


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA May 31, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
 
A long time has passed since I last performed an experiment in my college chemistry lab. When the chemist ex-
poses white phosphorous to air, spontaneous combustion happens. Combing acid with a base produces a salt and 
water. The coalescing of Covid-19 with our religious, political, social and economic conditions has sparked a 
revolution of sorts. When Easter and Pentecost come together, something new and Godly happens.  
 
On the first Easter-Pentecost, Jesus appeared to the disciples and breathed into them the Holy Spirit. Something 
entirely new happened. They became the Body of Christ, the church sent by Jesus to bring peace and forgiveness, 
to continue his saving mystery.  
 
Easter-Pentecost happens anew when we soothe the tensions of disagreement among families, friends, nations; 
when we choose reconciliation over retaliation; when we breathe new life into hearts deadened by greed, selfish-
ness, and apathy. Yes, when Easter and Pentecost come together, something new happens.   
 
Pentecost is more than celebrating the “birthday” of the church – it celebrates our “birth” into the risen Life and 
being sent armed with peace to forgive others. This weekend at a special 6:00 pm Pentecost Vigil mass our parish 
will celebrate the birthday of five parishioners into the Catholic faith. One of the five is second grader Blaise Col-

houn will receive his first Holy Communion. The other four, Camille Beste, Maurie Cattafi, Lesley Pietras and 

Lawrence Pugh, we will receive into Full Communion and confer upon them the Sacrament of Confirmation. Our 
candidates, Lesley and Lawrence, have children Margot Pietras and Jackson Pugh who will receive Holy Com-
munion  along with their parents and the other newly received. 
 
Tradition tells us that the Apostles and some holy women gathered in the Cenacle (Upper Room) where they 
would have also celebrated the Passover and the Last Supper with the Lord Jesus. We invite you to gather with us 
in our Cenacle, Upper Room in St. Francis of Assisi Church for the Solemnity of Pentecost. Have you made your 
reservation yet? 
 
As we anticipate Phase 2 of this reopening, we ask you to continue to make a weekly reservation as long as we are 
in this phase of social distancing. We have increased the seating capacity per mass to 100 parishioners.  We con-
sider couples and families as one unit. We are also in need of volunteers to serve as greeters to assist seating pa-
rishioners with proper social distancing and to assist in sanitizing the pews after each mass.  
 
We have begun to celebrate First Eucharist for our second graders at each of the weekend masses. We believe it is 
wiser to welcome them to the table of the Lord rather than trust in an uncertain future. We are hoping that as the 
pandemic lessens the parish will be able to celebrate a class communion in the future.   
 
In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you 
are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. 
You can register on website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 
For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each mass I will be available for ten min-
utes to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive 
the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
 

To sign up to attend Mass:  
 

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
 

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  
Church pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass 
has ended, please do not gather in groups outside of 
church or in the parking lot and continue to maintain 
social distancing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distanc-
ing and maintain six fee of distance from others at all 
times.  For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be 
available at the entrances for weekend Masses.  After 
Mass, leave it in your pew.  You may place your 
regular offering for support of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish and other collections in the baskets in the cen-
ter aisle and side doors.  The Offertory procession is 
omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by means 
of a smile and/or not of the head. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sani-
tizer to use before receiving Communion.  During the 
distribution of Holy Communion, form a single line 
and observe the social distancing blue lines on the 
floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand rather than on the tongue.  
You will receive the Body of Christ in the form of 
bread only.  When approaching the priest or Extraor-
dinary Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand 
flatly atop the other and fully extend your arm toward 
the priest or minster who will place the Host on your 
hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your hand 

Luke 21:1-4 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting 
their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor 
widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, 
“Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all of them. For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on.” 
 

During this time of great challenges and suffering lo-
cally,  you have answered their pleas for help.  The 
SFA Outreach to Haiti Committee wishes to express 
our heartfelt thanks to you!  

THANK YOU for answering the “Urgent Request” for food 

from our brothers and sisters in Haiti.   

Thanks to YOU, we’ve been able to answer this request 
for help from St. Francois Xavier.  We’ve sent $9000 to 
help feed families who are finding it extremely difficult 
(and expensive) to buy food right now amid the Covid 
19 crisis. 
 

     From Fr. Gary Ocegnor: “Thank you God!…    

    Thank you St. Francis of Assisi! God bless you!”   
 

While the number of cases has increased in recent 
weeks, Haiti’s ability to respond is limited.  Please 
continue to keep them in your prayers.   

Uptown Canticle - continued 
 
 
Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dis-
pensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable 
and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. The 25 % capacity applies 
also to Baptisms, Weddings and funerals. This number 
will increase gradually.  
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on 
Sunday from church. We have returned to celebrating 
daily mass in church. Monday, Wednesday through Fri-
day mass is at 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No res-
ervation is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer 
live stream daily mass.  
 

We extend our congratulations to the newly received 
into the Catholic Faith and a warm welcome to our 
friendly church and parish. We look forward to the 
many gifts that their presence will add to the life of the 
parish community.   
 

Instructions on how to view the live streaming:  On 
your computer, desktop, laptop, iPhone or iPad go to 
Facebook.com/sfauptown.  If you do not have a Face-
book account, you will be prompted to log in, create an 
account, or NOT NOW.  If you do not want to create a 
Facebook account, please click “Not Now” and you will 
still have the opportunity to watch Mass.  
 

Let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of 

Prompt Succor to hasten to help us and  

our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us  

instruments of the Lord’s peace. 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Victims of Abuse  

Mass Intentions CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

May 23-24, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                      $3,976.00 

          Loose                                                                                                                                  $1,135.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                                                            $ 802.00 

          TOTAL                                                                                                                                             $5,913.00 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has always been 
greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an act of thanks-
giving for all that God has done for you and your loved 
ones. We realize that many people are in difficult financial 
situations.  We are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

This weekend we celebrate the feast of Pentecost 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit among the fearful 
believers of the early Church.  Saint Paul reminds 
us of the special power the Holy Spirit has be-
stowed upon us to give us confidence and how that 
power gives us the potential to live extraordinary 
lives of faith.  Good stewards recognize this power 
and use their gifts, through God’s channel of grace, 
to transform their lives and the lives of others.  
Good stewards know that it is through the Holy 
Spirit that they can proclaim:  “Jesus is Lord.”  
How do we allow the Holy Spirit to work within us 
to give us strength, confidence and hope? 

SATURDAY, May 30 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 
Nancy Clair McCann, Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” 
Ross, Julia Pansano, Margaret Hoffmann, Genevieve Young, 
Hans Schroeder, Henry Schorr, William Furlong, Oliver 
Kraiczy 
SUNDAY, May 31 - 9:30am - Parishioners  
11:30am - Betsie Melancon, Mary Ferry Bigelow, John Gib-
bons, III,  
MONDAY, June 1 - Bill Roberts 
TUESDAY, June 2 -  Henry Schorr 
WEDNESDAY, June 3 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 
THURSDAY, June 4 - Ramona Beaulieu 
FRIDAY, June 5 - Henry Schorr 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 31st - June 6th  
 

Sunday Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34;  

 1 Cor 12:3b-7; 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

Monday Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87: 1-2,3 and  

 5, 6-7; Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14 and  

16; Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef;  

 Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday 2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14;  

 Mk 12:28-34 

Friday 2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166,  

 168; Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday 2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22;  

 Mk 12:38-44 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, Evelyn Fran-
cioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry Heller, Juanita 
Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William 
Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, John “Junior” 
Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis 
Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poy-
dras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a 
worldwide collection that supports the chari-
table works of Pope Francis. Funds from this 
collection help victims of war, oppression, 
and natural disasters. Take this opportunity 
to join with Pope Francis and be a witness of 
charity to our suffering brothers and sisters. 
Please be generous today. For more informa-
tion, visit www.usccb.org/peters-pence. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Fr. Michael is available for confession.  Please con-
tact him at (504) 884-9422 to schedule.  Penitents 
will have to make their confession face to face and 
six feet from the confessor. 

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a couple, 

baby, parents who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or chil-
dren who wish for a baby brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name or 
anonymously.   

 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)   

� Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those  
struggling with infertility.  

 

The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   
The church is open daily from  10 am - 4 pm for those who prefer to visit in private.   

First Communion  
 

Congratulations to  

Alston Gregory 

Louise Hymel 

Emilia Leon 

Cecilia McNamara 

Meghan Mullaly 

Beatrice Mussell 

who received Jesus 
for the first time in 
Holy Eucharist on 
May 23 & 24. 
Please continue to 
keep these  children, all the first communi-
cants, and their families in your prayers as we 
welcome them to the table of the Lord.   

Praying the Rosary 
 

Our parishioner Missy Duncan is leading us in pray-
ing the rosary Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am via a 
meeting on Zoom.  Anyone can join.  Go to 
Zoom.com.; Create an account. (free); At 9:30 AM 
log onto your Zoom account and click "Join Meet-
ing"; The meeting ID is 527 214 055.  If anyone 
would like to test it before the meeting goes live, or 
to have support setting it up please call Melisa Rey at 
504.227.3766. 

Mothers Prayers Group Meets 

Virtually 

Wednesday’s at 10:00am  
 

Join us in weekly prayer for           
children/grandchildren 

 

For more information contact Melisa Rey 
504.227.3766 or familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

 

If you are in need of prayer during this stressful time, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 

Weekday Mass Time Change 
 

We will celebrate our weekday Mass in Church.  
Monday, Wednesday - Friday at 8:30am.  Our 
Tuesday Mass will remain at 6:00pm. 

Summer Office Hours 
 

Beginning Monday, June 1st, our Parish 
Office hours will be 9:00am - 2:00pm.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Today’s Readings: Acts 2:1–11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29–30, 31, 
34; 1 Corinthians 12:3b–7, 12–13; John 20:19–23. For the 
past seven weeks, we have heard what the Apostles did after 
Jesus poured his Spirit out upon them. We have heard com-
pelling speeches and listened to stories of healing and exor-
cism. We have witnessed the conversion of Jews, Samaritans, 
and Gentiles. We have seen Paul, a fierce opponent of Jesus’ 
followers, become an eloquent and passionate preacher of 
the Gospel. We have also heard stories of ridicule, expul-
sion, imprisonment, and martyrdom, yet in those moments, 
the Apostles rejoiced that they could glorify God by dying 
and rising with Jesus.

As our Easter season comes to an end and we conclude 
our reading of the Acts of the Apostles, we might think such 

marvelous stories belong to the past. We might think we 
could never be such loving, courageous witnesses, we could 
never speak and act like those Apostles did. We would be 
wrong to think this. St. Paul tells us, “To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.”

Pentecost marked the beginning of the apostolic era, 
the era of the Church. We are still in that era. People still 
need to hear the story of salvation, still need healing, still 
need evil expelled from their midst. God pours his Spirit out 
upon us to transform and empower us, and then he sends us 
forth. We each have something to contribute to the story of 
salvation, for we are the apostles of this age.

Sunday, May 31, 2020
Today’s Apostles

Come upon Us
Lord of life,
The world awaits your liberating Spirit.
Come, mighty wind, breathe new life 

into us.
Come, Spirit of Truth,
reveal the evil that lingers in our midst.
Come, Wisdom of God, 
teach us the way of righteousness.
Come, Fire of Love,
impassion us to act justly in all we do.
Come, Helper and Guide,
draw us together in fellowship 

and peace.
Come, O Sanctifier, and make us holy.
Keep us forever united
with our loving and creating God,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pentecost Sunday
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This Week and Beyond
Monday, June 1
Mary, Mother of the Church
In the Gospel passage, Jesus ensures that his mother will be 
taken care of after his death. However, this passage also has 
a symbolic meaning. Throughout the Gospel, the Beloved 
Disciple has faithfully told us all that happened to Jesus so 
that we will believe in and worship Jesus as God’s Son. Mary 
represents the Church, the community of believers who are 
continually strengthened by the witness of this disciple. As 
we strive to bear Christ in our world, we continue to draw 
strength and gain wisdom from the faithful witness of others. 
Pray the Rosary this week, and ask God to help you be a 
more faithful witness to God’s love. Today’s Readings: 
Genesis 3:9–15, 20 or Acts 1:12–14; John 19:25–34.

Sunday, June 7
The Most Holy Trinity
Because the first Christians worshipped the Risen Christ as 
Lord, it soon became necessary to explain how Jesus and 
God the Father, as well as the Holy Spirit, were one God and 
not three different gods. There were intense discussions 
about the nature of God in the fourth and fifth centuries. The 
fruit of this process is the Nicene Creed, particularly the use 
of the title “Father.” 
 The term father implies relationship. If God is a father, 
then there must be a child. In God’s case, the child is a Son, 
Jesus. The relationship does not end there; it flows outward, 
bringing the world into existence and giving life to countless 
creatures. The Holy Spirit draws the world toward God 
so that we may become part of the divine relationship, part 
of God’s eternal love. Today’s Readings: Exodus 34:4b–6, 
8–9; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 2 Corinthians 13:11–13; 
John 3:16–18.

Sunday, June 14
The Body and Blood of Christ
When Jesus’ followers gathered after his death and 
Resurrection to break bread and drink from the cup, they 
were doing something dangerous. Their Lord had been exe-
cuted, and by gathering in his name they risked the same 
fate. They gathered nonetheless. By communing with the 
Risen Christ, they declared themselves part of his body and 
showed their willingness to suffer for the sake of the Gospel.
 When we come forward during Communion, we are 
doing the same thing. By partaking of the consecrated bread 
and wine, we become part of Christ’s Body. We commit our-
selves to acting as Christ in the world, even to the point of 
suffering, maybe even shedding our blood, so that others will 
know of Christ’s love for them. Today’s Readings: 
Deuteronomy 8:2–3, 14b–16a; Psalm 147:12–13, 14–15, 
19–20; 1 Corinthians 10:16–17; John 6:51–58.

Friday, June 19
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the First Reading, Moses reminds the Israelites that God 
bound himself to his people in a covenant, and they, in turn, 
must remain bound to God and God alone. St. John writes 
similarly in our Second Reading, urging us to remain bound 
to God by loving each other as God loves us, for God is love 
itself. Because we associate the human heart with love, it 
became natural to revere the heart of Jesus as the more par-
ticular embodiment of the Father’s love.
 In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus tells us to yoke or bind 
ourselves to him. He invites us to live in a way that is not bur-
densome because it is the way of love and because he accom-
panies us every step of this way. We can trust him because we 
know that he has already bound himself to us in love. Today’s 
Readings: Deuteronomy 7:6–11; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8, 
10; 1 John 4:7–16; Matthew 11:25–30.
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