


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 17, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
Do you have your reservation for the celebration of the Eucharist this weekend at St. Francis of Assisi’s Church 
for some Uptown dining? Yes, a reservation is required because limited seating is available. In these days of social 
distancing whoever thought, we would need a reservation system to attend Mass in our church.  
 

This week Governor Edwards and Mayor Cantrell announced plans for the reopening of our places of worship and 
businesses. The guidelines allow us to welcome parishioners up to 25% capacity of the church building. Mayor 
Cantrell has limited the capacity to 100 people. Our church has a maximum seating capacity of 488 adult worship-
ers. However, to follow the State Fire Marshall’s guidelines and the rule of six feet for social distancing, we have 
to eliminate 34 of our 52 pews. For the immediate future, we are limiting the number to 50 worshipers. We count 
couples and parents with children as one unit. Keep in mind that your favorite pew may not be available. This cre-
ates an even greater challenge of how to sit folks as they are arriving. When arriving for mass and entering church, 
please be conscious of the necessary social distance between worshipers.  
 

Christi Schott consulted the parents of children preparing for First Communion offering several options about this 
year’s First Communion celebration.  Because we were unable to reach a consensus, we decided to allow two chil-
dren with their families per weekend mass to celebrate their First Communion. We believe it is wiser to welcome 
them to the table of the Lord rather than trust in an uncertain future. We begin this weekend.  
 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you 
are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. 
You can register on website www.stfrancisuuptown.com  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each mass I will be available for ten min-
utes to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive 
the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to at-
tend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people. The 25% capacity applies also to Baptisms, Weddings and funerals. This number will increase 
gradually.  
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. We will begin celebrating daily mass in 
church on May 18. Monday, Wednesday through Friday mass will be at 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No res-
ervation is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass. 
 

As we make decisions in uncertain times, we rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the prayerful support and 
insight of you the members of our Church. As we read in Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 

Instructions on how to view the live streaming: 

On your computer, desktop, laptop, iPhone or iPad go to Facebook.com/sfauptown.  If you do not have a Face-
book account, you will be prompted to log in, create an account, or NOT NOW.  If you do not want to create a 
Facebook account, please click “Not Now” and you will still have the opportunity to watch Mass.  
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  

our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please 
contact him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Peni-
tents will have to make their confession face to 
face and six feet from the confessor. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
Reservations for next weekend are available at: 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
 

Entering & Leaving:  You may enter through any 
church door. Church pews will be marked and roped 
off.  Limit one family per pew.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in 
the parking lot and continue to maintain social distanc-
ing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  A worship aid will be available 
at the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  Be 
mindful of social distancing and maintain six fee of dis-
tance from others at all times.  You may place your 
regular offering for support of St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish and other collections in the baskets in the center 
aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omit-
ted.  We can express the sign of peace by means of a 
smile and/or not of the head. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 
to use before receiving Communion.  During the distri-
bution of Holy Communion, form a single line and ob-
serve the social distancing blue lines on the floor of the 
aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy Communion 
in the hand rather than on the tongue.  You will receive 
the Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When 
approaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, place your hand flatly atop the other 
and fully extend your arm toward the priest or minster 
who will place the Host on your hand in a manner to 
avoid any contact with your hand 

In Haiti staying at home and social distancing are 
unattainable luxuries for many who make their 
living in the informal economy.  The cost of rice 
and other staples has more than doubled in many 
areas of Haiti & their needs are immediate.   
 

St. Francois Xavier has asked for $9000 to feed 
50 families for 2-3 months. So far, $3695 has 
been received from individual donations for our 
sister parish.  Please prayerfully consider support-
ing this worthy effort.  Donations can be mailed 
to the parish office at 631 State St. New Orleans, 
LA 70118 or via online giving  at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/ncs-1824.   

We’ve received an “Urgent Request” from our sister parish  

in Haiti, St. Francois Xavier 

“The parish St François Xavier 

would like to assist 50 of the poor-

est families in Giles during this dif-

ficult moment (coronavirus)... Our 

poor parishioners are starving 

now.  I want to give them: " Rice, beans, oil, spa-

ghetti,  milk, sugar  and soap. If I get the support, I 

am happy to do a distribution for 50 families in 

May.  Can you get something for the most poor for 

me please?  I know things are very bad for you in 

New Orleans.  In Haiti & in Giles it’s very bad, it's 

sad too...  Thank. God bless you!!! - Fr. Gary 

Ocegnor” 

Weekday Mass Time Change 
 

Beginning Monday, May 18th we will celebrate 
our weekday Mass in Church.  Monday, Wednes-
day - Friday at 8:30am.  Our Tuesday Mass will 
remain at 6:00pm. 
 

The people of the Archdiocese are dispensed 
from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. For 
those who feel obliged to fulfill the Sunday obli-
gation, a weekday Mass could accomplish this.  
 

If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, 
they should not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people.  

Our Lady of Fatima is venerated 

under this title following the ap-

paritions to three shepherd chil-

dren I Portugal in 1917.  The 

message of Fatima includes a 

call to conversation of heart, re-

pentance from sin, and prayer, 

especially the Rosary. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 17, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this 
week in memory of 

Victims of Violence 

Mass Intentions CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

May 7 - 13, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                $ 3,637.00 

          Loose                                                                                                       $ 4,599.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                             $     998.00 

             TOTAL                                                                                                       $  9,234.00 

 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission 
and ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has al-
ways been greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an 
act of thanksgiving for all that God has done for you 
and your loved ones. We realize that many people are 
in difficult financial situations.  We are grateful for 
any support you can offer. 
 

You can mail in your contributions or use online giv-
ing which allows you to donate to our general collec-
tion while providing you the autonomy to change and 
alter your donation at any time.  Donations can be 
scheduled as a one-time gift or recurring gift by going 
to our  website:  www.stfrancisuptown.com.  Click:  E
-giving.   For assistance with online giving, contact 
Matt in our office (504) 891-4479. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

Philip understood very well Jesus’ words:  “If you 
love me, you will keep my commandments.”  We 
learn of Philip’s devotion to prayer, evangelizing and 
healing in the region of Samaria; made up of commu-
nities that would not be very receptive to the follow-
ers of Jesus.  Philip is a model steward, living his dis-
cipleship day by day in the Lord without counting the 
cost.  Good stewards summon the courage to proclaim 
the Lord no matter where they are, and to serve Him 
by ministering to others even under the most adverse 
of circumstances.  As an Easter people eager to re-
joice in the Lord, let us reflect this week on how we 
are living out our own commitment to discipleship in 
Christ Jesus. 

SATURDAY, May 16 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” 

Ross, Julia Pansano, Rose Vetter Richard, Margaret Hoff-

mann, Genevieve Young, Hans Schroeder, Lionel T. & Cath-

erine P. Hammock 

SUNDAY, May 17 - 9:30am—Parishioners 

 11:30am - Betsie Melancon, Jack Kerrigan, Mary Ferry 

Bigelow, John Gibbons, III, Special Intention Mary Fazekas 

May 

MONDAY, May 18 - Bill Roberts 

TUESDAY, May 19 - Ramona Beaulieu 

WEDNESDAY, May 20 - Henry Schorr 

THURSDAY, May 21 - Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock 

FRIDAY, May 22 - Henry Schorr 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 17th - May 23rd  
 

Sunday Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;  

 1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 

Monday Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b;  

 Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8;  

 Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13,  

14; Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 16:16-20 

Friday Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10; Jn 16:23b-28 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Christopher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred 
Flynn, Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, An-
gelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Phil-
burn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a couple, 

baby, parents who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or chil-
dren who wish for a baby brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name or 
anonymously.   

 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)   

� Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those  
struggling with infertility.  

 

The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   
The church is open daily from  10 am - 4 pm for those who prefer to visit in private.   

First Communion 
 

Starting this weekend, two children and their fami-
lies will celebrate First Communion at each week-
end mass throughout May and June. Due to Covid-
19 we are unable to have a larger celebration. 
Please continue to keep the first communicants and 
their families in your prayers as we welcome them 
to the table of the Lord. 

Rite of Christian Initiation  
 

On Saturday, May 30 at 6:00pm the par-

ish will celebrate the Rites of Christian 

Initiation with those candidates in the 

parish who have been preparing for reception into 

Full Communion with the Catholic Church. Thank 

you for your continued prayers for these candi-

dates. Livestream of the mass will be available at 

www.facebook.com/sfauptown.  

St. Francis’ VBS 2020 

July 27-31 
 

VBS is still tentatively scheduled for 
July 27-31. Due to the Covid19 reg-
istration is limited to 25 campers in 
K—5th grade. Adult volunteers are 

needed. For more information or to register, please 
contact Christi Schott at 225-571-1547 or  
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 
 

The final PSR Zoom gathering will take place this 

Sunday from 5:00-5:30pm. It will include time 

for prayer and reflection on a topic related to the 

Sunday gospel.  

The link for the meeting is:  

https: / /us02web.zoom.us/ /89446200051?

pwd=UTZEZ tNRFlaaDZlWWl6cmYre JWdz09 

and the password is psr.  
 

Thank you to all the families who were a part of 

this year’s Parish School of Religion. Registration 

for the 2020-2021 school year will begin in June. 
 

Please contact Christi Schott at 225-571-1547 for 

more information. 

Mothers Prayers Group 

Meets Virtually 

Wednesday’s 10:00am  
 

Join us in weekly prayer for chil-
dren/grandchildren 

 

For more information contact 
Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or family-

life@stfrancisuptown.com 
 

If you are in need of prayer during this stressful time, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Today’s Readings: Acts 8:5–8, 14–17; Psalm 66:1–3, 4–5, 
6–7, 16, 20; 1 Peter 3:15–18; John 14:15–21. In John’s 
account of the Gospel, Jesus refers to multiple command-
ments, but he gives only one: love one another. To love peo-
ple—and we would add, to cherish all of God’s creation—is 
to love the Risen Lord and, through him, the Father. That love 
first flowed the other way, from the Father, through the Son, 
to the world. Love for and from God pulls the world back 
together. The Advocate, God’s own Spirit, unites people and 
assures them that they are and always will be God’s children.

The Advocate also empowers believers to act as Jesus 
did. Philip fulfills this commissioning perfectly: he pro-

claims Christ, expels demons, and heals people. Then, when 
the Samaritans accept the Gospel, centuries of enmity are 
overcome as Jews and Samaritans are bound together by 
Baptism and the Holy Spirit. They become sisters and broth-
ers of Christ and part of the new family of God, the Father.

Our Second Reading urges us to act as Christ did, both 
for our sake and for the sake of others. People will not 
always be as receptive to us as the Samaritans were to 
Philip. Only by responding intelligently but peaceably will 
we persuade people of the enduring joy that comes from fol-
lowing Christ. By speaking and acting with gentle and 
patient persistence, we will be brought to life in the Spirit.

Sunday, May 17, 2020
For the Family

The Advocate
Heavenly Father,
Sanctify our hearts with the gift of 

your Spirit.
Empower us to continue the ministry 

of Jesus—
to speak the truth with joy and gentleness,
to comfort others in their sorrow 

and suffering,
to withstand evil in all its forms.

Reveal your Son’s enduring presence within 
and around us.

Help us reveal him to others in all that we do
so that your love may be known
and embraced by everyone
and the world brought to new life 

in your Spirit.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 18
Journeys
The Advocate that Jesus promised has unmistakably filled 
St. Paul. For the rest of the Easter season we will hear about 
Paul’s extensive travels and missionary work. Paul takes 
every opportunity to tell others about Christ and to enter into 
fellowship with them. Make a map of your Christian journey. 
What significant moments are on that map? Today’s 
Readings: Acts 16:11–15; Psalm 149:1b–2, 3–4, 5–6a and 
9b; John 15:26—16:4a.

Tuesday, May 19
Revealing Righteousness
Jesus promises to send an Advocate who will reveal whether 
a person is ultimately righteous or sinful. In Acts, the jailer 
recognizes that Paul and Silas are righteous despite their 
imprisonment. The jailer is so impressed by their behavior 
that he listens to them and is baptized. Are there people you 
don’t listen to because you are certain they are wrong? Do 
they have some words of truth to offer you? Today’s 
Readings: Acts 16:22–34; Psalm 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 7c–8; 
John 16:5–11.

Wednesday, May 20
A Gospel for All
Jesus helps his disciples prepare for his death. He also prom-
ises that the “Spirit of truth” will give them insight into 
future events so that they can act in his name. This Spirit is 
active in Paul as he preaches in Athens, a city renowned for 
its diversity. Paul’s ministry in that city anticipates the spread 
of the Gospel to the wider and still more diverse world. 
Today, the Gospel is lived and expressed in countless ways. 
What are some Catholic practices unique to your area or cul-
ture? Today’s Readings: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Psalm 148:1–
2, 11–12, 13, 14; John 16:12–15.

Thursday, May 21
The Ascension of the Lord
In ancient texts, revered people were sometimes shown being 
taken up into heaven. Their ascension was a metaphor for 
divine approval. Luke draws on this imagery to show that 
God approves of Jesus but also that Jesus shares God’s power. 
Having ascended, Jesus is no longer physically constrained 
but is spiritually and sacramentally present in those who are 
baptized. Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 
8–9; Ephesians 1:17–23; Matthew 28:16–20.

Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter
In Acts, we’re reminded that Paul did not work alone but 
counted on other people for material and emotional support. 
When the disciples learned of Jesus’ forthcoming death, they 
also would have turned to one another for support. Who is a 
source of strength and comfort for you? Today’s Readings: 
Acts 18:1–8; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 16:16–20.

Friday, May 22
Everlasting Joy
Jesus insists that his disciples will soon be filled with a joy 
from God that no one can take away. This promise seems to 
clash with the passage from Acts where Paul is unjustly 
treated by a mob and those in authority don’t care. Paul, how-
ever, compelled by love and gratitude for Christ, continues 
his ministry. Today’s Readings: Acts 18:9–18; Psalm 47:2–3, 
4–5, 6–7; John 16:20–23.

Saturday, May 23
Our Every Need
Jesus tells his disciples that soon God will give them what-
ever they ask. Often, however, we receive without asking. 
Apollos receives much needed instruction about the Christian 
faith. The Christian community then receives in Apollos a 
well-formed and compelling preacher. Surprise someone by 
doing something helpful but unexpected for them today. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 18:23–28; Psalm 47:2–3, 8–9, 10; 
John 16:23b–28.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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