


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA July 19, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
 
Have you ever heard of a gardener who was against weeding? In this weekend’s parable of the 

wheat and weeds, the householder makes the unorthodox decision to let the wheat and the weeds 

grow together. He does not want to risk anything harming the wheat so decides he will leave it un-

til the harvest when the two can be separated.  

 

This Sunday we continue reading from Matthew 13, the chapter where Jesus speaks in parables, 

and he speaks seven of them. The parable of the weeds and wheat occurs only in Matthew. He 

says, “The kingdom of heaven is like…” Whatever parable Jesus uses to teach about the kingdom 

of heaven, always at issue is growth, abundance and increase. The wheat, bush, dough are not fin-

ished products; it takes time and patience to bring forth the desired good end.  

 

These parables remind us that even living through this present age of pandemic we are to live with 

patience and confident assurance that the kingdom of heaven will become fully manifest in us: we 

will be a harvest, we will be a large bush, and we will be a loaf of bread. Of today’s many par-

ables, which one speaks to you the most about the mystery of the kingdom of God? What is God 

revealing to you? 

 

The impulse of the first parable is to pull the weeds. The impulse during our whole Christian liv-

ing is to be impatient with ourselves as we grow in our discipleship, meeting challenges and temp-

tations along the way. Part of living the paschal mystery is to be patient with ourselves, especially 

when we have failed. The mercy, forgiveness, leniency, justice, and patience of God encourages 

repentance. Even our mistakes are ways that we have “ears…to hear” and learn better the ways of 

God.  

 

God’s final judgment comes at the “end of the age” when, hopefully, all of us have lived the ways 

of patience and faithfulness and have borne fruit. As we grow into being God’s kingdom, as we 

learn better to live our birthright, as we grasp more fully what God’s will  is for us in our daily liv-

ing and respond faithfully, we become more like the firstborn Son, more like worthy citizens of 

the kingdom of heaven.  

 

We invite you to celebrate as citizens of the kingdom by reserving your seat for the Eucharist this 

weekend. Just as Jesus’ first listeners did, we are invited to ponder and wrestle with what his par-

ables have to teach us today. 

 

I want to commend those attending for following the guideline to wear a mask except when re-

ceiving Holy Communion and to thank you for assisting in sanitizing the pews for the next mass.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 
 
 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish 
website. If you are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the 
flock of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, 
Archbishop Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He 
strongly suggested that we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that 
we do so outside where people can form a communion line and observe social distancing. There-
fore, this weekend after each mass, weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Com-
munion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of 
Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, that should not 
celebrate Mass in church with other people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is limited to 100 
worshipers.  This number will increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. 
Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation is neces-
sary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  
 

As we enter the hurricane season, let us implore the intercession of   

Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us  

and our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance 

To sign up to attend Mass:   

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 
pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in the 
parking lot.  Continue to maintain social distancing. 
 
During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 

receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain 6 feet of distance from others at all times.  
For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be available 
at the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  You 
may place your regular offering for support and other 
collections in the baskets in the center aisle and side 
doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  We can ex-
press the sign of peace by means of a smile and/or nod of 
the head. 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sani-
tizer to use before receiving Communion.  During 
the distribution of Holy Communion, form a single 
line and observe the social distancing blue lines on 
the floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to receive 
Holy Communion in the hand rather than on the 
tongue.  You will receive the Body of Christ in the 
form of bread only.  When approaching the priest or 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, place 
your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend 
your arm toward the priest or minster who will 
place the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid 
any contact with your hand. 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Julia Pansano 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

“If you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat 

along with them.  Let them grow together until the 

harvest.” 
 

Jesus knew his followers would live in a world that is 
full of temptations—to do evil, to take the easy way 
out, to take advantage of others to gain wealth and 
power.  He knew we would be challenged to abandon 
our efforts to know Him and to imitate him to the best 
of our ability.  Jesus also knew that one of God’s 
greatest gifts to us is free will - the ability to choose 
between good and evil, to choose between doing right 
and doing wrong, to choose between being generous 
and being selfish.  But Jesus taught us by word and 
deed that being his follower—a Christian—is not 
about feeling good, it is about doing good.  It is not 
about looking right; it is about doing right.  It is not 
about how much we acquire for ourselves, it is about 
how much we share with others.  God creates us in 
this world with many temptations so we could demon-
strate our love for him by seeking to discern His will 
and choosing to do His will.  Our God is an awesome 
God! 

SATURDAY, July 18 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clair McCann, 

Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, 

Henry Schorr, Elizabeth St.Cyr   

SUNDAY, July 19 - 9:30am - Parishioners  

11:30am - Betsie Melancon 

 MONDAY, July 20 -  In Thanksgiving 

TUESDAY, July 21 -  Laura Russo 

WEDNESDAY, July 22 - Paul Bergeron 

THURSDAY, July 23 - Special Intention William S. Elder 

FRIDAY, July 24 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

July 19th - July 25th  
 

Sunday Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16;  

 Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 or Mt 13:24-30 

Monday Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and  

23; Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8;  

 Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a,  

 5-6ab, 15 and 17; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Thursday Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11;  

 Mt 13:10-17 

Friday Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13;  

 Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6;  

 Mt 20:20-28 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda 
Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth 
House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

Our Second Collection this weekend is for The 

Black and Indian Collection (BIMC).  It exists to 
help diocesan communities to build up the Church 
and preach the Gospel of Jesus among the African 
American, Native American, and Alaska Native peo-
ple of God. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

July 11-12, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                        $7,056.00 

          Loose                                                                                                                           $2,456.00 

          E-Giving                                                                                                                                                   $753.00 

          TOTAL                                                                                                                                     $10,265.00 
Second Collections 

            Building and Maintenance                                        $1,318.00 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Mental  Health   

Resources  
 

�       State Covid19  
Crisis Counseling Line:    

Text “Reachout” to 741741 
 

� Catholic Counseling Service  
Services to individuals, couples, and 
families - $50/session or sliding 
scale or pro bono services when 
necessary. Calls are confidential 
504-861-6245.  

Food   

Resources   
 

�    SFA Matthew 25 Food  

           Distribution 
Monthly, food distribution to those 
who are in need of assistance with 
monthly food supplies. Contact the par-
ish office to get help.  891.4479  
 

� Catholic Charities’ Food Pantry 
Open Monday - Thursday from 10am – 
2pm. 2505 Maine Ave in Metairie.  
 

�    More Resources visit: 
h t tps : / / ready.nola .gov/ inc ident /
coronavirus/assistance/#food 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
is the process for initiation into the Catholic 
Church and an opportunity for those interested in 
becoming Catholic to explore the life and teach-
ings of Christ through prayer, study, reflection, 
and community. For more information please con-
tact Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479 or 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 

The link to join the Zoom meeting on July 30 is:  
ht tps: / /us02web.zoom.us/j /85765146765?
pwd=WnpGVEdSZ1JPY3M5WkVSS3A1bGpDd
z09 
 

You can also go to http://www.Zoom.us and click 
on “Join a Meeting” in the upper right hand cor-
ner. Type in the meeting ID: 85765146765 and 
the password: sfa 

Interested in becoming Catholic or know someone who is?  
 

All are welcome to an information session on Thursday, July 30 at 7:00pm on Zoom.  
Information on how to sign on to the meeting is below. 
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily scripture       
readings into your life, please visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ resource list at 

http://usccb.org/about/communications/covid-19-crisis-resources-from-catholic-publishers.cfm. 
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COVID-19 has forced us into a new way of life that has brought fears & uncertainty.  
 
 

    Has it brought blessings? 
 • More time with family. 
 • A deeper appreciation of the need to trust in God. 
 • A vision to see our own needs and the needs of others. 
 • Hungers: Some for the next meal; also the hunger to be with others, thus     
    appreciating family and others at a different level. 
 • Hunger for the Eucharist. 
 • More free time to pray and reflect – this has even led some to think of a     
    deeper meaning to life and their vocation. 
 

    We have many questions and many fears. 
 • What are some of the blessings God sent me? 
 • How can I keep those blessings/attitudes alive beyond COVID-19? 
 

Every aspect of the COVID-19 pandemic has been perplexing. Not only has an invisible enemy taken the lives of 
more than 135,000 people in the United States, but it also has forced millions of Americans into unemployment 
and created a firestorm of fear and anxiety about the future. 
 

Who is next? What is next? Only God knows.  In the meantime, as we go about our daily lives trying to love God 
and love our neighbor, it is important that we do everything we can on a personal level to keep our part of the 
world as safe as possible during this global plague. We need only look at the spike in the number of coronavirus 
cases and hospitalizations since the loosening of social-distancing restrictions in some parts of the country to un-
derstand that we need to do our part to be good neighbors to each other. 
 

There are too many unknowns about the virus , but this much we know: Wearing a mask in public & keeping a 
safe distance from those outside of our immediate household are “acts of charity” toward our neighbor.  Wearing a 
mask in public – and certainly at Sunday Mass – is a small act of charity and may well save lives. This is a ques-
tion much more about care than about fear. 
 

There is virtually no scientific disagreement that wearing a mask reduces the possibility of dispersing into the air 
particles that may contain the virus & reduces the possibility of inhaling any particles from another person.  As we 
have seen, many people who are infected with coronavirus are asymptomatic, which means they do not know they 
are sick and are capable of spreading the disease. Wearing a mask in public protects your neighbor in the grocery 
store, in the bank and in church. 
 

Admittedly, wearing a mask can be an irritation, but doing so is a small act of charity that we as Christians are 
called to offer out of love for God and neighbor. Far from being a sign of weakness, wearing a mask is a sign of 
strength, selfless love and prudence. 
 

In the Archdiocese of New Orleans, I’ve been humbled to see so many people spread out in church for Mass, 
wearing masks, & taking every precaution to keep a safe distance from each other. I’ve asked priests and extraor-
dinary ministers of holy Communion to sanitize their hands and to wear masks as they give out the Eucharist. In 
an abundance of caution, we have asked Catholics to receive Communion in the hand and not on the tongue. 
 

Some may make the argument that public advisories to wear masks infringe on our constitutional rights. I would 
hope, however, that we would view caring for the public health – the common good – as acting, as Christ would, 
as a servant to others. We are caring for our friends. 
 

In New Orleans, masking takes on a meaning all its own during Carnival. We hide our faces behind masks to be-
come someone else for a day. No one seems to complain that breathing through a mask on Mardi Gras is a bit odd 
and cumbersome. How much more important is it now to mask – when we’re talking not about a pair of beads but 
about a life.  
 

We need to show we care. Please wash your hands. Please wear a mask. Please save a life. 
 

Look into your neighbor’s eyes, & a stranger’s eyes, with love.    - Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond, July 4, 2020 
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