


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA June 7, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
 

When I was a teenager in high school I was a member of a Square Dance and Round Dance Club called the 
“Happy Teen Steppers.” I am a graduate square dancer. Unlike Square Dancing, Round Dancing is a form of so-
cial ballroom dancing. The steps are choreographed precisely to the music. All the couples are dancing in unison 
moving in circular fashion. The choreography can be relatively complex and interesting. And the man doesn’t 
have to think up or create the steps as the dance progresses. I felt a close connection with my partner, my girl-
friend at the time, as we moved in unison with each other and the other couples. 
 

The image of dance captures the complex, mysterious movement of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
The theologians in the early church, particularly the Cappadocian Fathers, described the dynamism of the divine 
relationship as a group dance. If any of you have ever been to a Greek wedding, you may have seen their distinc-
tive way of dancing . . .  It’s called “perichoresis.” The term “peri” means around and “choresis” means dance. 
Thus to “dance around.” 
 

Perichoresis includes not two dancers, but at least three. The dancers start to go in circles, weaving in and out in 
this very beautiful pattern of motion. The dancers push and pull against one another, not in resistance or by force 
but in support and unity. They start to go faster and faster and faster always focused on the other, not themselves, 
all the while staying in perfect rhythm and in sync with each other. Eventually, they are dancing so quickly (yet so 
effortlessly) that as you look at them, it just becomes a blur. Their individual identities are part of a larger dance. 
The early church fathers and mothers looked at that dance (perichoresis) and said, “That’s what the Trinity is 
like.” It’s a harmonious set of relationships in which there is mutual giving and receiving. This relationship is 
called love, and it’s what the Trinity is all about. The perichoresis is the dance of love. 
 

David Bowie and Mick Jagger released the hit song Dancing in the Streets in 2002. “They'll be dancing, dancing 
in the street. It's an invitation across the nation, a chance for folks to meet They'll be laughing and singing and mu-
sic swinging Dancing in the street.” What we are witnessing across our nation is far from dancing in the streets 
and perichoresis, the dance of love. They are protesting across the nation. Chanting lyrics of hatred, anger and vio-
lence resulting from the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Our nation is longing to sing and hear lyrics of 
racial equality and justice for all and an end to discrimination in all its forms. Let us pray for all the citizens of our 
nation, for the police, our military and all law enforcement officials. Let us choose to participate in the love dance 
of the three Persons of the Most Holy Trinity.  Let us protect and defend the weakest among us and together build 
the common good. We are all created in the image of the Lord of the Dance.  
 

Come join us in the Dance of Love, three Divine Persons united as one, as we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most 
Blessed Trinity. As we prepare to enter Phase 2 of this reopening, we ask you to continue to make a reservation on 
a weekly basis as long as we are in this phase of social distancing. We have increased the seating capacity per 
mass to 100 parishioners.  We consider couples and families as one unit. We are also in need of volunteers to 
serve greeters to assist seating parishioners with proper social distancing and to assist in sanitizing the pews after 
each mass. 
 

Last month we began celebrating First Eucharist for our second graders at each of the weekend masses. We are 
hoping that as we move pass the pandemic, our parish will be able to celebrate a class communion in the future.   
 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you 
are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. 
You can register on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
 

To sign up to attend Mass:  

www.stfrancisuptown.com 
 

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 
pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in 
the parking lot and continue to maintain social distanc-
ing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain six feet of distance from others at all 
times.  For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be 
available at the entrances for weekend Masses.  After 
Mass, leave it in your pew.  You may place your regular 
offering for support of St. Francis of Assisi Parish and 
other collections in the baskets in the center aisle and 
side doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  We 
can express the sign of peace by means of a smile and/or 
nod of the head. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 
to use before receiving Communion.  During the distri-
bution of Holy Communion, form a single line and ob-
serve the social distancing blue lines on the floor of the 
aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy Communion in 
the hand rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the 
Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When ap-
proaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, place your hand flatly atop the other and 
fully extend your arm toward the priest or minster who 
will place the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid 
any contact with your hand. 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 
Therefore, this weekend after each mass I will be avail-
able for ten minutes to distribute Holy Communion in 
the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you ap-
proach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dis-
pensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable 
and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. The 25 % capacity applies 
also to Baptisms, Weddings and funerals. This number 
will increase gradually.  
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on 
Sunday from church. We have returned to celebrating 
daily mass in church. Monday, Wednesday through Fri-
day mass is at 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No res-
ervation is necessary for daily mass. We will no longer 
live stream daily mass.  
 

This weekend I will begin to hear confessions in the 
Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel in the Parish Center.  

Saturday’s at 3:00pm and Tuesday’s at 5:30pm 
 At other times by appointment. 

 
 

As we enter the hurricane season and await Cristobal, 

let us implore the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt 

Succor to hasten to help us and our patron St. Francis 

of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Mental  Health  Resources   
 

State Covid19 Crisis Counseling Line:  
Text Reachout to 741741 

 

 

Catholic Counseling Service 
 

(CCS) continues to offer services to individuals, 
couples, and families through phone or video-
conferencing platforms. CCS has received a 
grant to assist with the cost of counseling, in-
cluding providing pro bono services when nec-
essary. CCS offers counseling for $50 a session 
& a sliding scale to assist anyone looking for 
counseling. We are committed to removing fi-
nances as an obstacle to mental health services. 
Call 504-861-6245. Calls are confidential.

Food  Resources   
 

SFA Matthew 25 Food Distribution 
 

Every Month, our Matthew 25 Food Ministry 
distributes food to members of our community 
who are in need of assistance with monthly 
food supplies. If you are in need of food assis-
tance, please contact the parish office to get 
help.  891.4479  

 

Additional Food Resources available at: 
 

https://ready.nola.gov/incident/coronavirus/
assistance/#food  

 

There are a variety of easy to access assistance 
listed on the City of New Orleans’ website above.   
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ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 

NEW ORLEANS, LA June 7, 2020 

Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Betsie Melancon 

Mass Intentions CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

May 30-31, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                      $3,976.00 

          Loose                                                                                                                                  $1,135.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                                                    $1,287.00 

          TOTAL                                                                                                                                             $6,398.00 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has always been 
greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an act of thanks-
giving for all that God has done for you and your loved 
ones. We realize that many people are in difficult financial 
situations.  We are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

At the beginning of our celebration of the Eucharist, and 
whenever we sign ourselves in the name of our Triune 
God, we proclaim our belief in Three Persons in One 
God, Father Son and Holy Spirit.  Their eternal and mu-
tual relationship of Giver, Given and Gift is a witness 
and a challenge to us to share in that relationship with 
them and with each other and with all others.  The Mys-
tery of the Trinity invites us to acknowledge that we are 
gift from God.  All that we are and have been given to 
us for our own benefit and enjoyment, and for us to 
share with others.  As gift, given, and giver we share in 
the life of the Trinity and we make present to others the 
Mystery of the Trinity.  Being a cheerful and joy filled 
giver begins with being grateful for what we have been 
given.  And so we sign ourselves with a cross as we say, 
“In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit” as a constant reminder that we are gift, 
given and giver. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Saturday, 3:00 - 3:40 p.m.  

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment. 

Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel 

Located in the Parish Center 
Enter through front door on State Street 

SATURDAY, June 6 - 4:00pm - Robert McIntyre, Lucille 
Mire McCann, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Mar-
garet Hoffmann, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon, 
Jerry McGuinness, Hans Schroeder, Henry Schorr, William 
Furlong, Liz St. Cyr 
SUNDAY, June 7 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Lucille 
Mire McCann, Mary Ferry Bigelow, John Gibbons, III,  
Margaret Hoffman, In Thanksgiving 
11:30am - Parishioners  
 MONDAY, June 8 - Bill Roberts 
TUESDAY, June 9 -  Henry Schorr 
WEDNESDAY, June 10 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 
THURSDAY, June 11 - Jack Kerrigan 
FRIDAY, June 12 - Henry Schorr 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

June 7th - June 13th  
 

Sunday Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  

 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 

Monday 1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8;  

 Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8,  

 11; Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday Acts 11:21b-26; Acts 13:1-3; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab,  

 3cd-4, 5-6; Mt 5:20-26 

Friday 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc,  

 13-14; Mt 5:27-32 

Saturday 1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10;  

 Mt 5:33-37 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pe-
coraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  
Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, 
Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of 
Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 
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THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a couple, baby, parents 

who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or children who wish for a baby 
brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name or anonymously.  

 
 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)  and  Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those struggling with infertility.  

 
The “Tree of Life” will be on display from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   

First Communion  
 

Congratulations to  
 

Camille Beard  Genevieve Cambre 

Blaise Colhoun  John Paul Madison 

Luke Madison  Charles Parks 

Margot Pietras  Jackson Pugh 

Henry Roux  Poppy Thompson 
 

who received Jesus for the first time in Holy 

Eucharist on May 30 & 31. Please continue to 

keep these  children, all the first communi-

cants, and their families in your prayers as we 

welcome them to the table of the Lord.   

St. Francis of Assisi welcomes 
 

Camille Beste  Maurie Cattafi 

Lesley Pietras  Lawrence Pugh 
 

into Full Communion with the Catholic Church. 
On Saturday, May 30, they made a profession 
of faith and received the sacraments of Confir-
mation and Holy Eucharist at St. Francis of As-
sisi. Please continue to keep them and their 
families in your prayers. 
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Novena Prayer 
to St. Rocco

O Great St. Rocco, deliver us, we beseech thee, 

from the scourges of God; 

through thy intercession, 

preserve our bodies from contagious diseases, 

and our souls from the contagion of sin. 

Obtain for us salubrious air; 

but, above all, purity of heart. 

Assist us to make good use of health, 

to bear suffering with patience; 

and, after thy example, 

to live in the practice of penance and char-

ity, that we may one day enjoy the happiness 

which thou has merited by thy virtues.

St. Rocco, pray for us (say three times)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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