


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA April 26, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 

 

Martin Luther, sixteenth century German theologian and Augustinian monk whose teachings influenced 

the Lutheran and Protestant traditions said, “Nothing in the world causes so much misery as uncertainty.” 

Many of us are people who want to be in control of our lives. However, we know that life is full of uncer-

tainty. Our health, work, finances, relationships, marriages and parenting can change in an instant. Now 

in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, we want to know when it will end so we do not have to live in un-

certainty. If you are like me, I live with the uncertain fear of contracting this virus.  
 

If you feel worried by the unknown, fearful of illness, movement limited by social distancing and a man-

date to stay at home remember that Jesus is with you and really understands you.  He took on our human 

condition to be in touch with our world, a world that was very different from the world we live in twenty 

centuries later. In addition, he offers us the Easter greeting he spoke to his disciples after his resurrection, 

“Peace be with you.”  
 

We cannot forecast what challenges life will throw at us. He asks us to trust in him. In this time of uncer-

tainty, the only certainty we have is Jesus Christ, Risen from the death, our reason for hope, our Compan-

ion on the journey. As we read in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s gospel, “Tomorrow will worry 

about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (MT 6:34). 
 

When I heard the news from the Archdiocese of New Orleans that Archbishop Aymond would have to 

furlough many employees, I had to assure my Pastoral Staff, the employees of St. Francis of Assisi Par-

ish, that their jobs are secure. I made the decision that the parish would continue to provide them with 

their monthly salary. We have applied for the Small Business Paycheck Protection Program assistance 

from the federal government. Since the money ran out, like many small business owners we are praying 

and hoping congress will approve additional funds to assist us in supporting the members of our Pastoral 

Staff.  
 

Governor Edwards has said that he hopes to ease the restrictions after May 1. He offered no specific but 

reminded us to have reasonable expectations as to what re-opening will look like. For us as church, the 

most important factor is the number of people allowed to gather for our worship services and celebration 

of the sacraments.  
 

Parishioners, adults and children, await in uncertainty for the day they will be able to celebrate the sacra-

ments. Our candidates await in uncertainty the day we will receive them into full communion with the 

Catholic Church. Parents with newborn children await in uncertainty the day of infant baptism. We await 

in uncertainty the day we can welcome you back into our parish church. We have cancelled our celebra-

tion of First Eucharist (Holy Communion) for our second graders scheduled for Saturday, May 9, 2020. 

Christi Schott, Director of Religious Education, in consultation with Archbishop Aymond and he with the 

priests of the Archdiocese, we are considering several options for this to take place.  
 

At this time, I am also living in uncertainty about my health. On Sunday March 29, I had a bicycle acci-

dent while returning from a ride in Audubon Park. I am currently under the care of an orthopedic surgeon 

with Ochsner. My fear is that I injured an 11 year ago surgery to repair my rotator cuff in my shoulder 

and arm. I will find out my options after May 5. So I too live with the physical and spiritual pain of un-

certainty.  
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Clarion Herald - e-Edition 
 The e-Edition of the Clarion Herald is available each week at: http://clarionherald-la.newsmemory.com.  

A new electronic issue of the Clarion Herald goes lives every Tuesday at approximately 3:00 p.m.  

Uptown Canticle - continued 
 
 

As we make decisions in uncertain times we rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the prayerful 

support and insight of you the members of our Church. As we read in Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:6-

7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re-

quests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 

We invite you to make a spiritual communion using this prayer by St. Alphonsus;  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly 
to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

Instructions on how to view the live streaming: 
On your computer, desktop, laptop, iPhone or iPad go to Facebook.com/sfauptown.  If you do not have 

a Facebook account, you will be prompted to log in, create an account, or NOT NOW.  If you do not 

want to create a Facebook account, please click “Not Now” and you will still have the opportunity to 

watch Mass.  
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  
our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

THANK YOU to Lorraine Hess 

For presenting our  
 

Easter Mission: Mercy & Miracles  
 

If you missed it, videos of both sessions can 
still be viewed via our Facebook page:  

Facebook.com/sfauptown and our website  
stfrancisuptown.com.  A Facebook account 
is not necessary to access the videos on the 

Facebook page. 
  

� Session One lasts 45 minutes and is  
for Teens & Adults.   

� Session Two lasts 30 minutes and is for 
Kids & Parents.     
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St. Francis’ VBS 2020! 
is still scheduled 

July 27-31, 8:30am - 12:30pm daily 
 

Registration for Vacation Bible School is 

open to all children entering PK4—5th 

grade. Adult volunteers and youth helpers (6th & 

above) are needed. Registration forms are available at 

the entrance of church and on the parish website. For 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  C h r i s t i  S c h o t t 

cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 504-227-3765. 

Please continue to pray for those preparing 

for  the Elect for Baptism and the Candi-

dates for reception into Full Communion 

to the  Church.   
 

We have postponed their initiation to an appropriate 

Sunday in Easter or later. 

Praying the Rosary 
 

Our parishioner Missy Duncan is leading us in 

praying the rosary Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am 

via a meeting on Zoom.  Anyone can join.   
 

To get Zoom:  Go to Zoom.com.; Create an ac-

count. (free); At 9:30 AM log onto your Zoom ac-

count and click "Join Meeting"; The meeting ID is 

527 214 055. 
 

If anyone would like to test it before the meeting 

goes live, or to have support setting it up please call 

Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766. 

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 
 

Starting this Sunday, April 26, all Parish School of 

Religion (PSR) students and their families are invited 

to a weekly Zoom gathering on Sunday evenings 

from 5:00-5:30pm. Each week will include time for 

prayer, reflection on a topic related to the Sunday 

gospel, and age appropriate activities to do together 

at home. The link for the meeting is: https://

u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 9 4 4 6 2 0 0 0 5 1 ?

pwd=UTZEZytNRFlaaDZlWWl6cmYrejJWdz09 and 

the password is psr. Please contact Christi Schott at 

225-571-1547 for more information. 

Due to the continuing stay at home order, the First 

Communion Mass on May 9th has been postponed. 

The parish has not yet rescheduled the mass, but sev-

eral options are being considered. More information 

will be available soon. Please keep the parish’s first 

communicants and their families in your prayers. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please 

contact him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Peni-

tents will have to make their confession face to 

face and six feet from the confessor. 

Mothers Prayers Group  
Meets Virtually 

 

Wednesday’s 10:00am &  
 Sunday’s 8:00pm 

 

Join us in weekly prayer for  

children/grandchildren 
 

For more information contact   

Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 
 

If you are in need of prayer during this stressful 

time, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 

 

Message from Fr. Gary 

and the parishioners of 

our sister parish : 

St. Francois Xavier, 
Giles Haiti: 

 
 

  Thank you God, Thank 

you St. Francis of Assisi 

for your help.   

God Bless you, the  

bedroom is finished !   
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Christopher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier, Mar-
garet Fanning, Mildred Flynn, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hart-
ley, Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona La-
bat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert 
Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell 
Menasco, Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy 
Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, 
Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell 
Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma 
Ryan, Linda Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., 
Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Residents 
of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us 
from death. We pray that You heal Your servants from our 
parish family, friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bod-
ily ill which afflicts them. Amen. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Prayer Intentions list is for anyone who needs prayers es-
pecially due to illness. If you would like to add anyone, please 
contact the parish office (504) 891-4479. 

Mass Intentions will be rescheduled for this week’s Satur-

day Vigil and Sunday (multiple intentions) . 

Father Michael will live stream the celebration of Mass 

from the chapel in the parish center for our Facebook page, 

facebook.com/sfauptown 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

MARCH 16 - APRIL 20, 2020 
 

$10,293.00 
 

 

Your generous contribution to support the mission 

and ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has al-

ways been greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is 

an act of thanksgiving for all that God has done for 

you and your loved ones. During the Coronavirus 

pandemic, we cannot be physically together to cele-

brate the Holy Mass but we can still make a gift of 

ourselves by continuing to support our parish so that 

we can continue to provide ministry at St. Francis, 

pay our employees, and pay our bills.  We realize that 

many people are in difficult financial situations.  We 

are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

You can mail in your contributions or use online giv-

ing which allows you to donate to our general collec-

tion while providing you the autonomy to change and 

alter your donation at any time.  Donations can be 

scheduled as a one-time gift or recurring gift by go-

ing to our  website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com.  

Click:  E-giving.   For assistance with online giving, 

contact Matt in our office (504) 891-4479. 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

April 26th - May 2nd  
 

Sunday Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10,  

  11; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

Monday Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  

 Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday Acts 7:51—8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b  

  and 8a, 17 and 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday Acts 8:1b-8;Ps 66:1-3a,4-5, 6-7a; Jn 6:35-40  

Thursday Acts 8:26-40;Ps 66:8-9,16-17,20; Jn 6:44-51 

Friday Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 or  

 Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  

 Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;  

 Jn 6:60-69 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this 
week in memory of  

 

Robert McIntyre 

SUNDAY, April 26 - 9:30am - Parishioners 

MONDAY, April 27 - Henry Schorr 

TUESDAY, April 28 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEDNESDAY, April 29 -  Karin McGrath 

THURSDAY, April 30 - Inez “Honey” Admunson 

FRIDAY, May 1 - Henry Schorr 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

As today’s Gospel reveals, the first meal shared 

with the risen Lord happened in a place called Em-

maus.  Perhaps there is not better time to reflect on 

this story than in those prayerful moments at Mass 

when we return to our place after receiving Holy 

Communion.  Those few moments give us an op-

portunity to reflect on our stewardship of Christ’s 

presence within us.  We have a chance to practice 

hospitality by inviting Jesus into our hearts to walk 

and talk with us about our own Emmaus journey.  

We can relive once again the time when he broke 

bread for the disciples.  And just as they did, we 

too can recognize Christ in this meal mad to be 

shared with others. 
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Today’s Readings: Acts 2:14, 22–33; Psalm 16:1–2, 5, 7–8, 
9–10, 11 (11a); 1 Peter 1:17–21; Luke 24:13–35. When the 
Risen Christ appears to the disciples who are leaving 
Jerusalem, he gets them talking––about his ministry, cruci-
fixion, and even the reports that he was alive. He then helps 
them to interpret these events with reference to their shared 
Scriptures, which we call the Old Testament. With their 
hope renewed, Christ then breaks bread with them, and they 
finally recognize him and understand that Christ is in com-
munion with them.

In his speech in Acts, Peter uses different techniques 
to persuade his hearers of the truth of what he says. He 
appeals to what they themselves witnessed during the min-

istry of Jesus. He quotes the Scriptures and what they know 
about King David. He speaks of his encounter with the 
Risen Lord. Finally, he refers back to the unmistakable pres-
ence of God’s Spirit, which is enabling Jews of every lan-
guage to understand his words.

The Second Reading tells us what we already know 
and believe about Jesus, but in language that is rich and elo-
quent, thereby reinvigorating our faith. We might not be as 
eloquent as St. Peter, but there are other ways to persuade 
people of the life-giving power of the cross. By conducting 
ourselves “with reverence” and following the guidance of 
God’s Spirit, we will open people’s eyes to the presence of 
the Risen Christ.

Sunday, April 26, 2020
Persuading

Stay with Us
Lord of Glory, Risen One,
you have begun to recreate our world.
Stay with us
when we feel sorrow and need 

your consolation.
Stay with us
when we need your wisdom and guidance,
and when we study and reflect on your Word.
Stay with us

when we gather at table
to meet you and one another in fellowship 

and love.
And stay with us, Lord,
as we go forth to tell others 
that you are with us always,
and that you want us always to be with you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Third Sunday of Easter
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This Week at Home
Monday, April 27
Signs
When the people ask Jesus how to do God’s will, Jesus tells 
them to believe that God sent him. In Acts, we hear how 
Stephen so utterly believed in Jesus that he shared Christ’s 
power to work “great wonders and signs.” Such signs were 
meant to help people believe that God sent Jesus for the sal-
vation of the world, but many people struggled to accept the 
meaning of the signs as well as Jesus’ identity. Read John 
6:1–15 and reflect on all that this sign means. Today’s 
Readings: Acts 6:8–15; Psalm 119:23–24, 26–27, 29–30; 
John 6:22–29.

Tuesday, April 28
Always
After eating the bread that Jesus gave them, the crowd asks 
to have “this bread always.” Jesus clarifies that he himself is 
their bread—and those who believe in him will have this 
bread always. Even during death, a death that resembled 
Jesus’, the apostle Stephen experiences the enduring presence 
of Christ. In what ways have you seen that Christ is always with 
you? Today’s Readings: Acts 7:51—8:1a; Psalm 31:3cd–4, 6, 
7b, 8a, 17, 21ab; John 6:30–35.

Wednesday, April 29
St. Catherine of Siena
Jesus declares that he will welcome everyone who seeks him, 
for God wills that people find life through his Son. The 
Samaritans find life in the Son because of Philip, who 
preaches, expels demons, and heals people in their midst. St. 
Catherine, who also wanted Christ to have all that his Father 
entrusted to him, passionately and persistently advocated for 
reforms within the Church. Her work was quite different 
from Philip’s, but both labored in fidelity to Christ and his 
Father. Learn a little more about St. Catherine of Siena today. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 8:1b–8; Psalm 66:1–3a, 4–5, 6–7a; 
John 6:35–40.

Thursday, April 30
Drawn by God
Before Jesus, God revealed himself in events, through the 
prophets, and in his laws. Now God draws people through 
the fullest revelation of himself possible: his Son. The man in 
the passage from Acts first encounters God through the 
prophet Isaiah. When Philip, led by the Holy Spirit, explains 
the meaning of the text and tells him about Jesus, the man 
believes and is baptized. We cannot know God all by our-
selves. Thank someone today who helped draw you to God. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 8:26–40; Psalm 66:8–9, 16–17, 20; 
John 6:44–51.

Friday, May 1
Seeing and Believing
When Jesus continued talking about how he is the bread of 
life, people became more resistant to his claims. Saul rejected 
Jesus’ claims so completely that he attacked Jesus’ followers. 
Then Saul had an encounter with Jesus that left him as phys-
ically blind as he was spiritually blind. Saul, now St. Paul, 
only recovered his sight when he accepted that Jesus truly 
did come from heaven, sent by his Father. How have you 
failed to see Christ? What helped you to see him? Today’s 
Readings: Acts 9:1–20; Psalm 117:1bc, 2; John 6:52–59.

Saturday, May 2
St. Athanasius
When others turn away from Jesus, Peter remains, saying 
that Jesus has “the words of eternal life.” Filled with faith in 
Christ, Peter later heals people and even raises a woman 
from the dead. During the fourth century, people vigorously 
debated whether Jesus was truly one with his Father. 
St. Athanasius insisted that he was, because only then would 
God have fully revealed himself and his saving love for 
the life of the world. Reflect on and pray with the words 
of the Nicene Creed. Today’s Readings: Acts 9:31–42; 
Psalm 116:12–13, 14–15, 16–17; John 6:60–69.
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