


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 24, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 

 

 

Have you made your reservation for the celebration of the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord Eucharist at St. 

Francis of Assisi Church this weekend? Last weekend our Music Director, Thomas Wright, chose a most appropri-

ate hymn for the reopening of our church for worship. This Is a Day of New Beginnings expresses so beautifully 

the message, meaning and spirit of the fifty days of Easter calling us to remember and move on, to believe what 

Love brings. The life and death of Jesus and his mighty Spirit we await to celebrate at Pentecost can make a differ-

ence in our world as faith is born again. The Spirit empowers us to step beyond the past leaving behind our disap-

pointments, guilt, and grief to seek new paths and find that Christ is alive and God makes all things new again. 

Seeing your familiar faces was truly a joy to behold. The celebration felt like a day of new beginnings.  

 

As we move into this reopening, we have to continue to ask you to make a reservation on a weekly basis as long as 

we are in this phase of social distancing. We have increased the seating capacity per mass to 70 parishioners.  We 

consider couples and families as one unit. We are also in need of volunteers to serve as greeters to assist seating 

parishioners with proper social distancing between worshipers. We also need volunteers to assist in sanitizing the 

pews after each mass.  

 

This creates a great challenge of how to sit folks as they are arriving. When arriving for mass and entering church, 

please be conscious of the necessary social distance between worshipers. Keep in mind that your favorite pew may 

not be available 

 

We have begun to celebrate First Eucharist for our second graders at each of the weekend masses. We believe it is 

wiser to welcome them to the table of the Lord rather than trust in an uncertain future. We are hoping that as the 

pandemic lessens the parish will be able to celebrate a class communion in the future.  At an additional and special 

Vigil Mass for Pentecost, May 30 we will celebrate mass for Confirmation and Reception into full communion 

with the Catholic Church for the RCIA candidates and their families.  

 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you 

are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. 

You can register on website www.stfrancisuuptown.com  

 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-

mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 

give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-

munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each mass I will be available for ten min-

utes to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive 

the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  

 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to at-

tend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in church with 

other people. The 25 % capacity applies also to Baptisms, Weddings and funerals. This number will increase 

gradually.  

 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. We have returned to celebrating daily 

mass in church. Monday, Wednesday through Friday mass is at 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation 

is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass. 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 

pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 

please do not gather in groups outside of church or in the 

parking lot and continue to maintain social distancing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from re-

ceiving Communion.  Be mindful of the six feet social 

distancing from others at all times.  For our weekend 

Masses, a worship aid will be available at the entrances 

for weekend Masses.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  

You may place your regular offering for support of St. 

Francis of Assisi Parish and other collections in the bas-

kets in the center aisle and side doors.  The Offertory pro-

cession is omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by 

means of a smile and/or not of the head. 

Uptown Canticle  
- continued 

 

 
One of the victims of this Covid-19 Pandemic has been the delayed installation of the new organ for our church. 

This week we received an update from Aaron Pannebaker, Vice President and Shop Manager for Cornel Zimmer 

Organ Builders in North Carolina.  
 

Aaron reported that North Carolina is currently in its first phase to reopen, with Phase 2 coming in a few weeks.  

Throughout the state closure, they had to reduce their employee count to under 10. Thankfully, Lincoln County 

has had very few cases of the virus, and they hope it remains that way. 
 

Aaron has been monitoring everything happening in New Orleans since they first opted to cancel the installation 

trip.  Gaging the happenings at a distance finding accommodations for their trip has been challenging. At this time, 

the CDC strongly recommends the installers to stay home and socially distant whenever possible and avoiding all 

travel. 
 

After gathering the facts and much deliberation, Aaron has to again delay the organ installation. The trip back and 

forth would require several hotel stays, gas station stops and work/hotel environments that are as clean and sani-

tary as possible. With things reopening, he believes it is too soon to travel to New Orleans, risking his health, his 

family, and his coworkers. The risk of contracting the virus here and bringing it home to their families is far too 

great. 
 

He assures us that our pipe organ is currently stored in their climate-controlled facility, protected and covered with 

blankets awaiting the time when he can safely pack the trucks, and make the trip down. Certainly, like all of us, 

they are eager to have this virus behind us, and conduct business as usual. Postponing the installation has hurt him 

greatly, but he believes it is for the greater good right now.  The new pipe organ will be here for decades and gen-

erations to come, and they cannot risk their health and safety by making any rash decisions now. He prays that all 

our families remain healthy. 
 

As we make decisions in uncertain times, we rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the prayerful support and 

insight of you the members of our Church. As we read in Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 

and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  

our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 

to use before receiving Communion.  During the distri-

bution of Holy Communion, form a single line and ob-

serve the social distancing blue lines on the floor of the 

aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy Communion in 

the hand rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the 

Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When ap-

proaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion, place your hand flatly atop the other and 

fully extend your arm toward the priest or minster who 

will place the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid 

any contact with your hand 
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 24, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this 
week in memory of 

Robert McIntyre 

Mass Intentions CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

May 16-17, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                     $1,632.00 

          Loose                                                                                                                         $3,234.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                                                      $1,185.00 

             TOTAL                                                                                                                              $6,051.00 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has always been 
greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an act of thanks-
giving for all that God has done for you and your loved 
ones. We realize that many people are in difficult financial 
situations.  We are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

The second reading proclaims that we are blessed 

if we share in the sufferings of Christ.  What then 

does it mean to “share in His sufferings” in this 

context?  Most of us do not live in a part of the 

world where we could be killed for being a fol-

lower of Jesus.  But we could face or “suffer” 

mockery, ridicule and disapproval from others.  

Far too often, and for various reasons, those who 

profess faith in Christ act as though they are 

ashamed of him.  But to act ashamed is the same 

as a denial.  Stewards of the Good News are 

never ashamed to reveal their love for the Lord.  

How do you reveal to others that you are a fol-

lower of Christ each day? 

SATURDAY, May 23 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” 

Ross, Julia Pansano, Margaret Hoffmann, Genevieve Young, 

Hans Schroeder, Paul Leclere 

SUNDAY, May 24 - 9:30am—Betsie Melancon, Jack Ker-

rigan, Mary Ferry Bigelow, John Gibbons, III, Special Inten-

tion Edwina P. Hughes, Maurice Picheloup, III 

 11:30am - Parishioners 

MONDAY, May 25 - Bill Roberts 

TUESDAY, May 26 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEDNESDAY, May 27 - Frances Skiba Hoffman 

THURSDAY, May 28 - Alice R. Mire 

FRIDAY, May 29 - Henry Schorr 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 24th - May 30th  
 

Sunday Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23;  

 Mt 28:16-20 

Monday Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; 

 Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc- 

36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5,  

 7-8, 9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26 

Friday Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;  

 Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34;  

 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Christopher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, 
Marvette Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred 
Flynn, Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, 
Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, 
Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, 
Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, 
Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, An-
gelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Phil-
burn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Rig-
gle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant 
and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

Memorial Day 
 

The office will be closed 
Monday, May 25, 2020 
for the Memorial Day 
Holiday.  
 

Mass will be celebrated on Monday at 8:30am.  
However there will be no Adoration as it is cur-
rently suspended until further notice. 
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Today’s Readings: Acts 1:12–14; Psalm 27:1, 4, 7–8; 1 Peter 
4:13–16; John 17:1–11a. God’s Chosen People did not see 
God directly. Instead, God made himself known in various 
ways, from giving his law to calling forth prophets. The 
Israelites used the word glory to refer to God’s awe-inspiring 
greatness or enormity. God led and shaped his people so that 
ultimately they would manifest his glory to all the nations 
on earth.

As the incarnate Son of God, Jesus is the complete 
embodiment and the perfect manifestation of God’s glory. 
That glory is especially visible in his death and Resurrection. 
The hour of Jesus’ passion and death is simultaneously the 

hour of his glorification, the moment in his earthly ministry 
when he reveals his Father’s absolute love for the world. 
God’s Son enters into death in order for people to live for-
ever in the radiance of God’s glory. 

In the reading from Acts, Jesus’ followers await the 
Holy Spirit so that they will be able to reveal God’s glory to 
the nations. That is our call, to individually and collectively 
reveal God’s glory, to make his loving presence known and 
encountered by everyone. As we live according to the values 
of God’s kingdom, we will encounter skepticism, rejection, 
and even hostility. By persevering, however, we both glorify 
God and enter into God’s glory.

Sunday, May 24, 2020
The Glory of God

For the Glory of God
Lord of Glory,
You entrusted the work of salvation to 

your Son,
and he fulfilled his mission perfectly.
He revealed your glory 
to all who believed in his words
and who witnessed the life-giving power
of his death and Resurrection.
Now we pray as he did.

We raise our eyes to heaven
and ask for your Spirit of glory.
May we devote ourselves to prayer,
to sharing the Gospel,
and to offering ourselves in life-giving service,
so that all creation will glorify your name.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Seventh Sunday of Easter
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 25
Fill Us
Although Jesus’ disciples think they understand him, Jesus 
insists that their understanding is incomplete: during his pas-
sion, they will abandon him. Only with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit will they find the courage to stay faithful. 
By contrast, Paul encounters men who have not heard of 
the Holy Spirit but who are well prepared to receive this gift. 
We need both the Spirit and the formation of our faith 
community to guide us forward. Pray for the Spirit to fill you 
and your faith community. Today’s Readings: Acts 19:1–8; 
Psalm 68:2–3ab, 4–5acd, 6–7ab; John 16:29–33.

Tuesday, May 26
Imitators
There are similarities between Paul’s journey to Jerusalem 
and Jesus’ preparations for his passion. In John’s account of 
the Gospel, Jesus gives a long farewell discourse in which he 
talks with his disciples about all that is going to happen. Paul 
also makes a formal farewell before facing the hardships that 
await him. As he says goodbye, Paul urges his listeners to 
imitate Jesus just as he has. Hear more of Paul’s heartfelt 
words by reading all or part of his letter to the Philippians. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 20:17–27; Psalm 68:10–11, 20–21; 
John 17:1–11a.

Wednesday, May 27
Set Apart
In the Gospel passage, the word world refers to all that opposes 
God. As Jesus continues his prayer to the Father, he speaks 
about how his followers are set apart from the world. He prays 
that God will further consecrate or sanctify them to continue 
his work of sharing the truth of God’s love. Paul also was set 
apart for God’s work, and he reminded others to remain stead-
fast in holiness. In what concrete ways can you set yourself 
apart from the world? Today’s Readings: Acts 20:28–38; 
Psalm 68:29–30, 33–35a, 35bc–36ab; John 17:11b–19.

Thursday, May 28
That All May Be One
Religion, sadly, often divides people instead of uniting them. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees disagreed on whether there 
was any kind of afterlife. Disagreements about beliefs and 
practices persist among Christians today. Such division com-
pels us to bow our heads and echo Jesus’ prayer for unity. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 22:30; 23:6–11; Psalm 16:1–2a and 
5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; John 17:20–26.

Friday, May 29
In the Hands of Others
In Luke’s Gospel account, Jesus tells his disciples that 
they will be handed over to kings and governors (21:12–13). 
In the passage from Acts, Paul is in the hands of the local 
governor who consults on his case with the king. In today’s 
Gospel passage, Jesus tells Peter that one day Peter will be 
arrested and crucified. Centuries later, Christians still come 
into conflict with those in authority. Pray for those who are 
attacked or imprisoned because of their faith. Today’s 
Readings: Acts 25:13b–21; Psalm 103:1–2, 11–12, 19–20ab; 
John 21:15–19.

Saturday, May 30
The Work Continues
As we near the end of our Easter season, we hear the conclu-
sions to the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel according to 
John. Paul has arrived at Rome, in fulfillment of Jesus’ 
prophecy that his followers would be his witnesses through-
out the world. Today Christian missionaries have crossed 
oceans to enter new regions and share the story of salvation. 
John’s Gospel notes that Jesus said and did far more than any 
book could contain. The Jesus who has risen, ascended to his 
Father, and filled us with his Spirit continues his mission 
through us. May the good work we do in Jesus’ name fill 
more volumes than could ever be written. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; John 21:20–25.
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please con-

tact him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Penitents 

will have to make their confession face to face and 

six feet from the confessor. 

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a couple, 

baby, parents who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or chil-
dren who wish for a baby brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name or 
anonymously.   

 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)   

� Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those  
struggling with infertility.  

 

The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   
The church is open daily from  10 am - 4 pm for those who prefer to visit in private.   

First Communion 
Congratulations to  

Baldwin Beahm   

Jonathan Igoe 

Charlie Melancon 

Mathilde Villere  

who received Jesus 

for the first time in 

Holy Eucharist on 

Sunday, May 17. 

Please continue to 

keep these  chil-

dren, all the first 

communicants, and their families in your 

prayers as we welcome them to the table of 

the Lord. 

Rite of Christian Initiation  
 

On Saturday, May 30 at 6:00pm the 

parish will celebrate the Rite of 

Christian Initiation with those can-

didates in the parish who have been 

preparing for reception into Full Communion 

with the Catholic Church. Thank you for your 

continued prayers for these candidates. 

Livestream of the mass will be available at 

www.facebook.com/sfauptown.  

St. Francis’ VBS 2020 

July 27-31 
 

VBS is still tentatively scheduled for 

July 27-31. Due to the Covid19 regis-

tration is limited to 25 campers in 

K—5th grade. Adult volunteers are 

needed. For more information or to register, please 

contact Christi Schott at 225-571-1547 or  

cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 

 

Thank you to all the families who were a part of 

this year’s Parish School of Religion. Registration 

for the 2020-2021 school year will begin in June. 

Please contact Christi Schott at 225-571-1547 for 

more information. 

Weekday Mass Time Change 
 

We will celebrate our weekday Mass in Church.  

Monday, Wednesday - Friday at 8:30am.  Our 

Tuesday Mass will remain at 6:00pm. 
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