


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 2, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
Every three years Archbishop Aymond consults the clergy of each deanery in appointing a dean who represents him 
within the deanery. The Archbishop appoints the dean to this part-time position for a three-year term renewable for a 
second term at the discretion of the Archbishop.  In June 2020, Archbishop Aymond called to offer me the position of 
Dean for the Uptown Deanery. He informed me that I received the most votes from the priests of the deanery. I was 
hoping to reach retirement in time to avoid ever having to serve in this position. This additional responsibility does not 
include an increase in salary. My letter of appointment is printed in this bulletin. Fortunately, in May 2020 I offered my 
resignation as chaplain of De La Salle High School after completing seven years of service.  
 

The role of the dean includes a variety of functions. Those functions include but not limited to the following: promoting 
and coordinating common pastoral activity within the deanery including the areas of liturgy, administration and the 
priests personal spiritual renewal and continuation formation in ministry; seeing to it that the priests of the deanery dili-
gently perform their duties and lead lives in harmony with ordained ministry;  visiting the parishes of the deanery in 
accord with archdiocesan guidelines; installing new pastors in the parishes of the deanery and convening and presiding 
and encouraging attendance at regularly scheduled Deanery meetings. 
 

The clergy of the Uptown Deanery usually meet on the third Wednesday of every other month beginning in September. 
St. Francis of Assisi will be the host parish for these meetings. We gather for a fellowship luncheon followed by a dis-
cussion of issues and concerns of our deanery and the archdiocese. The Council of Deans meet with Archbishop Ay-
mond four times a year. My first meeting will be September 8, 2020. As I begin this new aspect of my priestly life and 
ministry, please remember me in prayer that I may serve the Archbishop and the priests and laity of the Uptown Dean-
ery to the best of my ability. 
 

I also want to inform you of another appointment by Archbishop Aymond. He has appointed Deacon Tom Kratochvil 
to serve in St. Angela Merici Parish in Metairie. Two of the deacons in that parish are beyond retirement age. Deacon 
Tom will be able to share pastoral ministry with his wife Diane in their home parish. We pray that God will bless him 
abundantly as he begins his diaconal ministry there on August 1, 2020.  No news about a deacon to be assigned at our 
parish. The Permanent Diaconate Office assures me we are at the top of the list. 
 

After three weeks of hearing Jesus preach and teach in parables, we now move into the next chapter of Matthew’s gos-
pel. This weekend we encounter Jesus as he performs the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. 
 

Bread is such a simple but profound sign for the Eucharist.  It does not occur naturally, but requires human effort.  
Grain must be crushed to form flour.  The baker mixes flour with water or some other liquid to form dough and adding 
yeast to the dough to make it rise.  Then the baking begins and we finally have a loaf of bread, sustenance that will fill 
us up and last.  The human effort required to make bread is significant, and it involves time, all of which perhaps ex-
plains why so many of us simply buy bread today.  Even so, there are not many things that taste better than a good loaf 
of homemade bread. 
 

When we consider that Jesus multiplied the loaves so that all could eat, we recall that he acted as the prophet Elisha of 
old.  He also foreshadowed his own Last Supper and the Eucharistic gift he would leave his followers.  As a result, 
even today we take bread, bless it, break it, and give it.  In so doing we celebrate and consume Jesus himself, who was 
broken for us and given to us.  As the Eucharist sustains us on our earthly journey, we live the paschal mystery. 
 

We are not to hoard the bread of life or the word of God, but instead we are to invite all we meet to some to the feast. 
We should not be concerned with scarcity. At the table of the Lord, we find abundance and more than enough to satisfy 
the hunger of all. 
 

We invite you to join us for the celebration of the Eucharist this weekend by making a reservation for the feast. 
 

In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on our parish website. If you are not 
a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock of St. Francis of Assisi. You can regis-
ter on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Uptown Canticle - continued 
 
For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the 
church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop 
Aymond has given permission to distribute Holy Com-
munion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that 
we not give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He 
recommends that we do so outside where people can 
form a communion line and observe social distancing. 
Therefore, this weekend after each mass, weather permit-
ting, I will be available to distribute Holy Communion in 
the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you ap-
proach me to receive the Body of Christ you pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  
 

Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dispensed 
the people of the Archdiocese from the obligation to at-
tend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable and not feel-
ing well, that should not celebrate Mass in church with 
other people. Baptisms, Weddings and funerals is limited 
to 100 worshipers.  This number will increase gradually. 
 

We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on 
Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. Monday, 
Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 6:00 
pm. No reservation is necessary for daily mass. We will 
no longer live stream daily mass. 

We selected Thomas Bruno as the designer and craftsman. Thomas is a native of New 
Orleans and a third generation artist. He began his training in his father's workshop on 
Calhoun St. at ten years old. He learned to fabricate and appreciate English and Ameri-
can 18th and 19th century furniture. He expanded his sense of design and technical 
skill by making fresh interpretations of Art Nouveau, 18th century French and Art 
Deco furniture. To fuel his growing fascination with sculpture, he established the fine 
arts foundry where he continues to cast sculptures in bronze. In 1997 he was selected 

by the National Sculpture Society for the national exhibit Sculptures and 
Architects on Furniture in NYC. He has since been engaged for numer-
ous commissions, including many prominent public works. Since 2000, 
he has been involved almost exclusively in sculpture. 

He chose the wood Sapele as the material for this furniture. Sapele is an economically-important 
wood to the continent of Africa, and one that continues to grow in popularity in other industries be-
yond veneer mills, here in the US. Its color can range from a light golden brown to a darker reddish
- or pinkish-brown. The color will darken as the wood ages. Sapale is renowned for its sometimes 
quite dramatic figuring. It also possesses a beautiful natural luster.  

In preparation for the one hundredth anniversary of the dedication of St. Francis of Assisi 
Church on April 24, 2021 the Pastoral and Finance Councils approved in 2019 the purchase 
of sanctuary furnishings to complement the altar and pulpit. The new presider’s chair, two 
deacon chairs and a credence table are pictured here.  
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Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

In today’s Gospel we find an equation the disci-
ples of Jesus couldn’t solve:  Five loaves and two 
fish divided by 5,000-plus people.  They failed to 
recognize Jesus in the equation; that whatever 
they had to offer, Jesus could take it and bless it 
and satisfy the hunger of the crowd with it.  Good 
stewards recognize that the Lord can work mira-
cles with the gifts they offer to a hungry and bro-
ken world.  How often are we willing to offer our 
gifts in faith, even during disquieting times, even 
as insignificant as we think they are, and count on 
the lord to do the rest?  How often do we count 
Christ into the equation? 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) 

 

Saturday, 3:00 - 3:40 p.m.  
Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

At other times by appointment. 
 

Sisters of Christian Charity Chapel 
Located in the Parish Center 

Enter through front door on State Street 

SATURDAY, August 1 - 4:00pm - Nancy Clair McCann, 
Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, 
Henry Schorr, Genevieve Young, Peggy Young Condon 
SUNDAY, August 2 - 9:30am - Parishioners 
11:30am -  Betsie Melancon, A. Herbert Martin, Billye Gul-
lette Dendy, Stephanie Michelle Bordelon, Maria Del Valle    
MONDAY, August 3 - All Souls Book of Remembrance 
TUESDAY, August 4 -  Robert David Kottemann 
WEDNESDAY, August 5 - Edmund F. Marks 
THURSDAY, August 6 - Lucas H. Ehrensing 
FRIDAY, August 7 - Margaret Fanning 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 2nd - August 8th  
 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in 
your prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, 
Barbara Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Chris-
topher Brewster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette 
Clark, Cathy Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, 
James Ira Ford, Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan 
Hartley, Sherry Heller, Juanita Herndon, Pat Jones, Leona 
Labat, Meredith Landry, William Robert Little, Robert 
Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig Melancon, Darnell 
Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, John “Junior” 
Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige Peterson, 
Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, Betty 
Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, Justin 
Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis 
Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poy-
dras Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

July 18-19 and July 25-26, 2020 
 

Parish Office Closed 
Monday,  August 3rd 
Pastoral Staff Retreat 

Mass will be celebrated at 8:30am 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Interested in becoming Catholic or know 
someone who is?  

 

All are welcome to an information session on 
Tuesday, August 25 at 7:00pm on Zoom. In-
formation on how to sign on to the meeting is 
below. The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) is the process for initiation into the 
Catholic Church and an opportunity for those in-
terested in becoming Catholic to explore the life 
and teachings of Christ through prayer, study, re-
flection, and community. For more information 
please contact Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479 or 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com.  
 

The link to join the Zoom meeting on Aug. 25 is:  
ht tps: / /us02web.zoom.us/j /82521659665?
pwd=YmE1NWs4d2R3bkY2bHZ6VFE0Mzd3dz
09 .You can also go to http://www.Zoom.us and 
click on “Join a Meeting” in the upper right hand 
corner. Type in the meeting ID: 82521659665 
 and the password: sfa 

  Adult Confirmation 
 

Adult classes for the sacrament of Con-
firmation will begin Monday, Septem-
ber 14 and meet for five weeks. The 
sacrament of Confirmation will be cele-
brated at St. Francis on Wednesday, 

October 14 at 7:00pm. If you are over 18, are a 
practicing Catholic, and have received the sacra-
ments of Baptism and Eucharist but were never 
confirmed,  for more information contact  Christi 
Schott at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE    
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

St. Francis’ PSR program offers a variety of op-
portunities for children to learn and grow in their 
faith and provides religious instruction to children 
not currently enrolled in Catholic school and to 
those preparing for the sacraments of Eucharist 
and Confirmation. We invite you and your child to 
be a part of our School of Religion family! 

 

Elementary/Middle School PSR  
 

Open for children in Kindergarten—8th grade 
who are currently not attending Catholic schools. 
Two options are available: limited in-person 
classes held twice per month on Sunday mornings 
from 10:30-11:20am or online virtual classes via 
Zoom.com. A parent meeting will be held online 
on Sunday, August 30 from 10:45-11:20am.  

 

High School PSR 
 

Open to students in 9th grade or higher who do 
not attend Catholic school and wish to be con-
firmed. Classes are held twice per month on Sun-
day evenings. For the Fall 2020 semester classes 
will meet virtually via Zoom.com. A parent meet-
ing will be held online on Sunday, September 20 
from 6:00-7:00pm. 
 

Registration is available online at https://
stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form. Please reg-
ister your child as soon as possible to help us plan 
for the upcoming year. Catholic school students 
preparing for first Eucharist (2nd grade) and Con-
firmation (10th grade) are also able to register at 
this time.  
 

The Archdiocese requires one year prior of reli-
gious education or Catholic school before first 
Eucharist (beginning in 1st grade). However, 
faith is a life-long process and parents are encour-
aged to register their children in kindergarten and 
continue religious formation through high school. 
 

For more information, contact Christi Schott at 
(504)227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

First Communion 
Congratulations to 

Augustine Rivenburgh 
who received Jesus for the 
first time in Holy Eucharist 
on Tuesday, July 28. 
Please continue to keep all 
the first communicants and their families in 
your prayers as we welcome them to the table 
of the Lord. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 
pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in the 
parking lot.  Continue to maintain social distancing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 
receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distancing 
and maintain 6 feet of distance from others at all times.  
For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be available at 
the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your pew.  You may 
place your regular offering for support and other collec-
tions in the baskets in the center aisle and side doors.  The 
Offertory procession is omitted.  We can express the sign 
of peace by means of a smile and/or nod of the head. 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer to 
use before receiving Communion.  During the distribution 
of Holy Communion, form a single line and observe the 
social distancing blue lines on the floor of the aisles.  We 
ask everyone to receive Holy Communion in the hand 
rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the Body of 
Christ in the form of bread only.  When approaching the 
priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
place your hand flatly atop the other and fully extend your 
arm toward the priest or minster who will place the Host 
on your hand in a manner to avoid any contact with your 
hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  
To sign up to attend Mass:   

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  

Praying the Rosary 
 

Missy Duncan is leading us in praying the rosary 
Monday - Saturday at 9:30 am via a meeting on 
Zoom.  Anyone can join.  Go to Zoom.com.; Cre-
ate an account. (free); At 9:30 AM log onto your 
Zoom account and click "Join Meeting"; The 
meeting ID is 527 214 055. Password is 3FrxQe. 
If anyone would like to test it before the meeting 
goes live, or to have support setting it up please 
call Melisa Rey at 504.227.3766. 

You and your spouse will spend time growing closer 
through inspiring talks, private couple time, individual 
prayer time, Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration and 

the celebration of the Mass. 
 

Through God’s grace, couples may walk away with a  
renewed strength & deeper commitment to  

each other & God. 

There are no fees for the Marriage Retreat.  The program operates 
through donations from our guests. Pre-registration deposit is $75. 
Suggested donation for retreat is $300 per couple. ($75 deposit + 

$225 = total $275. Those who can give more than expenses, please 
do so. Those of more limited means may give whatever they can.  

 

T O  R E G IS T E R  C A L L  J A S O N  ( 5 0 4 )  8 3 0 -3 7 1 6  
O R  J A N G E L E T T E @W IL L W O O D S . O R G  

City Council Cares  
Utility Grants  

 

Customers may be eligible for assistance under the 
City Council Cares Program if  they became unem-
ployed March 16, 2020 or after.  
 

Funds are limited…apply at http://
www.entergyneworleans.com/citycouncilcares  Covid Food Assistance  

 

You may be eligible for meals prepared by local      
restaurants if you are in any of the following catego-
ries and you are not receiving any other federal food 
support:* 
 

• Seniors age 65 and above 
• Adults with high-risk health conditions and special 

medical needs  
• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 or have 

been exposed and require isolation or quarantine 
• Homeless residents 
• Children under 18 
 

Apply online at https://nola311.org/  or  
call 311 to apply by phone.   

Summer Office Hours 
 

We have extended our summer office 
hours through Friday, August 14th 
9:00am - 2:00pm.  Beginning Monday, 
August 17th we will return to our Parish 
Office Hours - 8:30am - 4:30pm 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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