


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA July 26, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  

 
What would you consider the greatest delight to happen in your life? Winning the lottery?  Hav-

ing our salary unexpectedly doubled?  Having a stranger pay off our credit cards?  Hitting the 

jackpot in Las Vegas?  Really?  Would this be the greatest thing that could happen to us? Today’s 

gospel give us the third Sunday in a row where we hear from Matthew’s chapter 13 on parables. 

In this gospel passage, Jesus tells us that “the kingdom of heaven is like” a treasure found, a pearl 

of great value, a catch of fish “of every kind.”  Really?  Let’s look deeper. 

 

What “the kingdom of heaven is like” is not just a treasure, pearl, or fish net, not some inanimate 

object located in some physical place, even if these would enhance our net worth greatly.  No, 

what the “kingdom of heaven” is really like is the committed action-response of a person who 

finds a treasure, a merchant who buys a prized pearl, or a fisherman who sorts the fish he catches. 

The “kingdom of heaven” is present in searching for, sacrificing for, and sorting for our greatest 

Treasure – God’s very Life.  We must “sell” all that we are – empty ourselves - so the Life God 

gives us freely and lavishly is ours forever.  

 

This “treasure” does have a cost:  we must actively search for it, recognize it when we find it, and 

sort out all the distractions that keep us from recognizing the treasure.  In the gospel, the seekers 

go out to obvious places to find the treasure.  When we find the kingdom of heaven, its value 

causes all else to diminish in comparison. It is worthy of all our time, our efforts, and our re-

sources.  For us our discovery of the “kingdom of heaven” is most often in our everyday circum-

stances when we experience overwhelmingly the in-breaking of God’s Presence.  This may be 

something as simple as the smile of a person’s grateful thanks or the sense of rightness that comes 

with fidelity to daily prayer.  It may be something more challenging as admitting that we have 

hurt another.  It may be demanding such as committing time to help those in need.  The “kingdom 

of heaven” demands our all – and nothing less. 

 

Is it not a beautiful thing that God even asks us what we want. In the First Book of Kings God ap-

pears to Solomon in a dream and says, “Ask something of me and I will give it to you.” This 

shows how much God cares for us.  It confirms that God chooses to be involved in the affairs of 

humankind.  It reveals God’s abiding Presence to us.  This is the kingdom of heaven:  God’s Pres-

ence and Life. Considering the parables of the precious pearl and hidden treasure and the net full 

of fish, what do you think Jesus wants you to know about the kingdom of heaven?  

 

We are awaiting the installation of a new treasure for our church. On page 4 of this bulletin you 

can read an update from Keith Shafer, our organ consultant, and view some photos of the organ in 

storage at the shop of Cornell Zimmer.  

 

We invite you to celebrate by reserving your seat for the Eucharist this weekend. Just as Jesus’ 

first listeners did, we are invited to ponder and wrestle with what his parables have to teach us to-

day. 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 
In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish 

website. If you are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the 

flock of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, 

Archbishop Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He 

strongly suggested that we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that 

we do so outside where people can form a communion line and observe social distancing. There-

fore, this weekend after each mass, weather permitting, I will be available to distribute Holy Com-

munion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to receive the Body of 

Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed the people of the Archdiocese from the 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feeling well, that should not 

celebrate Mass in church with other people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is limited to 100 

worshipers.  This number will increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. 

Monday, Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 pm. No reservation is neces-

sary for daily mass. We will no longer live stream daily mass.  
 

As we enter the hurricane season, let us implore the intercession of   

Our Lady of Prompt Succor to hasten to help us  

and our patron St. Francis of Assisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance 

To sign up to attend Mass:   

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 

pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 

please do not gather in groups outside of church or in the 

parking lot.  Continue to maintain social distancing. 

 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 

receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 

and maintain 6 feet of distance from others at all times.  

For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be available 

at the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  You 

may place your regular offering for support and other 

collections in the baskets in the center aisle and side 

doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  We can ex-

press the sign of peace by means of a smile and/or nod of 

the head. 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sani-

tizer to use before receiving Communion.  During 

the distribution of Holy Communion, form a single 

line and observe the social distancing blue lines on 

the floor of the aisles.  We ask everyone to receive 

Holy Communion in the hand rather than on the 

tongue.  You will receive the Body of Christ in the 

form of bread only.  When approaching the priest or 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, place 

your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend 

your arm toward the priest or minster who will 

place the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid 

any contact with your hand. 
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Robert McIntyre 

    

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
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Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

“The kingdom of God is like a treasure buried in a 

field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of 

joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
 

Would we sell all of our possessions to go buy a 

“treasure” we found in a field?  Would we sell some 

of them, and which ones would we sell?  Such a treas-

ure would have to be more valuable than the posses-

sions we sell.  What treasure could possibly be worth 

more than billions of dollars?  It is something we all 

want.  It is something we all can have.  Is it something 

that will last forever.  It is eternal life in an intimate 

relationship with the Almighty and Eternal God who 

created us.  That is the Greatest Treasure.  Jesus has 

already secured it for us.  We must be careful not to 

lose it.  If we are aware that everything we have 

comes from and belongs to God, and He wants us to 

use it for our own benefit and enjoyment, but not get 

so attached to anything that we cannot let it go or use 

it for the benefit of enjoyment of others, we will gain 

the Greatest Treasure.  Do we want it?  What are we 

doing to make sure we do not lose it? 

SATURDAY, July 25 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 

Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, 

Henry Schorr, Elizabeth St.Cyr, Lionel T. & Catherine P. 

Hammock 

SUNDAY, July 26 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Sidney A. 

Mills, III, Robert David Kotteman, Edmund F. Marks 

11:30am -  Parishioners    

 MONDAY, July 27 - Doris V. Mire 

TUESDAY, July 28 -  Laura Russo 

WEDNESDAY, July 29 -  Lucas H. Ehrensing 

THURSDAY, July 30 - Robert David Kottemann 

FRIDAY, July 31 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

July 26th - August 1st  
 

Sunday 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,  

 129-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 or  

 Mt 13:44-46 

Monday Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21; Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13;  

 Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18;  

  Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab;  

Mt 13:47-53 

Friday Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34;  

 Mt 14:1-12 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith 
Landry, William Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann 
McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Mid-
dleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, 
Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven 
Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred 
Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda 
Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, 
Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, Nancy Williams, Residents 
of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras Homes and Lambeth 
House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
Church Support totals for the weekend of July 
18-19 and July 25-26 will be posted on the 
weekend of August 1-2. 
 

Your generosity in the area of Church support 
as always is greatly appreciated. 

Lily Therese RangerLily Therese RangerLily Therese RangerLily Therese Ranger    
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“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 

Interested in becoming Catholic or know someone who is?  
All are welcome to an information session on Thursday, July 30 at 7:00pm on Zoom.  

Information on how to sign on to the meeting is below. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is 
the process for initiation into the Catholic Church 
and an opportunity for those interested in becoming 
Catholic to explore the life and teachings of Christ 
through prayer, study, reflection, and community. 
For more information please contact Christi Schott 
at (504) 891-4479 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

The link to join the Zoom meeting on July 30 is:  
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w eb . z o o m . u s / j / 8 5 7 6 5 1 4 6 7 6 5 ?
pwd=WnpGVEdSZ1JPY3M5WkVSS3A1bGpDdz09 
 

You can also go to http://www.Zoom.us and click on 
“Join a Meeting” in the upper right hand corner. 
Type in the meeting ID: 85765146765 and the pass-
word: sfa 

Keith Shafer with Church Music Service, Inc. and our organ 

consultant traveled from Augusta, Georgia to the Cornell 

Zimmer Organ facility in North Carolina to verify that the 

organ and all of its components have been completed. They 

are stored at the site awaiting shipment to New Orleans. In-

stallation is estimated to take a month.  Keith took these 

photos and states that  the work is splendid.  
 

The company would like to complete the work in New Or-

leans as soon as conditions relating to the COVID-19  pan-

demic make it feasible. Our organ occupies considerable 

space in their shop and there are several other projects also 

in limbo due to the pandemic.  
 

The delayed installation of  our organ is not the most sig-

nificant victim of this pandemic,. And the delay will be well 

worth its anticipated arrival. Once we hear the music breath-

ing forth from the organ’s pipes, a soothing balm will rest 

upon us all.  
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily scripture       
readings into your life, please visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ resource list at 

http://usccb.org/about/communications/covid-19-crisis-resources-from-catholic-publishers.cfm. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sacrifices Matter 
 
There has undoubtedly been a 

lot of disappointment at the 

number of activities that won’t 

happen this summer. The list is 

long: vacations, family get-

togethers, birthday parties, 

camps, pool time and more. 
 

Additionally, some families have a member who is im-

munocompromised, so everyone may feel an extra need 

to be cautious. Other families may be of relatively good 

health and feel an ability to branch out and do a bit 

more, perhaps leading to some frustration that more 

events and activities aren’t available. 
 

No matter what group your family fits into, there are 

definitely going to be sacrifices this summer and for the 

foreseeable future. Both kids and parents may be feel-

ing a strain. While easy solutions to counter the disap-

pointment aren’t possible, there is one thing that is pos-

sible: to embrace the sacrifice. 
 

When confronting the radical adjustments to our daily 

lives, it is crucial to remember that we are sacrificing 

for the good of all humanity but especially the least of 

these: those who are ill, vulnerable, the unborn and their 

mothers, and the elderly. 
 

We know in our minds that we need to care for such 

people, but this is a real moment to put our beliefs into 

action. We are given the opportunity to better secure 

their right to life by sacrificing in our very own lives, 

especially when we forego the things that we’ve waited 

all year to enjoy. 
 

Whenever being called to sacrifice, consider allowing 

yourself to feel whatever you feel, whether that is frus-

tration, anger or sadness. Then pray for the grace to ac-

cept this sacrifice, even amidst the difficult feelings. 
 

Similarly, when confronting children who are facing 

disappointments, be willing to listen to their feelings. 
 

Finally, take the opportunity to start a conversation 

about how all of our sacrifices certainly hurt but have a 

purpose, even if it is not our own families who will see 

the personal benefit of it. It is an invitation into the very 

life of Jesus, to sacrifice and not count the cost. 
 

By Megan Lacourrege  

Published at nolacatholicparenting.com 

Mothers Prayers Group  
 

Meets Virtually thru Summer  

Wednesdays at 10:00am  
 

Join us in prayer for children/

grandchildren 
 

For more information contact  

Melisa 504.227.3766  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Praying the Rosary 
 

Missy Duncan is leading us in praying the rosary 

Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am via a meeting on 

Zoom.  Anyone can join.  Go to Zoom.com.; Cre-

ate an account. (free); At 9:30 AM log onto your 

Zoom account and click "Join Meeting"; The 

meeting ID is 527 214 055. Password is 3FrxQe. 

If anyone would like to test it before the meeting 

goes live, or to have support setting it up please 

call Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766. 
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