


ST.  FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
NEW ORLEANS, LA August 9, 2020 

Uptown Canticle by Father Michael  
 
In the year 1300, the church in Rome celebrated one of the 
first “holy year” feasts that would come to mark each centen-
ary, then each twenty-five years. In 1300, pilgrims descended 
on Rome for this holy year, as they would for centuries there-
after. As part of the commemoration, two years prior the mo-
saicist Giotto di Bondone was commissioned to create the 
Navicella (literally "little ship") or Bark of St. Peter of Old 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The mosaic was destroyed almost 
entirely during the construction of the new St. Peter’s Basilica 
in the 17th century. Original fragments were preserved and 
incorporated into what is effectively a new work located at the 
center of the portico of the new building in 1675. 
 

The scene depicts the episode in the gospel of Matthew of Jesus walking on the water. Often pilgrims walk right 
under this mosaic without knowing it’s there. Matthew’s version of this story is unique. Only Matthew has Peter 
on the water with Jesus, and then sinking due to a lack of faith. Of course, Jesus recues him and that is the moment 
depicted in di Bondone’s mosaic at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
 

It does not take much imagination to see in this story that the boat represents the church (Matthew is the only gos-
pel to use the term “church”) and that Peter, as leader of the twelve himself, is reliant upon Jesus.  In fact, the en-
tire boat is buffeted by the storm but does not sink.  When Jesus comes aboard, the storm subsides and the waters 
are calm. 
 

We might wonder why Jesus commanded his disciples to set out by boat at dusk to meet him on the other side.  It 
does not sound like a very wise or prudent request, and especially so after the storm arose.  Nevertheless, the disci-
ples follow the advice of their master.  Rather than meet them on the other side, during the darkest part of the 
night, the disciples experience Jesus walking on the water in the midst of the wind and storm.  Impetuous Peter 
seeks to walk on the water too, but he is unable to do so due to his lack of faith.  In the end, the Lord calms the 
storm and joins the disciples in the boat.  
 

When we experience turbulence and storms, the Lord reassures us that he is near.  When we call, he answers.  He 
will join us and the storms will subside.  Is it any wonder this story has been read for centuries as an allegory for 
the relationship between Christ and the church?  The boat may protect us from the storm, but we still experience 
the effects of the storm.  Only Jesus himself can calm the waters. So put your hand in the hand of the man from 
Galilee.  
 

We invite you to take a boat ride in our “navicella” and join us for the celebration of the Eucharist. You can re-
serve a seat aboard either by calling Teresa, our reservationist in the parish office or visiting our website:  
www.stfrancisuptown.com.  In making a reservation for mass, please observe the guidelines in this bulletin and on 
our parish website. If you are not a registered parishioner, use this occasion to be among the members of the flock 
of St. Francis of Assisi. You can register on our website www.stfrancisuptown.com  
 

For those parishioners we cannot accommodate in the church or who are fearful to gather with us, Archbishop Ay-
mond has given permission to distribute Holy Communion after mass outdoors. He strongly suggested that we not 
give Holy Communion to people in vehicles. He recommends that we do so outside where people can form a com-
munion line and observe social distancing. Therefore, this weekend after each mass, weather permitting, I will be 
available to distribute Holy Communion in the front lawn of the rectory. I suggest that as you approach me to re-
ceive the Body of Christ you pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father.  

The 1628 full-size copy in oil in the Vatican 
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Mission to the Holy Spirit 
 

“Finding Strength and Hope in Today’s World” 
 

August 10th - August 14th, 2020 

Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most 
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritu-
ally into my heart. I embrace You as if You were al-
ready there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Composed by:  St. Alphonsus Liguori - 19th Century 

Uptown Canticle - continued 

 
Please remember that Archbishop Aymond has dis-
pensed the people of the Archdiocese from the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass. If someone is vulnerable 
and not feeling well, that should not celebrate Mass in 
church with other people. Baptisms, Weddings and fu-
nerals is limited to 100 worshipers.  This number will 
increase gradually. 
 
We will continue to live stream the 9:30 am Mass on 
Sunday from church. Daily mass in church. Monday, 
Wednesday through Friday 8:30 am and Tuesday at 
6:00 pm. No reservation is necessary for daily mass. 
We will no longer live stream daily mass.  

As we enter the hurricane season, let us implore the  

Intercession of  Our Lady of Prompt Succor  

to hasten to help us and our patron St. Francis of As-

sisi to make us instruments of the Lord’s peace. 

    

Solemnity ofSolemnity ofSolemnity ofSolemnity of    

The Assumption of theThe Assumption of theThe Assumption of theThe Assumption of the    

Blessed Virgin MaryBlessed Virgin MaryBlessed Virgin MaryBlessed Virgin Mary    
    

Saturday, August 15thSaturday, August 15thSaturday, August 15thSaturday, August 15th    

9:30 am9:30 am9:30 am9:30 am    
    

    

(not a Holy Day of Obligation)(not a Holy Day of Obligation)(not a Holy Day of Obligation)(not a Holy Day of Obligation)    

Entering & Leaving:  All entrances are open.  Church 
pews are marked and roped off.  When Mass has ended, 
please do not gather in groups outside of church or in 
the parking lot.  Continue to maintain social distancing. 
 

During Mass:  Wear a mask during Mass aside from 

receiving Communion.  Be mindful of social distanc-
ing and maintain 6 feet of distance from others at all 
times.  For our weekend Masses, a worship aid will be 
available at the entrances.  After Mass, leave it in your 
pew.  You may place your regular offering for support 
and other collections in the baskets in the center aisle 
and side doors.  The Offertory procession is omitted.  
We can express the sign of peace by means of a smile 
and/or nod of the head. 

Reception of Holy Communion:  Bring hand sanitizer 
to use before receiving Communion.  During the distri-
bution of Holy Communion, form a single line and ob-
serve the social distancing blue lines on the floor of the 
aisles.  We ask everyone to receive Holy Communion in 
the hand rather than on the tongue.  You will receive the 
Body of Christ in the form of bread only.  When ap-
proaching the priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, place your hand flatly atop the other and 
fully extend your arm toward the priest or minster who 
will place the Host on your hand in a manner to avoid 
any contact with your hand. 

General Guidelines for Mass Attendance:  

To sign up to attend Mass:   

https://www.stfrancisuptown.com/mass-rsvp  
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Church Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Our Church Sanctuary Lamp burns  
this week in memory of 

Lucille Mire McCann 

Mass Intentions 

A Stewardship Moment 
 

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 
 

Fear, disbelief, amazement and reassurance are just 

some of the emotions the disciples experienced when 

they saw Jesus walking toward their boat on the wind 

tossed waters of the Sea of Galilee.  It is Peter who 

speaks to the person on the water.  Notice he says, “If 

it is you…”  Obviously, he is not sure.  But at least he 

had the courage to ask.  Then he says, “command me 

to come to you…”  Peter hopes it is Jesus and he may 

even have believed it was Jesus.  He wants to go to 

Jesus.  But he does not want to take the responsibility 

for stepping out of the boat in the event he is wrong.  

He wants Jesus to “command” him so if he fails it is 

Jesus’ fault.  Before we judge Peter and the other dis-

ciples too harshly we should reflect on our reaction 

when we sense Jesus is calling us, through his pres-

ence in the midst of turmoil and uncertainty, to step 

out of our comfort zone into a strange or risky situa-

tion.  Do we have faith, hope and courage to do so 

without being “commanded” by Jesus?  Are we will-

ing to be responsible for our faith? 

SATURDAY, August 8 - 4:00pm - Lucille Mire McCann, 
Robert McIntyre, Margaret “Butsy” Ross, Julia Pansano, 
Special Intention Ben Capshaw 
SUNDAY, August 9 - 9:30am - Betsie Melancon, Robert 
David Kottemann, Edmund F. Marks 
11:30am -  Parishioners  
MONDAY, August 10 - Lionel T. & Catherine P. Ham-
mock 
TUESDAY, August 11 -  Lucas H. Ehrensing 
WEDNESDAY, August 12 - All Souls Book of Remem-
brance 
THURSDAY, August 13 - In Thanksgiving 
FRIDAY, August 14 - Robert David Kotteman 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

August 9th - August 15th  
 

Sunday 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14;  

 Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

Monday 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26 

Tuesday Ez 2:8—3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  

 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

Wednesday Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  

 Mt 18:15-20 

Thursday Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62;  

 Mt 18:21—19:1 

Friday Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3,  

4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12 

Saturday Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7,  

  9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28 

 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11,  

12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Please remember the following parishioners and friends in your 
prayers: Jerry Abdo, Anne Atkinson, Ann Babington, Barbara 
Barrosse, Glenn Becnel, Simone M. Becnel, Christopher Brew-
ster, Ben Capshaw, Antoinette Clark, Marvette Clark, Cathy 
Dermady, Rosita Duplantier,  Mildred Flynn, James Ira Ford, 
Jr., Evelyn Francioni, Tamberly Gray, Ryan Hartley, Sherry 
Heller, Pat Jones, Leona Labat, Meredith Landry, William 
Robert Little, Robert Maddox, Cheryl Ann McDonald, Craig 
Melancon, Darnell Menasco, Lynn Middleton, Jeff Mitchener, 
John “Junior” Morreale, Joy Morton, Angelle Pecoraro, Paige 
Peterson, Melissa Phelps, Steven Philburn,  Nedine Rende, 
Betty Richburg, Nell Ricker, Fred Riggle, Patricia Riggle, 
Justin Roy, Emma Ryan, Linda Sayegh, Robert Schwab, Louis 
Scott, Sr., Samantha Smith, Sara Surgi, Deacon Wil Toups, 
Nancy Williams, Residents of Hainkel, Covenant and Poydras 
Homes and Lambeth House. 
 

O  heavenly Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to heal every infirmity and to deliver us from death. 
We pray that You heal Your servants from our parish family, 
friends, and relatives of every  spiritual and bodily ill which af-
flicts them. Amen. 

CHURCH SUPPORT  
 

August 1-2, 2020 
 

“YOUR STEWARDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF OUR GROWTH” 
 

          Envelopes                                                                        $3,251.00 
          Loose                                                                                                                          $2,883.00 
          E-Giving                                                                                                                                     $1,637.00 
          TOTAL                                                                                                                                                 $7,771.00 

Second Collections 
            Matthew 25 Ministry                                               $2,120.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
   GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 

The Second Collection this weekend is for our 
parish Improvement and Maintenance Fund.  We 
appreciate your generosity. 
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BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    

into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church into the family of  the Catholic Church     

St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church St. Francis of Assisi Church     
WelcomesWelcomesWelcomesWelcomes    

Interested in becoming Catholic or know 
someone who is?  

 

All are welcome to an information session on 
Tuesday, August 25 at 7:00pm on Zoom. In-
formation on how to sign on to the meeting is 
below. The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) is the process for initiation into the 
Catholic Church and an opportunity for those in-
terested in becoming Catholic to explore the life 
and teachings of Christ through prayer, study, re-
flection, and community. For more information 
please contact Christi Schott at (504) 891-4479 or 
cschott@stfrancisuptown.com.  
 

The link to join the Zoom meeting on Aug. 25 is:  
ht tps: / /us02web.zoom.us/j /82521659665?
pwd=YmE1NWs4d2R3bkY2bHZ6VFE0Mzd3dz
09 .You can also go to http://www.Zoom.us and 
click on “Join a Meeting” in the upper right hand 
corner. Type in the meeting ID: 82521659665 
 and the password: sfa 

  Adult Confirmation 
 

Adult classes for the sacrament of Con-
firmation will begin Monday, Septem-
ber 14 and meet for five weeks. The 
sacrament of Confirmation will be cele-
brated at St. Francis on Wednesday, 

October 14 at 7:00pm. If you are over 18, are a 
practicing Catholic, and have received the sacra-
ments of Baptism and Eucharist but were never 
confirmed,  for more information contact  Christi 
Schott at cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE    

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

St. Francis’ PSR program offers a variety of op-
portunities for children to learn and grow in their 
faith and provides religious instruction to children 
not currently enrolled in Catholic school and to 
those preparing for the sacraments of Eucharist 
and Confirmation. We invite you and your child to 
be a part of our School of Religion family! 

 

Elementary/Middle School PSR  
 

Open for children in Kindergarten—8th grade 
who are currently not attending Catholic schools. 
Two options are available: limited in-person 
classes held twice per month on Sunday mornings 
from 10:30-11:20am or online virtual classes via 
Zoom.com. A parent meeting will be held online 
on Sunday, August 30 from 10:45-11:20am.  

 

High School PSR 
 

Open to students in 9th grade or higher who do 
not attend Catholic school and wish to be con-
firmed. Classes are held twice per month on Sun-
day evenings. For the Fall 2020 semester classes 
will meet virtually via Zoom.com. A parent meet-
ing will be held online on Sunday, September 20 
from 6:00-7:00pm. 
 

Registration is available online at https://
stfrancisuptown.com/registration-form. Please reg-
ister your child as soon as possible to help us plan 
for the upcoming year. Catholic school students 
preparing for first Eucharist (2nd grade) and Con-
firmation (10th grade) are also able to register at 
this time.  
 

The Archdiocese requires one year prior of reli-

gious education or Catholic school before first 

Eucharist (beginning in 1st grade). However, 
faith is a life-long process and parents are encour-
aged to register their children in kindergarten and 
continue religious formation through high school. 
 

For more information, contact Christi Schott at 
(504)227-3765 or cschott@stfrancisuptown.com. 

“My heart is restless until it rests in you O God.” 
St. Augustine 

Lydia Marion SturgeonLydia Marion SturgeonLydia Marion SturgeonLydia Marion Sturgeon    

Layton Marie JonesLayton Marie JonesLayton Marie JonesLayton Marie Jones    
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Breaking Open the Readings 

For more information on how to pray with scripture and ways to incorporate the daily scripture       
readings into your life, please visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ resource list at 

http://usccb.org/about/communications/covid-19-crisis-resources-from-catholic-publishers.cfm. 
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Mental  Health  Resources  

 

� State Covid19 Crisis Counseling Line:  
 Text “Reachout” to 741741 
 
 

� Catholic Counseling Service - Services to indi-
viduals, couples, & families-$50/session or sliding 
scale. Calls are confidential 504-861-6245.  

City Council Cares  

Utility Grants  
 

Customers may be eligible for assistance under 
the City Council Cares Program if  they became 
unemployed March 16, 2020 or after. Funds are 
limited…http://www.enter neworleans.com/
cit councilcares  

Food  Resources   
 

� SFA Matthew 25 Food Distribution Monthly, 
food distribution to those in need of assistance with 
food supplies. Contact parish office .  891.4479  

 

� Catholic Charities’ Food Pantry Open Mon – 
Thu 10 am – 2 pm.  2505 Maine Ave in Metairie.  

 

� City of New Orleans Covid Food Assistance 

Meals prepared by local restaurants if you meet 
criteria & are not receiving other federal food sup-
port:* Apply@ https://nola311.org/  or call 311.  

Domestic Violence Resources   
 

� NOLA Family Justice Center 504.866.9554 
 

� Women with a Vision: - 504.302.8822 
 

� Metro Centers for Community Advocacy– 24 
hours 504.837.5400 or mcca no.or   

 

� Sexual Trauma Awareness & Response 

(STAR) Sexual Assault Hotline:  855.435-STAR 
24/7 hotline, safety planning, counseling, emer-
gency assistance and legal advocacy.   

Mothers 

Prayers  

Group  
 

 
Meets Virtually thru Summer  

Wednesdays at 10:00am  
 

Join us in prayer for  

children/grandchildren 
 

For more information contact  
Melisa 504.227.3766  

familylife@stfrancisuptown.com 

Praying the Rosary 
 

Missy Duncan is leading us in 

praying the rosary Monday - Sat-

urday at 9:30 am via a meeting on 

Zoom. Meeting ID is 527 214 

055. Password is 3FrxQe. If any-

one needs support setting it up 

please call Melisa Rey at 

504.227.3766. 

Love Life AmendmentLove Life AmendmentLove Life AmendmentLove Life Amendment    
To the Louisiana ConstitutionTo the Louisiana ConstitutionTo the Louisiana ConstitutionTo the Louisiana Constitution    

 

The Louisiana Conference of Catholic Bishops strongly supports 
the Love Life Amendment, which would successfully amend the 
Louisiana constitution and thereby continue to strengthen our com-
mitment to end abortion in our state.  Citizens of our state will 
have the opportunity to affirmatively state that they “Love Life” on 
November 3-the same day as the United States presidential elec-
tion—by favoring this amendment. 
 

As Catholics, we are called to ensure that life is indeed valued and 
that the dignity of all is upheld.  This is the foundational principle 
of our social teaching and must be intentionally considered in all 
that we do. 
 

Passage of the Love Life Amendment would have a dual effect.  
Primarily, it will ensure that the state of Louisiana cannot establish 
right to abortion at present or if Roe v. Wade is overturned in the 
future.  Secondly, it will prohibit the funding of abortion through 
tax payer dollars within our constitution.  Without such an amend-
ment, the invalidation of the many anti-abortion laws we have all 
advocated for so strongly in Louisiana remains a possibility. 
 

The Louisiana Conference of Catholic Bishops therefore enthusias-
tically supports the Love Life Amendment, and encourages all to 
approach this initiative with a formed conscience and commitment 
to defend the sanctity of human life and uphold the dignity of all 
people. 
 

July 2020 
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