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St. Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 

16300 Domain Ln. 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

694-2170 phone  
www.aksaintandrews.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is to 
build a community of Faith, Hope and Love by 

the way we educate, celebrate, and live as  
individual stewards of the many blessings of  
Almighty GOD.  We are called to be Christ’s 
hands and voice reaching out to embrace all 
who are in need, and to establish peace and  

justice in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 10 am and 7 pm 
 

Weekdays*: Tues-Fri. Mass 9 am 
 

*Unless otherwise noted in the weekly schedule 
 

Holy Days: 9 am and 6:30 pm 
 

Rosary—8:30 am daily, 6:15 pm on Thursday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration—Perpetual 
 

Sacraments 
 

Confessions—Saturday: 3:30 or by appointment 
 

Baptism, Marriage, Anointing of Sick--contact 
the office 
 

Sacraments of Initiation--Adults interested in 
becoming  Catholic --Please contact Deacon 
Mark or the office. 

KELLEY & CANTERBURY  
LAW OFFICES 

On your side, at your side, every step of 
the way. 

A family-owned personal injury law 
firm. Visit  

our website at  
www.kelleyandcanterbury.com  

EAGLE RIVER EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
K-Adult 

Math, Reading, Italian 
Bonnie & Michael Melielo  250-0023 

GLORIOUS LIFE ASSISTED LIVING HOME LLC 
16641 Marcus St. Eagle River 

341-3277 

   EAGLE SUMMIT DENTAL GROUP 
Michael Sanders, D.M.D., P.C. 
Eagle River, AK   694-8234 

www.eagleriverdental.org   

GRANITE CITY ALASKA 
Slab granite countertops. Professional installations. 

Contact Matt or Melissa Hickey   694-6900 

Young Living Essential Oils 
Live a healthy, chemical free life & learn about oils! 

Karla Beller #10161134 
Itsthefamilylife@gmail.com 

www.youngliving.com  

Holy Rosary Academy K-12  
A Classical School in the Catholic Tradition 

Where Faith and Reason  
Meet in the Pursuit of Excellence 

 Website: www.hraak.com    Phone:907-276-5822 

COURTESY FLUSH 
Drain/Sewer Line Cleaning; 

 Plumbing and Heating 
907-622-3033 

ALL LIFE IS YOGA 
 

Mary McCormick, RYT  Owner/instructor 

 www.alllifeisyoga.org  

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
 

Located in Eagle River, we offer Preschool-8th grade. St. 
John's provides children with a sound educational foun-
dation in a loving Christian environment. For more info 
contact us @ 696-3920 or    Visit us on the web:  
sjocs1@gmail.com  www.stjohnalaska.org/school   

 

PAMPERED CHEF 
Aimee Woodley, Independent 

Consultant907-240-9338  
 frozenchef@mac.com 

www.pamperedchef.biz/aimeewoodley 
Cooking/Catalog Parties, Wedding 

Registries & Showers,  
Fundraisers & More! 

Check out exclusive Facebook  
specials at 

www.facebook.com/thefrozenchef 

EAGLE RIVER BALLET  
 

Alice Bassler Sullivan, Director 
Heather McEwen, Instructor 

Inquiries: 
www.eagleriverballet.com  

Sharing Space with All Life is Yoga 

Alaska Premier Dental Group 
Brian Kruchoski, DDS 
www.smilealaska.com 

"Taking Care of You Way Beyond Your Smile" 

Eagle River Trustworthy Hardware Store 
17034 N. Eagle River Loop Road 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
(907) 694-9384  

日本語のレッソン Japanese Lessons! 
 

Custom designed to interests, goals & learning styles. Certi-
fied AK teacher, MA in Japanese Studies, worked & studied 

in Japan. Taught for Chugiak High School, UAA & home 
school programs. Please call/text: 350-7395 for Caryn 

VALLEY UROLOGY--Eagle River Office 
Jeff A.Simerville MD 

Adult and Pediatric Urology 
689-1270 www.akvalleyurology.com  

MEGAN’S TAX SERVICE IN EAGLE RIVER 
 

Megan’s Tax Service will donate $30 to St. Andrew debt 
reduction fund for each parishioner’s tax return filed. 

694-1040. 

ALASKA QUALITY SEPTIC 
 

Septic Pumping 
Contact Jacob Tramp -(907)344-2632 

CBL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

Sara McCormick, Owner 
Payroll, Bookkeeping and Medical Billing 

907-854-7882 
cblaccounting@gci.net 

Golden Paws Kennel 
 

 
 

 
Canine Boarding for senior dogs  

ages 9 and older 
907 622-6121 

winter-in-ak@mtaonline.net   
 

A & A The Shop 
Eagle River    Anchorage 

Mon-Sat, 8am-5p     Mon-Sat. 7am-5:30 
11135 Ashley Park Ln                       48617 Old Seward 

 

Alaska’s Independent  Subaru Service 

 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME Inc. 
K9 Daycare & Boarding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eagle River's exclusive  
Homestyle  K9 care facility.   

We specialize in caring for your 
 K9 just like you do at home. 

 If your dog needs a safe, secure and 
comfortable place to call 

 its own we have it! 
www.K9HM.com   

Cozy Interiors 
Carpet - Furniture – Flooring –  

Cabinets –Window Shades – Rugs 
Matt & Melissa 694-2699 

SIMPSON HOME REPAIR 
 

Mike Simpson Owner/Operator 
1-907-863-3254 

msimpson@mtaonline.net 
17209 Foothill Ave., Eagle River  

OYdesigns&sewing 
 

Custom made and Tailoring, alterations, restorations, 
fittings, bridal, special occasion, ready to wear 
1-907 -717-7723                   Free pick up service 

onlyyoudesigns68 @yahoo.com 
www.onlyyoudesigns68.wixsite.com 

Come dance with us!  
Irish Dance Academy of Alaska 

Irish step dancing classes for kids age 4-18 years old 
An energetic, fun, modest form of dance 

Both performance and competitive 
For more details please contact us at 

www.irishdanceak.com  

CAKESUCRAVE 
 

By Lalaine  (907) 365-9883 

Rachel Alexander LMT 
Strong, Experienced Therapeutic Massage 

rachelalexanderlmt.abmp.com 
907-310-0464 

Servants Heart Catholic Books & Gifts 
 

Books on different topics as well as Gifts (Holy Land  
Crosses, First Communion gifts, etc.) Parishioner owned 

 
Servantsheartak15@gmail.com 

 Meg Rosario 
 Independent Consultant 

 
970-631-3148 

megerosario@gmail.com 
https://www.mymaryandmartha.com/

MEGROSARIO 

St. Stephen Preaching—15th Century—Fra Angelica 

 
 

We at St. Andrew have been blessed with our deacons. 
Deacon Jim Lee 

Deacon Mark Merrill 
 

We have had the privilege of  having  the assistance  
of newly Ordained Deacon Greg Marino of Wyoming 
( a former and semi current member of St. Andrew) 

 
We will soon have a newly ordained Deacon  

Don Reamer—his ordination is May 13th. 
 

Let us offer a prayer for them: 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
Servant of all, 

Send your Spirit upon our deacons and their wives 
as they serve your Church. 

Give them eyes to see the needs of your people. 
Give them a discerning mind to know your truth. 

Give them a generous spirit when they are 
tired but needed. 

Give them  
a humble heart when their work goes unnoticed. 

Give them peace of mind in obedience and service. 
Give them health of body so they 

may serve with strength. 
Make them fertile ground for your inspiration and love. 

Comfort them when they  
question themselves and their ministry. 
Grant them grace as they age so they  

may share your wisdom. 
Make their  

hearts like yours so they may love your people. 
Amen. 
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Aluminum Cans:  A large collection box 
can be found near the dumpster. Note: 
This box is for aluminum only, no plastic. 

 
Egg Cartons:  We save one dozen size 
egg cartons for the Food Bank.  Place 
them (and non-perishable food donations) 
in the God Box by the Men’s  
Restroom. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Please keep your children from scribbling in the green 
music issues as many parishioners donated the books in 
memory of loved ones.  Thank you! 

MOVING/ADDRESS CHANGES? 
 

Are you moving or planning to move? If so, please let 
the parish office know in advance so we can change or 
stop mailing your offering envelopes. This saves post-
age.  

STEPS TO GETTING  YOUR CHILD BAPTIZED AT ST. ANDREW 
 

 Contact Deacon Mark@ deaconmark@mtaonline.net  
 

If this is your first child to be baptized at St. Andrew you will need to take a class. Once you have received instruction 
your baptism will be scheduled. Usual times for baptism are during or after the weekend Mass. 

Pamphlets, Flyers, Posters 
Anything to be displayed in the church must be ap-
proved in the office. Please stop by the office so that 
we may run the items by the pastor before they are 
displayed.  Anything that is not OK’d will be taken 
down. Help us assure that what is displayed is ap-
propriate and theologically correct. Thank you! 

Comfort and Accessibility: 
 
   Accessible Restrooms available in the halls off the 

narthex. 
   Ladies’ and Family Restrooms on the North side, 

Men’s restroom on the South side. 
   Seating for Wheelchairs available in the front of the 

Nave. 
   If you have difficulty approaching the altar for com-

munion, please tell an usher, and Communion will be 
brought to you. 

   A limited number of assisted-hearing devices are 
available; ask an usher for assistance. 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
 

Stop by the Welcome table to register and find out 
more about St. Andrew Parish! You can also register 
online at our website www.aksaintandrews.org 

All children must be supervised by their  parents at 
all times while on parish property.  As always, our ush-
ers are on hand during Mass to render assistance. 

Stewardship 

Sacrament Corner—Congratulations ! 

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
 

Do you have crutches, braces, wheel chairs, padding, 
bandaging materials, or non-prescription medical  sup-
plies or ointments that you would like to donate?   Con-
tact Paula or Raymond @ 694-2415 for pickup. 

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

This group is composed of people who have suffered 
the loss of a loved one to suicide. It is facilitated by 
trained volunteers and is there to help its participants to 
help heal from the pain and loss. This is an open group 
that will meet twice a month to discuss issues and prob-
lems related to the suicide of their loved one and help 
them to integrate this loss into their life.  
 

Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M in Eagle River. Please 
call before first visit: 907-696-5229. There is no cost.  

NEW CDS from the Augustine Institute are available 
on the table by the coat closet.  

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
 

If you wish to stop getting contribution envelopes please 
email the parish secretary at  
parishsecretary@aksaintandrews.org and she will remove 
you from the mailings. And if you are not receiving them 
and wish to, contact her at the above email. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT : Help is available—Have you or someone you know been sexually or physically abused?  
Contact:   
                Office of Children’s Services  1-800-478-4444 
                Adult Protective Services      1-800-478-9996 
                STAR Standing Together Against Rape 907-276-7273 
                Archdiocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 907-297-7786 

 Calendar 

STAMPS & POSTMARKS:  A box is in the coat room 
for all cancelled stamps you may have. They are sent to 
the retired SSSF Sisters in Wisconsin where they are 
prepared for selling to stamp collectors. The revenue 
they receive helps maintain their convent. 

Miscellaneous 

Welcome! 

We are currently streaming  Mass Sunday @ 10 am.  We also have weekend Mass in person on Saturday @ 5:30, 
Sunday  at 10 am and 7 pm. We have daily Mass at 9 am Tues-Friday. All parishioners are encouraged to wear face-
masks, but are not required. Please be considerate of those who are unable to be vaccinated at this time. We are cau-
tiously reopening our church. Please pray that  the numbers of those affected by COVID continue to decline. 
 
Changes are on going. You should receive an email or text when there is a major change to schedule. If you have not 
been receiving notification please email parishsecretary@aksaintandrew,org with current contact information.  
 
Other uses of the church will be forthcoming in the following weeks and months, dependent on the state of the 
COVID pandemic, 

Baptism:  Interested in the Catholic faith, or know someone who is?—If you are interested in finding out more about the Catho-
lic Church, and in being confirmed into the Catholic faith, the RCIA program is just for you.  RCIA stands for Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults and is the program for adults who wish to join the Catholic Church. Classes for this 
year’s RCIA program began on Sunday, September 12th. It still may be possible to join. The class will concludes 
with the Easter Vigil on April 16th this spring when those who complete the program will be received into the 
Church. 
 

If you are interested or know someone who might be interested in the Catholic faith, please contact Mark Merrill, the 
coordinator of the RCIA program for St. Andrew Parish at 440-8223, or the parish office at 694-2170 
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Listen to Catholic Radio on  

KHRM, 94.1 FM Anchorage 

CATHOLIC  NETFLIX! —Formed.org 
Your parish has gifted you with free unlimited access 
to the best eBooks, talks, and videos in the Church to-
day. Register at www.formed.org 

 
Parishioner code: 8MZ8B4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                 OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
Bereavement Support   Parish Office—694-2170 
Communion to the Homebound  Parish Office—694-2170 
Love INC     Virginia Marquez—632-0272 
Elizabeth Ministry    Jo Martin—688-4882 
Respect Life Ministry   Rashae Johnson 854-2997 
Hospital Visits    Joe Beaty—770-2300   694-3104 
Prayer Chain                                                      Jacki Augustine—694-4771 

Because of HIPAA laws, parishioners need to notify us if going  
to the hospital. Remember to request the Anointing of the Sick before surgery!  Call the parish at 694-2170. 

Kids’ Corner 

Church Ministries 

Tech Corner/ Miscellaneous Information 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted 
with love and compassion. The prayer 
shawl ministry reaches out to those in 
need of comfort and solace, as well as 
celebration and joy. 

  

We are now meeting in person on the 1st and 3rd Mon-
day of the Month at 7 pm in the LDR . 
—Contact Dolores @ 726-5345. 

LADIES GROUP 
 

Come see what YOUR Ladies Group is all about, next 
regular meeting on April 9th from 10:30a-12:30p  
 

For more info call Merle at 907-227-9347 
or Renee at 907-694-3580. 

MINISTRIES GALORE 
 

Did you know we have 51 ministries here at St. Andrew?? The Parish Life Ministry will be highlighting 4 per month 
with posters in the Narthex and highlighting one of those each week in the bulletin. Want to get more involved with 
your parish then check out the posters and maybe you'll find  your niche. Ministry heads can expect a call sometime in 
the coming year to gather your info for highlighting. For more info call Renee at 694-3580. 

http://www.formed.org


Religious Education 

SPRED  
(Special Religious Development)  

JESUS SAYS TO YOU TODAY, 
 “I CALL YOU FRIEND” 

 

SPRED builds a community of Faith welcoming per-
sons with developmental disabilities, so that they may 
find spiritual nourishment and opportunities to give 
glory to God. We hope to resume our program at St. 
Andrew in the fall.  If you know someone who would 
benefit from this type of formation, or if you would like 
to volunteer for this most rewarding ministry, please 
send a text message to Kate Green, our parish coordina-
tor, at 907-382-0824." 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Fishers of Men: The men’s Monday Night Bible 
Study is restarting. The group meets 7:00 to 8:15 pm in 
the Conference Room of the Church. The first meeting is 
January 17th. The group visits both the Hebrew and 
Christian Scriptures. The Bible Study leader is Don 
Remer, our soon to be deacon. Any questions, call Gene 
Cyrus at 907-250-1180. 

MOMS MINISTRY STUDY 
 

MOMS Ministry studying " Evidence for Catholic 
Moral Teaching" with Trent Horn of Catholic An-
swers. To help cover material costs: suggested donation 
$10. 
 

Our Meeting Dates through May 2022:  
 

March 31 
 

April 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

May 5 and 12 

 

 
Contact Margaret with any questions regarding Youth 
Group/ Faith Formation: Margaret@aksaintandrews.org 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Bible Timeline – Salvation History offered by Ascension Press - Jeff Cavins, presenter 
Two options: 
1) Come in person on Wednesday mornings – 10 to Noon, beginning Sept. 15. We’ll watch DVDs together and use 
accompanying materials.—ongoing. Bring your Bible 
Cost is minimal, since using older version. 
(2) Study on your own – flexible times, since you will access the videos online. [Please note: This is not a Zoom 
class.] Cost for online access and accompanying materials is $37.00. 
Questions? Please contact Mireya Lee – 694-4443. or call the church office – 694-2170. 

          Offertory -  November 2021

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Masses & Mail Box 31,434.00$           6,562.00$                     37,996.00$     

Given On-line 33,285.00$           8,367.00$                     41,652.00$     

Debt Reduction Events 9,941.00$                     9,941.00$        

Earthquake Repair 200.00$                 200.00$           

Yurt 250.00$                 250.00$           

Total 65,169.00$           24,870.00$                  90,039.00$     

Pope Francis Consecration of Russia and Ukraine 
The Vatican announced Tuesday that Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary March 25, and that a papal envoy will conduct the same consecration in Fatima. The consecrations - performed 
by Pope Francis and papal almoner Cardinal Konrad Krajewski - come after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and are con-
nected to the 1917 apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima urging that Russia be consecrated to Mary’s Immaculate Heart. 
What’s a consecration?—Consecration means setting something apart, dedicating it to a sacred purpose.  
The word is used often in Catholicism: churches are consecrated, sacred vessels are consecrated, women can become 
consecrated virgins, men and women’s religious orders are called “consecrated life,” and “consecration” is used to de-
scribe the sacramental confection of the Eucharist. 
There is also a Catholic devotional custom of private consecration to Christ through Mary, by a set of devotional pray-
ers. The practice of personal consecration to Mary has roots in the early centuries of Christianity, and was popular in 
many parts of the Church by the ninth century…. 
As early as the ninth century, bishops and priests began to consecrate cities to the Blessed Virgin Mary as well, as a 
way of asking for her intercessory protection. Louis XIII consecrated France to Mary in 1638, and other countries have 
done the same. 
Ok, but Russia? And what does this have to do with Fatima? —Three Portuguese children in 1917 had visions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, during which Mary is said to have given messages to the visionary children about the state of the 
world. Three of those messages became known as the secrets of Fatima, because they were not revealed to the public 
for a long time. But one of the visionaries, Sr. Lucia dos Santos, revealed two of the messages in her 1941 memoir.  
The first secret was a vision of hell the children say Mary allowed them to see.  
The second was that World War I would end, and another war would begin during the reign of Pius XI, “if people do 
not cease offending God.” To prevent war, the children say that Mary requested: “The consecration of Russia to my 
Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of reparation on the First Saturdays. If my requests are heeded, Russia will be 
converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecu-
tions of the Church. The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations will be anni-
hilated. In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she shall be 
converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world.” Pius XI died on the eve of World War II, months be-
fore Germany invaded Poland, which is generally regarded as the start of the war. 
So has Russia been consecrated to Mary?—In 1942, Pope Pius XII consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, joined by the bishops of Portugal. The pope said that only Mary, the queen of peace, could bring an end to the 
war ravaging Europe, Asia, and North Africa, and he dedicated the human race to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
In 1952, Pius XII issued an apostolic letter entrusting the Russian people to the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. In 1964, Pope St. Paul VI offered a public prayer entrusting the whole human race to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. Pope St. John Paul II offered several consecration prayers to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; the most well-
known and public was in 1984. On March 25, 1984, he offered prayers of solemn consecration, which dedicated the 
world to Mary. While the pope’s text did not specifically mention Russia, some historians say that John Paul II private-
ly added the words in his prayer. Bishops from around the world had been invited to join the consecration, and many 
did.  According to some accounts, the pope was urged not to mention Russia by name in the public prayers of the 1984 
consecration, because it would anger the Russian Orthodox hierarchy, who opposed the notion of Catholics consecrat-
ing their country to Mary, and because of Vatican efforts at political diplomacy with the USSR.  
Because of that omission, some Catholics have argued that Pope John Paul II did not actually consecrate Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary — and some Catholics continue to raise that objection.  But after the consecration, Sr. Lucia 
- the visionary who recorded the message from Mary - said several times that she believed the consecration request had 
been fulfilled. And in 2000, the Holy See said the consecration “has been done just as Our Lady asked.” 
Then why is Pope Francis reconsecrating  Russia? Didn’t the first one take?—The consecration of sacred objects, in-
cluding churches is not usually repeated, unless some grave act of blasphemy or desecration has occurred within them.   
But personal consecrations can be renewed as an act of faith and devotion, and often are. And in early March, the Latin 
Catholic bishops of Ukraine asked Pope Francis to “publicly perform the act of consecration to the Sacred Immaculate 
Heart of Mary of Ukraine and Russia, as requested by the Blessed Virgin in Fatima.” 
The new consecration is not a concession from the Holy See that the 1984 consecration was in some way insufficient, 
but this act will be more explicit, presumably naming Russia and Ukraine in the prayers themselves. That may well 
spark new rounds of conspiracy theories about past consecrations, or be taken as a sign that Pope St. John Paul II did 
not really complete the consecration. But more likely, Pope Francis intends his prayers to be acts of renewal — pleas to 
God, and the Blessed Virgin Mary — in a time of great hardship, rather than making up for previous acts called into 
question. 
A lot of this is kind of strange to me. Do I have to believe it? 
No. The messages of Fatima fall into the category of “private revelation,” and are not required to be believed by Catho-
lics. They are not doctrine or dogma. When the Church approves an apparition, as she has for Fatima, the vision and its 
messages are deemed to be appropriate for belief, but not required. https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/pope-francis-will-
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Financial Highlights 

NEEDS IN THE EAGLE RIVER COMMUNITY 
    

LOVE INC--Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to  
transform lives and communities in the Name of 
Christ. If you are in need of help, please call  907-726-
5683.  
 

Our organization needs your contribution of volun-
teers, finances and donations to better serve our com-
munity. Can you contribute?  Please call 250-1735 and 
let us know. www.loveincofeagleriver.org 

 

Please donate to the Good Samaritan Fund: $5, $10 or 
$20 month. This money will help our neighbors with 
utilities or gas cards. Please mail your donations to:  

LOVE INC. 

Office Location: 
11940 Business Blvd. 
Eagle River, AK  99577  

Rev. Gracie Jackson 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 770833 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Please continue to pray for OUR neighbors in need 
and pray that partners/donors will come forward!  
  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

WALK-INS:  Please  inform our  neighbors whom 
you are serving, that we are a call center not a walk-in 
center.  Please call: (907) 250-1735. 
 

Many of our neighbors are in serious financial trouble!  
So, we pray and give them guidance if they choose it.  
Assisting them with rent and utilities is challenging 
they really need to manage their time and finances!  We 
will continue to assist them as we are able. 

United in Mission 
(Formerly OBOB) 

Current  
 

Goal % of 
Goal 

Total Pledged $95,191 $93,675  104% 

Total Paid  $94,884 104% 

# of Parishioners 172 912 19% 

Knightly News 

 
 Gentlemen of the Parish:  If you are interested in putting your faith into action join the Knights of Columbus, 

John A. Forsting Council 9830.   See or call Russ Hart  Ph. 205-0808 or email hartruss@rocketmail.com. Also 
check out the KOC website  https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html 

 
 Outreach Program: The Knights of Columbus Council 9830 hosts a Parish Outreach program for our Seniors, 

Widowed and Disabled parishioners. The program is intended to assist with things that you cannot do on your 
own.  Some examples would be: moving of furniture, taking a load of yard trimmings to the landfill, disposing of 
an old freezer, fixing a sticky window or garage door, minor repairs of a fence or deck.  We are not contractors 
and would not wish to take work away from those who make a living fixing and/or remodeling.  Please contact 
our POC Trustee Ken Kutney 907-223-3141 K2Kutney@gmail.com with your request.  

 
 Knights have our First Friday Rosary on the 1st Friday of the month  at 6:30 PM. We will be doing a Scriptural 

Rosary in the Mother of God Chapel  
 
 2022 Bison Hunt Raffle tickets are on sale.  Drawing will be on May 1, 2022. See a Knight for details. 

Thank You  !! Because of your generous donations we 
have exceeded our earlier than we have ever met it be-
fore! 

          St. Andrew Catholic Church

          Offertory -  February  2022

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Masses, Mail & Drop Box 29,240.06$           5,308.00$                     34,548.06$     

Given On-line 31,328.00$           6,662.00$                     37,990.00$     

Earthquake Repair 200.00$                 200.00$           

Yurt 1,150.00$              1,150.00$        

Total 61,918.06$           11,970.00$                  73,888.06$     

 
 4. Penance. The law regarding this sacrament is unequivocal: only a priest can administer the sacrament of penance 
(c. 965). There are no circumstances under which a deacon can hear a confession! Note that it is quite possible for a 
deacon to counsel a person pastorally; but if, in the course of that counseling, that person decides that he wants to con-
fess his sins, the deacon will have to get a priest to do this.  
 
5. Holy Orders. There is no surprise here: only a bishop can confer the sacrament of ordination (c. 1012). Since even a 
priest isn’t able to ordain, it follows logically that a deacon cannot do so either. 6. Anointing of the Sick. Canon 1003. 
specifically notes that only a priest can validly administer the anointing of the sick. If a person is gravely ill, a deacon 
might very well pay a pastoral visit to him and his family; but a deacon cannot actually anoint anyone. 
 
 6. Marriage. In “Can a Catholic Ever Get Married in a Non-Catholic Church?” we saw that Catholics who wish to 
marry are bound to observe the canonical form for marriage. Among other things, this means that the wedding must be 
celebrated in the presence of either the bishop, or the pastor of the parish, or a priest or deacon delegated by either of 
them (c. 1108.1). It follows, then, that a deacon can validly officiate at a Catholic marriage ceremony, so long as he 
has been delegated to do so by the pastor.  
 
Apart from the seven sacraments, there are of course other ministerial actions which Catholic clergy have the power to 
perform. For example, deacons have the power to impart many (but not all) types of blessings, in accord with the litur-
gical books (c. 1169.1). A deacon can also expose the Blessed Sacrament for Eucharistic adoration, and bless the peo-
ple with the monstrance (c. 943). And a deacon is permitted to preach. Canon 764 states that in general, priests and 
deacons have the faculty to preach everywhere, unless a particular bishop or religious superior has restricted that right. 
As was seen in “Who May Preach?” this includes preaching the homily at Mass, on Sunday or any other day. Thus 
there is nothing improper about the permanent deacon  preaching at Sunday Mass in lieu of the celebrating priest. Both 
are able to preach, although only the priest can actually celebrate Mass. It’s reasonable for Catholics to be wary of 
abuses, but this is not one of them. Jay and his fellow parishioners can rest easy, because by preaching, the permanent 
deacon assigned to their parish is carrying out a ministerial function that as a cleric, he has the right and ability to do. 

What Can  (and Can’t) a Deacon Do? (continued) 
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What Can  (and Can’t) a Deacon Do? Deaconate 

What Can (and Can’t) a Deacon Do? Posted on September 26, 2013 by canonlawmadeeasy  

Q: We have a permanent deacon at our parish. Some of us are wondering if the pastor sometimes allows him to do 
things that he’s not supposed to do… for example, occasionally the deacon preaches a homily at Sunday Mass instead 

of the priest. Is that permissible? What are the limits of what a deacon can do? : It’s a good question! Lay Catholics 
generally understand that because a deacon is not a priest, there are some sacramental/liturgical actions which he can-
not perform. But occasionally the laity are taken aback when they see a deacon engaged in some sort of ministerial 

activity which they thought only a priest could do.  

Let’s take a look first at what it really means to be a deacon, and then at the ministerial actions which he may rightly 
perform. Then we’ll be able to see whether the deacon was doing anything improper by preaching at Mass. First and 
foremost, it’s important to realize that a deacon is a cleric (c. 266.1). This is true whether he’s a permanent deacon, or 

a seminarian who’s preparing eventually to be ordained a priest (known as a transitional deacon). Becoming a deacon 
isn’t comparable to becoming an altar-server or a lector. People who agree to assume these latter two roles may some-
times be “commissioned” in some sort of ceremony in church, but a deacon must actually be ordained by a bishop! An 

altar-server or lector might later relinquish his responsibilities, but once a man becomes a deacon, there’s no going 
back to the lay state. Ordination brings with it an ontological change in the person, which cannot be undone.  As a 
cleric, a deacon is incardinated into a diocese or religious institute. If he’s a transitional deacon, who will ultimately 
be ordained a priest, he normally returns to his studies at the seminary after his diaconal ordination. If he’s a perma-

nent deacon, he is bound to minister where the diocesan bishop assigns him, most commonly in a parish, assisting the 
pastor in ministering to the parishioners. On a purely practical level, the average lay Catholic will notice that a deacon 
does many—but not all!—of the same things a priest can do. This is because some sacramental/ministerial actions are 

the purview of all clerics, while others specifically require priestly ordination.  

Let’s look at the sacraments one by one, in the order in which they are addressed in the Code of Canon Law, and see 
which actions a deacon has the ability to perform: 

 1. Baptism.—Anybody can baptize, as ordination is not required for the valid conferral of this sacrament It goes with-
out saying, then, that a deacon can baptize too! In a non-emergency situation, however, a deacon doesn’t merely bap-

tize validly: canon 861.1 notes that he is also an ordinary minister of baptism, as is a priest or bishop. What does the 
term ordinary minister mean here? Since a deacon is a cleric, administering the sacrament of baptism is an action that 
is proper to him. In other words, a lay-person should only be administering baptism in extraordinary situations (when 

an unbaptized person is dying, or perhaps in some war-torn region where there are no clergy available to do it); but a 
deacon lawfully baptizes in ordinary, non-emergency circumstances, just like any other member of the clergy. Thus if 
(for example) a permanent deacon baptizes a baby in his parish, with the knowledge and approval of the pastor, he 

does so both validly and licitly.  

2. Holy Eucharist. The average Catholic understands that a deacon cannot celebrate Mass, as he is unable to conse-
crate the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. As canon 900.1 states bluntly, the only minister who can 
do this is a validly ordained priest. This is reinforced by canon 907, which notes that at Mass, neither deacons nor the 

laity are permitted either to say those prayers (particularly the eucharistic prayer) or to perform those actions which 
are proper to the celebrating priest. But with regard to the distribution of Holy Communion to the faithful, canon 
910.1 states that the ordinary minister of this sacrament is a bishop, priest, or deacon. As we just saw above with re-

gard to baptism, the term ordinary minister means that these persons may confer this sacrament under typical, non-
emergency circumstances. The laity are allowed to distribute the Eucharist too , as was discussed in “Questions about 
Eucharistic Ministers,” but only in situations that are outside the norm—which is why such persons are properly 

termed extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist (c. 910.2).  

3. Confirmation. Once again, the term ordinary minister is used with regard to this sacrament, as canon 882 asserts 
that the ordinary minister of confirmation is a bishop. But as was seen in “Can a Priest Administer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation?” a priest can also administer confirmation by law, when he baptizes an adult or receives an already 
baptized adult into the Catholic Church, and also in danger of death (c. 883 nn. 2 and 3). A deacon, however, cannot 
administer the sacrament of confirmation under any circumstances—if he were to attempt to do so, the confirmation 
would be invalid.                          
                                                                       (continued on next page) 
 

“At that time, as the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.  So the Twelve called together the community of the disci-
ples and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.  Brothers, select from among you sev-
en reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote our-
selves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they 
chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  They presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on 
them.”  
 
This scripture passage from the Acts of the Apostles (6:1-6) was the creation of the third group of ministers in the 
Catholic Church, the diaconate, i.e. deacons.  Together with the bishops and priests, deacons are ordained to carry out 
mission of the Church to the world that fulfills the teaching of Jesus “to serve and not to be served”.  Deacons in par-
ticular are called to service along the lines of the above passage from Acts of the Apostles.  Although deacons are 
publically visible assisting the priest at the celebration of the Mass, this support is actually one of the minor roles of a 
deacon with respect to his vocation of service.  Less visible but important duties of the deacon are visiting the sick and 
homebound, leading Communion services for those in nursing homes and prisons, instructing people interested in be-
coming Catholic, preparing couples for the sacrament of marriage and baptisms of babies, and presiding over funerals 
and witnessing marriages outside of Mass, just to name a few. 
 
During the five year formation program there is a continued emphasis to the candidates of the priorities of a deacon.  
The first priority is to the deacon’s marriage and family (for those who are married).  The second priority is to one’s 
job, his means of support for his family.  (Deacons do not receive a salary as a result of their vocation.)  The third pri-
ority is to the diaconate.  If deacon is to live a good example for other, his marriage and family must come first.  This 
point can be a particular challenge for a newly ordained deacon who is on fire following his ordination!  But as for all 
married Christian men and women, family must come first. 
 
Finally, and most important for our community at St. Andrew, Don Remer, our deacon candidate and parishioner will 
be ordained as a Permanent Deacon the evening of  May 13th at Our Lady of Guadalupe co-Cathedral in Anchor-
age.  It would be wonderful for St. Andrew to show our support for Don, Mary and their family at this blessed event 
that caps his five years of study and formation for the diaconate.  And for those men interested in the diaconate, there 
will be a new formation program starting in this fall.  Deacon Jim, Deacon-to-be Don and I would be happy to answer 
ANY questions about becoming a deacon! 
 
Peace, Deacon Mark 

canonlawmadeeasy

