


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA April 19, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 

Easter Sunday dawned like no other in our memory. It found our local parish communities unable to gather in one 

place – yet we are not separated. Our social order is still under trial and distress, persecuted by an invisible enemy 

that can be defeated – if we stay together – separated, if we tell our stories, if we remain “united in spirit and ide-

als” toward the common good, which is the welfare of our families and communities. 
 

On this Second Sunday of Easter, the church gives us the only gospel reading that corresponds to the week after 

Easter, namely the story of “Doubting Thomas” (though the gospel does not call him that in the story). Thomas 

was absent. Did he leave his friends in their isolation and go outside. Maybe he was foraging for supplies like we 

are doing these days. After all the disciples and we at home need to eat, someone had to go out. Perhaps he needed 

time to think, to clear his head, to make a new plan now that the future he had been counting on disintegrated 

overnight. Maybe Thomas was just sick of being penned up with the same miserable people. Whatever the reason, 

Thomas left the group physically, just as Peter disappeared behind a wall of private anguish.  
 

Before we journey too far into this Easter Season, I want to thank those who helped us celebrate the Sacred Pas-

chal Triduum in a virtual way. Teresa Miller, my Administrative Assistant, for keeping us informed with the bulle-

tin, newsletters and emails. Matt Landry, our Facilities Manager, for keeping our campus functioning and paying 

our bills. Christi Schott for communicating with our PSR families and offering them at home activities, like the 

Stations of the Cross. Melisa Rey, our Director of Family Life Ministries, for serving as our camera (iPad) person 

for our daily and all Holy Week liturgies. Also for the hours, she invested in filming and editing the Way of the 

Cross and the planning of the Easter Mission, Mercy and Miracles, which we will broadcast on Divine Mercy Sun-

day at 3:00 pm. Thanks to Mr. Paul Vetter, our ever-present sacristan and our environment decorators Valerie 

Touchet and her daughter Lindsey, Dr. Thomas Wright, Jr, our Director of Liturgical Music for planning and coor-

dinating the music not only for the Holy Week Services but also for the entire year. The presence of our cantors, 

Lindsey Piotoli, Nicole Westerfield and trumpeter Peter Nionakis added to the solemnity of the sacred mysteries. 

Finally, we miss the presence of our parishioners who support our parish and enable us to celebrate and minister 

with each other. Many of you viewed and celebrated with us from the comfort of your home in front of your com-

puter or television. We miss all you terribly and anxiously anticipate the day we will be able to celebrate again in 

our parish church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

Our Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor continues to offer support to the families of our parish on a monthly basis.  

The members decided to increase the amount of groceries distributed anticipating their additional need for food. 

You generosity to our poor box in church provided the funds to meet their needs.  
 

As we move closer to the April 30 stay-at-home deadline, Governor Edwards announced that our schools will re-

main closed for the remainder of this school year. What a disappointment for our high school and college students 

looking forward to the next step in their education and life plans. I hope that our students will achieve advance-

ment. His announcement has a ripple effect for our parish school of religion for the elementary and high school 

students especially those preparing for the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. We will communicate with 

them as soon as we receive direction from Archbishop Aymond and the Archdiocesan Offices of Catholic Schools 

and Religious Education. Stay tuned to your computer monitor, laptop, iPad and iPhone for updates. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi will celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter and Divine Mercy Sunday on April 19 at 9:30 am 

in a virtual way. Instructions on how to view the live stream of all our Holy Week Liturgies are at the end of 

this article. 
 

We you invite to make a spiritual communion using this prayer by St. Alphonsus;  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 

me to be separated from You. Amen. 



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Stay Connected 

“Like” & follow us  

Facebook.com/sfauptown 

Uptown Canticle - continued 
 
 

Second Sunday of Easter Mass and Divine Mercy Sunday on April 19 will be live streamed from our church at 

9:30 am.  
 

Easter Mission with Lorraine Hess, Sunday, April 19 at 3:00 pm for Adults and Teens and Monday, April 

20 at 6:00 pm for Kids. She has chosen as her theme MERCY & MIRACLES. Lorraine is the Director of Litur-

gical Music at St. Catherine of Siena in Metairie.  She is a Catholic singer, songwriter, music minister, and re-

cording artist born and raised in New Orleans. She grew up in a family of jazz and Cajun musicians. Her writing is 

strongly influenced by her South Louisiana heritage. 
 

Instructions on how to view the live streaming: 

On your computer, desktop, laptop, iPhone or iPad go to Facebook.com/sfauptown.  If you do not have a Face-

book account, you will be prompted to log in, create an account, or NOT NOW.  If you do not want to create a 

Facebook account, please click “Not Now” and you will still have the opportunity to watch Mass. The Easter Vigil 

and Our Holy Week Liturgies can also be viewed on our website stfrancisuptown.com.   
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  

our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Mothers Prayers - Virtually 
Join us in weekly prayer for our  

children/grandchildren 

Wednesday’s 10:00am & Sunday’s 8:00pm 

For more information contact   

Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Praying the Rosary 
 

Our parishioner Missy Duncan is leading us in pray-

ing the rosary Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am via a 

meeting on Zoom.  Anyone can join.   
 

To get Zoom:  Go to Zoom.com.; Create an account. 

(free); At 9:30 AM log onto your Zoom account and 

click "Join Meeting"; The meeting ID is 527 214 055. 
 

If anyone would like to test it before the meeting goes 

live, or to have support setting it up please call 

Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766. 

Virtual 
Lord, Teach Me To Pray 

 

Are you interested in a deeper relation-
ship with God; do you want to improve 
your prayer life? Lord Teach Me To 

Pray is a three-part prayer series based on Ignatian 
Spirituality. Those new to the LTMTP series begin 
with Part 1 “Praying Christian Virtues” which meets 
once a week for 12 weeks.  Parts 2 and 3 are offered 
in succession after the completion of Part 1.  
 

St. Francis of Assisi will offer  

Part I for Women  - Wednesdays, 6:30pm 

Beginning Wednesday, April 22nd via Zoom 
 

If interested, please contact  

Missy Duncan at mduncan25@cox.net 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s reading from ACTS, the St. Luke introduces 
us to the four activities of the earliest church as priori-
ties: devotion to the teachings of the apostles, commu-
nal fellowship, the Eucharist and prayer.  The early 
members of the church saw themselves as devoted 
stewards of these activities.  These were not options.  
They were the fruits of a genuine conversion to a life in 
Christ.  Sharing in the Eucharist was the most intimate 
expression of fellowship, while the most common ex-
pression of fellowship in the New Testament was that 
of sharing financial resources-giving.  It was not a per-
fect community, but one that offered evidence of God’s 
active presence in its midst.  This early community of-
fers us an excellent example of how to better exercise 
stewardship in our own parish families 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please contact 

him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Penitents will have 

to make their confession face to face and six feet from 

the confessor. 



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA April 19, 2020 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Christopher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier, Marga-
ret Fanning, Mildred Flynn, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, An-
gelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Phil-
burn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who needs prayers espe-
cially due to illness. If you would like to add anyone or if you wish 
to remove anyone from the list, please contact the parish office 
(504) 891-4479. 

Mass Intentions will be rescheduled for this week’s Sat-

urday Vigil and Sunday (multiple intentions) . 

Father Michael will live stream the celebration of Mass 

from the chapel in the parish center for our Facebook 

page, facebook.com/sfauptown 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish greatly appreciates your 

generous contribution to support its mission and 

ministries.  Your stewardship is an act of thanksgiv-

ing for all that God has done for you and your loved 

ones.  
 

During the Coronavirus pandemic, we cannot be 

physically together to celebrate the Holy Mass but 

we can still make a gift of ourselves by continuing 

to support our parish by online giving or through 

the US mail.  No gift is too small or insignificant.  

God bless you in advance for your parish support. 
 

You can mail in your contributions or try our online 

giving which allows you to donate to our general 

collection while providing you the autonomy to 

change and alter your donation at any time.  Dona-

tions can be scheduled as a one-time gift or recur-

ring gift.  For a recurring gift go to our website:  

www.stfrancisuptown.com.  Click:  E-giving.  If 

you need assistance with online giving, contact 

Matt in our office (504) 891-4479. 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

April 19th - April 25th  
 

Sunday Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;  

  1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31  

Monday Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-

   15 

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  

   Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20;  

   Jn 3:31-36 

Friday Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;  

  Mk 16:15-20 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this 
week in memory of  

 

Julia Pansano 

Adult Confirmation - Update 
 

Adult Confirmation classes will begin Wednesday, 

April 22 and meet for six weeks online on Zoom. If 

you are over 18, have received the sacraments of 

Baptism and Eucharist, and wish to be confirmed, 

please contact the Christi Schott at (225)571-1547 

or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com for more informa-

tion. 

SUNDAY, April 19 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

MONDAY, April 20 - Special Intention Meredith Landry 

TUESDAY, April 21 - Henry Schorr 

WEDNESDAY, April 22 -  Gideon P. Serpas, Sr. 

THURSDAY, April 23 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

FRIDAY, April 24 - Oliver Kraiczy 

Please continue to pray for those pre-

paring for  the Elect for Baptism and 

the Candidates for reception into Full 

Communion to the  Church .  We have 

postponed their initiation to an appro-

priate Sunday in Easter or later. 



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 



Today’s Readings: Acts 2:42–47; Psalm 118:2–4, 13–15, 
22–24; 1 Peter 1:3–9; John 20:19–31. Today’s readings are 
permeated with joy. The disciples rejoice when Jesus 
appears, the early Church exults in her new life in the Spirit, 
and St. Peter writes of the “indescribable and glorious joy” 
that comes from knowing how deeply God loves us.

The readings also contain contradictions. The disciples 
believe in the Risen Lord because he appears to them, and 
in Acts we hear that the Apostles worked miracles, yet peo-
ple are blessed for believing without seeing. The passage 
from Acts also portrays the Church as living in harmony, but 
other passages reveal that the Church faced internal conflicts 
and divisions.

St. Peter tells us that we rejoice in our salvation but 
will sometimes suffer because of our faith. Enduring perse-
cution for the sake of Christ is difficult, but what about other 
forms of suffering? It’s often difficult to integrate our experi-
ences of pain and sorrow into our life of discipleship.

The readings celebrate the joy that arises from faith, 
but they remind us that faith must be strengthened. We need 
time in prayer for our encounter with the Risen Lord. We 
need time with the Scriptures, with the testimony of others 
who knew Jesus but who also struggled. We need a com-
munity to form and support us. Our faith will sometimes 
waver, but these people and practices will help us enter into 
the eternal joy of God’s Kingdom.

Sunday, April 19, 2020
Moving Forward

Breath of Life
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
as you once breathed life into the first 

human being,
so now the Risen Christ
breathes your living Spirit into us.
May this Spirit animate every part 

of our lives.
May we listen and look for the Spirit,
and follow where the Spirit leads.

If our faith is shaken,
if our joy wavers,
if we long for signs and wonders,
breathe your Spirit into us anew
so that we will persevere in discipleship
and inspire others to follow where 

the Spirit leads.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Sunday of Easter



© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Illustrated by Boris Stoilov. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. Permission to publish granted 
by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2019.

This Week at Home
Monday, April 20
Reborn in the Spirit
Nicodemus doesn’t understand that Jesus is bringing about 
the Kingdom of God. In response, Jesus speaks about 
the Spirit. Those who are “born from above,” who receive the 
Spirit, become part of God’s Kingdom. When the Apostles 
were reborn in the Spirit, they went forth to bring others into 
God’s Kingdom. At Baptism and Confirmation, we celebrate 
God’s gift of the Spirit, but how much do we let the Spirit 
work within us? Pray for the courage to live as someone who 
is reborn in the Spirit. Today’s Readings: Acts 4:23–31; 
Psalm 2:1–3, 4–7a, 7b–9; John 3:1–8.

Tuesday, April 21
What We Possess
Nicodemus is a leader among his people, but Jesus has far 
greater authority because he has come from heaven. Jesus 
has shared his authority with the Apostles. In Acts, we hear 
how converts entrust their wealth to the Apostles for distribu-
tion among the community. By giving up their wealth, people 
show that they have submitted themselves to Christ and his 
Church. They are no longer attached to material things. 
How attached are you to the things you own? How much 
would you put at the feet of the Apostles? Today’s Readings: 
Acts 4:32–37; Psalm 93:1ab, 1cd–2, 5; John 3:7b–15.

Wednesday, April 22
Faith to Share
The Acts of the Apostles reminds us that our Christian faith 
is not something to be kept private. We are instead to be like 
the Apostles and share the good news that God loves the 
world so much he became human. When the Apostles are 
imprisoned for sharing this good news, God sends an angel 
to free them. God goes to remarkable lengths to help us share 
his love with others. How can you help someone encounter 
God’s love today? Today’s Readings: Acts 5:17–26; Psalm 
34:2–3, 4–5, 6–7, 8–9; John 3:16–21.

Thursday, April 23
Brave Witness
Jesus, the one “from above” who has received everything 
from his Father, speaks on God’s behalf and freely shares the 
Spirit with those who believe. Having received the Spirit, 
Jesus’ followers continue to teach and heal in his name, 
despite being imprisoned, interrogated, and ordered to stop. 
Without their brave witness, we would never have heard the 
Gospel. Pray for those who risk their lives for Christ. Today’s 
Readings: Acts 5:27–33; Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17–18, 19–20; 
John 3:31–36.

Friday, April 24
Thy Will Be Done
Despite not having nearly enough food for the crowd, Jesus 
feeds everyone, and has baskets left over. It is God’s will that 
people be fed, that they be nourished. In Acts, a Jewish 
leader intervenes on behalf of the Apostles, pointing out that 
if they are doing God’s will, their work will succeed. What 
work are we trying to do? Does God support us, or are we 
acting for ourselves alone? Today’s Readings: Acts 5:34–42; 
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14; John 6:1–15.

Saturday, April 25
St. Mark the Evangelist
St. Mark responded to the Lord’s command to “proclaim the 
gospel” by writing down the story of Jesus. In Mark’s Gospel 
account, the danger of the cross looms early in Jesus’ minis-
try. Mark seems to have composed his work for Christians 
who were persecuted because of their faith in Christ. Like St. 
Peter in his letter, Mark encourages those who suffer to 
remain “steadfast in faith.” Although we are in a season of 
rejoicing, we remember that being an Easter people means 
we must also be people of the cross. Read some or all of 
Mark’s account of the Gospel today. Today’s Readings: 
1 Peter 5:5b–14; Psalm 89:2–3, 6–7, 16–17; Mark 16:15–20.
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