30 to St. Andrew debt 
reduction fund for each parishioner’s tax return filed. 

694-1040. 

ALASKA QUALITY SEPTIC 
 

Septic Pumping 
Contact Jacob Tramp -(907)344-2632 

CBL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

Sara McCormick, Owner 
Payroll, Bookkeeping and Medical Billing 

907-854-7882 
cblaccounting@gci.net 

Golden Paws Kennel 
 

 
 

 
Canine Boarding for senior dogs  

ages 9 and older 
907 622-6121 

winter-in-ak@mtaonline.net   
 

A & A The Shop 
Eagle River    Anchorage 

Mon-Sat, 8am-5p     Mon-Sat. 7am-5:30 
11135 Ashley Park Ln                       48617 Old Seward 

 

Alaska’s Independent  Subaru Service 

 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME Inc. 
K9 Daycare & Boarding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eagle River's exclusive  
Homestyle  K9 care facility.   

We specialize in caring for your 
 K9 just like you do at home. 

 If your dog needs a safe, secure and 
comfortable place to call 

 its own we have it! 
www.K9HM.com   

Cozy Interiors 
Carpet - Furniture – Flooring –  

Cabinets –Window Shades – Rugs 
Matt & Melissa 694-2699 

SIMPSON HOME REPAIR 
 

Mike Simpson Owner/Operator 
1-907-863-3254 

msimpson@mtaonline.net 
17209 Foothill Ave., Eagle River  

OYdesigns&sewing 
 

Custom made and Tailoring, alterations, restorations, 
fittings, bridal, special occasion, ready to wear 
1-907 -717-7723                   Free pick up service 

onlyyoudesigns68 @yahoo.com 
www.onlyyoudesigns68.wixsite.com 

Come dance with us!  
Irish Dance Academy of Alaska 

Irish step dancing classes for kids age 4-18 years old 
An energetic, fun, modest form of dance 

Both performance and competitive 
For more details please contact us at 

www.irishdanceak.com  

CAKESUCRAVE 
 

By Lalaine  (907) 365-9883 

Rachel Alexander LMT 
Strong, Experienced Therapeutic Massage 

rachelalexanderlmt.abmp.com 
907-310-0464 

Servants Heart Catholic Books & Gifts 
 

Books on different topics as well as Gifts (Holy Land  
Crosses, First Communion gifts, etc.) Parishioner owned 

 
Servantsheartak15@gmail.com 

The Next Series of Instruction in the Monthly Bulletin 
will be on the Cardinal Virtues. In the month of   

September  we will focus on the virtue of Justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is justice? 
Justice consists in the firm and constant will to give to 

others their due. Justice toward God is called “the virtue 
of religion.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Father, you have given all peoples one common origin. 
It is your will that they be gathered together 

as one family in yourself. 
Fill the hearts of mankind with the fire of your love 

and with the desire to ensure justice for all. 
By sharing the good things you give us, 

may we secure an equality for all 
our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 

May there be an end to division, strife and war. 
May there be a dawning of a truly human society 

built on love and peace. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. 

 
Amen  

Justice by Raphael Sanzio de Urbino 1509-1511 

 Meg Rosario 
 Independent Consultant 

 
970-631-3148 

megerosario@gmail.com 
https://www.mymaryandmartha.com/

MEGROSARIO 
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Aluminum Cans:  A large collection box 
can be found near the dumpster. Note: 
This box is for aluminum only, no plastic. 

 
Egg Cartons:  We save one dozen size 
egg cartons for the Food Bank.  Place 
them (and non-perishable food donations) 
in the God Box by the Men’s  
Restroom. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Please keep your children from scribbling in the green 
music issues as many parishioners donated the books in 
memory of loved ones.  Thank you! 

MOVING/ADDRESS CHANGES? 
 

Are you moving or planning to move? If so, please let 
the parish office know in advance so we can change or 
stop mailing your offering envelopes. This saves post-
age.  

STEPS TO GETTING  YOUR CHILD BAPTIZED AT ST. ANDREW 
 

 Contact Deacon Mark@ deaconmark@mtaonline.net  
 

If this is your first child to be baptized at St. Andrew you will need to take a class. Once you have received instruction 
your baptism will be scheduled. Usual times for baptism are during or after the weekend Mass. 

Pamphlets, Flyers, Posters 
Anything to be displayed in the church must be ap-
proved in the office. Please stop by the office so that 
we may run the items by the pastor before they are 
displayed.  Anything that is not OK’d will be taken 
down. Help us assure that what is displayed is ap-
propriate and theologically correct. Thank you! 

Comfort and Accessibility: 
 
   Accessible Restrooms available in the halls off the 

narthex. 
   Ladies’ and Family Restrooms on the North side, 

Men’s restroom on the South side. 
   Seating for Wheelchairs available in the front of the 

Nave. 
   If you have difficulty approaching the altar for com-

munion, please tell an usher, and Communion will be 
brought to you. 

   A limited number of assisted-hearing devices are 
available; ask an usher for assistance. 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
 

Stop by the Welcome table to register and find out 
more about St. Andrew Parish! You can also register 
online at our website www.aksaintandrews.org 

All children must be supervised by their  parents at 
all times while on parish property.  As always, our ush-
ers are on hand during Mass to render assistance. 

Stewardship 

Sacrament Corner—Congratulations ! 

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
 

Do you have crutches, braces, wheel chairs, padding, 
bandaging materials, or non-prescription medical  sup-
plies or ointments that you would like to donate?   Con-
tact Paula or Raymond @ 694-2415 for pickup. 

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

This group is composed of people who have suffered 
the loss of a loved one to suicide. It is facilitated by 
trained volunteers and is there to help its participants to 
help heal from the pain and loss. This is an open group 
that will meet twice a month to discuss issues and prob-
lems related to the suicide of their loved one and help 
them to integrate this loss into their life.  
 

Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M in Eagle River. Please 
call before first visit: 907-696-5229. There is no cost.  

NEW CDS from the Augustine Institute are available 
on the table by the coat closet.  

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
 

If you wish to stop getting contribution envelopes please 
email the parish secretary at  
parishsecretary@aksaintandrews.org and she will remove 
you from the mailings. And if you are not receiving them 
and wish to, contact her at the above email. 

Miscellaneous 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT : Help is available—Have you or someone you know been sexually or physically abused?  
Contact:   
                Office of Children’s Services  1-800-478-4444 
                Adult Protective Services      1-800-478-9996 
                STAR Standing Together Against Rape 907-276-7273 
                Archdiocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 907-297-7786 

 Calendar 

STAMPS & POSTMARKS:  A box is in the coat room 
for all cancelled stamps you may have. They are sent to 
the retired SSSF Sisters in Wisconsin where they are 
prepared for selling to stamp collectors. The revenue 
they receive helps maintain their convent. 

Miscellaneous 

Welcome! 

We are currently streaming  Mass. Sunday @ 10 am.  We also have weekend Mass in person on Saturday @ 5:30, 
Sunday  at 10 am and 7 pm. We have daily Mass at 9 am Tues-Friday. All parishioners are welcome to wear face-
masks, but are not required. Please be considerate of those who are unable to be vaccinated at this time. We are cau-
tiously reopening our church. Please pray that  the numbers of those affected by COVID continue to decline. 
 
Changes are on going. You should receive an email or text when there is a major change to schedule. If you have not 
been receiving notification please email parishsecretary@aksaintandrew,org with current contact information.  
 
Other uses of the church will be forthcoming in the following weeks and months, dependent on the state of the 
COVID pandemic, 

Baptism: Aug. 7, 2021—Marigold Emmeline Leigh Hayes  Holy Orders— Aug 6, 2021—Madisen Hayes Interested in the Catholic faith, or know someone who is?—If you are interested in finding out more about the Cath-
olic Church, and in being confirmed into the Catholic faith, the RCIA program is just for you.  RCIA stands for Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults and is the program for adults who wish to join the Catholic Church. Classes for this 
year’s RCIA program will begin on Sunday, September 12th.  The class will concludes with the Easter Vigil on 
April 16th next spring when those who complete the program will be received into the Church. 
 

If you are interesting, or know someone who might be interested in the Catholic faith, please contact Mark Merrill, 
the coordinator of the RCIA program for St. Andrew Parish at 440-8223, or the parish office at 694-9805. 
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Listen to Catholic Radio on  

KHRM, 94.1 FM Anchorage 

CATHOLIC  NETFLIX! —Formed.org 
Your parish has gifted you with free unlimited access 
to the best eBooks, talks, and videos in the Church to-
day. Register at www.formed.org 

Parishioner code: 8MZ8B4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                 OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
Bereavement Support   Parish Office—694-2170 
Communion to the Homebound  Parish Office—694-2170 
Love INC     Virginia Marquez—632-0272 
Elizabeth Ministry    Jo Martin—688-4882 
St. Andrew Meal Ministry   Barbara Peters—696-4164 
Respect Life Ministry   Rashae Johnson 854-2997 
Single Parent Fellowship   Ann Marie Mabry— 227-4516 
Hospital Visits    Joe Beaty—770-2300   694-3104 
Prayer Chain                                                      Jacki Augustine—694-4771 

Because of HIPAA laws, parishioners need to notify us if going  
to the hospital. Remember to request the Anointing of the Sick before surgery!  Call the parish at 694-2170. 

Kids’ Corner 

Church Ministries 

Tech Corner/ Miscellaneous Information 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted 
with love and compassion. The prayer 
shawl ministry reaches out to those in 
need of comfort and solace, as well as 
celebration and joy. 
  

We are now meeting in person on the 
1st and 3rd Monday of the Month at 7 

pm in the LDR and on Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Mon-
day.—Contact Dolores @ 726-5345. 

LADIES GROUP 
 

Come join the Ladies of St. Andrew Parish for our 
monthly meeting at St. Andrew Church, 
Saturday, Sept 11, 2021, 10:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Fr. Arthur Roraff will be the 
guest speaker. Join us for our regular 
monthly meeting. All Ladies of the par-
ish are welcome! 

Each year, on the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady 
make a cake to celebrate. —Lemon Blueberry Cake—
Make sure the cake itself is white, symbolizing Mary's 
purity, and then  add blueberries to symbolize her blue 
mantle. 
 
Top the cake with a small statueof Mary and surrounded 
it with a circle of 10 candles, representing one decade of 
the rosary.  Children then take turns lighting the candles 
as the whole family prays a "Hail Mary" for each can-
dle.  Afterwards sing Happy Birthday and let the chil-
dren blow out the candles!!!   
Lemon Blueberry Cake 
adapted from the Food Network 
 
 Ingredients: 

2 (8-inch) round white cakes (I made mine using a 
boxed white cake mix) 

 1/3 cup frozen lemonade concentrate, thawed 
 2 teaspoons lemon extract, divided 
 2 (12-ounce) cans cream cheese frosting 
 Fresh blueberries  
 Fresh mint sprigs and Lemon slices, quar-

tered (optional) 
  
Directions: 
 

Use a knife to slice cake layers in half horizontally. Use 
a pastry brush to brush each layer with lemonade con-
centrate; set aside. 
 

Stir 1 teaspoon of lemon extract into each can of frost-
ing; set aside. 
 

To assemble cake: frost and stack the cake layers on top 
of each other. 
 

Decorate the cake with blueberries.  You can then add 
the optional clusters of mint sprigs and quartered lemon 
slices for further decoration if you'd like. 

Sept 8th, Nativity of Our Lady 

St Michael  the Archangel Feast Day. Sept 29 

http://www.formed.org
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000U66YBI?ie=UTF8&tag=shoofros-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000U66YBI


Religious Education 

Financial Highlights 
NEEDS IN THE EAGLE RIVER COMMUNITY 
    

LOVE INC--Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to  
transform lives and communities in the Name of 
Christ. If you are in need of help, please call  907-726-
5683.  
 
 

Our organization needs your contribution of volun-
teers, finances and donations to better serve our com-
munity. Can you contribute?  Please call 250-1735 and 
let us know. www.loveincofeagleriver.org 

 

Please donate to the Good Samaritan Fund: $5, $10 or 
$20 month. This money will help our neighbors with 
utilities or gas cards. Please mail your donations to:  
           

LOVE INC. 

SPRED  
(Special Religious Development)  

JESUS SAYS TO YOU TODAY, 
 “I CALL YOU FRIEND” 

 

SPRED builds a community of Faith welcoming per-
sons with developmental disabilities, so that they may 
find spiritual nourishment and opportunities to give 
glory to God. We hope to resume our program at St. 
Andrew in the fall.  If you know someone who would 
benefit from this type of formation, or if you would like 
to volunteer for this most rewarding ministry, please 
send a text message to Kate Green, our parish coordina-
tor, at 907-382-0824." 

 

 
Contact Margaret with any questions regarding Youth 
Group/ Faith Formation: Margaret@aksaintandrews.org 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Fishers of Men: Monday nights 7pm in the Confer-
ence Room. We will resume again in the Fall if anyone 
is interested and wants more information please contact 
Will Goolsby at  
WilliamGoolsby@hotmail.com.    

Office Location: 
11940 Business Blvd. 
Eagle River, AK  99577  

Rev. Gracie Jackson 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 770833 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Please continue to pray for OUR neighbors in need 
and pray that partners/donors will come forward!  
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

WALK-INS:  Please  inform our  neighbors whom 
you are serving, that we are a call center not a walk-in 
center.  Please call: (907) 250-1735. 
 

Many of our neighbors are in serious financial trouble!  
So, we pray and give them guidance if they choose it.  
Assisting them with rent and utilities is challenging 
they really need to manage their time and finances!  We 
will continue to assist them as we are able. 

United in Mission 
(Formerly OBOB) 

Last month 
cumulative 

Current cumu-
lative 

Goal % of Goal 

Total Pledged $16,415 $ 34,226 $93,675 % 36 

Total Paid  $13,356 $ 30,709 $93,675 % 33 

# of Parishioners 33 101 900 % 11 

Knightly News 

ST. ANDREW MOMS MINISTRY—MOMS— 
Join our St. Andrew MOMS Rosary - Our Lady’s Blue 
Army. 
Praying the Rosary Everyday on Zoom 
Sunday-Saturday at 7am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8964391349 
Meeting ID: 896 439 1349 
 
Contact: Donabelle Shepherd 702.994.9269; Email: 
donabelle@gmail.com 

 
 

 Next General Membership and Business Meeting: Members of Council 9830, our monthly Membership/Business 
meeting is on Tuesday, September 14th at 7pm in the Narthex of St. Andrew's church. COME JOIN US!  All 
members are welcome. Agenda will be mailed out.   

 
 Knights of Columbus Alaska 2021  “Pot o’ Gold”  Raffle:  Knights have tickets available.  Grand Prize $15,000, 

10 - $1,000 winners and 5 - $500 winners.  There will be an “Early Bird” drawing of 5 prizes of $500 each on 
Sept 6th at 2pm Labor Day.  Winners are still eligible for the other prizes drawn in December. Good Luck! I need 
all sold tickets back!!   POC Paul Mordini lani1031@mtaonline.net Phone 691-6574 

 
 Gentlemen of the Parish:  If you are interested in putting your faith into action join the Knights of Columbus, 

John A. Forsting Council 9830.   See or call Russ Hart  Ph. 205-0808 or email hartruss@rocketmail.com. Also 
check out the KOC website  https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html 

          St. Andrew Catholic Church

          Offertory -  July 2021

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Masses & Mail Box 30,869.00$           3,961.19$                     34,830.19$     

Given On-line 30,978.00$           5,685.00$                     36,663.00$     

Earthquake Repair 275.00$                 275.00$           

Yurt 50.00$                    50.00$              

Total 62,172.00$           9,646.19$                     71,818.19$     

Debt Reduction Ministry 

A parish wide sale and auction: In November the Debt Reduction Ministry will be hosting a sale/auction of gently, or 
never used, items donated by YOU.  If you have non-clothing items you no longer use or maybe have never used, 
please consider donating them to this cause. Contact Pam or Jim Yeargan at 907-229-1945, or 907-694-2571. You 
can drop items off at their home (11334 Lower Sunny Circle), or ask for a pick-up from your home. Preferably please 
do not drop off at the church. This sale/auction will take place in the Narthex after Masses on the weekend of Novem-
ber 6-7. 
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Compendium 
OF THE 

CATECHISM 
OF THE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
  

 
 

THE VIRTUES 
 

What is a virtue? 
A virtue is an habitual and firm disposition to do the good. “The goal of a virtuous life is to become like God” (Saint 
Gregory of Nyssa). There are human virtues and theological virtues. 
 
What are the human virtues? 
The human virtues are habitual and stable perfections of the intellect and will that govern our actions, order our pas-
sions and guide our conduct according to reason and faith. They are acquired and strengthened by the repetition of 
morally good acts and they are purified and elevated by divine grace. 
 
What are the principal human virtues? 
The principal human virtues are called the cardinal virtues, under which all the other virtues are grouped and which 
are the hinges of a virtuous life. The cardinal virtues are: prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. 
 
What is prudence? 
Prudence disposes reason to discern in every circumstance our true good and to choose the right means for achieving 
it. Prudence guides the other virtues by pointing out their rule and measure. 
 
What is justice? 
Justice consists in the firm and constant will to give to others their due. Justice toward God is called “the virtue of reli-
gion.” 
 
What is fortitude? 
Fortitude assures firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good. It reaches even to the ability of pos-
sibly sacrificing one’s own life for a just cause. 
 
What is temperance? 
Temperance moderates the attraction of pleasures, assures the mastery of the will over instincts and provides balance 
in the use of created goods. 

Catechism –Cardinal  Virtues 

Part Three—The virtue of justice touches on many aspects of the moral life. It springs from the fundamental obliga-
tion to give others their due. When individuals do this for one another, we call this reciprocal or commutative justice 
(we looked at this in a previous article). Now let us turn our attention to social justice (also called distributive justice), 
wherein we consider the duties of communities towards individuals and the duties of individuals towards communities. 
The exercise of authority—Social justice has to do with the exercise of authority. “Human society,” wrote Pope John 
XXIII in his encyclical Pacem et Terris (#46), “can be neither well-ordered nor prosperous unless it has some people 
invested with legitimate authority to preserve its institutions and to devote themselves as far as is necessary to work 
and care for the good of all.” The role of those in authority is to ensure the common good, whereas the duty of those 
subject to authority is to pay them respect and to be loyal. 
In recognition of the legitimacy of authority in human society, Jesus says (Mt 22:21), “Then repay to Caesar what be-
longs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” With these words, our Lord also indicates, since everything includ-
ing Caesar “belongs to God,” that earthly authority has its origin in God and needs to be seen within the larger frame-
work of God’s Kingdom. 
In his recent book “Jesus of Nazareth,” Pope Benedict XVI , commenting on Christ’s words (Mt 28:18), “All power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me,” writes “Without heaven, earthly power is always ambiguous and fragile. 
Only when power submits to the measure and the judgment of heaven — of God, in other words — can it become pow-
er for good. And only when power stands under God’s blessing can it be trusted.” The virtue of justice, like all other 
virtues, requires more than human effort; it needs the grace of God. 
The common good—Our welfare as individuals in closely linked to the welfare of our family and of society as a 
whole. In other words, the good of each person is bound up with the common good. But what do we mean by the com-
mon good? The Catechism of the Catholic Church gives us an insightful and precise response (#1925), “The common 
good consists of three essential elements: respect for and promotion of the fundamental rights of the person; prosperi-
ty, or the development of the spiritual and temporal goods of society; the peace and security of the group and of its 
members.” This means that persons always have priority over things; at the same time, particular interests of persons or 
of groups need to yield at times to the larger good of the community as a whole. 
We are all equal before God in terms of our human nature and our origin. However , we are obviously not equal 
in talents. We have great differences of age, physical strength, intellectual abilities, and so forth. These differences, far 
from becoming a source of contention between us, are intended by God to encourage and even to oblige us to place our 
unique gifts at the service of one another. St Paul frequently reminds us of this in his New Testament letters, Sinful in-
equalities, however, do exist in scandalous proportions today. Vatican II addressed this social injustice at considerable 
length, pointing out in Gaudium et Spes (#29), “Their equal dignity as persons demands that we strive for fairer and 
more humane conditions. Excessive economic and social disparity between individuals and peoples of the one human 
race is a source of scandal against social justice, equity, human dignity, as well as social and international peace.” 
In light of all the sinful inequalities that threaten the well being of such a vast number of our contemporaries, that de-
stabilize the social fabric of many countries, that complicate efforts for peace, and that prompt large migrations away 
from inhumane conditions, the Church cannot remain indifferent even if we are tempted to do so. In this regard, Pope 
Benedict XVI writes in his encyclical Deus Caritas Est (#36), “When we consider the immensity of others’ needs, we 
can, on the one hand, be driven towards an ideology that would aim at doing what God’s governance of the world ap-
parently cannot: fully resolving every problem. Or we can be tempted to give in to inertia, since it would seem that in 
any event nothing can be accomplished. At such times, a living relationship with Christ is decisive if we are to keep on 
the right path, without falling into an arrogant contempt for man, something not only unconstructive but actually de-
structive, or surrendering to a resignation which would prevent us from being guided by love in the service of others.” 
Impartiality—To exercise power justly, those in authority need to be impartial. They must not play favorites or give 
unfair sanctions to some and excessive benefits to others. 
Whoever exercises judicial power maintains impartiality by presuming innocence until someone is proven guilty and 
by deciding cases on the basis of law. As the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy teaches “In rendering judgment, do 
not consider who a person is; give ear to the lowly and to great alike, fearing no man, for judgment is God’s.” 
At the same time, in order to ensure impartiality, the most vulnerable and powerless of society require extra assistance 
and special consideration. St. James insists on this in his New Testament Epistle (2:1-4), “My brothers, show no par-
tiality as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. For if a man with gold rings on his fingers and in 
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and a poor person in shabby clothes also comes in, and you pay attention to the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Sit here, please,’ while you say to the poor one, ‘Stand there,’ or ‘Sit at my feet,’ 
have you not made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil designs?” 
Among those requiring extra help from others are persons with mental and other disabilities, the infirm elderly and lit-
tle children. In these cases, impartiality cannot be achieved without extra vigilance and care by those with authority... 
Love of God and love of neighbor are inextricably bound together. The closer we are to God the more we shall love 
our neighbor. Love requires us to practice justice, and love makes us capable of doing it. Love also moves us beyond 
what justice requires to imaging the self-giving love of Christ in our lives. 
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Part One—Cries for justice ring out throughout our nation and world every day, and even more loudly protests against 
injustice. This clamor for a just society and these demands for “rights” of various kinds tell us that justice is no idle top-
ic. In fact, it is a “cutting edge” issue of our day. In a world wounded by original sin, it will always be a cutting edge 
issue. 
What is justice?--Justice is the cardinal virtue most frequently praised in the Sacred Scriptures. All the Ten Command-
ments are concerned with justice. Jesus is the Just One who died for the sake of the unjust, that He might lead people 
back to God (Cf. 1 Pet 3:18). 
The Church, down through the centuries, has expounded principles of justice, applied them to difficult issues, and pro-
moted the virtue of justice.  
The need for justice is evident even to small children who know that they should play fair with their friends, and that 
there is such a thing as right and wrong. But what exactly constitutes justice is a hotly contested question, not only in 
regard to specific issues like the death penalty, women’s rights, and the war in Iraq/Afghanistan  but even in regard to 
the principles on which justice in society is founded. 
So, then, what is justice? Justice is the virtue that enables us to assume our responsibilities and to give others their due. 
Thus, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches “Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the constant and firm 
will to give their due to God and neighbor. Justice toward God is called the ‘virtue of religion.’ Justice toward men dis-
poses one to respect the rights of each and to establish in human relationships the harmony that promotes equity with 
regard to persons and to the common good.”… 
According to moral relativists, justice (or any truth claim, for that matter) is established by the individual. In this view, 
objective moral truths would not exist. Morality, then, would be created by human beings and be subject to them alone. 
This is directly opposed to the Christian tradition which holds that morality is something objective and fixed. Accord-
ing to the theory of relativism, what is right today may be wrong tomorrow; all things are subject of change, even truth 
and justice. 
But, in fact, justice and truth are not changeable since their ultimate foundation is found in God. As Psalm 119 declares 
(vs. 137ff), “You are just, O Lord, and your ordinance is right. You have pronounced your decrees in justice and in 
perfect faithfulness… Your justice is everlasting justice, and your law is permanent.” 
Men and women are creatures of a loving Creator, who not only made us because of love but also teaches us how to 
live in His love. By listening to His voice, and obeying His commands, we can build our individual lives and our socie-
ty on a just foundation and can confidently follow the path that leads to eternal life. We can also be sure that what is 
just today will not change and become wrong tomorrow. 
 

Can wrongs be ‘rights’?--Any discussion of justice must include a discussion of rights, because justice is only possible 
when each person’s rights are secured. Concern for justice and rights is found throughout the Sacred Scriptures. For 
example, in the Old Testament, God says (Dt 24:17), “You shall not violate the rights of the alien or of the orphan, nor 
take the clothing of a widow as a pledge.” And Jesus, when teaching about the necessity of persevering prayer, tells a 
humorous parable about a poor but feisty widow who will not stop seeking her rights just because her only hope for res-
titution is a crooked judge. At the end of the parable, Jesus draws this conclusion (Lk 18:6-7): “Pay attention to what 
the dishonest judge says. Will not God then secure the rights of His chosen ones who call out to Him day and night?” 
All rights are not the same, of course. Some rights are primary in that they are founded on the basic needs of human 
persons; examples would include the right to life and the right to truth. These pr imary r ights belong to every hu-
man person from the moment of conception; they cannot be arbitrarily taken away. 
There are also secondary rights that may differ from one person to another depending on each one’s vocation and re-
sponsibility. These would include the rights of parents as distinct from those of their children, the rights of civic leaders 
as distinct from those of the citizens they serve, the rights of the teachers as distinct from those of their pupils. While 
secondary rights are genuine, they are subject to change as circumstances in the family and society occur. On the other 
hand, primary rights can never change nor can they be discarded. 
Confusion between primary and secondary rights is commonplace in society today, due at times to an exaggerated egal-
itarianism that refuses to acknowledge different roles within the society, due at other times to the outright denial of 
some of the primary rights, and due at still other times to rights’ claims that are not rooted in objective truth. When con-
fusions like these occur, we end up with “wrongs” being proclaimed as “rights.” For example, the so-called “right to 
choose abortion” may trump the right to life. But no person ever has the right to commit actions that are evil. 
Social justice and commutative justice: 
The pursuit of justice necessarily entails both rights and responsibilities. These are correlative: my rights place an obli-
gation on others; conversely, my responsibilities arise from others’ rights. In every case, what we are dealing with are 
the duties human beings owe to each other, individually and as a community. 
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Part Two—Those who are just give others what is due to them. When individuals do this for  one another , it is 
called commutative justice (commutative means “reciprocal”). When individuals do this for communities, and vice ver-
sa, it is called social justice (or distributive justice). At this time, let us look more closely at commutative justice. Here-
in, we are concerned primarily with two kinds of cases: first, with those involving injury to persons or their property; 
and second, those dealing with contracts or covenants between persons. 
Injuries-When injustice against a person occurs, injury inevitably follows, because the rights of that person have been 
violated. The most serious injustices against persons include murder, abortion, suicide and euthanasia. These injustices 
are always intrinsically evil (they can never be considered morally good), and they do irreparable harm. 
Some may argue that suicide is not as unjust as murder because the only person harmed is the one who kills himself, by 
claiming that it is a compassionate thing to do, motivated by a desire not to be a burden on others. But suicide is an inju-
ry to oneself, for whom each one has responsibility; it is also an injury to one’s family and friends who are frequently 
left with terrible guilt and sorrow; and it is always an offense against God and His dominion over our lives. As the Book 
of Wisdom says (16:13-14), “For you have dominion over life and death; you lead down to the gates of the nether 
world, and lead back. Man, however, slays in his malice.” 
Many who commit suicide, however, may not be acting with clear minds and full freedom due to some mental 
instability; in these cases, the moral culpability is greatly reduced, even though the action itself remains morally 
wrong. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches this very thing, i.e. that suicide is gravely evil (but also 
that , “Grave psychological disturbances, anguish, or grave fear or hardship, suffering, or torture can diminish the re-
sponsibility of the one committing suicide. We should not despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have taken 
their own lives. By ways known to Him alone, God can provide the opportunity for salutary repentance.” 
Spiritual injuries—Injury to others can take the form of injury to their property since human beings necessarily live in 
a physical and material world. The Seventh Commandment deals with this injustice (Ex 20:15), “Thou shalt not steal.” 
Injury can also take the more personal form of harming another’s reputation through rash judgment, slander, detraction 
or calumny. Such sins of the tongue are strongly condemned throughout the Sacred Scriptures, none more colorfully 
than in the Epistle of St. James (Cf. 3:2-12). Spiritual injuries, such as these, can cause greater damage than physical 
ones. 
Similarly, Jesus warns against the spiritual harm caused by those who subvert the faith of others. For example, He says 
(Mt 18:6), “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the deaths of the sea.. Whoever obstructs the faith of “the little 
ones,” whoever hinders their trust in Him, can expect swift and just punishment.” Our first pope, St. Peter, issues a sim-
ilar warning in his Second Epistle (2 Pt 2:1), “There were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will introduce destructive heresies and even deny the Master who ransomed them, bring-
ing swift destruction on themselves.” 
Propagating heresy or division among the faithful, while not frequently condemned in our day, remains a serious sin of 
injustice. Scandals like this are roundly condemned by Jesus (Cf. Mt 18:6-9). The long tradition of the Church has al-
ways held that injury to the soul is more dangerous than injury to the body. 
Contracts and covenants 
Commutative justice includes a second kind of cases, those involving just recompense or compensation, usually spelled 
out in covenants and contracts. Here we move into the whole realm of just wages, fair pricing, advertising practices, 
loans, investments, and other aspects of business ethics. In the past century, more than at any other time in history, much 
debate has occurred in the Church and society regarding these important questions. The Church has actively supported 
concepts such as a “fair wage,” a “family wage” and a “living wage;” and has spoken out frequently for the rights of 
workers to collective bargaining. 
While these issues of contracts and covenants deserve lengthy consideration, I shall have to leave that to another time 
and place. One issue that I cannot pass over, however, is that of restitution. In all cases of commutative justice, there is 
an obligation to strict restitution whenever rights have been violated or when a contract has been legitimately made. 
Restitution is described by St. Thomas Aquinas in this way (Summa Theologiae, II, II, q. 62, 1), “It is seemingly the 
same as once more to re-instate a person in the possession or dominion of his thing.” One returns or restores to the oth-
er his property, or one repairs whatever injury one caused. Of course, the second part of the above is much more diffi-
cult than the first, namely to repair what has been injured, especially if the injury is of a spiritual nature or if the injury 
entailed the taking of another’s life. How can restitution be made in these cases? At times, it cannot be done. 
In this world marred by original sin, some injustices cannot be set right by human effort. That is why we need a Re-
deemer, a Savior, who restores what we human beings cannot restore. At the same time, commutative justice requires 
that we make exact restitution to others as far as we are able. Making no excuses for whatever evil we have done, we 
must do all in our power to set things right. Whatever goes beyond our power, we humbly entrust to the mercy of God. 
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