


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 10, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
 
If you are frequent diners at our local restaurants, you may be familiar with the OPEN TABLE APP. This APP 
allows you to make a reservation at a restaurant and see the times that are available for a specific date. I have 
used the APP locally, across the US and even internationally. In these days of social distancing whoever thought 
we would need a reservation system to attend Mass in our churches.  
 

Because Governor Edwards and Mayor Cantrell have limited us to gatherings of 10 people during this stay-at-
home mandate through May 15, we are requesting parishioners to make a reservation for Mass, May 9 & 10 and 
subsequent weekend. We are hoping that after the May 15 deadline we will be able to increase the number of res-
ervations. We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church and daily mass Monday 
through Friday at 9:00 am from the chapel in the Parish Center. After May 15, we are also hoping to return to the 
Church for our regular daily mass schedule. 
 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you 
are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. 
You can register on our website: www.stfrancisuptown.com. 
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop 
Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we 
not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a 
communion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each mass I will be available for ten 
minutes to distribute Holy Communion from the front steps of the rectory porch. I suggest that as you approach 
me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, they should not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people. The 10 people limit applies also to Baptisms, Weddings and funerals. This number will increase 
gradually.  
 

In my April 26 Uptown Canticle I shared with you the cycling accident I had on Sunday March 29, returning 
from a ride in Audubon Park. Since then X-rays and MRI results revealed that I suffered a massive acute rotator 
cuff tear. Because of a previous injury eleven years ago to the same shoulder, I have chosen initially to take the 
conservative approach to recovery. With the help of steroid injections, prescription drugs and physical therapy, I 
will recover strength and range of motion in my left arm. I realized my worst fear and now hope and pray that I 
can avoid a shoulder joint replacement. If you have room in your prayers for me, I would appreciate a few.  
 

As we make decisions in uncertain times, we rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the prayerful support 
and insight of you the members of our Church. As we read in Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
Instructions on how to view the live streaming: 
On your computer, desktop, laptop, iPhone or iPad go to Facebook.com/sfauptown.  If you do not have a Face-
book account, you will be prompted to log in, create an account, or NOT NOW.  If you do not want to create a 
Facebook account, please click “Not Now” and you will still have the opportunity to watch Mass.  
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  
our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
Reservations for next weekend are available at: 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
Entering & Leaving:  Please enter the side doors - near 
the front and with the ramp.  Church pews will be 
marked and roped off.  Limit one family pew.  When 
Mass has ended, please do not gather in groups outside 
of church or in the parking lot and continue to maintain 
social distancing. 
During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  A worship aid will be available 
at the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  Be 
mindful of social distancing and maintain six fee of dis-
tance from others at all times.  You may place your 
regular offering for support of St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish and other collections in the baskets in the center 
aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omit-
ted.  We can express the sign of peace by means of a 
smile and/or not of the head. 
Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 
to use before receiving Communion.  During the distri-
bution of Holy Communion, form a single line and ob-
serve the social distancing blue lines on the floor of the 
aisle.  We will alternate sides of the church.  We ask 
everyone to receive Holy Communion in the hand 
rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the Body of 
Christ in the form of bread only.  When approaching the 
priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
place your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend 
your arm toward the priest or minster who will place 
the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid any contact 
with your hand 

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a couple, 

baby, parents who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or chil-
dren who wish for a baby brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name or 
anonymously.   

 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)   

� Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those  
struggling with infertility.  

 

The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   
The church is open daily from  10 am - 4 pm for those who prefer to visit in private.   

In Haiti staying at home and social distancing are 
unattainable luxuries for many who make their liv-
ing in the informal economy.  The cost of rice and 
other staples has more than doubled in many areas 
of Haiti & their needs are immediate.   
 

St. Francois Xavier has asked for $9000 to feed 50 
families for 2-3 months. We have decided that we 
can send $3000 at this time.  So far, $1500 has been 
received from individual donations for our sister 
parish.  Please prayerfully consider supporting this 
worthy effort.  Donations can be mailed to the par-
ish office at 631 State St. New Orleans, LA 70118 
or  via onl ine giving  at  ht tps: / /
giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/ncs-1824.   

We’ve received an “Urgent Request”  
from our sister parish in Haiti,  

St. Francois Xavier 

“The parish St François Xavier 

would like to assist 50 of the 

poorest families in Giles during 

t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  m o m e n t 

(coronavirus)... Our poor parish-

ioners are starving now.  I want 

to give them: " Rice, beans, oil, 

spaghetti,  milk, sugar  and soap. If I get the support, 

I am happy to do a distribution for 50 families in 

May.  Can you get something for the most poor for me 

please?  I know things are very bad for you in New 

Orleans.  In Haiti & in Giles it’s very bad, it's sad 

too...  Thank. God bless you!!! - Fr. Gary Ocegnor” 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 10, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this 
week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 
CHURCH SUPPORT  

 

APRIL 22 - May 6, 2020 
 

$25,986.00 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has always been 
greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an act of thanks-
giving for all that God has done for you and your loved 
ones. During the Coronavirus pandemic, we cannot be 
physically together to celebrate the Holy Mass but we can 
still make a gift of ourselves by continuing to support our 
parish so that we can continue to provide ministry at St. 
Francis, pay our employees, and pay our bills.  We realize 
that many people are in difficult financial situations.  We 
are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

You can mail in your contributions or use online giving 
which allows you to donate to our general collection while 
providing you the autonomy to change and alter your do-
nation at any time.  Donations can be scheduled as a one-
time gift or recurring gift by going to our  website:  
www.stfrancisuptown.com.  Click:  E-giving.   For assis-
tance with online giving, contact Matt in our office (504) 
891-4479. 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

At his last supper with his disciples Jesus washed 
their feet and said, “I have given you a model to fol-

low, so that as I have done for you, you should also 

do.”  Then, “I give you a new commandment:  Love 

one another; as I have loved you, so you should also 

love one another.”  He was teaching them the essen-
tial beliefs of a Eucharistic people in a Triune God.  
After supper he spent several hours in agonizing 
prayer.  He was then cruelly betrayed, unjustly ar-
rested, brutally tortured, savagely crucified, and hur-
riedly buried.  But he rose from the dead and ap-
peared to his disciples and said, Peace be with you!  A 
week later, he appeared again and said “Peace be 

with you!”  His message was mysterious but simple.  
Do not be troubled; if you believe in God, believe in 

me.  If you love one another as I have loved you and 

do for others what I have done for you, my peace will 

be with you and you will do the works I do, and even 

greater.  How do we imitate Jesus?  What have we 
done for others?  Is the Peace of Jesus with us? 

SATURDAY, May 9 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” 

Ross, Julia Pansano, Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock, 

Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon, Hans Schroeder, 

Jerry McGuinness 

SUNDAY, May 10 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Maurice 

Picheloup, III, Jack Kerrigan, Sidney A. Mills, III,  

Anna Marie Dauterive,  

11:30am - Parishioners 

MONDAY, May 11 - Bill Roberts 

TUESDAY, May 12 - Henry Schorr 

WEDNESDAY, May 13 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

THURSDAY, May 14 - Frances Skiba Hoffman 

FRIDAY, May 15 - Henry Schorr 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 10th - May 16th  
 

Sunday Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Pt 2:4-9;  

 Jn 14:1-12 

Monday Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16;  

 Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;  

 Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday Acts 15:1-6;Ps 122:1-2,3-4ab,4cd-5;Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-

  8; Jn 15:9-17 

Friday Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12;  

Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Christopher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred 
Flynn, Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, An-
gelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Phil-
burn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please con-
tact him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Penitents 
will have to make their confession face to face and 
six feet from the confessor. 

First Communion 
 

Due to the continuing stay at home order, our  First 

Communion mass on May 9th has been postponed. 

The parish has not yet rescheduled the mass, but 

several options are being considered. More infor-

mation will be available soon. Please keep the par-

ish’s first communicants and their families in your 

prayers. 

Please continue to pray for those 

preparing for  the Elect for Bap-

tism and the Candidates for recep-

tion into Full Communion to the  

Church.   
 

We have postponed their initiation to an appro-

priate Sunday in Easter or later. 

St. Francis’ VBS 2020! 
July 27-31, 8:30am - 12:30pm daily 

 

Registration for Vacation Bible 
School is open to all children enter-
ing PK4—5th grade. Adult volun-
teers and youth helpers (6th & 

above) are needed. Registration forms are available 
at the entrance of church and on the parish website. 
For information, contact Christi Schott 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 504-227-3765. 

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 
 

On Sunday’s, 5:00-5:30pm, all Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) students and their families are in-
vited to a weekly Zoom gathering.  Each week 
will include time for prayer, reflection on a topic 
related to the Sunday gospel, and age appropriate 
activities to do together at home.  
 

The link for the meeting is:  
ht tps: / /us02web.zoom.us/ /89446200051?
pwd=UTZEZytNRFlaaDZlWWl6cmYrejJWdz09 
and the password is psr.  
 

Please contact Christi Schott at 225-571-1547 for 
more information. 

MOTHER’S DAY  

       REQUESTED BY:                                                       IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: 
 

Miss Sandra Hartley………………………………………………………………Valerie Brewster Hartley 

Mrs. Rosalie Leclere………………………………………………………….Rose Cefalu & Irene Leclere 

Mrs. Everett Perret……………………………….……………………………………….The Perret Family  

Mrs. Joanne Ranger……………………………………………………………………..The Ranger Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Saleun…………………………...Noelie “Mamie” Saleun, Inez “Honey” Amundson,          

                                                                                                                                 and Juanel “Mimi” Meek 

Mrs. Norman Woods………………….….……….……………………...Valentina Escobar, Ruth Escobar 

                                                                                                                                      and Francisca Woods 
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Today’s Readings: Acts 6:1–7; Psalm 33:1–2, 4–5, 18–19 
(22); 1 Peter 2:4–9; John 14:1–12. Although God was 
understood to dwell in the Jerusalem Temple, that stone 
structure was a sign that God dwelled among his people, his 
“royal priesthood” and “holy nation.” As Jesus explained to 
his disciples, he fully reveals God’s presence and is the 
means by which people enter that presence. As God’s Son, 
Jesus is God’s place of dwelling and the one through whom 
we will dwell with God forever.

Jesus also tells us that there is endless space in his 
Father’s house. Jesus, the foundation of a living and eternal 
temple, has room for everyone to build their lives upon him. 
This living, growing dwelling place is so vast that it is ulti-

mately unavoidable: those who want to go around it can’t. 
There is no avoiding God’s presence, no hiding from his 
wonderful light.

As people build themselves on Christ, there’s the dan-
ger that parts of this structure will weaken. In the reading 
from Acts, we hear that some members of the community 
were not receiving the material assistance they needed. 
Once the problem was pointed out, however, the Apostles 
acted quickly. They not only ensured that help was given, 
they shared their Christ-given authority with others to pre-
vent such problems from happening again. We must do the 
same. By showing others that Christ dwells among us, we 
will help them—and us—to dwell with Christ forever.

Sunday, May 10, 2020
Dwelling

Living Stones
Almighty God, master builder,
your Son is the foundation of our lives.
If the world seems to crumble and fall,
keep us anchored in faith, hope, and love.
Smooth and polish our hearts 
until they gleam
and radiate your glory dwelling within us.
Build us up in holiness,

and fit us together so securely
that evil cannot fracture us
nor pain and death break us.
Fashion others into living stones, too,
until all people are part of your 

house forever.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Easter

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 11
The Best of Intentions
The people who worship Paul and Barnabas recognize 
that something wonderful has happened, but their faith 
is misdirected. They need instruction on how to interpret 
and respond to the healing they witnessed. They need 
the Advocate, who will teach and guide them. This Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, continues to guide the Church to this 
day. Ask God for the Spirit’s help in discerning where 
and how God is acting and how you can best respond. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 14:5–18; Psalm 115:1–2, 3–4, 
15–16; John 14:21–26.

Tuesday, May 12
Eternal Peace
Jesus offers a peace that no suffering or hardship can take 
away from us. His peace rises from God’s salvation: we who 
believe in our Lord’s triumph over sin and death no longer 
have anything to fear. St. Paul demonstrated confidence in 
this gift of peace when he resumes his mission right after 
nearly being killed for preaching the Gospel. Pray that what-
ever happens in your life, your faith in God’s gift of peace 
may remain unassailable. Today’s Readings: Acts 14:19–28; 
Psalm 145:10–11, 12–13ab, 21; John 14:27–31a.

Wednesday, May 13
Bearing Fruit
The first serious challenge to the unity of the Church was the 
question of whether Gentile converts had to obey the Jewish 
law. Since Jesus was Jewish, some people thought that those 
who believed in him must also become Jewish. Although the 
Church concluded that Christians did not also have to become 
Jews, we follow laws, such as the Ten Commandments that 
were given to the Jews. By obeying such laws we bear fruit, 
which Jesus, our true vine, commands us to do. What 
can you do to show you are bearing fruit? Today’s Readings: 
Acts 15:1–6; Psalm 122:1–2, 3–4ab, 4cd–5; John 15:1–8.

Thursday, May 14
St. Matthias, Apostle
Jesus reminds his disciples that he chose them; they did not 
choose him. This remains true when the disciples choose an 
Apostle to replace Judas. After narrowing the list of candi-
dates, the disciples cast lots as a way of inviting God to 
choose between the two men. Do we readily invite God into 
our decision-making? Do we pray with the Scriptures and 
consult people who are faithful and wise? Do we open our 
hearts to God for a clear look at our motivations? Today’s 
Readings: Acts 1:15–17, 20–26; Psalm 113:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 
7–8; John 15:9–17.

Friday, May 15
Love One Another
Jesus tells us to “love one another,” but how exactly do we do 
that? One example is the way the Church dealt with the ques-
tion of whether Gentile converts to Christianity had to 
become Jews. The Apostles wanted to ensure that both 
groups could come together for ritual meals in which they 
worshipped Christ. By resolving the dispute in a way that 
acknowledged the concerns of both parties, the Apostles 
brought more people into the peace and friendship of Christ. 
In what specific way can you fulfill Christ’s commandment 
to love? Today’s Readings: Acts 15:22–31; Psalm 57:8–9, 10 
and 12; John 15:12–17.

Saturday, May 16
Respect
It seems hypocritical for Paul to have Timothy circumcised 
when he previously said that Gentiles did not need to be. What 
Paul understands, however, is that Timothy, whose mother is 
Jewish, must honor his Jewish heritage. By upholding Jewish 
practices, Paul and Timothy also show their fellow Jews the 
continuity between Judaism and faith in Christ. Try to learn 
something more about Judaism today. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 16:1–10; Psalm 100:1b–2, 3, 5; John 15:18–21.
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