


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA June 14, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
 

Who among us ever thought that in the middle of this past Lenten Season we would involuntarily give 
up receiving the Eucharist? Most of us have voluntarily given up many things during Lent over the 
course of our lives, from chocolate to alcohol to bad language to impatience—and of course meat on 
Fridays—but we haven’t been forced to give up anything, much less the Eucharist, until the coronavirus 
came to the United States. The stay at home mandate did not allow you to go to church anymore. Never 
in our wildest dreams did we think the Eucharist would become inaccessible to all our Catholics.  Many 
folks realized how they had taken it totally for granted. How many times have you dragged yourself to 
Mass, or at times did not go, when maybe you didn’t feel like going. There is nothing like shockingly 
losing something suddenly to appreciate it like never before. 
 
When the news of the virus and its potential impact on gatherings first came out, some thought, no way 
am I giving up dipping my fingers in the holy water font, or extending the sign of peace, and I am cer-
tainly not giving up receiving the Body, or even the Blood, of Christ. Then as the situation worsened, 
we realized that by keeping ourselves healthy, we were helping to keep people much more vulnerable 
than ourselves healthy. Denying ourselves during Lent has always been a form of preparation as we 
hungered, symbolically, for the Eucharistic meal. This year, our hunger became real. How would you 
describe your deepest spiritual hunger? Spiritually, what do you need the most? What spiritual food 
would be most satisfying? How is this nourishment available to you? 
 
Following Trinity Sunday last week, we now celebrate the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ, also known as Corpus Christi, Latin for Body of Christ. What the church celebrates at this feast 
is not the corpse of Jesus on the cross, his body during his earthly ministry, or even St. Paul’s sense of 
the church itself as the body of Christ. Instead, the church celebrates the presence of Christ in the Eu-
charistic species. The Body and Blood of Christ we celebrate is the consecrated bread and wine that has 
become Christ himself. The Eucharistic species is the process of the self-giving of Christ so that he is 
bread broken and wine poured out in service and in love. We do more than merely admire or adore the 
Eucharistic species, though that is certainly good, we must become an alter Christus (another Christ) in 
the midst of the world today, so that we are bread broken and wine poured out for the needs of human-
ity. 
 
Have you made your reservation for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ for this 
weekend? Mayor Cantrell announced earlier this week that the City of New Orleans would enter Phase 
2 of reopening on Saturday, June 13. Even though Phase 2 allows 50%, capacity for places of worship, 
in order to comply with the guidelines for social distancing this will allow us a maximum number of 
100 worshipers.  We ask you to continue to make a reservation on a weekly basis as long as we are in 
this phase of social distancing.  We consider couples and families as one unit. We are also in need of 
volunteers to serve as greeters to assist seating parishioners with proper social distancing and to assist in 
sanitizing the pews after each mass. 
 
Last month we began celebrating First Eucharist for our second graders at each of the weekend masses. 
We are hoping that as we move pass the pandemic, our parish will be able to celebrate a class commun-
ion in the future.   
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General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
 

To sign up to attend Mass:  

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  
 

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  
Church pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass 
has ended, please do not gather in groups outside of 
church or in the parking lot and continue to maintain 
social distancing. 
 
During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside 

from receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social 
distancing and maintain six feet of distance from oth-
ers at all times.  For our weekend Masses, a worship 
aid will be available at the entrances for weekend 
Masses.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  You may 
place your regular offering for support of St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish and other collections in the baskets in 
the center aisle and side doors.  The Offertory proces-
sion is omitted.  We can express the sign of peace by 
means of a smile and/or nod of the head. 
 
Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sani-
tizer to use before receiving Communion.  During the 
distribution of Holy Communion, form a single line 
and observe the social distancing blue lines on the 
floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand rather than on the tongue.  
You will receive the Body of Christ in the form of 
bread only.  When approaching the priest or Extraor-
dinary Minister of Holy Communion, place your hand 
flatly atop the other and fully extend your arm toward 
the priest or minster who will place the Host on your 
hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your hand 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 
In making a reservation for mass, please observe 
the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish 
website. If you are not a registered parishioner, use 
this occasion to be among the members of the flock 
of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our 
website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 
For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in 
the church or who are fearful to gather with us, 
Archbishop Aymond has given permission to dis-
tribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He 
strongly suggested that we not give Holy Commun-
ion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we 
do so outside where people can form a communion 
line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this 
weekend after each mass, weather permitting, I will 
be available to distribute Holy Communion in the 
front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you ap-
proach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 
Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dis-
pensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obli-
gation to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vul-
nerable and not feeling well, that should not cele-
brate Mass in church with other people. Baptisms, 
Weddings and funerals is limited to 100 worship-
ers.   
 
We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass 
on Sunday from church. We have returned to cele-
brating daily mass in church. Monday, Wednesday 
through Friday mass is at 8:30 am and Tuesday at 
6:00 pm. No reservation is necessary for daily 
mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  
 
 
 

As we enter the hurricane season,  

let us implore the intercession of  

Our Lady of Prompt Succor  

to hasten to help us and our patron  

St. Francis of Assisi  

to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

Our Second Collection this weekend is for the Arch-

diocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS).   
Many organizations support U.S. military and their 
families, but there is no other diocese or non-profit 
organization like the Archdiocese of the Military Ser-
vices USA. The AMS provides the same pastoral care 
and services as any other Catholic diocese, to Catho-
lics serving in the United States Armed Forces, en-
rolled in U.S. Military Academies, undergoing treat-
ment at any of the 153 Department of Veterans Medi-
cal Centers in the U.S, Puerto Rico and Guam, work-
ing in civilian jobs for the federal government beyond 
U.S. borders, and the families of these populations.   

For more information:  
https://www.milarch.org/ways-to-support/ 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Victims of Violence 

Mass Intentions CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

June 6-7, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                      $3,976.00 

          Loose                                                                                                                                  $1,135.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                                                                  $687.00 

          TOTAL                                                                                                                                             $6,398.00 
 

Your generous contribution to support the mission and 
ministries of St. Francis of Assisi parish has always been 
greatly appreciated. Your stewardship is an act of thanks-
giving for all that God has done for you and your loved 
ones. We realize that many people are in difficult financial 
situations.  We are grateful for any support you can offer. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

“I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; 

and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life 

of the world.”   
 

Those words should not disturb Catholics who grow 

up believing in the Real Presence of the Body and 

Blood of Jesus under the appearance of bread and 

wine after the words of Consecration of the priest, in 

Persona Christi.  But for the multitude of people who 

were fed by Jesus after he prayed over a few loaves 

and fish, and who sought him out for more such food, 

the response of Jesus that his flesh is bread for the life 

of the world must have been disturbing, maybe even 

repulsive.  They did not understand Jesus that his 

“flesh” is who he is, what he does, what he says; that 

becoming his “flesh” in the world is the way to eter-

nal life.  St. John reports that, “As a result of this, 

many of his disciples returned to their former way of 

life and no longer accompanied him.”  When we re-

ceive the Body and Blood of Jesus we have the re-

sponsibility to be the “flesh” of Jesus in the world, if 

we hope to live forever.  What is your understanding 

of that?  How do you live that understanding?  

SATURDAY, June 13 - 4:00pm - Robert McIntyre, Lucille 
Mire McCann, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, Mar-
garet Hoffmann, Henry Schorr, William Furlong, Liz St.Cyr, 
Lionel T. & Catherine P. Hammock 
SUNDAY, June 14 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Maurice 
Picheloup, III, Philip Guy Lombardo, Frank L. Lombardo, 
Jack Kerrigan, Phillip Tipp, In Thanksgiving   
11:30am - Parishioners  
 MONDAY, June 15 - Richard S. Serpas, Jr. 
TUESDAY, June 16 -  Henry Schorr 
WEDNESDAY, June 17 - Margaret Hoffmann 
THURSDAY, June 18 - All Souls Book of Remembrance-
FRIDAY, June 19 - In Thanksgiving to Our Lady Queen of 
the Holy Rosary 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

June 14th - June 20th  
 

Sunday Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-

  20; 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 

Monday 1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7;  

 Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 16;  

 Mt 5:43-48 

Wednesday 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20, 21, 24; Mt 6:1-6,  

 16-18 

Thursday Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7; Mt 6:7-15 

Friday Dt 7:6-11; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10;  

1 Jn 4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30 

Saturday 2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31-32,  

33-34; Lk 2:41-51 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pe-
coraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  
Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, 
Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, 
Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara 
Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents of 
Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Saturday, 3:00 - 3:40 p.m.  

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment. 

Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel 

Located in the Parish Center 
Enter through front door on State Street 

First Communion 
 

Congratulations to  

Sam Chase 

Estelle Emrick   

Zoe Johnson 
 

who received Jesus for the first 
time in Holy Eucharist on Satur-
day, June 6 and Tuesday, June 9. 
Please continue to keep these 
children, all the first communi-
cants, and their families in your 
prayers as we welcome them to 
the table of the Lord.   

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 
 

Thank you to all the families who were a part of 

this year’s Parish School of Religion. The par-

ish is in the process of planning for the 2020-

2021 school year and help is needed. Registra-

tion and class schedules will be available in mid

-July. If you would like to assist in planning 

and preparation for next school year or would 

be interested in serving as a catechist, please 

c o n t a c t  C h r i s t i  S c h o t t  a t 

cschott@stfrancisuptown.com at or 225-571-

1547 for more information. 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Parish Center Summer Hours 
 

Monday, June 1st - Friday, July 31st 
9:00am - 2:00pm. 

St. Francis’ Virtual Vacation Bible School 
 

July 27-31, 2020 
 

Join us for St. Francis’ first 
Virtual VBS! The camp is 
open to all children entering 
K—5th grade and will take 
place online, July 27-31 from 
9:30—11:30am each day. 
Registration is available on 
Facebook.com/sfauptown and 

the parish website at  https://stfrancisuptown.com/
religious-education. For more information and to 
register, please contact Christi Schott at 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com or 225-571-1547. 
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Faith Connect ions 
 

This Sunday is the celebration of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. Formerly known as 

the Feast of Corpus Christi, it is a celebration of Jesus’ sacrifice and gift of his very self to us. As 

Catholics, we believe that when the bread and wine are consecrated at mass they become the body 

and blood, soul and divinity of Christ. Just thinking about that can be mind blowing!  
 

When we receive the Eucharist at mass we become part of Christ’s body and are sent out to be, as 

St. Teresa of Avila says, the hands and feet of Christ During this time of crisis, we find ourselves 

in a world more in need of Christ’s love and grace than ever. Here are three simple ways that you 

can nourish your faith in Christ each day: 
 

1) Attend or watch mass together as a family on Sunday. At mass each week, we come        

together as the Body of Christ to celebrate and share our faith in Christ. 
 

� RSVP for mass at St. Francis (Saturday 4pm, Sunday 9:30am & 11:30am)  

� Watch St. Francis’ 9:30am Sunday Mass 

� Watch daily mass at the St. Louis Cathedral 

� How to Pray the Mass from Home  

� Explanation of the Parts of the Mass  

� Pray an Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

2) Set a time for personal prayer and a time to pray together as a family in. Through prayer   

     we grow in our understanding of and relationship with Christ.    

     

3) Take action! Find one or two concrete ways each day to put your faith in action, reach out   

     and be the hands and feet of Christ to others. 
 

� Reach out to those around you who are lonely, vulnerable, or in need 

� Donate to St. Francis’ Matthew 25 Ministry to the Poor or Second Harvest Food Bank 

� Pray for all those struggling in some way at this time. 

� Practice the Works of Mercy 

� Learn about issues impacting Human Life & Dignity  

 

Prayer Resources for Adults: 

� Daily Scripture Readings  

� USCCB Daily video meditations  

� Pray-as-you-go Daily Podcast 

� Loyola Press 3-minute mini-retreats  

� Word Among Us Daily meditations  

Prayer Resources for all Ages: 

� Sunday Connection Gospel Reflections  

� Living with Christ Prayer Resources  

� Magnifikids Daily Readings and Prayers  

� Catholic Mom Sunday Worksheets 
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Mental  Health  Resources   

� State Covid19 Crisis Counseling Line:   Text “Reachout” to 741741 
 

� Catholic Counseling Service - Because of Covid 19, more people are requesting assistance through coun-
seling. The Catholic Counseling Service continues to offer services to individuals, couples, & families through 
phone & video-conferencing. CCS has received a grant to assist with the cost of counseling, including provid-
ing pro bono services when necessary. CCS offers counseling for $50 a session & a sliding scale to assist any-
one looking for counseling. We are committed to removing finances as an obstacle to mental health services. 
Call 504-861-6245. Calls are confidential. 

Food  Resources   
 

� SFA Matthew 25 Food Distribution - Every Month, our Matthew 25 Food Ministry distributes 
food to members of our community who are in need of assistance with monthly food supplies. If you 
are in need of food assistance, please contact the parish office to get help.  891.4479  

 

� Catholic Charities’ Food Pantry - Open Monday – Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm. The food pantry is 
located at 2505 Maine Ave in Metairie. Clients should go down the driveway to the left of the building. The 
food pantry is located in the back building, fourth door from the front.  Clients can receive a pre-packed bag of 
food and some optional supplemental items every two weeks. Clients fill out a simple intake form at their first 
visit, and at subsequent visits only need provide their name. Please wear a mask and respect social distancing 
when receiving assistance. 

 

� Additional Food Resources visit https://ready.nola.gov/incident/coronavirus/assistance/#food  
There are a variety of easy to access assistance listed on the City of New Orleans’ website above.   

The Respect Life Committee’s focus for May/June:  

VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  VÉâÑÄxá fàÜâzzÄ|Çz ã|à{  YxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçYxÜà|Ä|àçB\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç B\ÇyxÜà|Ä|àç     
therefore, we present the ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊgÜxx Éy _|yxAÊ         

The ÂgÜxx Éy _|yxÊ  presents the opportunity for every parishioner to “Spiritually Adopt” a cou-

ple, baby, parents who have conceived, those hoping to conceive, those awaiting an adoption, or 
children who wish for a baby brother or sister. You can add them to our tree with their real name 
or anonymously.  

 

�Choose a butterfly (provided)  and  Write “name” of couple/baby you are adopting  

�Hang it on “The Tree of Life.” 

�Pray for couples & babies remembered in the hearts of those struggling with infertility.  

Mothers Prayers Group Meets Virtually 

Wednesdays at 10:00am  
 

Join us in weekly prayer for children/

grandchildren 
 

If you are in need of prayer during this stressful 
time, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 

 

For more information contact  
Melisa Rey 504.227.3766 or  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 
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